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Here is a fascinating and informative study of the settlers in Canada.  Written, in 
1869, by William Canniff, a medical doctor with a passion for Canadian history, it is 
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to be made about this book it is that it lacks a certain focus - if you happen to con-
sider this a shortfall.  In our view - while making the book a little hard to follow in 
places - Williams willingness to explore all the sidetracks and byways his research 
took him into more than make up for any lack of a more restrictive and confining 
"focus."    In his Preface, William admits that he started out to study just the settle-
ment in the Bay of Quinté area but found it impossible to properly treat his subject in 
such narrow confines.  

For instance in his opening paragraphs there is an insightful study of the motivations 
and consequences of the American War of Independence as a source of "Canadian" 
settlers, in their desire to escape persecution for their loyalties to Britain.  In fact 
these so called Empire Loyalists, both individually and as a group, are a major and 
recurring topic throughout the book forming, as they did, the early core of settlers in 
the undeveloped Upper Canada area.

Nor are the aboriginal Indians ignored.  As a group they suffered at least equal per-
secution in the US and so also desired new grounds where they could live and raise 
their families in peace and security.  Upper Canada filled this need and while they 
didn't receive the same recognition as the "white" loyalists by the British, they were 
at least granted settlement lands.

One could be forgiven for assuming that a subject such as this, when it ranges widely 
over geography and time, would be impersonal, and written with an eye to the 
"grand events."  William though had the insight to realize that the story is about the 
individual at least as much as about the Country so throughout this book you will 
find that every subject is examined for the impact on the individual and this impact is 
illustrated with countless snatches of the personal histories of early settlers and their 
families.  It would be a truly heroic task to manually index all the individuals Wil-
liam manages to weave into his story so it is fortunate indeed that our computer 
search-ability provides complete access to all the personal histories laid out for us 
here. 

As a bonus for those whose primary interest in the book is their own ancestral con-
nections, the last chapter is devoted to recording known facts from the family histo-
ries of many settling United Empire Loyalists.  This is closely followed by an ap-
pendix supplying a complete listing of the Roll of the 2nd. Battalion King's Royal 
Regiment, New York, on 28th February 1784.

For a complementary, and equally edifying book on the administration of Upper 
Canada Settlement we recommend, "Land Settlement in Upper Canada 1783-1840 ," 
our catalogue number CA0227.
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PREFACE.

In the year 1861 a meeting was convened at the Education
Office, Toronto, with the view of establishing an Historical Society
for Upper Canada. The writer, as an Upper Canadian by birth,
and deeply interested in his country with respect to the past as well
as the future, was present. The result of that meeting was the
appointment of a Committee to frame a Constitution and By-Laws,
and take the necessary steps to organize the proposed Society, and
to report three weeks thereafter

The Committee consisted of the Hon. Mr. Merritt, Rev. Dr.
Ryerson, Col. Jarvis, Mr. DeGrassi, Mr. Merritt, J. J. Hodgins, Dr.
Canniff and Mr. Coventry. For reasons unknown to the writer,
this Committee never even met. The following year the writer
received a printed circular respecting an "Historical Society of
Upper Canada" which had been established at St. Catharines, of
which Col. John Clarke, of Port Dalhousie, was President; Hon.
Wm. H. Merritt, Vice-President, and George Coventry, of Cobourg,
Secretary.

"HONORARY MEMBERS."

" Chief Justice Sir John Beverley Rob- Henry Ruttan, Esq., Cobourg,
inson,- Bart., The Venerable Lord Bishop of Toronto,

Colonel Jarvis, Toronto, Alfio DeGrassi, Esq., Toronto,
Doctor Canniff, " J. P. Merritt, St. Catharines,
Henry Eccles, Esq., Q.C., Thomas C. Keefer, Esq., Yorkville,
William H. Kittson, Esq., Hamilton, Hon. George S. Boulton, Cobourg,

David, Burn, Esq., Cobourg."

At the request of this Society the writer undertook to prepare
a Paper upon the Settlement of the Bay Quinte. Having been
induced to take up his abode for a time at Belleville, near which he
was born, the writer availed himself of every opportunity he could
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create while engaged in his professional duties, during a period of
five years, to collect facts pertaining to the subject. After some
months of labor, he was advised by friends, in whose judgment he
had confidence, to write a History of the Bay Quinte, for publication.

Acting upon this advice, he continued, with increased energy,
to collect and elaborate material. In carrying out this object, he
not only visited different sections of the country and many indivi-
duals, but consulted the libraries at Toronto and Ottawa, as well as
availed himself of the private libraries of kind friends, especially
Canniff Haight, Esq., of Picton. As the writer proceeded in his
work, he found the subject assuming more extended proportions
than he had anticipated. He found that, to write an account of
the Settlement of the Bay Quinte, was to pen a history of the
settlement of the Province. Finally, he has been induced to desig-
nate the work "A History of the Settlement of Upper Canada."

The labor, time and thought which has been given to the
subject need not to be dwelt upon. Every effort has been made,
consistent with professional duties, upon which the writer's family
is dependent, to sift a mass of promiscuous material which has
come under investigation, so that grains of truth alone might fill
the measure which this volume represents.

Various sources of information have been duly indicated in
the text; but there are a large number of individuals, from whom
information has been obtained, whose names could not be recalled.

This work has been one of love as well as labor; yet time and
again the writer would have relinquished it had it not been for the
words of encouragement, volunteered by his friends.

The writer has explained the cause of his writing this volume.
He now presents it to the reader—to Canadians—to the world.
He loves his country so well, that he regrets an abler pen had not
undertaken the task, that justice might be more fully done to the
worthy.

Fault may be found because of repeated and earnest protests
against the attitude assumed by the United States : the comments
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made in respect to their history: the contrast drawn upon the
subject of LIBERTY and FREEDOM. The writer offers no excuse.
He has endeavored to adhere to truth. It is true these pages have
been written during a period of great irritation to Canadians, from
the hostile and aggressive spirit which the United States have dis-
played towards us; but a record has been made which, it is trusted,
will stand the test of the closest examination.

As to the work, apart from its historical character, no remark
is offered, except that the writer is perfectly conscious of errors
and imperfections. Time has not been allowed to polish; and
while the pages have been going through the press, other necessary
duties have prevented that close and undivided attention which the
work demanded. But subscribers to the volume were urgent in
their requests to have the work without further delay. The reader
is referred to a page of Errata.

A concluding chapter it has been found necessary to omit, in
consequence of the size already attained. In this it was intended
to discuss the future prospects of the Dominion. The writer has
unbounded faith in the Confederation scheme. Before this scheme
was initiated, the writer, in a lecture delivered to a Toronto
audience, uttered these words. Pointing out the elements
which constitute the fabric of a groat nation, he remarked that he
" loved to contemplate the future, when all the British American
Provinces would be consolidated into a grand whole ; when, from
the summit of the Rocky Mountains, would be seen—to the East
along the magnificent lakes and river to the Atlantic, and down
the western slopes to the Pacific—the ceaseless industry of the
Canadian beaver, and the evergreen Maple Leaf overshadowing the
peaceful homes of Canada." The prospects now are far brighter
than when those words were spoken ; and notwithstanding the
obstacles—an unpatriotic company of Englishmen, the unscrupulous
designs of covetous Americans, and the apathy of the British Gov-
ernment—the belief is broad and strong that the dream of the
future will be realized. There is life in the tree whose seed was
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planted eighty years ago, and as it has in the past continued to
grow, so it will in the future.

In concluding these prefatory remarks, we desire to tender our
thanks to all who have assisted us directly or indirectly, by sup-
plying information, and by encouraging words. Particularly we
thank those gentlemen who gave their names as subscribers, some
of them voluntarily, years ago, before the work was fairly com-
menced ; also the Hon. Lewis Wallbridge, for procuring for us,
when Speaker, copies of manuscript in the Parliamentary Library,
at Ottawa.

Finally, we express our obligations to the Publishers and
Printers.

Toronto, 27th March, 1869.
[Copy Bight secured.
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32 REBELLION OF 1776.

received fresh significance in the late civil war in the United
States, was to be initiated. The British blood and money which had
been lavishly spent for the Anglo-Americans, had only prepared
those colonists to seek other advantages. The Indians held in sub-
jection, the French conquered, the mother country itself must now
be coerced to give full rein to the spoiled and wayward offspring.

DIVISION I.

THE REBELLION OF 1776—THE THIRTEEN COLONIES.

CHAPTER III.

Contents :—First American Rebellion—Independence—Traitors made Heroes—
Loyalists driven away to found another Colony—The responsibility of
rebelling—Treatment of the Loyalists—The several Colonies—The first
Englishman in America—Receives £10—English Colonization—Virginia—
Convicts—Extent of Virginia—First Governor—Virginians not willing to
rebel—Quota supplied to the rebel army—New York—Hudson—The Dutch
—New Netherlands—Price of New Amsterdam (New York)—First Legisla-
tive Assembly—Not quick to rebel—Quota of rebel troops—Gave many
settlers to Upper Canada—New Jersey—Its settlement—A battle ground—
Gave rebel troops ; also loyal troops—Furnished settlers to Upper Canada—
Massachusetts—Captain Smith—New England Puritans—The " Mayflower "
—First Governor—Cruel treatment of Indians—Massachusetts takes the lead
in rebelling— Troops—Loyalists— New Hampshire—Troops— Delaware—
Settlement— Quota of rebel troops— Connecticut—Education— Troops—
Roman Catholics—Toleration—Rhode Island—Providence—Inconsistency
of the Puritans—Roger Williams—North Carolina—Inhabitants—South
Carolina—Many loyalists—Pennsylvania—William Penn—Conduct toward
Indians—The people opposed to rebellion—Georgia—Oglethorpe—Policy of
England—New England.

In the introductory chapters a brief sketch has been given of the
settlement of America. We now approach the important events
which belong to the first great American rebellion, which culminated
in the Declaration of Independence by the thirteen British American
Colonies, and terminated in the recognition of their independence by
the parent State. The rebellion had resulted in a revolution, and
traitors were made heroes !



TRAVELING BY THE INDIANS. 129

Butler's Rangers; Captain B. Fry, Captain P. Hare, Captain Thos.
Butler, Captain Aaron Brant, Captain P. Paulding, Captain John
Ball, Captain P. Ball, Captain P. Ten Brock, Lieutenant E.
Clench, Lieutenant Wm. Brant, Lieutenant Wm. Tweeny,
Lieut. Jocal Swoos, Lieut. James Clements, Lieut. D. Swoos, all of
Butler's Rangers; Captain James Brant, Indian Department;
Captain H. Nelles, Captain James Young, Captain Robert Nelles,
Captain Joseph Dockater, Captain C. Hyman, Lieut. J. Clement,
Lieut. W. B. Shuhm, Lieut. A. Chrysler, Lieut. S. Secord, Lieut.
F. Stevens, Surgeon R. Kerr, Commodore T. Merritt, father of the
late Hon. W. H. Merritt, all of the Indian Department.

DIVISION II

TRAVELING IN EARLY TIMES—ORIGINAL ROUTES.

CHAPTER XII.

CONTENTS—Indian paths—Portages—Original French routes—Mer de Canada—
Original names of St. Lawrence—Ontario—Huron—Route by Bay Quinte—
Old French maps—Original English routes—Four ways from Atlantic to
the Lakes—Mississippi—Potomac—Hudson—Indian name of Erie—From
New York to Ontario—The Hudson River—Mohawk—Wood creek—Oneida
Lake—Oswego River—The carrying places—West Canada Creek—Black
River—Oswegotchie—The navigation—Military highway—Lower Canada—
An historic route—The paths followed by the Loyalists—Indian paths north
of Lake Ontario—Crossing the Lake—From Cape Vincent to the Bay
Quinte—From Oswego by Duck Islands—East Lake—Picton Bay—Coasting
Ontario—Two ways to Huron—By Bay Quinte and Trent; by Don River—
Lake Simcoe—Point Traverse—Loyalists—Traveling by the St. Lawrence—
First road—Long remembered event.

Although the European found the American continent a vast
unbroken wilderness, yet the native Indians had well defined
routes of travel. Mainly, the long journeys made by them in their
hunting excursions, and when upon the war path, were by water
up and down rivers, and along the shores of lakes. And at certain
places around rapids, and from one body of water to another, their
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surveyor. In the war, both on the rebel and British sides, were to
be found professional surveyors engaged in fighting. Consequently
when the war terminated, there was no lack of surveyors to carry
on the work of surveying the wilderness of Upper Canada. We
have seen that Major Holland held the position of Surveyor-General,
and there was duly appointed a certain number of deputies and
assistants.

Even while the war was in progress, steps seem to have been
taken to furnish the refugee Loyalists with new homes, upon the
land still lying in a state of nature. The land in Lower Canada being
in the main held by the French Canadians, it was deemed expedient
to lay out along the shores of the upper waters a range of lots for their
use. In pursuance of this, the first survey of land was made by order
of Gen. Clarke, Acting Governor, or Military Commander, in 1781.
Naturally the survey would commence at the extreme western point
of French settlement. This was on the north bank of Lake St.
Francis, at the cove west of Pointe au Bodet, in the limit between
the Township of Lancaster, and the seigniory of New Longueil.

We have reason to believe that the surveyor at first laid out
only a single range of lots fronting upon the river. In the first
place a front line was established. This seems to have been done
along the breadth of several proposed townships. In doing this it
was desirable to have as little broken front as possible, while at the
same time the frontage of each lot remained unbroken by coven of
the river or bay. We are informed by the Crown Land Department
that in some townships there could, in recent days, be found no
posts to indicate the front line, while the side lines in the second
concession were sufficiently marked.

The original surveyor along the St. Lawrence evidently did not
extend his operations above Elizabethtown, which was called the
ninth township, being the ninth laid out from New Longueil. This
is apparent from the fact that while Elizabethtown was settled in
1784, the next township above, that of Yonge, was not settled until
two years later. The quality of the land thence to Kingston was
not such as would prove useful to the poor settler, and therefore was
allowed for a time to remain unsurveyed. Hence it came that Cat-
araqui was the commencement of a second series of townships dis-
tinguished by numbers only. These two distinct ranges of town-
ships, one upon the St. Lawrence numbering nine, and one upon the
Bay numbering ten, were, when necessary, distinguished apart by
the designation, the " first," "second," or" third" Township "upon
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located. Or if they should have the fortune to get a location
ticket, it is situated on rocks, and lakes, and barren lands, where
they are worth nothing at all; the good lots being marked by the
Surveyors, and located by those U. E. rights they have so purchased.

"Now, Sir, was I a scholar, I might draw you a much better
description of this wickedness. But I have lived to see thirteen
colonies, now States of America, severed from the British empire by
the mal-administration of justice in the civil government of those
colonies; the people's minds were soured to that degree that a few
designing men overthrew the Government."

" After the conquest of Canada, the king ordered a thousand
acres of land to be granted to each man. The land was granted; but
the people to whom it was granted were deprived by a set of specu-
lators, from ever getting a foot, unless they became tenants to those
who, in a manner, had robbed them of their rights."

While the lots were generally made twenty chains in width, a
few of the first townships were but nineteen, and consequently of
greater depth to make the 200 acres, and the concessions were pro-
portionally wider.

The base line being established, a second one, parallel thereto, was
made at a distance generally of a mile and a quarter, allowance being
made in addition, for a road. It is more than likely that in many
townships the second line, or concession, was not immediately run out.
The settlers could not easily traverse even a mile of woods, and for a
time accommodation was made only at the front. But within a year,
in most townships, the second row of lots had been surveyed and
partially occupied. At the front line was always an allowance for a
road of sixty feet, as well as at the second line for one of forty feet.
The range of lots between the front and the second lines as well as be-
tween the second and third, and so on, was called a Concession, a term
derived from the French, having reference to their mode of conferring
land in the Lower Province, and peculiar to this counrty. Each conces-
sion was divided into lots of 200 acres each, the dividing lines being at
right angles with the concession lines, and a quarter of a mile distant
from each other. At intervals of two or three miles, a strip of forty
feet between two lots was left, for a cross road. In Ameliasburgh it
seems that this was neglected. The number of concessions depended
on circumstances. Along the St. Lawrence, they numbered to even
fifteen or sixteen. Along the bay they were seven and eight. Adolphus-
town has only four. The irregular course of the Bay Quinte, and the
fronting of the townships upon its waters, gave rise to great irregu-
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One family, four in number, subsisted on the small quantity
of milk given by a young cow, with leeks, buds of trees, and often
leaves were added to the milk. A barrel of bran served a good
purpose for baking a kind of cake, which made a change on special
occasions. At one time, Reed, of Thurlow, offererd a three year old
horse for 50 lbs of flour. This family would, at one time actually
have starved to death, had not a deer been miraculously shot. They
often carried grain, a little, it is true, to the Napanee mills, following
the river, and bay shores. And when they had no grain, articles
of domestic use were taken to exchange for flour and meal.
A woman used to carry a bushel and a half of wheat ten miles to the
Napanee mills, and then carry the flour back.

Ex-Sheriff Ruttan says of his father's family, with whom his
uncle lived, " We had the luxury of a cow which the family
brought with them, and had it not been for this domestic boon, all
would have perished in the year of scarcity. The crops had failed
the year before, and the winter that followed, was most inclement and
severe. The snow was unusually deep, so that the deer became an
easy prey to their rapacious enemies, the wolves, who fattened on
their destruction, whilst men were perishing for want. Five indivi-
duals, in different places, were found dead, and one poor woman also,
with a live infant at her breast; which was cared for and protected."
"Two negroes were sent to Albany for corn, who brought four
bushels. This, with the milk of the cow dealt out day by day in
limited quantity, kept them alive till harvest." "The soldiers' rations
were reduced to one biscuit a day." Referring to other days after the
famine he says: " Fish was plentiful"—the " fishing tackle was on a
primitive plan; something similar to the Indians, who fixed the bait on
part of the back bone of the pike, which would catch these finny tribe
quite as expeditiously as the best Limerick hook ; but our supply was
from spearing by torchlight, which has been practiced by the Indian
from time immemorial; from whom we obtained a vast deal of practical
knowledge."

Roger Bates, near Cobourg, speaking of the first years of Upper
Canada, says that his grandfather's family, living in Prince Edward
for a while, " adopted many ingenious contrivances of the Indians
for procuring food. Not the least simple and handy was a crotched
pole, with which they secured salmon in any quantity, the creeks
being full of them." He removed to the township of Clarke,
where he was the first white settler, and for six months saw no
white person. "For a long time he had to go to Kingston, 125
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THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS—THE FATHERS OF
UPPER CANADA.

CHAPTER LXIX,

CONTENTS—Definition—A division—Their principles—Our position—Ancestry—
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ANCESTRY OP THE U. E. LOYALISTS.

Under this designation allusion is made to all who left, or were
compelled to leave, the revolting colonies, and Independent States,
and who sought a home in the wilderness of Canada. There is, how-
ever, a class which will be specially referred to, who, in subsequent
years, were placed upon the " U. E. list," and who, by virtue thereof,
secured important privileges to themselves and family.

The United Empire Loyalist, was one who advocated, or wished
to have maintained, the unity of the British empire, who felt as much
a Briton in the colony of America, as if he were in old England ; who
desired to perpetuate British rule in America; not blindly believing
that no imperfections could exist in such rule, but desiring to seek
reform in a conservative spirit. This class, we have seen, became, as
the tide of rebellion gained strength and violence, exceedingly
obnoxious to those in rebellion against their King and country. It
will be convenient to divide them into three classes, viz., (1.) Those
who were forced to leave during the contest, many of whom took
part in the war; (2.) Those who were driven away after the war,
because they were known or suspected to have sympathy with the
the loyalist party, and (3.) Those who would not remain in the Re-
public, who voluntarily forsook the land of their birth or adoption,
and removed to a country which acknowledged the sovereignty of
the King of England. Many of this noble class relinquished comfort-
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