Common Garden Snail

The common garden snail, scientifically known as Cornu aspersum, is a terrestrial mollusc
belonging to the family Helicidae. It is one of the most familiar snails, often found in gardens
and urban areas across the world.

Physical Characteristics

e Shell: The shell of the common garden snail is typically a brownish colour with a
distinctive spiral pattern. It can grow up to 3-4 centimetre's in diameter.

e Body: The snail's body is soft, elongated, and usually a greyish colour. It has a muscular
foot that it uses for movement.

e Tentacles: The snail possesses two pairs of tentacles. The upper pair contains the eyes,
while the lower pair is used for smelling and feeling the environment.

Habitat and Distribution

e Natural Habitat: Common garden snails are usually found in gardens, parks, and other
areas with abundant vegetation. They thrive in moist environments.

e Geographical Distribution: Originally native to the Mediterranean region and Western
Europe, the common garden snail has now spread to many parts of the world, including
North America, Australia, and South America.

Behaviour and Diet

e Diet: These snails are herbivorous, feeding on a variety of plant materials, including
leaves, flowers, fruits, and bark. They can be considered pests in gardens due to their
propensity to eat cultivated plants.

e Activity: Garden snails are primarily nocturnal creatures, coming out to feed during the
night or on cloudy days when the risk of desiccation is lower.

e Reproduction: They are hermaphroditic, meaning each individual has both male and
female reproductive organs. They typically lay eggs in the soil, which hatch into small
snails.

Role in the Ecosystem

e Ecological Impact: While garden snails can be pests, they also play a significant role in
the ecosystem by breaking down decomposing plant material and serving as prey for
birds, small mammals, and other predators.

e Environmental Indicator: Snails, including the common garden snail, can serve as
indicators of environmental health due to their sensitivity to pollution and climate
changes.

Interesting Facts



e Adaptability: The common garden snail is highly adaptable, which is one reason for its
widespread distribution.

e Hibernation: During unfavourable conditions, such as extreme cold or drought, garden
snails can enter a state of dormancy to conserve energy.

In conclusion, the common garden snail is a fascinating creature with a remarkable ability to
adapt to diverse environments. Despite their sometimes pesky reputation in gardens, they
are an essential part of the ecosystem.




