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By Paul Gonzales
Mathis News editor

MATHIS – Off of Farm-
to-Market Road 888 sits 
an inconspicuous seven 
acres of land. And on that 
seven acres you’ll find 
rows of grapevines twirl-
ing on fence spikes and 
rope.

That is the early begin-
nings of Mesquite Hill 
Vineyards. 

Brandi Pratt tends to 
the vineyard when she’s 
not painting in her home, 
because why shouldn’t a 
novice grape grower also 
be a budding artist?

“I usually work in the 
morning in the vineyard 
when it’s not so hot, and 
then I paint in the after-
noons,” Pratt said.

But she didn’t always 
want to start a vineyard 
or become a newly discov-

ered artist. It was merely 
circumstance that lead 
her to the path she’s on 
now.

After getting her bach-
elor of science degree in 
interior design with a 
minor in art/art history, 
her husband joined the 
military, and they were 
shipped off to Germany. 

“We were in Germany 
for five years,” Pratt said. 

“Lots of wine knowledge 
happening in Germany,” 
she added with a laugh. 

“We lived right in 
between the Rhine and 
Mosel valley. It was an 
amazing place and we 
loved it.”

Not to mention 70 per-
cent of Germany’s wine 
comes from the Rhine 
and Mosel valleys, which 
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MATHIS – Mathis 
ISD kicked off the 
2015-2016 school year 
with a brand new 
superintendent. 

Former La Pryor 
ISD Superintendent 
Benny P. Hernandez, 
who has 24 years of 
education experience, 
started his new posi-
tion in Mathis on 
Monday as students 
made their way to 
the first classes of the 
year and he was more 
than ready to get to 
work.

“One of the key 
things is the students’ 
scores,” Hernandez 
said. “And some peo-
ple are pretty good 
at saying things but 
actions speak louder 
than words.”

For the three years 
that Hernandez 
served as superin-
tendent at La Pryor, 
he brought the dis-
trict from academi-
cally unacceptable to 

met standards and in 
2012, the high school 
was recognized for its 
high scores.

The pre-K through 
second grade data for 
the school also proj-
ects a passing rate of 
88 through 93 percent 
in both reading and 
math. 

Also as superinten-
dent of La Pryor, he 
created a new science 
and accelerated math 
lab for students, as 
well as an accelerat-
ed reader library lab 
for the elementary 
school.

But students’ scores 
are only aspect of 
what he’s looking to 
accomplish.

In his letter of 
application, he stated, 
“Communication is 
another factor that is 
critical in the educa-
tion of our students. A 
line of communication 
between the school 
and the community 
will only enhance the 

Hernandez 
takes over as 
Mathis ISD 
superintendent

Pirates visit Banquete 
in 2015 season opener

By Charles Sullivan
Special to the Mathis News

Friday night signals 
the start of the 2015 
Pirate football season 
with a road trip up Farm-
to-Market Road 666 to 
Banquete.

The Bulldogs have a 
load of veterans returning 
from last season’s lack-
luster 2-9 playoff season, 
including quarterback 
Cooper Wildman and six 
other offensive starters. 
They placed fourth in the 
six-team district with a 
1-4 conference mark.

Wildman directs the 
spread formation offense 
that traditionally runs 
about 65 percent of the 
time. 

Running back Ryan 
Ocanas and wide receiver 
Richard Sanchez are key 
ingredients in the Bulldog 
offense.

The Bulldogs also have 

eight defensive starters 
back from 2014, led by 
linebackers Jake Mijares, 
Isais Gonzalez and 
Kyle Castenada, along 
with defensive backs 
Johnny Reyes and Kevin 
Burleson.

Gonzalez had a team-
high 84 tackles, while 
Castenada logged 56. 
Burleson and Reyes each 
had a pair of picks, as 
well.

The Pirates faced 
Hebbronville, last week, 
in the last of two pre-sea-
son scrimmages that was 
cut short, first by light-
ning in the area and later 
in the live scrimmage. 

After two possessions, 
the Pirates had a pair 
of touchdowns, while the 
Horns had two three-and-
out possessions.

The Pirate slot-T 
offense is fueled by senior 
fullback Oscar Flores, 

who gained nearly 1,800 
yards last season, with 
plenty of help from junior 
Karl Gibson II and sopho-
more Brandon Salinas, 
both of whom were defen-
sive starters a year ago.

On defense, Javy 
Henderson anchors the 
interior line, with junior 
linebacker Isaac Salinas 
the defensive signal-call-
er.

Andrew Gonzales, a 
defensive regular for the 
past two seasons, will see 
more action on offense 
this year with return-
ing offensive linemen 
Diego Fonseca and Mark 
Zamora, both three-year 
starters. 

Sophomore Michael 
Perez is also back at 
free safety after a strong 
freshman season.

Kickoff is set for 7:30 
p.m. Friday at Bulldog 
Stadium in Banquete. 
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Brandi Pratt talks about her newest, and one of her favorite, paintings she’s been working on. Using the spray bottle, she allows the 
paint the run and the colors to mix, adding a multifaceted dimension to the painting. She said she uses various unorthodox methods 
and objects such as corncobs.

Pratt started Mathis’ first vineyard while 
making waves in the South Texas art scene
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Brandi Pratt stands by the test acre of her vineyard which she 
planted two years ago. Eventually, the test acre may expand to a 
full seven-acre vineyard which could earn about $50,000 a year. 
She’s also an artist gaining notoriety in South Texas with paint-
ings accepted to a few gallery shows.
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Mr. Kippy returned to the public library just in time. Kids, who were excited about his 
return, learned all about heading back to school during story time which takes place on 
Tuesdays at 4 p.m.

MR. KIPPY HEADS BACK TO SCHOOL
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Benny Hernandez started his first day as the new super-
intendent Monday. Hernandez served as the La Pryor 
ISD superintendent for three years before being accept-
ed to the Mathis school district.

(See Grapes, 8A)
(See School, 8A)


