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About this CD.

Full title: "The Canadian Biographical Dictionary and Portrait Gallery of Eminent and Self-Made Men - On-
tario".

In composing this description it was found that the book's Preface already supplied much of the desired text.
For example:

"The publication of this work will contribute to the supply of materials for the future historian." and "In making
a selection of names for the Biographical Dictionary, the Publishers have aimed to give a view of the represen-
tatives of the various interests of this Province ... , and indeed all who take part in the intellectual, social, and
material progress of the people." and finally, "The Publishers ... are determined to spare neither labor nor ex-
pense in giving to the world the most authentic information how these men have won fortune, how the world
has been benefited by their labors, and what has been the turning-point of their success."

Many of this type of publication were produced to mark the end of the 19th century but, in the main, inclusion
in their pages was a result of buying a "subscription" to the publication, so that the range of individuals por-
trayed was constrained to those having both the necessary cash to hand and the desire to leave their mark for
posterity. In this case, however, the publishers claim, "It is but just to mention that not one cent has been asked
or received from the parties whose biographies have been given in this work ..." so that it might be expected
that the individuals (and at least one family) included are a more representative cross section of the class of in-
dividual who can be regarded as "Eminent and Self-Made." Or, more properly, is only limited by a desire for
anonymity or by the modesty of certain of those invited to provide source materials to the editors.

The editors usually take the contemporary "head of the family" as their primary subject and provide details of
his family, education, marriage(s), career, religion and affiliations in addition to any notable incidents in his life.
Within this framework is also included the general background information of his immediate family, such as the
wife's parentage, the subject's offspring, etc., etc.

This almost 800 page book provides exceptional information about over 500 "Eminent and Self-Made" men and
their families living in Ontario in 1880 and includes 50 really nice steel engraved portraits. We have provided a
file on the Downloads page of our web site giving all the names appearing in the book's index, but do not forget
that many more families are going to be mentioned by virtue of being related to the immediate subjects through
marriage.

Fully searchable with search speed optimized through the use of our FastFind technology.
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PREFACE.

N undertaking the publication of this ENcYcLOPEDIA OF EMINENT CANADIAN MEN, the

- Publishers are guided by two business principles: First, the belief that they are supplying
a public need ; and second, the conviction that they will be able to supply the best work on
the subject.

The belief that the work is needed is founded on the fact that the world worships success,

and is glad to learn how it has been brought about. The truth of this is shown in the fact
" that if a man be poor, though he have the learning of a Blackstone, the genius of a Watt,
or the patient perseverance of a Goodyear, yet, until he has achieved success, mankind has
no interest in his history. His aspirations, his anxieties, and his heart struggles, may have an
interest for beings of higher intelligence, but for the mass of mankind, these have no charms.
But if by some cunning device, by some daring enterprise, or after long struggles and persever-
ance, he acquire a fortune, then the reluctant world is lavish in its admiration, his history is

full of interest, and every one is anxious to know how he achieved success.

The Publishers found the second business principle on the fact that they are determined
to spare neither labor nor expense in giving to the world the most authentic information how
these men have won fortune, how the world has been benefited by their labors, and what has
been the turning-point of their success. These examples are of great interest, may ‘spread
good seed, encourage the weary, give new life to the desponding, and energy to the aspiring.
In the hearts of the young there are ever hopes and yearnings ; and although seldom expressed,
and often not even acknowledged to themselves, they want only the inspiration of example

to point the way, to accomplish a full fruition of their hopes.

The Publishers believe they are engaged in a laudable enterprise, and trust to a discerning
public for a liberal response. It is but just to mention that not one cent has been asked or
received from the parties whose biographies have been given in this work ; nor is it intended
to pander to the vanity of the weak. Eulogy belongs to the dead, not to the living. A record
of a man’s life and works constitutes his biography ; the praise of his virtues is more appro-
priate in an obituary., It is our object to seek out merit, and by a simple narration of the
origin, career, and achievements of individuals, show how the country has become great, and
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who are the men that have helped to do the work. To know how to achieve success is a
laudable craving of the human heart, and to teach by example is the best mode of satisfying
that craving. . '

_The publication of this work will contribute to the supply of materials for the future
historian, The day has arrived when something more than the memoriés of the ancestry of
the titled few shall usurp the admiration.of mankind. A new era, a new civilization, }1as
sprung up, which furnishes a different material for history. There has been enough written
of kings, feudal barons, and the turbulence of unbridled power. It is the social condition of
‘the people that makes the history of Canada, which is by far more interesting, by far more
useful, and by far more exemplary, than all the feuds and cabals which crowd the pages of
European history.

The interests of Canada demand that her history should be modeled after her institutions,
and viewed from that Standpoint, honor should be given to those who made the. country
great. A man is a constituent of a community ; so is the history of an individual a constituent
of the history of a country; and that history which best represents the lives of prominent
individuals, will best represent the social condition of a country.

In making a selection of names for the BrograPHICAL DICTIONARY, the Publishers have
aimed to give a view of the representatives of the various interests of this Province : the
Statesmen, the Preachers, ‘the Lawyers, the Merchants, the Manufacturers, the Engineers,
Educational and Medical Men, anid indeed all who take pa.ft in the intellectual, social, and
material progress of the people. If all are not represented, it is because our efforts have failed
to reach them, or because the parties themselves were not familiar with. the importance of the
work, and have failed to furnish the necessary information. There are some who, from vain

“pride, have refused information ; they feared that their names might be associated with names
" which did not come up to their standardk; others again, who are worthy citizens, have from
a false modesty refused to give particulars, as they said their lives were not of sufficient
importance, thereby accepting the position of being supernumeréries in society, who have no
share in the common interest—forgetting that in a few years their names, without a record,
will be lost in oblivion, and their posterity deprived of the gratification and advantage of

reference to an honorable ancestry.

The BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY will present a galaxy of men whose career will do honor
to any country, exhibiting a variety of enterprise and the best illustration of social life ever
published. The portraits have the accuracy of photographic art transferred to steel by the
ablest engravers of England and America.
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removed to Brampton, the county town. His variety of clerkships he is attending to with the
utmost care, being always at his post. While on the farm, he acted part of the time as a direc-
tor of the local Agricultural Society. Before taking a county office, Mr. Austin interested him-
self a good deal in the success of the Reform party. He belongs to the Methodist church of
Canada, and sustains a consistent christian character. At times, when his health would admit
it, he has been a good worker in the Sunday school.

November 5, 1868, he married Miss Susan Graham, of the township of Toronto Gore, and
they have three children and have buried one son.

JOHN TURQUAND, M.D,
WOODSTOCK.

HE subject of this notice, one of the best known physicians and surgeons in this part of
Ontario, is of Huguenot extraction, his ancestor fleeing from France at the Revocation
of the Edict of Nantes, and settling in the city of London. His father, Bernard Turquand, was
connected, in early life, with the British navy, and subsequently with the commissariat depart-
ment, being stationed on the Island of Malta, during the plague, our subject being there born,
February 25, 1815. His father did valuable service during the reign of the plague, and
received the thanks of Sir T. Maitland, Lieut.-Governor of the island. His mother was Eliza-
beth Bennett, of Gloucestershire, England, born near the Forest of Dean. In 1820, the family
came to Canada, and located at York (now Toronto), where Bernard Turquand was chief clerk
in the Receiver-General’s office, and after the union of Upper and Lower Canada in 1841, he
was Receiver-General for a short time, dying in Montreal in 1856. He was a man of great
amiability and generosity, and he and his noble wife were noted for their good offices to
immigrants, who were pouring into Canada, fifty and sixty years ago.

Dr. Turquand ecommenced his education at Toronto, in a district school, taught by Rev.
Dr., afterwards Bishop, Strachan; among his schoolmates being Rev. Canon Givens, Rev.
Henry Scadding, LL.D., and Bishop Fuller of the Niagara District. In 1830, when Upper
Canada College, Toronto, was opened, he entered it and spent three years there. He studied
medicine with Dr. John King, of the same city ; attended lectures at MeGill College, Montreal ;
commenced practice at Woodstock, in September, 1837, and bas been in constant and general
practice here from that date. At an early day, before gravelled and stone roads, or any other
good roads were built, he had not only extensive, but very hard rides through the wild woods,
covering an area of twenty miles in nearly every direction, and in some cases extending much
further. No man in the county is better known than “old Dr. Turquand,” as he is gene-
rally and respectfully called. The families, to the medical wants of which he has administered,
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