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ABOUT THIS BOOK:

Published two years after the end of the Great War, in 1920, this book was 
intended to record all the activities of Nova Scotians in support of the al-
lies victory.  While the Compiler and editor’s name, Capt. M. S. Hunt ap-
pears in the by-line, this book was in fact the joint work of many individu-
als, their names being credited in the Preface as well as being printed in 
their individual contributions.

Interesting differences between this book of “honor” and other similar 
works published as records of the same war is that this one not only com-
memorates the actions and individuals of the military organizations but 
also those of the auxiliary and civilian efforts. The records of nursing staff, 
both those who went to Europe and those who served here in Canada, are 
particularly valuable because of their relative scarcity.

Some sections are written from the perspective of civilian organizations.  
These not only report on the individuals who left their colleges, universi-
ties and service clubs to go to war but also recording the individual efforts 
here “at home” in such activities as fund raising and making sure the re-
turning troops were well looked after. 

While it was recognized that the aim to report every war effort contribu-
tion would never be possible, this book does make a splendid effort.  Men-
tion should also be made of the numerous photographs and portraits pro-
vided throughout the pages.  Of course the technical standard of the pho-
tography and the printing do not do full justice to the subjects yet their 
value to the book is high. This book is a valuable record of Nova Scotia’s 
contribution to, “the war to end all wars.”

© Copyright Archive CD Books Canada Inc. 2007.  All rights reserved.
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PREFACE

TWO years have passed since the last gun was fired in the
Great War on the Western Front and hitherto no attempt
has been made to place before the people of Nova Scotia a

comprehensive history of the various Military Units and Patriotic
Organizations which won for the Province imperishable fame.

Anyone who makes an impartial investigation of Nova Scotia's
response to the call of duty will concede that the sturdy little
Province by the sea achieved an enviable record. In some respects
it surpassed the other Provinces of the Dominion in promoting the
successful conclusion of the great conflict—not only by the number
of splendid troops it supplied in proportion to its population, both
for Overseas and Home Service, but also because it had in its
capital city, Halifax, the Naval Base of the British Empire on the
Atlantic Coast, and from its spacious harbor sent many hundreds
of ships Overseas laden with Canadian and Allied troops and
received them after the Armistice when they were employed in
returning the victors to their homes. From Nova Scotia ports,
chiefly Halifax and Sydney, were also shipped munitions, supplies
and equipment required by the Army in the field. The appreciation
of the troops and their dependants on their return from Overseas
of the welcome given them by the representatives of the citizens of
Halifax, and the comforts and kindnesses bestowed upon them, has
been attested by many grateful letters received from homes scat-
tered over the North American continent. The patriotic work of
the Nova Scotia Branch of the Red Cross Society, with its country
auxiliaries, was magnificent. All other patriotic societies and
organizations gave equally valuable service. In fact, Nova Scotia
played a role in the conduct of the war which will redound to her
glory for all time. May the same sense of unity and spirit of self-
devotion, which characterized her people during the war, be re-
tained undiminished and be used wisely in time of peace.

In giving a review of each of the Military Units which were
mobilized or organized in Nova Scotia for service in the Great War,
narrative has been adhered to as far as possible. Official war
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PREFACE

records were consulted in so far as they were available, but a
great deal of information had to be gathered from personal war
diaries and interviews. The book contains as complete a history
of Nova Scotia's part in the Great War as could be compressed
into a single handy library volume. And it has several unique
features. It contains many engraved portraits of Nova Scotian
officers who made the supreme sacrifice, of officers commanding
Units, leaders of patriotic organizations, and groups of special
persons and events, and a reproduction of the authentic Nova
Scotia Coat of Arms, granted by Charles I—all of which will be of
great interest to readers of this history.

Before closing this preface special recognition should be made
of J. D. Logan, M.A. (Dalhousie Univ.), Ph.D. (Harvard Univ.),
formerly Sergeant in the 85th Battalion, Nova Scotia Highlanders,
for his patient, keen, and thorough reading of the entire manuscript,
with important alterations and corrections.

1 am also deeply indebted to Major J. G. Johnstone, R.O., for
his indefatigable assistance in the compilation of this volume.

For information and assistance my thanks are also due to:
Colonel W. E. Thompson, Colonel Thos. Cantley, Lt.-Col. S. G.
Robertson, C.B.E.. Lt.-Col. H. Flowers, Lt.-Col. Joseph Hayes,
D.S.O., Lt.-Col. D. H. Sutherland, Lt.-Col. R. B. Simmons, Lt.-Col.
A. W. Duffus, Lt.-Col. T. M. Seeley. Lt.-Col. J. L. McKinnon.
Lt.-Col. E. C. Dean, Major C. E. McLaughlin, Major G. B. Cutten,
Acadia Univ., Major A. A. Sturley, Univ. of King's College, Major
J. F. Taylor, Major M. D. McKeigan, Major \V. G. McRae, Major
D. A. McKinnon, D.S.O., Major P. O. Soulis, Capt. G. C.
McElhinney, M.C., Capt. Angus L. McDonald, Hon. Capt. Clarence
McKinnon, Capt. B. M. Beckwith, Capt. F. G. Kingdon, Capt. G. T.
Shaw, Lieut. W. H. Whidden. Dr. H. P. McPherson, St. Francis
Xavier University, Professor Fraser Harris, Medical School, Dal-
housie University, Principal F. H. Sexton, Nova Scotia Technical
College, Mr. A. A. Campbell. Mr. F. A. Crowell, Mr. McI. Miller.
Mr. Stuart McCawley, Mr. Wilfred Hearn, Mr. J. McL. Fraser,
Mr. J. A. Walker. ' M. S. Hunt

HALIFAX, N.S. Capt. R.O.
ARMISTICE DAY, 1920.
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CHAPTER II.

THE 6th CANADIAN MOUNTED RIFLES.

THE 6th Canadian Mounted Rifles was recruited from the
different Maritime Provinces Militia Cavalry Regiments—
" A ' ' Squadron from the 8th P.L.F. (headquarters Sack-

ville, N.B.), and 36th P.E.I. Light Horse (headquarters Charlotte-
town, P.E.I.) ; " B " Squadron from the 28th N.B. Dragoon Guards
(headquarters St. John, N.B.), and " C " Squadron from the 14th
King's Canadian Hussars (headquarters Canning, Nova Scotia).

The establishment of officers and warrant officers consisted of
the following:

O.C., Lieut.-Col. R. H. Ryan, South African, Russian-Japanese,
American-Mexican Wars; 2nd I.C., Lieut.-Col. A. E. Ings, Militia
Long Service Medal; Capt. and Adj., Capt. B. W. Roscoe (later
Capt. J. W. Long) ; Q.M., Major R. A. March; O.M., Major Colin
Macintosh; Chaplain, Capt. G. A. Kuhring; M.O., Capt. F. A. R.
Gow; Sig. Off., Capt. H. R. Emmerson; Asst. Adj., Lieut. E. M.
Arnold; Vet. Off., Lieut. J. S. Roy; R.S.M., L. W. Long.

"A" Squadron—O.C., Major A. J. Markham; 2nd I.C., Capt.
B. W. Roscoe; Lieut. A. T. Ganong, Lieut. G. N. D. Otty, Lieut.
G. R. Barnes, Lieut. W. D. Atkinson, Sqd. Sgt.-Major N. Dawes.

"B" Squadron—Major C. H. McLean; 2nd I.C., Capt. M. A.
Scovil; Lieut. E. J. Mooney, Lieut. E. A. Thomas, Lieut. H. S.
Everitt, Lieut. Geo. Morrisey, Sqd. Sgt.-Major J. M. Lamb.

"C" Squadron—Major T. A. Lydiard; 2nd I.C., Capt. J. C.
Gray; Lieut. H. H. Pineo, Lieut. J. P. Knowlton, Lieut. W. J.
Brown, Lieut. H. L. Bowness, Lieut. B. M. Beckwith, Sqd. Sgt.-
Major George Gill.

Colonel Ryan and many of the officers and other ranks had
volunteered at the outbreak of the war but owing to the expected
necessity for the employment of mounted troops in the Maritime
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THE 25th BATTALION

Lieut.-Colonel Bauld commanded the Battalion at the taking of
Fresnoy and Arleux late in February. While these were only local
affairs and confined to a narrow front, they were the cause of some
very severe casualties. " D " and " C " Companies suffered very
severely at Arleux. Captain Weare, M.C., was severely shell-
shocked, Lieutenants Bell and Wallace, two very promising young
officers, were killed, and scores of our
men caught in the wire, in the darkness,
were literally shot to pieces.

Shortly after this affair, two officers'
batmen from " C " Company went astray
in the darkness with their officers' rations
and strayed into the enemy lines. Their
whereabouts was a matter of conjecture
until the publication of the roll of prison-
ers of war. In the thirty-eight months
during which the 25th Battalion was in
contact with the flower of the German LIEUT.-COL. "STAN " BAULD.
War Lord's Legions, only eight of our
men were captured alive. The five machine-gunners have
already been noted. They were detached from the Battalion at
the time of their capture. The two mentioned above were the
victims of a dark night and unfamiliar recently captured ground.
The eighth man to be captured was taken on the Mericourt Sector
early in 1918 during a raid by a party of three officers and ninety
Huns on a thinly held portion of the sector. We also succeeded in
capturing one of the raiding party who was unfortunate enough to
get into our wire entanglements A great deal of information was
gleaned from the captive regarding the training and composition of
the raiding party. The man who was captured by the enemy had
only joined the Battalion a few days previously. So what informa-
tion the German Intelligence Staff gleaned from him must have been
purely family affairs.

Early in July, 1917. Lieut.-Colonel Bauld obtained leave of
absence to visit his home, and the command of the Battalion
devolved on Major Blois, D.S.O., who commanded the 25th. until
he in turn was granted leave to Canada in May, 1918.
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CHAPTER XX.

246th BATTALION, C.E.F.

THE 246th Battalion was authorized in August, 1916, as a
Reserve Unit to supply reinforcements to the Nova Scotia
Highland Brigade. It was organized at Camp Aldershot a

short time before the Brigade embarked for Overseas, and to it
were transferred officers and other ranks who, from various causes,
were temporarily unfit for service at the Front. Each Battalion
of the Brigade was represented by one Company, " A " Company,
the 85th Battalion; " B " Company, 185th Battalion; " C "' Company,
193rd Battalion, and " D " Company, 219th Battalion.

The officers were:

Lieut.-Col. X. H. Parsons Officer Commanding.
Major G. B. Cutten Second in Command.
Major H. H. Bligh Company Commander.
Major H. D. Creighton Company Commander.
Major M. A. McKay Company Commander.
Major W. G. McRae Company Commander.
Capt. A. McKinnon
Capt. G. E. Roberts
Capt. J. Armitage Adjutant.
Capt. L. L. Titus Quartermaster.
Capt. A. C. Wilson Medical Officer.
Capt. C. W. Corey Chaplain.
Capt. F. Robertson Paymaster.
Lieut. R. V. Harris Asst. Adjutant.
Lieuts. F. J. McCharles, A. T. E. Crosby, E. S. H. Lane,

H. F. Lockhart, H. L. Mclnnes, A. W. Rogers, W. B.
Ross, E. C. Shields, C. E. Smith, H. R. Theakston,
W. M. Bligh, C. E. Baker, G. D. Blackadar, R. S.
Edwards, N. Rogers, J. S. Roy.

A detachment of the 246th under the command of Major H. D.
Creighton was sent to Trenton to guard the Nova Scotia Steel
Company's plant at that point, and was later relieved by a detach-
ment from the Composite Battalion.

During the autumn and winter months recruiting became very
difficult, and when the necessity for compulsory service became

146



NOVA SCOTIA'S PART IN THE GREAT WAR

MILITARY SERVICE OF NURSES ENLISTED OR DEMOBILIZED
IN NOVA SCOTIA.

England, France and Salonika.

Clarke, Catherine Parker. Macintosh, Mary Catherine.
Condon, Margaret. McKay, Alice Lettie.
McKenzie, Elizabeth Margaret.

England and Salonika.
Brennan, Emily Lorraine.

England, France and Russia.
Cotton, Dorothy M., R.R.C.

England and France.
Archard, Sarah Ann, A.R.R.C. Bayers, Gladys Fuller.
Allan, Ann Doctor, R.R.C. Beers, Vivian Gertrude.
Arbuckle, M. B. Cameron, Josephine Christine.
Benvie, Ada. Connell, Monica.
Black, Amy Isabel. Cooke, Elizabeth Ann; mentioned in

dispatches.

Nova Scotia was as prominent in the Nursing as in the Medical
Service, and is said to have contributed during the War more
Matrons in France than any other individual Province in the
Dominion. It gave the Matron-in-Chief of the Canadian Forces,
Miss Margaret C. MacDonald, R.R.C., M.M. des I (French Army).
Miss MacDonald had previously seen active service in the Spanish-
American War and the South African War.

The other Nova Scotia nurses who were Matrons in France
during the war were: Miss Georgina Pope, R.R.C. (Senior Matron
in Canada), who went with the Canadian Contingent to the South
African War as Matron; Miss Harriett Graham, R.R.C; Miss
L. M. Hubley, R.R.C; Miss K. C. MacLatchy, R.R.C; Miss S. C
MacIsaac, R.R.C; Miss Elizabeth B. Ross. R.R.C; Miss A. C.
Strong, R.R.C

Calder, Jennie Squair, A.R.R.C. Doyle, Elizabeth C. (Mrs.)
Cameron, Annie May. Drew, Margaret Currie.
Campbell, Laura Emily. Duthie, Edna Craig.
Chisholm, Christena Elizabeth; men- Edgecombe, Lillian Grace.

tioned in dispatches. Ellis, Helena Margaret.
Chisholm, Sarah Catherine. Etherington, Ethel B.
Churchill, Sarah. Fitzgerald, Lillian Mary.
Davidson, Jessie Ann. Follette, Minnie (drowned Lland-
Dawson, Isabel Helen. overy Castle}.
Dempsey, Mary Catharine. Fraser, Annie Margaret.
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NOVA SCOTIA'S PART IN THE GREAT WAR

for, complete returns made out, such as marching out state, lists of
officers, inspection of all documents, and many other details. After
that particular ship was loaded she would pull away from the pier
and remain in harbor awaiting the loading of the other transports.
Very often these transports would lie in the harbor for some days
before sailing, awaiting the completion of the convoy, a result being
that additional casualties would occur daily on each ship during
that period. These had to be taken off the ship, in turn, all docu-
ments corrected to date so that when the ship sailed from the harbor
an accurate record of every man on board was complete and thus
enabled the Government to check the proper charges of the Steam-
ship Companies for transportation. In the early stages of the War
transports to the number of forty would sail from Halifax in one
convoy, but towards the latter end of the War the Naval Authorities
provided for convoys not exceeding seventeen ships at one time.

In all there were 284,455 Canadian troops embarked from Hali-
fax. Some 50,000 Chinamen, and a large number of American
troops also embarked from this port. In addition, ships with New
Zealanders and Australians on board called at this port to join the
convoys, and often were allowed to land for route marches and
given shore leave. This also entailed much work on this district,
due to the necessity of looking after casualties, absentees, etc.

Of all the casualties occurring during these embarkations a care-
ful record had to be kept, and in due course, that is, as soon as
possible after they became fit or were apprehended, they were sent
Overseas on later transports.

Many complicated questions arose during this period, as, for
instance, men arriving on troop trains under arrest for misde-
meanors of various kinds, and thus necessitating this district dealing
with such cases.

Following is a summary of the Canadian troops that embarked
at Halifax during the war period :—

Date. Embarked Monthly
1915. Ship. Halifax. Total.

Jan. 8 Zeeland 346
• 346

Feb. 23 Megantic 40
23 Missinabie 13
28 Scandinavian 23

76
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RED CROSS SOCIETY

their attitude toward them and their loyalty and patience with the
many unavoidable delays and mistakes.

During the last two years of the War, as the work became
heavier, this Department had associated with it Mrs. W. McK.
McLeod, who acted as Secretary for Cape Breton, and Miss Almon.
Special mention must also be made of the work of Miss Clara
Dennis in meeting and welcoming home repatriated men who had
been prisoners of war. During 1918-19 one thousand and eight of
these men were met and greeted by Miss Dennis. To each man
was handed a card of welcome from the Red Cross and a box of
confectionery. He was asked to record his name, regimental num-
ber, German prison camp, and his home address in a book specially
prepared for the purpose. That the men appreciated this informal
but hearty welcome home is abundantly proved by the fact that
Miss Dennis has since received from them hundreds of letters of
thanks.

It is impossible to give in detail the names of the many thou-
sands of devoted and faithful voluntary workers throughout the
Province of Nova Scotia who sought no reward for their labors
but the joy of knowing that the Society achieved its aim—the
alleviation of the sufferings of our fighting men.

Red Cross Chartered Branches.

Place. President.
Amherst Mrs. W. R. Fishleigh.
Arichat Mrs. C. D. Terrio.
Antigonish Mrs. D. G. Kirk.
Baddeck Mrs. F. W. McCurdy.
Barrington Mrs. Wilson Crowell.
Berwick Mrs. Alex. Anderson.
Bishop's Mountain Mrs. C. O. Downie.
Brass Hill Mrs. F. Nickerson.
Brule Mrs. A. C. Cook.
Barney's River Mrs. Wm. McDonald.
Boulardarie Mrs. J. Fraser.
Canso Mrs. C. O'Donoghue.
Cape North Miss Grace Gwynn.
Chester Dr. C. O. Hebb.
Dartmouth Mrs. W. R. Foster.
Dominion No. 6 Mrs. Anna B. Wight.
Goldboro Mrs. Edgar Silver.
Glace Bay Mrs. P. E. Ogilvy.
Halifax Mrs. Wm. Dennis.
Hazel Hill Mrs. Dunning.
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PROMINENT NOVA SCOTIANS

Capt. E. J. Dwyer was Second in Command of " C " Company,
85th Battalion. He left the Battalion shortly after it arrived in
England to join the 25th Battalion in France. After serving with
the latter Unit for six months he was detailed to proceed to
Mesopotamia, and sailed on the Nyanza. This ship was torpedoed
and Captain Dwyer was drowned.

Capt. L. Ray Cutten, an officer in the 93rd Cumberland Regi-
ment. He volunteered for service Overseas at the outbreak of war
and was Assistant Adjutant of the 17th Battalion. He transferred
to the 15th Battalion and again to the 2nd Battalion, in which he
was a Company Comander and was recommended for the Military-
Cross. He was killed at Maple Grove, near Hill 60, June 5, 1916.
Buried near Poperinghe.

Capt. Edgar S. Spurr, M.C., obtained his commission in 112th
Battalion. Promoted to rank of Captain July 24, 1916. Reverted
to go to France, where he served with the 25th Battalion. Awarded
the Military Cross and regained the rank of Captain, August 15,
1917. Killed in action, June 14, 1918.

Capt. George Collins Parish, Yarmouth. N.S. Immediately
after the outbreak of the Great War, was appointed Lieutenant in
the 81st Regiment Canadian Infantry.

Commissioned as a Lieutenant in the 40th Battalion, C.E.F.
Recruited a Platoon in Yarmouth for that Unit, took them to Val-
cartier. After a period of training he was sent Overseas in com-
mand of a reinforcing draft of 250 men.

He was attached to the 17th Reserve Battalion at Bramshott for
a period, when, in 1916, he was posted to the 25th Battalion, and
sent to Belgium, was severely wounded and invalided home. On
his partial recovery he was posted to the 1st Nova Scotia Regiment,.
Depot Battalion, as Paymaster, with the rank of Captain. He con-
tracted influenza and died October 28, 1918. Was interred at
Mountain Cemetery, Yarmouth.
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