
makes it the largest 
winemaking region in the 
country.

Then from Germany 
they ended up living on 
a sailboat in Guam where 
Pratt began to make 
small batches of wine out 
of fruit.

“I actually started paint-
ing then, too,” she said. “I 
started with watercolors, 
just more of as a social 
activity because I needed 
something to do because 
it was a little, bitty boat.

“And I just started 
painting a little. I never 
thought of myself as an 
artist or thought of myself 
as creative.”

Her husband’s mom 
grew ill in the States, so 
the two of them packed 
up and took off back to 
Texas. There, Pratt’s 
mother and father had 
just bought seven acres of 
land and were looking for 
something to do with it to 
make the land profitable 
and help out with their 
retirement.

“My mom is a wine 
lover, and we started 
talking about it a little 
bit. They had actually 
met a gentleman named 
John Rivenburgh, who 
is one of the founders of 
the Texas Wine Growers 
Association in Comfort, 
Texas. He said, ‘Why don’t 
you start a vineyard?’”

So Pratt ended up 
taking the Viticulture 
& Enology Program at 
Texas Tech, which is a 
program for people look-
ing to start in the wine 
business in Texas.

And she’s also a vora-
cious reader, so she 
grabbed every book she 
could on wine making 
and began studying.

“Each little piece of 
property or piece of dirt 
is completely different. 
Everything affects not 
only taste, but how the 
grapes grow and develop.”

That year they went 
ahead and started their 
first test acre to see how 
the grapes would do on 
their land.

They lost two-thirds of 
their first crop.

“They weren’t very well 
established; they didn’t 
have a big root system, 
and we hadn’t gotten our 
watering system in yet, so 
we lost about two-thirds. 

“Then that next spring 
we filled back in and had 
much more established 
grapevines, so lesson 
learned.

“And we had crazy 
growth over the last year.”

In September, Pratt 
lost her job. At her home 

she had a canvas sitting 
there and some paints, so 
instead of mulling around 
the house she began 
painting again.

She soon discovered 
that she had a knack for 
acrylics, and after the 
first painting was done 
she discovered she wasn’t 
too bad at it. She soon 
submitted some of her 
paintings to the Texas 
Artists Exhibit in Beeville 
and got in with two of her 
pieces.

“Then I thought maybe 
I should keep doing this, 
so I just kept painting. 

“I have two pieces right 
now in the Art Center of 
Corpus Christi, and I have 
two pieces that are going 

into their Dimensions 
exhibit which is a nation-
ally juried art exhibit.”

So with the biggest 
yield of grapes coming 
next season and some 
more art exhibitions, not 
to mention school, Pratt 
has found herself a little 
busy at the moment. But 
that won’t stop her from 
pursuing her two newest 
passions: art and wine.

And when you hear her 
talk about both subjects 
you can tell she’s invest-
ed, heart and soul.

“I think creativity is an 
essential part of being an 
American. I know that 
sounds weird, but if you 
think about American 
ingenuity and innovation, 
that comes from creativ-
ity. It’s the same thing.

“The wine was a subject 

I was interested in and 
wanted to expand. I need 
something for my parents 
to retire on. It’s a good 
thing.

“And it makes me 
happy.”

You can view Pratt’s 
work at brandipratt.com 
and get information on 
the vineyard at facebook.
com/mesquitehillvine-
yard.

cohesiveness that is necessary to 
accomplish the goal of properly edu-
cating our students.

“Parents are partners in the educa-
tion of our youth.”

Hernandez will begin to meet with 
the faculty next week as he didn’t 
want to interrupt teachers during 
the hectic first week of school. But he 
says he’s adjusting to the new school 
district just fine.

Well, except for one little change.
“The last 15 years, I’ve been able to 

walk to work,” he said with a laugh.
“My house from the superinten-

dent’s office was literally 45 seconds 
away. My kid’s put more miles on my 

truck than I did.”
When asked how he enjoyed the 

town of Mathis, he responded, “The 
people that I have met are very wel-
coming. But I have a sense that they 
want to see change.

“You hear stories about how Mathis 
used to be, but that’s water under 
the bridge. It’s what Mathis needs to 
become that’s important now.”

Coming from a smaller school dis-
trict like La Pryor comes with its 
own set of challenges, but Hernandez 
seems willing and ready to take them 
all on headfirst.

“Change is good,” he said. “We 
change with time, but it’s what you 
believe in that needs to stay con-
stant.”

Contributed information
ROCKPORT-FULTON 

– The 27th annual 
HummerBird Celebration 
is coming up and now is 
the time to prepare for 
those tiny visitors. 

Remember to always 
start with clean feeders. 
Watch for mildew or mold 
on the feeder and clean 
them with a bottle brush 
and a mixture of one part 
bleach to 10 parts water, 
but rinse thoroughly. 

To refill the feeder, use 
a sugar solution of one 
part sugar (no sugar sub-
stitutes or honey) to four 
parts water. Do not vary 
this formula. If the sugar 
solution is more concen-
trated, there is a possibil-
ity of harming the birds 
by dehydrating them. 

Heat the water to a 
slight boil, remove from 
heat and stir until sugar 
is dissolved. Fill feeders 
with the solution after it 

cools. 
Adding color is abso-

lutely unnecessary and 
may even be injurious. 

The red color of the 
feeder attracts the birds. 
Unused sugar water can 
be stored in the refrigera-
tor for up to two weeks in 
a covered container. 

Feeders should be 
cleaned and refilled with 
sugar water every two to 
three days or immediate-
ly at the first sign of mold. 

Plant hummingbird 
attractant plants to make 
yards more inviting to 
birds.

Hummingbirds are bul-
lies, always have been, 
always will be. And there 
isn’t just one bully; they’re 
all combative. 

Hanging feeders in a 
cluster can ease some of 
the competition, but not 
all. They rarely hurt each 

other so just enjoy the 
show. 

The HummerBird 
Celebration is set for 
Sept. 17 - 20. 

There are still booths 
available for vendors. 
Early bird registration 
for programs and other 
events can be accessed 
online at www.rockpor-
thummingbird.org.
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Brandi Pratt checks the grapes from the season’s second batch, which will not be used for wine as the amount of fruit the vines produce during this time isn’t very 
much, but still taste pretty good.
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School

The hummingbirds are coming
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