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Lesson 1: Part 1Unit 1: Columbus Unit 1: Columbus

Lesson 1: Part 1

1.  Journeys are made for a reason. 

2.  Knowing the reason for a journey helps you understand 
the decisions people make along the way. 

3.  Planning ahead and making preparations are 
essential for a successful journey.

The Steps for Thinking section 
gives you the main ideas about the 
topics presented� Understanding 
these helps you have productive 
discussions with your children so 
they, too, understand the bigger 
ideas� This forms more permanent 
learning, contrary to just learning 
facts, which tends to be temporary� 
These steps are useful prior to 
instruction, and they are also useful 
for review at the end of the lesson�

 A. Copywork & Dictation Language Skills, Thinking Skills
Look at the first stanza from the poem, “A Journey of Adventure.” 
A stanza is a grouping of lines that often rhyme in a poem. Silently 
read the passage and point out any words you don’t know. Read the 
passage aloud to your teacher, or ask her to read it to you. This is a 
poem about the experiences of exploring.

A Journey of Adventure

The walls of the mightiest fortress, 
The wake of a ship on the sea, 

Charts lead to the busiest seaports, 
Trails light up the paths of the free.

 Copy the first stanza of “A Journey of Adventure” into your Student 
Notebook. When you are finished, compare your copy to the model 
(word by word), and make any needed corrections.

 Listen as your teacher dictates the passage above, and write it in 
your Student Notebook. When you are finished, compare your 
copy to the model, and make any needed corrections.

 Carefully read and then copy, or write as your teacher dictates, 
page 4, paragraph 4 (“Walking home…”) of Rhodes’ Christopher 
Columbus. When you are finished, compare your copy to the text, 
and make any needed corrections.

Ù Materials Ù
•  Meet Christopher Columbus
•  Christopher Columbus
•  Classroom Atlas
•  Eat Your Way Around the World
•  Student Notebook
•  RealEarth® GlobeMap or globe
•  Crayons or colored pencils
•  Paste
•  Thesaurus
• Dictionary 
•  Birthday pictures
•  Yellow highlighter or crayon
•  Index cards or paper
• Graph paper
•  Magazines, newspapers, etc�
• Large world outline map
• Ingredients for recipe (Part 2)

Additional resources for Enrichment  
Activities are found in Part 5�
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 B. Reader Language Skills, Thinking Skills, History
Meet Christopher Columbus: page 1 (Chapter 1) to the bottom of 
page 2 (“…with sailors and traders.”)

 Read the above assignment aloud.

 Read the above assignment silently.

 C. Read-Aloud & Discussion Language Skills, Thinking Skills, Writing
Christopher Columbus: page 1 (Chapter 1) through page 6, 
paragraph 1 (“…about the ships.”)

 Listen as your teacher reads the assignment aloud.

 Read at least one or two paragraphs of the assignment aloud, then 
listen as your teacher reads the remainder.

 Read at least one or two pages of the assignment aloud, then listen 
as your teacher reads the remainder.

All Levels: After the read-aloud, listen as your teacher reads the 
following discussion question. Think about what you know from 
the story, and answer in your own words. Give any examples you 
can think of that help show your answer.

Discussion Question: What do you think Christopher Columbus’ 
dream was when he was a young boy?

 D. Word Study Language Skills, Thinking Skills
Three words in the poem spell the long i sound with the letters igh. 
These three letters say the long i sound. On the list in your Student 
Notebook, use a red crayon or marker to underline the letters igh in 
each of the words, and read the words for your teacher.

high  night   light  flight 
fight  right   might   sight

If you’re an older student, add the following words to your list:

thigh  bright  fright  sigh

You may use these words as your spelling words for this lesson. 
Practice by spelling them aloud to your teacher or writing them on 
a chalkboard or dry erase board. 

See how many of your spelling words you can fit into one long, silly 
sentence. Write your sentence.

Lapbooks provide support for your 
child’s learning in several ways� 
The graphic organizers he creates 
support memory by giving your 
child an image to help him retrieve 
information he learned� The hands-
on aspects of cutting, pasting, and 
writing provide an additional avenue 
for understanding by tapping into a 
child’s kinesthetic sense� The time 
spent doing these activities builds 
additional connections to content� 
Plus, they’re fun!
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 The prefix un means not. The word in your read-aloud passage 
(page 4, paragraph 4, in Christopher Columbus) that has the prefix 
un is “uncharted.” This means not charted. Think of a list of six 
other words that start with the prefix un and tell what each word 
means. Write your words in your Student Notebook.

 Find Genoa, Italy, on 
the map. Genoa is a 
port city. Find Venice, 
Italy, and Palermo, Italy, 
on the map. They are 
also port cities. 

Write what you think a 
port is in your Student 
Notebook. Now read the 
definition of the word 
“port” in a dictionary. 
Did your definition 
include the important 
parts of the meaning?

Do you know of any 
port cities near you? 
Can you think of any 
port cities in the United States?1

 E. Geography Science
A compass is a device that tells you where north is, no matter 
where you are. The picture below is a compass rose. It is found on 
the face of a compass.

There are four major directions. They are north, south, east, and 
west. Directions are very important when you travel, 

because they tell you which way to go. Without 
directions, it would be impossible to find places 

on a map or to use roads that are new to you.

Directions always stay the same. When you 
go north, you are always going toward the 

North Pole. Find the North Pole on your globe. (It 
is at the very top.)

When you travel south, you are always going toward the South Pole. 
Find the South Pole on your globe. (You will find it at the bottom.)

The sun always rises in the east, and it always sets in the west. 

The small superscript numbers that 
appear after some of the questions 
in this book refer to answers found 
in the answer key, which is located 
immediately after Part 5�

Each word in bold letters 
is considered a vocabulary 
word� It is a word that may 
or may not be new to your children� 
You can write these vocabulary 
words on index cards and use them 
for occasional review, but not for 
memorizing� Give your children 
the meaning of the words if they 
don’t remember� Try to use the new 
vocabulary words during conversation, 
and encourage your students to do 
the same�

For your convenience, a master list of all 
the vocabulary words for this unit, along 
with their locations, is in the appendix�

Definitions are part of the sections 
where the words are used� Ask your 
children to write them on the backs of 
their cards� Also, when your students 
make a vocabulary card for this unit, 
have them write C (for Columbus) in 
the upper left corner� This will make it 
possible to review vocabulary by unit 
at the end of the year�

E.
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With the help of your parent or teacher, find out where the sun rises 
when you are in your house or at school. That direction is generally 
east. The farther north from the equator you live, the more to the 
southeast it actually is, but for now you can call it east. 

After you find east, you will be able to find north. 
Follow these directions:

Stand facing east (where the sun came 
up). Hold your left arm straight out to 
your side. Your left arm is pointing to the north.

Write the word “North” on a card or piece of paper. 
Put it on the wall that is on the north side of your 
house or room.

Fill in the compass rose in your Student Notebook 
with the main directions of north, south, east, and 
west. The north compass point is the one pointing 
up. The south compass point is pointing down. 
The east compass point is pointing to the right, or 
this way , and the west compass point is pointing to the left, or 
this way .

 Add the intermediate directions.

Northeast (the point between north and east) 
Northwest (the point between north and west) 
Southeast (the point between south and east) 
Southwest (the point between south and west)

Notice the words north or south come at the beginning of each 
intermediate direction.

 F. Writing Thinking Skills
Listen carefully as your teacher rereads pages 5 and 6 in Christopher 
Columbus, focusing on the part that tells about Christopher’s 
birthday.

In your Student Notebook, list the things that happened on his 
birthday.2

Together with your teacher, make a list of words or phrases that tell 
what happened on your birthday. You may want to look at pictures 
from your birthday so you can remember.

Reread the list of things in our story that happened on 
Christopher’s birthday. Tell what things were the same as your 
birthday. What things were different?
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 Fill in the two lists in your Student Notebook telling about 
Christopher’s birthday and your birthday. Fill in the third list with 
the things that are the same in the two lists. Use words or phrases.

 On the Venn diagram in your Student Notebook, fill in the two 
lists telling about Christopher’s birthday and your birthday. Now fill 
in the third list, in the middle, with the things that are the same in 
both lists.

 G. Independent Reading & Review Language Skills
Look back at this lesson’s Steps for Thinking, and complete the 
following sentence in your Student Notebook:

__________ are made for a __________.

Choose four words from this lesson’s spelling list, and draw a simple 
picture in your Student Notebook that describes each one.

When you’re finished, with your teacher’s help find something to 
read that you will enjoy. Find a quiet, comfortable place, and read 
for the following length of time:

 20 minutes

 25 minutes

 30 minutes

Over time, it’s fun to see how much you have read. Be sure to write down 
what you read today on the Reading Log in your Student Notebook.

È
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Lesson 1: Part 2

 A. Copywork & Dictation Language Skills, Thinking Skills
Silently read the second stanza of the poem, “A Journey of 
Adventure.” Show your teacher any words that you don’t know, and 
practice reading them aloud. Now, read this stanza aloud to your 
teacher, or ask her to read it to you.

A Journey of Adventure

To the east or the west where the compass rose points, 
A bazaar of strange foods we shall see. 

To the north or the south as the map shows the signs, 
We’ll follow the road’s decree.

 Copy the lines from the second stanza into your Student Notebook, 
When you are finished, compare your copy to the model (word by 
word), and make any needed corrections.

 Listen as your teacher dictates the passage above, and write it in 
your Student Notebook. When you are finished, compare your 
copy to the model, and make any needed corrections.

 Carefully read and then copy, or write as your teacher dictates, page 
8, paragraph 2 (“When we knelt…”) in Christopher Columbus. 
When you are finished, compare your copy to the text and make 
needed corrections.

 B. Reader Language Skills, Thinking Skills, History
Meet Christopher Columbus: page 2, last paragraph (“Christopher 
soon…”) through page 4 (end of chapter)

 Read the above assignment aloud.

 Read the above assignment silently.

 C. Read-Aloud & Narration Language Skills, Thinking Skills
Christopher Columbus: page 6, paragraph 2 (“Christopher, in whose 
honor…”) through page 10 (end of chapter)

 Listen as your teacher reads the assignment aloud.

 Read at least one or two paragraphs of the assignment aloud, then 
listen as your teacher reads the remainder.

 Read at least one or two pages of the assignment aloud, then listen 
as your teacher reads the remainder.

Copywork & Dictation 
assignments go from an 
easier level (designated 

by ) to harder levels (designated 
by  and )� Take two days 
for the copywork if that is more 
comfortable for your child� Please 
adapt instructions to your child’s 
individual needs� Your child should 
be consistently successful at one 
level before progressing to the next, 
regardless of grade�

A.

The skill of narration is 
gained over time� If your 
child has never retold a 

story, start with the assignment for 
the lower level, no matter what grade 
he is in� Work up from there, being 
careful to allow him to stay at the level 
of success for a while before going to 
a longer section�

C.
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All Levels: To narrate means to retell. Listen carefully as your 
teacher reads (or rereads) the part you are to retell. In your own 
words, tell what happened in your assigned passage below. Try to 
remember as many details as possible.

 Listen again to page 7, paragraph 6 (“I do not know…”).

 Reread page 9, paragraphs 6 (“I don’t want to be…”) through 12 
(“…if you want to go”).

 Reread page 6, paragraph 2 (“Christopher, in whose…”) and page 
7, paragraph 2 (“‘Marvel not…’”).

 D. Word Study Language Skills, Thinking Skills
Read the following spelling words, and see if you can spell them 
without looking.

high  fight  light  night 
right  sight  might  flight

Find the spelling words that fit these clues, and write them in your 
Student Notebook.3

I am dark and come after daytime. What am I?

I am not down low. I am up. What am I?

I am not a good thing for you to do with someone else. What am I?

I am not on your left side, I am on the other side. What am I? 

I am what the sun brings each day. What am I? 

I am a trip on an airplane. What am I? 

After you find the spelling words that fit the above clues, you will 
have two words left over (six if you’re an older student). Make up your 
own clues for those words, and write them in your Student Notebook.

To make a word tell us that something has already happened, we 
usually add ed to the end, like these words:

talk — talked 
play — played

Sometimes the entire word changes to show that something has 
already happened, like:

take — took 
see — saw
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Tell your teacher how the following words change to show that 
something already happened:

do am swim

 Find the words in today’s read-aloud (page 8 of Christopher 
Columbus) that tell us the following things already happened, and 
write them in your Student Notebook. 

kneel _________ come __________ 
sit _________ know __________

The word strange is used in the poem and in the first paragraph 
on page 4 of Meet Christopher Columbus. What two things were 
described as strange?4 Tell what you think strange means. Look in a 
thesaurus to find a synonym, or word that means the same thing, 
for strange. Write it in your Student Notebook.

 Look at the end of page 3 through page 4 in Meet Christopher 
Columbus. Make a list of the countries Columbus visited bordering 
the Mediterranean Sea in your Student Notebook.5 Then tell where 
he went outside of the Mediterranean.6 Look at the map of the 
Mediterranean Sea on the Europe Political Map in the Classroom 
Atlas. Trace with your finger, and show the route he would have to 
take to get to England.7

 E. Geography Thinking Skills
A bazaar is a market held in an open area. The word refers 
especially to marketplaces found in Middle Eastern countries like 
Egypt, Israel, Turkey, and Iraq. Many explorers wanted to visit 
bazaars so they could bring new things back to sell in their own 
countries. Bazaars had many colorful items for sale, such as food, 
spices, cloth, jewelry, and sometimes animals. Does a bazaar sound 
like a strange kind of place to you?

A bazaar may sound a little like a flea market. Have you ever been 
to a flea market? Was it like a bazaar?

Where is your favorite place to go shopping? What do you think people 
would notice if they went to your favorite store for the first time?

Think about a trip to your favorite store. Imagine seeing at least 
two things, hearing at least two things, and touching at least two 
things. Try to describe what you saw, heard, and touched while you 
were shopping. Write about your imaginary trip to the store in your 
Student Notebook, or tell your teacher about it and ask her to write 
it down for you.

When using the Europe 
Political Map in the 
Classroom Atlas, England 

may be a little difficult for your child 
to identify� Be sure to point out that 
England is part of the United Kingdom�

D.
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 F. Art & Doing
Many things in a bazaar or a market are made by hand. Items sold in 
each market reflect what the people who live in that area like to make. 
In North Africa, beautiful cloth and rugs are made by the people. 
The pictures below show examples of rugs from North Africa. Look 
at them carefully, and 
then design your own 
rugs on the graph paper 
found in your Student 
Notebook. Notice how 
important lines and 
designs are in the rugs. 
You can also add color 
to your designs. 

Try making some other 
things that might be 
found in a bazaar or 
market, such as hand-
made clothing, pottery, 
jewelry, or special foods. 
There are recipes from 
Egypt and Morocco in 
the cookbook Eat Your 
Way Around the World 
by Jamie Aramini. With your parent’s help, choose one and prepare it 
for your family.

 G. Independent Reading & Review Language Skills
Look back at this lesson’s Steps for Thinking, and complete the 
following sentence in your Student Notebook:

Knowing the __________ for a journey helps you understand 
the __________ people make along the way.

Complete the Spelling Scramble game in your Student Notebook.8

When you’re finished, with your teacher’s help find something to 
read that you will enjoy. Find a quiet, comfortable place, and read 
for the following length of time:

 20 minutes

 25 minutes

 30 minutes

Be sure to write down what you read today on the Reading Log in 
your Student Notebook.

È

The pictures of North 
African rugs are shown 
courtesy of Sharon Jeffus 
and Jamie Aramini from their book 
Geography Through Art�

F.
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Lesson 1: Part 3

 A. Copywork & Dictation Language Skills, Thinking Skills
Silently read the third stanza from the poem, “A Journey of 
Adventure.” Point out any words you don’t know, and practice them 
with your teacher. Now, read the poem aloud, or ask your teacher 
to read it to you. Practice reading the verse aloud.

A Journey of Adventure

A journal they write gives us faraway sight; 
The fame of their travels leads on. 

From Cathay to Venice to points on the way, 
The steps of the Polos are drawn.

 Copy the third stanza into your Student Notebook. When you are 
finished, compare your copy to the model (word by word), and 
make any needed corrections.

 Listen as your teacher dictates the passage above, and write it in 
your Student Notebook. When you are finished, compare your 
copy to the model, and make any needed corrections.

 Carefully read and then copy, or write as your teacher dictates page 
12, paragraph 1 (“For the first time…”) in Christopher Columbus. 
When you are finished, compare your copy to the model, and make 
any needed corrections.

 B. Reader Language Skills, Thinking Skills, History 
Meet Christopher Columbus: Chapter 3

 Read the above assignment aloud.

 Read the above assignment silently.

 C. Read-Aloud & Discussion Language Skills
Christopher Columbus: page 11 (Chapter 2) to the bottom of page 
15 (“…complexion very much.”)

 Listen as your teacher reads the assignment aloud.

 Read at least one or two paragraphs of the assignment aloud, then 
listen as your teacher reads the remainder.

 Read at least one or two pages of the assignment aloud, then listen 
as your teacher reads the remainder.

Teaching Tip
The most effective way to build 
punctuation skill comes by observing 
concepts in the context of meaning� 
When your child does not capitalize 
the beginning words in a sentence, 
for example, that is your cue to point 
out the capitalized words as you read 
with him� Help him see the relevance 
of what he is learning in everyday 
use� A fun way to practice that skill is 
to ask your child to take a highlighter 
and a newspaper or copied text 
and highlight all the capitals at the 
beginning of a sentence� Practicing 
with real life reading provides success 
that transfers to writing� 
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All Levels: After the read-aloud, listen as your teacher reads the 
following discussion question. Think about what you know from 
the story, and answer in your own words. Give any examples you 
can think of that help show your answer.

Discussion: Bartholomew and Christopher were caught in a storm. 
Describe the storm and how it affected the boat in which they 
traveled. What effect do you think the storm had on the brothers? 

 D. Word Study Language Skills, Thinking Skills
Syllables are the parts of a word. Words can be made up of one 
syllable or many syllables. You can usually hear the syllables when 
you say a word. Read these examples, or listen as your teacher reads 
them aloud:

One syllable  — dog, hat, on, big, the

Two syllables — into, before, after, happy, sister

Three syllables — afternoon, basketball, grandmother

Sometimes it is helpful to find syllables by clapping each time you 
hear a new sound when you say a word. For instance, if you use this 
method with the word before, you’ll say be (clap) fore (clap.) Or try 
putting the back of your hand under your chin so that your fingers 
are lightly touching it, and say a word slowly. Notice how many 
times your chin slightly moves your hand. Practice by saying the 
above words.

Find at least three words from the poem that have one syllable. 
Find at least two words that have two syllables. 
Find one word that has three syllables.

Write all of these words in your Student Notebook under the 
correct heading.

Practice your spelling list from Part 1.

 The prefix re means to do something again. In the read-aloud, 
Christopher loses his footing and has to regain it. Regain means to 
gain his footing again. Make a list of at least six words that start 
with the prefix re and write them in your Student Notebook. To 
help you, think of things you can do again, like review.

 There are several words in the passage you copied today that tell us 
just how hard the situation was for Christopher and his brother. 
Good writers don’t add words that are not needed. They choose words 
that make the meaning clear. Make a list of words or phrases from the 
passage that tell what it was like.9 The first word could be afraid.

If you or your child would 
like to add a greater degree 
of difficulty to any of the 
spelling lessons, choose words from 
the Challenge Spelling list (in the 
appendix) for the lesson on which you 
are working� The words on this list are 
taken from the literature being read�

D.
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 E. Geography History, Thinking Skills
As a young boy, Christopher Columbus heard about the travels of 
an explorer named Marco Polo. Marco Polo traveled from Italy to 
China and wrote about it in a book. His journey took a long time. 
He traveled through the countries of Europe to China. He brought 
back many wonderful things from China, such as spices, silk, and 
gold. The people in Europe liked these things very much and 
wanted more of them. There were many obstacles to going over 
land like Marco Polo traveled, so people tried to think of another 
way to get there.

Christopher Columbus thought that he had the answer to this 
problem. He studied several books, including the Bible, and felt 
that the answer was to cross the Ocean Sea, which we now know 

as the Atlantic Ocean, to get to China. When he looked at 
the globe that was used at that time, this seemed like a 

sound idea. A globe is used to show what the earth 
looks like. It is a model of the earth. The globe 

that Christopher Columbus used was quite 
different from globes today, because at that 
time the Europeans did not know about all 

the land that is on the earth. The only land they 
knew about was where their explorers had already 

been and had written about so others would know. 

A globe is a sphere, or ball, that shows us what the earth 
looks like. You can see what part is land and what part is 

water. The land on a globe is usually green, brown, or 
orange. The water on a globe is almost always blue. If 
you look at a picture of a globe, it looks like a circle. If 

you see or hold a globe, you can tell that it is a sphere, not a circle. 
Here are some other things that are spheres: baseballs, marbles, and 
basketballs. You may be able to find more spheres around your house. 
Remember, spheres are round, so a football would not be a sphere. 

Look at your globe. If you are using the RealEarth® GlobeMap, 
you will notice that it is not actually a sphere, because it is not 
round. Instead, it is a shape with 24 sides. This is because it has 
to be folded up. It is still a map of the earth’s surface, and you can 
use it like a globe. Set your globe on the table with the white part 
called Antarctica on the bottom. Look at the top part of your globe. 
In that section is an area called Europe. In Europe, you will find 
an orange drawing (if using the GlobeMap™) of a country called 
Spain. This is where Christopher Columbus lived. Turn your globe 
until you find a large yellow country called China. This is where 
Columbus wanted to go. Take your finger and show a path to get 

Political boundaries and 
the names of countries in 
various parts of the world 

can change suddenly� This fact makes 
it difficult for maps and globes to 
guarantee accuracy beyond their 
publication date� For this reason, 
you may find some inaccuracies 
in mapping and labeling on the 
RealEarth® GlobeMap� These are 
relatively minor and do not affect 
globe study in this unit�

E.



25

Lesson 1: Part 3Unit 1: Columbus Unit 1: Columbus

from Spain to China over land. It only took you a few seconds 
to do this, but it took travelers years to make that journey in 
Columbus’ time.

Turn your globe back to Spain. Touch Spain with your pointer 
finger. Trace a path through the blue water of the Atlantic Ocean, 
and keep going until you get to China. Did you cross over land? 
Do it again, but this time only trace your finger over the blue parts, 
or the water. Remember, explorers at that time used ships to travel 
long distances. Did you find a path to China? Did it seem longer 
than the path to get to China over the land? 

Christopher Columbus had a problem. His goal was to get to China 
by sailing his ships across the Ocean Sea. He did not know that 
there was so much land that was not China on the other side of the 
Ocean Sea. What do you think would happen to Columbus if he 
sailed west?

Spend some time looking at your globe. See if any of the names on 
the globe sound familiar. Which do you think there is more of on 
Earth, land or water?

 F. Writing Language Skills, Writing
Famous explorers often wrote in journals to remember all that 
happened on their journeys and to tell people about what they saw. 
Journal entries don’t have to be long or written by famous people. 
Read this journal entry, or listen as it is read to you. Follow the 
words with your eyes. Notice that it starts with a date. 

October 1, 2006 – Ashley and I got up early. We packed our suitcases 
and went downstairs to eat breakfast. It was a beautiful morning, even 
though it was chilly outside. After eating, I checked out of the hotel 
and Ashley put our things in the car. By 7:30 A.M. we were leaving 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, driving east towards St. Louis, Missouri. The 
leaves on the trees were bright red, yellow, and orange.

 On the page in your Student Notebook, use a yellow highlighter or 
crayon to mark each capital letter in the journal entry. Write each of 
these capitalized words in one of the following categories:10

Five capitalized words that are names of places; 
One capitalized word that is the name of a person in a sentence; 
Six capitalized words that begin sentences; 
Two capitalized letters that are an abbreviation.
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 Create a journal entry to tell about your day. Remember, a journal 
entry does not have to be exciting; it can merely tell someone else 
what happened from your point of view. Try to include at least 
three things that happened today.

 From your journal entry, choose one event and think about how it 
made you feel. Now, write at least two sentences that will explain 
your feeling to someone else.

 G. Independent Reading & Review Language Skills
Look back at this lesson’s Steps for Thinking, and complete the 
following sentence in your Student Notebook:

_________ ahead and making __________  
are essential for a successful journey.

Then complete the Spelling Search game in your Student Notebook.11

When you’re finished, with your teacher’s help find something to 
read that you will enjoy. Find a quiet, comfortable place, and read 
for the following length of time:

 20 minutes

 25 minutes

 30 minutes

Be sure to write down what you read today on the Reading Log in 
your Student Notebook.

È
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Lesson 1: Part 4

 A. Copywork & Dictation Language Skills, Thinking Skills
Silently read the fourth stanza of the poem, “A Journey of 
Adventure.” Show your teacher any words you don’t know, and 
practice reading them aloud. Now, read the stanza aloud to your 
teacher, or ask her to read it to you. Practice reading it until you feel 
comfortable with all the words.

A Journey of Adventure

Come join the explorers and travel the globe. 
You can add to the maps that they make 

Of the stars, or the towns, or the new sights you see, 
With the bright thoughts your travels awake.

 Copy the fourth stanza into your Student Notebook. When you 
are finished, compare your copy to the model (word by word), and 
make any needed corrections.

 Listen as your teacher dictates the passage above, and write it in 
your Student Notebook. When you are finished, compare your 
copy to the model, and make any needed corrections.

 Carefully read and then copy, or write as your teacher dictates, page 
20, paragraph 3 (“All night…”) in Christopher Columbus. When you 
are finished, compare your copy to the text, and make any needed 
corrections.

 B. Reader Language Skills, Thinking Skills, History
Meet Christopher Columbus: page 8 (Chapter 4) through the top of 
page 11 (“…of Marco Polo.”)

 Read the above assignment aloud.

 Read the above assignment silently.

 C. Read-Aloud & Narration Language Skills, Thinking Skills
Christopher Columbus: page 15, last paragraph (“At seventeen…”) 
through page 22 (end of chapter)

 Listen as your teacher reads the assignment aloud.

 Read at least one or two paragraphs of the assignment aloud, then 
listen as your teacher reads the remainder.



28

Lesson 1: Part 4 Unit 1: Columbus

 Read at least one or two pages of the assignment aloud, then listen 
as your teacher reads the remainder.

All Levels: To narrate means to retell. Listen carefully as your 
teacher reads (or rereads) the part you are to retell. In your own 
words, tell what happened in your assigned passage below. Try to 
remember as many details as possible.

 Listen again to page 18, paragraph 5 (“We were well…”).

 Reread page 19, paragraphs 4 and 5 (“I drew my…”).

 Reread page 18, paragraph 6 (“Early that morning…”) to the end 
of the chapter. Retell what happened to Christopher when his ship 
was attacked.

 D. Word Study Language Skills, Thinking Skills
When explorers went places they had never been before, they 
often used scouts to travel ahead of the main group and search for 
important information. In this study you will become a grammar 
scout—and you will do just that! Grammar is the study of different 
types of words, called parts of speech, and the rules for putting 
them together to make satisfactory sentences. So as a grammar 
scout, your job will be to search for and report on points that are 
important when you speak or write. 

Your first mission is to search for words in your reader that name 
a person, place, or thing. These types of words are nouns, and 
they are one of the most basic parts of speech. Nouns answer the 
questions who or what, so to find them in a sentence, check to see 
which words answer those questions.

Look back at the first full paragraph on page 10 (“Many men did 
not…”) in Meet Christopher Columbus, and search through the top 
of page 11. Find all the words you can that name a person, place, or 
thing and list them in your Student Notebook. You do not need to 
list a word more than once.12 

When you’re finished, look on pages 8 and 9 of Meet Christopher 
Columbus. Find all the words you can that have three syllables. 
Remember, a syllable is a part of a word that you hear when you say 
it. Try to find all ten words.

Make a list of the three syllable words you found.13

See if you can spell the words on your spelling list from Part 1 
without looking.
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 Look at Chapter 3 in Meet Christopher Columbus, and make a list 
of at least five things that happened to Columbus and his ship. Put 
the items in the order that they happened, and write them in your 
Student Notebook.14

 Look at Chapter 3 in Meet Christopher Columbus and the end 
of page 18 through page 22 in Christopher Columbus, and tell 
about the mighty battle of which Christopher’s ship was a part. 
After listening to the story and reading both accounts, make a 
list of the events that took place. Write the list in your Student 
Notebook.15 Did the additional details help you get a better picture 
of what happened?

 E. Geography Art, Thinking Skills
A map is a diagram that shows what a place, or part of a place, 
looks like. Maps are usually flat and are drawn as though you are 
looking down on the place from above. There are maps of towns, 
cities, states, and countries. There are even maps of stars and planets. 
A map can be drawn to show where things are, no matter how big 
or small or how far away. Maps help us learn about something by 
comparing that thing to the other things that are around it. You 
can make a map of places you know. You don’t even have to write it 
down. You can make a map that is a picture of a place in your mind.

Close your eyes. Think about your bedroom. Picture the door, your bed, 
your clothes, and maybe your toys. Picture where things are located.

Think about a map you could draw to show where things are in your 
room. Remember, when you make a map of something, imagine 
that you are standing above it. If you are drawing a room, pretend 
that you are looking down on the room from the ceiling. When you 
look at a globe, you are looking at the earth from out in space.

Teaching Tip
Mapmaking is an effective way 
for children to translate an image, 
or picture, in their minds into 
useable data, as well as to sharpen 
observation skills� Start with 
somewhere familiar, like the home of 
a close friend, a store you frequent, or 
church� Ask your child to draw a map 
of one basic area� Once there, have 
your child notice how close he came 
to remembering the main parts� After 
taking a closer look at the room, have 
him try it again another time� Compare 
the two maps, and your child will be 
encouraged by the increased detail 
and accuracy� For a greater challenge, 
before visiting friends or family that 
you see less frequently, ask your child 
to make a map of the rooms, or house, 
they have visited before� Once they 
arrive, they can check the accuracy of 
their memory� This activity encourages 
your child to be a better observer of 
things around him–as well as to notice 
changes that take place!
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Look at the shapes. Practice drawing these shapes in your Student 
Notebook. Rectangles often show the shape of a bed, dresser, or 
shelves. Circles can show things like lamps. Ovals might show rugs, 
and squares are used for chairs.

  

Drawing was an important skill for explorers to have. Often they 
had to draw maps or pictures of the things they saw. This was an 
important part of sharing what they learned with others in order 
for their drawings to be as appealing as they would like them to be. 
This is just the start of your drawing practice. 

 Think about your kitchen. Using the shapes you practiced above, 
make a map showing where tables and chairs, the sink, stove, and 
refrigerator are located. 

 Think about the area outside your home. Using the shapes you 
practiced above, make a map showing things around your home. 
For example, use circles for trees and bushes, rectangles for cars, 
sheds, or garages, and so forth.

 F. Writing Thinking Skills, Art, Language Skills
A trip is a short journey. When you take a trip it is because you 
want to go to a certain place. Think of a trip you have taken recently. 
Draw a picture of where you went, and tell your teacher about it.

Where did you go? Why did you go? Discuss your answers to these 
questions with your teacher. Use phrases, which are a few words 
that go together like “for vacation” or “to have fun.” Complete 
sentences are not necessary. Now think of a place you would like to 
visit. Draw a picture of where you would like to go, and tell your 
teacher about it.

Write the name of the place. Why do you want to go there? In your 
Student Notebook, answer this question with a complete sentence 
starting with, “I want to go to __________ because __________.” 
A sentence is a group of words that names a person, place, or thing 
and tells you something about him, or her, or it. If you want, add 
more sentences to tell about where you want to go.

 Look in magazines and newspapers, and find places you would like 
to visit. With your teacher’s permission, cut out the pictures and 
paste them in your Student Notebook.
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 Do you have pictures from a trip you’ve taken recently? With your 
teacher’s permission, choose at least three pictures and put them in 
the order they happened. 

Write at least two sentences that tell what is happening in each picture.

 G. Independent Reading & Review Language Skills
Look back at the Steps for Thinking in Part 1, and discuss them 
with your teacher. Then follow the directions below to choose one 
or more of the Steps, and give examples of how they were true in 
your reading, listening, or discussion for this lesson.

Try writing or typing your spelling words as your teacher or 
someone else dictates them. Check the list to see how you did, and 
spend some time reviewing any words not spelled correctly.

When you’re finished, with your teacher’s help find something to 
read that you will enjoy. Find a quiet, comfortable place and read.

 Choose one Step for Thinking, then read for 20 minutes.

 Choose two Steps for Thinking, then read for 25 minutes.

 Give examples for all the Steps for Thinking, then read for 30 minutes.

Be sure to write down what you read today on the Reading Log in 
your Student Notebook.

È

Reading fluency is developed 
through having frequent 
silent reading opportunities 
that continue for the length of time 
suggested here� Since a primary focus 
of this activity is to nurture your child’s 
enjoyment of reading, help him to 
choose reading materials that interest 
him and at a level that allows him to 
read with understanding by himself� 
You can incorporate this activity into 
your school day whenever it is most 
convenient�

If the suggested length of time is too 
long for your child to continue reading 
by himself, start with an amount of 
time he can accomplish successfully 
and make the suggested time a goal�

G.
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Lesson 1: Part 5

This part is set aside for completion of any work left undone from the 
lesson and review of concepts and content. It is also a time to expand 
the work in the lesson by doing art, timeline activities, or games.

•   Review the Steps for Thinking from the beginning of this lesson.

•  On the large outline map of the world, label: Italy; China; Spain; 
Genoa, Italy; and several places where Marco Polo traveled. For 
Marco Polo information, use the library, an encyclopedia, or, with 
your parent’s permission, the Internet. Visit the links page for a 
slide show of pictures showing places Marco Polo visited, along 
with many comments from his book. Be sure to ask your parent 
to preview the presentation before you watch it!

•  Review the spelling words for this lesson. In your Student 
Notebook, write a sentence using each word, telling how it is 
related to the unit. Do your best to write the spelling words 
correctly. After you have finished, check your sentences against the 
list in your Student Notebook, and see how many spelling words 
you spelled correctly. Don’t count off for other words that are 
misspelled. Remember, your goal is to improve, not necessarily to 
get them all right immediately.

•  Complete the Columbus Word Search located in your Student 
Notebook.16

•  Explorers made drawings to show other people what they had 
seen. Drawing is still an important skill, especially if a person 
wants to show others his ideas about what he has observed. Read 
the Nature art lesson included in the appendix, then draw flowers 
or bugs on the page provided in your Student Notebook. 

Enrichment Activities

1. Read about the country of Spain. Prepare a presentation for 
others, telling them what you have learned. 

2. Learn more about Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand. Tell when 
they were the rulers of Spain and what happened in Spain during 
their rule. See if you can find pictures that show how they looked.

3. Look in the cookbook Eat Your Way Around the World, and find 
dishes from Spain to prepare. Share them with others. This activity 
can be combined with #1.

How Great Thou Art has a full line of 
art supplies and curriculum written 
by Barry Stebbing� We are extremely 
grateful to Mr� Stebbing for the Nature 
art lesson found in your Student 
Notebook� This is a sample of the 
many materials he has created for 
teaching art to homeschoolers� You 
can check out his resources at:

www�howgreatthouart�com
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4. Plan a trip for yourself and your family. It can be a real trip you 
will actually take or an imaginary one you think you would enjoy. 
Make a list of the things you will need, how you will travel, what 
your schedule will be, and how much you think it will cost. You 
may want to share this with your family for future consideration!

   Additional Resources

I, Columbus edited by Peter and Connie Roop

 Videos about Columbus

 Books listed in the bibliography of Christopher Columbus 
by Bennie Rhodes

 Tour guide books (available from AAA) or travel information

È

Consider previewing suggested videos 
to ensure they are appropriate for 
your family�
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Answers
 1.  Possible answers: Boston, Jacksonville, Houston, New Orleans, Los Angeles, New 

York, Seattle, Tampa, Savannah, Port Canaveral

 2.  Christopher’s birthday: Christopher received a gift; Christopher celebrated his birthday 
on the feast day of St. Christopher; Christopher and his family went to church.

 3. night, high, fight, right, light, flight 

 4. Two strange things: bazaars, cities. Synonym: out of the ordinary, peculiar

 5. France, Africa, Greece

 6. England, past Spain, Portugal, France

 7.  He would sail from Genoa into the Mediterranean Sea, past France and Spain to the 
Strait of Gibraltar, then upwards past Portugal, Spain, and France to England. 

 8. Lesson 1 Spelling Scramble answers are in the appendix.

 9.  Possible answers: grimaced, strained heavily, pitched forward, throwing to our knees, 
crashed, reeling 

 10.  Places: Cheyenne, Wyoming; St. Louis, Missouri; Person: Ashley; Begin the sentence: 
Ashley, We, It, After, By, The; Abbreviation: A.M.

 11. Lesson 1 Spelling Search answers are in the appendix.

 12.  men, spices, Arabs, Indies, way, lands, deserts, mountains, man, maps, books, The 
Adventures of Marco Polo

 13.  Christopher, Columbus, Portugal, Diego, Africa, Germany, cinnamon, anything, 
everyone, decided

 14.  Cannon balls smashed into the side of his ship; Cannon balls tore the ropes and sails; 
Cannon balls knocked down the masts; Other sailors on the ship were hit by cannon 
balls; The ship was sunk; Columbus jumped into the sea; He finally made it to shore 
in Portugal.

 15.  Events: A French frigate had rammed their ship; French privateers came on board 
their ship and attacked the sailors; Columbus fought a sword fight with a Frenchman; 
Two pirates tried to choke him, then he was stabbed with a sword; Columbus was 
badly injured but swam towards shore.

 16. Answers to Unit 1 Word Search are in the appendix.




