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UNCLE GOOSE 
2625 Buchanan Ave SW Unit B 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49548

888.774.2046

Enjoy! Have Fun!
With so many possibilities, Our GroovieTM Blocks will continue to challenge your child
for many years to come, from preschool through elementary school. They may even
intrigue the adult “children” of the family.

If your child finds a creative way to use the GrooviesTM,
we’d like to hear about it.
Please write to us at the address below.
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TM Place Value

Interlock numbers together to form big numbers, like 471. You can use big numbers 
to teach place value (one’s place, ten’s place, hundred’s place).

Fractions
Cover up some of the shapes in a grouping to create fractions (“one out of three,  
two out of three”). 

Each Groovie Block has two pattern-building sides. You can form circles, squares, and 
diamonds. Have your child build a circle from two halves, then from four quarters. 
This is another great way to teach fractions.

Shapes/Colors
Because our Groovies are embossed, a child can feel the contour of the shapes.  
This kind of direct kinesthetic contact is just as important as seeing a shape and  
contributes to the retention of learning. Name the shapes for your child while they 
are looking at or touching the shapes. 

Ask your child to count the sides of a shape. “How many sides does this  
triangle have?”

Do the same for colors. Have your child match color combinations by showing them 
a side of a block that’s yellow and purple. Ask them to find another with the same 
colors. Ask them to find one with different colors.

Cover the shapes or grooves with paper and use crayons to create rubbings. Stamp  
the shapes in Playdough.

Patterns
You can also show your child a block with a solid circle and ask them to find the  
two blocks that make a that same color circle (or the four blocks). Ask your child  
to find the same shape but different colors.

Children will automatically combine these pattern sides in new and imaginative  
ways. They can create abstract designs or “pictures” of animals and houses.

You can also create patterns with the grooved sides. Place some horizontally  
and some vertically to create a pattern. Alternate  
colors or numbers of grooves as shown at right.

Fine Motor Skills
Just connecting the Groovies together will be good practice for a child to build fine 
motor skills. Have your child put their Groovies away in the box so that the grooved 
sides all fit together. This is a learning experience of seeing how “parts” make  
up a whole. You can also interlock the blocks so that they are staggered.

There are no instructions for Groovie  
Blocks, but here are some suggestions...
Our Groovie Blocks are not complicated, they’re just blocks, after all. They are,  
however, full of potential for helping children master basic math concepts. Children 
will “understand” the Groovies immediately. They will stack them, knock them 
down, interlock them, make patterns and shapes, touch the shapes with their fingers. 
It’s not essential to a child’s learning that an adult be involved while playing with 
Groovie Blocks.

But we encourage you to play with your child and their Groovies. Name or count  
the shapes out loud with them, form equations for them to solve, ask them to match 
colors or shapes. In short, challenge them, puzzle them, and then let them explore  
on their own.

The following are suggested play activities, provided as a guide for adults who wish  
to play with and direct a child’s learning through questions and examples. This list is 
only a brief introduction to the possibilities. Feel free to create your own games and 
activities. Once you have planted the seed for these concepts, children will start to do 
activities on their own. A child cannot help but absorb math concepts while playing 
with our Groovies.

Suggested Play Activities

Numbers
Each set of Groovies has two sets of numbers 0-9. Each number block has a  
numeral on one side and the same number of shapes on the opposite side. One set  
of numbers has shapes of the same size in an orderly grouping, while the other set  
has shapes of different sizes in a more creative grouping. The lesson here is that there 
are still “3” of something even if they are different sizes. This math concept is called 
“conservation of number”. A child will begin to learn to recognize numbers—even  
in different groupings.

Equations
The Groovies also come with a set of math symbols for forming equations. Because 
the blocks interlock, you can connect numbers and symbols to form equations like 
2x3=6 or 7–4=3. You can use either numerals or shapes in the equations or a combi-
nation of both. Cover up four shapes on the 7 block to show that only 3 remain.  
Use the greater-than/less-than (> /<) block and does-not-equal (≠) once the child is 
comfortable with equations. 
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