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INTRODUCTORY.

The Author is deeply sensible of the demerits of the present volume, which has beer, compiled

amid the pressing demands made by the editorial charge of a daily newspaper. Great difficulty has-

been experienced in securing information concerning the early settlement of the respective Munici-

palities, owing to the absence, in most cases, of official data. To avoid the use of explanatory foot

notes and references to authorities, quotation marks have been employed, and the works consulted

generally acknowledged.

A large amount of space has been devoted to Biographical Sketches ; yet in this department the

list is far from being complete, owing to various causes, the chief of which has been lack of

co-operation upon the part of those most deeply interested.

The utility and benefit of a County History rests primarily upon the facts which are collated1

for the use of the general historian : the Author therefore ventures to hope that the HISTORY o r

LEEDS AND GRENVILLE will be productive of a more complete knowledge of the settlement, growth,,

and development of the United Counties.
THAD. W. H. LEAVITT.

PRINCIPAL WORKS CONSULTED.
Brockville Recorder.
Brockville Monitor.
Brockville Gazette.
" Parliamentary Companion."
" Case and His Cotemporaries."
" Smith's History of Canada."
„ McMullen's History of Canada."
" Hough's History of St. Lawrence and Franklin

Counties-
" Evertt's History of St. Lawrence County."
" Settlement of Upper Canada," by Dr. Caniff.
" Tackaberry's Atlas."
" The Irish in America," by Maguire.
"The Irishman in Canada," by N. F. Davin.
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"Croil's History of Dundas."
Old Files of Newspapers.
"Canadian Monthly."
"Colonel Coffin's Chronicle of the War of 1812.
Toronto Globe.
" Hogan's Essay on Canada."
"Documentary History of New York."
" Life and Times of W. L. Mackenzie."
" Gazetteer of New York."
" Census of Canada."
" History of Methodism," by Playter.
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HISTORY
OF

LEEDS AND GRENVILLE.
BY THAD. W. H. LEAVITT.

CHAPTER I.

CANADIAN RELICS-—ANCIENT INDIAN REMAINS IN

AUGUSTA, EDWARDSBURG, AND REAR OF YONGE

AND ESCOTT.

THE present age is pre-eminently characterized by
a spirit of investigation and research, and in no
department is this spirit more apparent than in that
of History. To lift the veil which shrouds the
misty past, and bring to light the facts connected
with the birth and infant days of a nation, is a task
possessing peculiar charms, not only to the anti-
quarian who traces the footsteps well worn by
time, but also to those who love the legendary
tales of long ago. Canada is rich in pre-historic
mounds, in scattered relics, in memorable adven-
tures, in pioneer struggles, but, above all, in the
half-forgotten and never-recorded sufferings, priva-
tions, and heroism of the " King's Men," known as
United Empire Loyalists. The history of an
empire is but the combined history of its provinces ;
the history of its provinces the epitome of its
several counties and townships. Proof is not
wanting that Ontario was at one time the home
of a race similar in civilization to the tribes
inhabiting Peru, Central America, and Mexico, and
who left behind them architectural and other
remains, which the aborigines were unable to
explain to their conquerors, the Spaniards. The
higher types of ruined temples and other edifices
were found in the low latitudes, while the ruder
monuments of New Mexico were succeeded by the
rock sculptures eastward of the Alleghanies, the
mounds, embankments, and ditches stretching along
the valley of the Mississippi and northward into
Canada. These remains have been variously
ascribed to Tartar, Hebrew, and Celtic origins,
and also to a supposed migration of Aztecs
from some undefined northern region, or from
Kamtschaka, beyond Behring's Straits. Of the
origin of such specimens of aboriginal art, the

Indians could furnish not the slightest explanation,
though they possessed dim legends relating to a
superior race, which occupied the fertile portions of
the country long ago, and had been extirpated
in a great war. The earthworks were undoubtedly
of a defensive character, generally consisting of an
embankment and exterior ditch, of varying dimen-
sions, with approaches artfully concealed. When
not erected so as to enclose springs, provision was
made for artificial reservoirs for holding water in
case of a seige.

In July, 1854, W. E. Guest, Esq., made a visit
to the mound in the vicinity of Spencerville, in the
County of Grenville, furnishing a report for the
Smithsonian Institution at Washington, said report
being subsequently published, and from which we
quote :

"Hundreds and thousands of years before the
white man's foot had pressed the soil of the New
World, there lived and flourished a race of men
who called this continent their home. Had they
a written history, what deeds of chivalry might we
not peruse ! What tales of forest! Alas ! for their
glory, their ardor, and their pride !—

1 They have all passed away,
That noble race and brave,

Their light canoes have vanished
From oft the crested wave.

* • * * But
Their name is on your waters,

You may not wash it out.'

" One of the principal mounds in Canada is
situated in the Township of Augusta, about eight
and a-half miles north-west of Prescott, on a farm
formerly occupied by Mr. Tarp. The work is
almost eighty rods in length, its greatest width
twenty rods. The westerly part has a half-moon
embankment extending some ten rods across a neck
of land, terminating to the north in a swamp, and
to the south-west near the edge of a creek. It has
three openings, which are from twenty to twenty-
five feet wide. Upon this embankment there is &
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Were the regulation in force at the present time,
we fear the present genial gaolor would soon be
worn down to a skeleton.

CHAPTER XVII.

THE REAR OF LEEDS AND LANSDOWNE.

THIS Township was originally settled by lumbermen,
who were attracted to that quarter by the large
quantity of pine and other valuable timber, found
in close proximity to the stream whose outlet is the
Gananoque River. At an early date, spars and
masts of great value were cut and taken to Ganan-
oque, where the firm of C. & J. McDonald had
established a market.

The erection of an iron furnace at Furnace Falls
gave an impetus to the settlement, which was sub-
sequently increased by the erection of flouring and
lumber mills at the same place. The completion of
the Rideau Canal, touching the municipality at
Seeley's Bay, laid the foundation of agricultural
prosperity, by furnishing an outlet for produce,
and, at the same time, enhancing the value of
lumber, by opening, through Kingston, the American
market.

In" 1816, the Rev. William Smart furnished the
following report, in answer to a series of questions
addressed to the several townships of the Province:

LEEDS.

Settled in 1786 (Front Part. ) Land selling at $2
per acre. The iron works in a state of ruin.

The following list contains all the patents granted
in Leeds, up to the 31st Dec, 1802: —

TOWNSHIP OF LEEDS.

Lot. Name of Grantee. Part of Lot. Date of Patent.

BIOGRAPHICAL.

DOCTOR JAMES SCHOFIELD.

Doctor James Schofield, born in Connecticut, U. S.,
(father of the late Major Ira Schofield, James
Schofield, Esq., and Doctor Peter Schofield), came
into Canada with his son, Ira Schofield, in 1795, and
immediately built an iron forge at Furnace Falls,
where he manufactured the first iron made in Upper
Canada.

When the war of 1812 broke out, Captain Ira
Schofield was at once called out with his company
and stationed at Gananoque, and afterwards at
Prescott. His father, Doctor James Schofield,
served in the force as a physician and surgeon;
James Schofield being at the same time employed in
the Commissary Department at Cornwall.

Doctor Peter Schofield came to Canada in the
year 1800, remaining a few years, and returning to
New York, where he became a member of the
College of Physicians and Surgeons of that State.
When the war of 1812 broke out, he was appointed
a surgeon in the U. S. army. At the close of the
war he removed to the County of Leeds, where he
settled and remained until his death in May, i860.
He was appointed Justice of the Peace and a mem-
ber of the Commissioner's Court. In June, 1828, he
called a public meeting and delivered an address
upon Temperance at the close of the lecture organ-
izing a Temperance Society (the first in the Dominion
of Canada. )

RECOLLECTIONS OF HIEL SLITER, ESQ.

Mr. Sliter was born in the State of Vermont, on
the 13th of January, 1795, in the County of Rutland.
In 1801, his father left his family in Vermont and
visited Upper Canada, in consequence of the pro-
clamation of Governor Simcoe, which contained an
offer of a free grant of 200 acres to each United
Empire Loyalist. Returning to Vermont, he
obtained a yolk of oxen, built a large sleigh, upon
which were placed his family and household effects,
and with this conveyance started for Canada. The
trip occupied nearly five weeks. When Mr. Sliter
settled in the Rear of Leeds, the nearest store was
kept by Daniel Jones, where Brockville now stands.
The place was known at that time as Snarlingtown.
Mr. Jones had a small store and also a mill. In
answer to the question, " How did you live ?" Mr.
Sliter says " This is easier to ask than to answer. "
When we had ' no tea, ' we procured a substitute
in wintergreen sage, or burned corn coffee. One of
our greatest difficulties was the grinding of the
corn. We were compelled to construct a mill
similar to that described in the memoir of Sheriff
Sherwood.
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