
Multiplication Bead Board Lesson Plan

Purpose: The purpose of this material is to help the child memorize the multiplication tables. It is meant to be introduced after the child has had a lot of experience using 
concrete multiplication manipulatives including the golden beads, stamp game, and multiplication bead box. 

Presentation: 
1. Invite a child to do the work with you. Bring one Multiplication Board paper, one equation slip for the 5 table, one red pencil, and one standard handwriting pencil 

to a table. Say, “I’ll have a turn and then you can have a turn.”
2. Take out the number 5 equation slip and place it to the right of your bead board paper.
3. Use the red pencil to write the number 5 in the circle on the left center of the board paper. 
4. Say, “We have the number 5. Let’s take it one time.” Using the red pencil, circle the number 1 on 

the top of the board paper. Color in 5 red circles down the 1 column. 
5. Ask, “How many red circles do we have? Let’s write it down.” Write down the answer on the 

equation slip using the regular pencil.
6. Say, “Now let’s take it 2 times.” Use the red pencil to draw a line through the number one on top 

of the bead paper and circle the number 2. Fill in 5 circles beneath the number two on the board 
paper.

7. Ask, “How many do we have? Let’s write down the answer.” Write the answer on your equation 
slip.

8. Invite the child to step in and continue until all the 5 tables are done. 
9. When the child is done, say, “Wow! You’ve done a lot of work. Let me show you how you can check to see if the answers are correct.” Bring the child with you and 

show him where the multiplication control chart #1 is. Bring it back to the table.
10.	 Take	the	slip	and	review	each	equation,	have	the	child	say	the	words	and	show	him	how	to	find	the	answers	on	the	chart.
11. Encourage the child to decorate his/her work. If they have completed many equation slips, they may wish to turn them into a lovely little booklet.
12. Clean up carefully together so that the work is ready for the next use. 

Activity 1:
Once the child has completed a few number tables, invite them to create their own equation. Write it across the top 
of the board paper and solve as in the presentation. Guide them to use the control chart to check their work inde-
pendently Then, encourage them to bind their completed board papers into a book. Guide them to add a title page 
and embellishments so that they make something lovely.
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