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The days get longer, the 
winds get warmer, and the 
world goes green again

Lakshan Dharmapriya & Pearce Leal

08.09.2023 - 01.10.2023

The days get longer, the winds get warmer, and the 
world goes green again presents two discrete bodies 
of work from photographers Lakshan Dharmapriya and 
Pearce Leal, examining the complex ecology and web 
of multi-species coexistence.

Although created in vastly different geographical 
locations, Dharmapriya’s and Leal’s respective works 
intertwine through a shared thematic thread - namely, 
the profound interconnection between humans and 
the natural world, how we simultaneously form, and 
are formed, by our surroundings.

Hillvale Photo respectfully acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the  
Kulin Nation as Traditional Owners of the land on which we work and operate.

Sovereignty has never been ceded. This was and always will be Aboriginal land.

The ironbark you see in the centre of the space is from Revival Projects. Upon signing a 
custodianship agreement to declare a duty of care, this resource is borrowed from and will 
be brought back to Revival for future use by others.

Thanks to Thirds Fine Art Printing and United Measures.

Pearce Leal — Slowly Through the Grass  

June, 1770. Captain James Cook’s ship runs aground at 
the river mouth of Waalumbaal Birri (Endeavour River). 
While repairs were underway, a sailor returning from 
patrol in a nearby forest recalls encountering a creature 
“black as the devil, with wings; indeed I took it for the devil, 
or I might easily have caught it for it crawled very slowly 
through the grass.” 

More commonly known today as the flying fox, this ‘devil 
with wings’ is a migratory and nomadic keystone species 
in the Australian ecosystem playing a significant role 
through the pollination of flowers and dispersing seeds 
in their nighttime foraging. Roaming widely, they travel 
hundreds of kilometres to follow the season’s change. As 
native forests are cleared, and barbed wire fences are 
erected, they are left with few options for shelter, food 
and water, flocking to the allure of botanical gardens and 
backyards filled with ripening fruit and flowering plants. 

‘We and others are entangled in knots of species who 
are co-shaping each other in layers of reciprocating 
complexity.’ Slowly Through the Grass rests on this 
interpretation of species articulated by Donna Haraway 
and engages the complex interrelationships between 
humans and flying foxes. This work is made through 
an assemblage of photographs informed by childhood 
memories, found materials from ecological texts, and 
processes of making physical interventions  
on printed matter. 

Slowly Through the Grass was made across various 
locations within the land and waterways of the Djabugay, 
Darumbal, Batjala and Wurundjeri Woi-Wurrung people. 
This land was stolen and sovereignty has  
never been ceded.

Lakshan Dharmapriya — Off Season  

As technology advances, the innate relationship between 
the human and the wild deteriorates. The battle between 
sustainability and progression looms hauntingly over 
today’s society, but that becomes exceedingly simplified 
when looking to nature as an example. Working animals 
provide an intriguing intersection between ordered human 
society and the wild systems of nature. For humans 
to get the most from an animal, one must submit to its 
natural cycles; huskies must rest in the warmer weather 
or risk overheating. They socialise, they play, they fight, 
organising the hierarchy of their pack before the bitter 
Scandinavian chill. When the cold returns, so does their 
winter coat. Then they work, they run.

Sled dogs are typically imagined working relentlessly in 
the deep snow, Off Season hopes to contribute a more 
holistic portrayal of their lives; an insight into the moments 
that allow them to reach such heights during the winter. 
It details the summer of a pack of Alaskan huskies, but 
also, the harmonies and tensions between the human and 
the landscape. The hiding from the midnight sun and the 
celebration of it too. With almost 24 hours of sunlight per 
day, for humans it feels like there is never enough time to 
fix all that needs to be fixed before winter returns. 

Like a scrapbook, a found journal, someone’s love letters to 
nature or memoirs by nature itself, Off Season has always 
existed and will continue to exist even when no-one is 
looking. Nature is unconcerned with a final objective and 
is a constant reminder to rest, play and cry with the same 
intensity that we work. Not solely to live for the promised 
fruits of ambition, but for everything in between. 

Lakshan Dharmapriya (b. 1998) is an artist and photographer 
currently based in London, UK. He has recently completed 
an MA in Photojournalism and Documentary Photography at 
LCC (2022). Using a variety of visual vehicles, he explores how 
humans intersect, interact and intervene with nature.  

Pearce Leal (b. 1993) is a photographer based in Naarm, 
Australia. His practice-based research explores the 
interrelationships between humans and fragile ecologies. He 
utilises traditional documentary practices, found imagery, and 
processes of making physical interventions on photographs to 
engage viewers with their own perceptions of ecologies.



1. Bower birds, 2022
Pearce Leal 
210 x 240mm — $140

2. Rose Bush, 2023
Pearce Leal 
210 x 240mm — $140

3. Untitled, 2022 
Pearce Leal 
420 x 510mm — $380

4. Untitled, 2021 
Pearce Leal 
240 x 300mm — $220

5. Untitled, 2022 
Pearce Leal 
240 x 300mm — $220

6. Untitled, 2023 
Pearce Leal 
170 x 210mm — $110

7. Grey headed flying foxes, 
2021 
Pearce Leal 
850 x 1085mm (framed) — $2300

8. Industrial estate roost site 
Pearce Leal 
210 x 240mm — $140

9. Untitled, 2023 
Pearce Leal 
290 x 360mm — $280

10. Freshwater Creek, 2023 
Pearce Leal 
170 x 210mm — $110

11. Cairns City Library, 2023 
Pearce Leal 
850 x 1085mm (framed) — $2300

12. Clouds, 2022 
Pearce Leal 
170 x 210mm — $110

13. Untitled, 2022 
Pearce Leal 
420 x 510mm — $380

14. Untitled (collage) 
Pearce Leal 
NFS

15. Untitled, 2023 
Pearce Leal 
290 x 360mm - $220

 
 

16. Muzak filled the botanic 
gardens, 2023
Pearce Leal 
300 x 400mm — NFS

17. Distribution Maps, 2023 
Pearce Leal 
300 x 400mm — NFS

18. Untitled (collage) 
Pearce Leal 
NFS

19. Moths, 2022 
Pearce Leal 
210 x 240mm — $140

20. Bee, 2018 
Pearce Leal 
170 x 210mm — $110

21. Untitled, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
NFS

22. Untitled, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
NFS

23. Collage, 2023 
Lakshan Dharmapriya &  
Pearce Leal 
NFS

24. Glenlyon Rd, 2021 
Pearce Leal 
170 x 210mm — $110

25. Untitled, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
180 x 210mm — $140

26. Skaidi, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
270 x 180mm — $140

27. Thaffy, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
720 x 831mm (framed) — $1800

28. Tree 3, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
NFS

29. Untitled, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
140 x 170mm — $100

30. Untitled, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
290 x 340mm — $280

 

31. Untitled, 2023 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
290 x 335mm (framed) — $450

32. Untitled, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
1190 x 790mm — $500

33. Untitled, 2023 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
NFS

34. Tree 1, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
NFS

35. Stitches (Svein), 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
360 x 420mm — $320

36. Izzy & Bonzo, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
650 x 752mm (framed) - $1600

37. Untitled, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
NFS 

38. Untitled, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
180 x 208 (framed) — $380

39. Untitled, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
180 x 210mm — $140

40. Grim, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
180 x 210mm — $140

41. Tree 2, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
NFS

42. Untitled, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
720 x 840mm — $550

43. Untitled, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
NFS

44. Mievri, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
890 x 593mm (framed) - $1400

45. Untitled, 2022 
Lakshan Dharmapriya 
420 x 270mm — $250

Please email gallery@hillvale.com.au for sales enquiries and questions

The days get longer, the winds get warmer,  
and the world goes green again
Lakshan Dharmapriya & Pearce Leal
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