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Things pregnant with
meaning should be
saved for posterity -
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¢ wen: raised amang bushfires, Gngh

froem an early age that everything can

dizappenr, fas! Like £0 many women, my

mother saxid the firs things o e wene
the photo albums. Naturally, | grew up thinking
that 1 woubd save the photo aflams, 1o, becss?,
otviously, L without baby photos was intober-
ahle. 50 now 1 own u sacred, hand-tinted porimi
of we three dhlings, the pink-cheeked girds smirk-
Ing in Aesching dresses with veheet -

, the darling bay in precsous pabe-bhse

smocking. Frankly, 1 could throw mcks o it.

1 mever did make a sk fior my som, b
kept a lock of hair and a plastic vial of his baly .
tecth, peecious as diamends. “They'ne mine? he
gahd once. “Milk seeth!” | replied, “They'ne
mine!™ A chicken and egg amgumen, but he
didnt rendly want (hem and [ really did, becmsse,
1 once saw a beautiful ring made out of reeth and
thought — well, Would [ rush o save them ina
fire? No. ;

I meever got hibs Ll hands cast in plaster,
gither, or his baby dhoes broneed, His voice had
beoken befone | thoayght 10 eape the lovely, piping
ruinbest 0 youth for all ewernity. "

Back in 1980, pregnancy was still Faiely hidden.
There's just one photn of mis, naksd and EI-I-JEE. =
shiting [n & civer. Bow, pregnant women prreriadly
wrap their hodies in lyera, or even stick the whaole
balloan out in the alr betwesn the erop-top and ™
ihe bowe, I parits. Alll & o8 more fum, comfort-
able, honest and independent than my discresl
swathings, They can abso get that magnificent, .

real, golden, preggy belly cast in plaster, just
2 buclbusrst, Do s it with memmsorabilia
enamel it with mandalns, footy colours. Brigheon
o Micole Shulsran boved ber s cass so
roech, she went ingo the business. The process
takes abeat an howr, then tee cast b sealed aml
wired &0 it can be hung on a wall.

- pregnancy is a completely different
shape,” says MNecale, "My two boys Jove playing
with “their’ belky. They sune know whene they
i fpom. Mo cabhages here.”

Vee've gol quite good at birth, unillike thi
Victorians and Fdwarndians v inlised in
memorialising death miher than Hond —
mavhe because of the high infam morality e
then, and, of course, pregnancy il se,
which was unthinkable. My mather had some
mourming jewellery made of jet, and kockets with
neathy plaited hair clipped from deceased nda-
tives. Enough to make a madem gifl shiver, We'ne
nat good at death. We all expect 1o live forever,
and stey looking young whilke we're ot it Our
ancesiors were foml of aking death masks of
Faces, but 3 wall of brightly decomied, preggy-

custs would have done thiir beads right in.

: ow, [ dan't belisve the “hring it all out
in the open” genemtion is quite up e displaying

casts on one wall ard death masks on
. Too much information?



