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Introduction
Journeys through the Ancient World will transport your students into four 
important early civilizations—Egypt, Israel, Greece, and Rome. The Bible is 
an essential part of this study, as both an historical and a literary text. And this 
is completely understandable, since it is one of very few eyewitness accounts of 
history unfolding at a time before written records were common. 

Your children will explore Greek culture through the exploits of Alexander the 
Great and a thoughtful look at its intriguing myths and legends, and then view 
Rome from the opposing perspectives of a zealot and the Caesars. 

As always, our goal is to engage families through real, interesting books, 
and to continue building thinking skills by linking concepts and examining 
various worldviews and assumptions. Discussion is a primary focus, along with 
illustrating ideas with words and sketches, and recognizing the differences 
between facts and opinions. All in all, it’s a fascinating trip.

And one of the best parts? You’re never alone on this journey—because support 
is just a click away! Our Yahoo user group gives you an opportunity to be a part 
of the community of those who are traveling through history! Post questions, 
share experiences, and read the thoughts of others who are using our materials 
with their families. You can find the group at: 

 http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/LearningSeries

To navigate this curriculum more easily:

Because various editions of the same printed book often have different page 
numbers, and to help those using e-books, the reading assignments in Journeys 
through the Ancient World include the first and last words of each passage. You 
may find it helpful to mark reading assignments ahead of time so that the flow 
of your school is not interrupted with finding beginning and ending points.

The following standard materials should be readily available, since all or many 
lessons in this study require their use:

 Student Notebook  Astronomy Lab Book 
 fine-tip marker   pencil or pen 
 scissors, glue, tape  index cards 
 dictionary   DVD and CD players 
 lined school paper  highlighters, colored pencils or crayons

In addition, the first page of each lesson includes a list of books and anything 
else needed for that lesson that is not part of this standard materials list. 

This curriculum continues to direct students to use research as an important 
part of gaining information. We believe parents are the best supervisors of 
their children’s use of computers. Since online resources may be the source of 
information, we expect students to follow their parents’ guidelines whenever 
they use the computer. While we have attempted to give correct Internet 

http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/LearningSeries
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references in this curriculum, information locations can change, so we encourage 
parents to maintain supervision of all student computer use.

How will your school week look with Journeys through the Ancient 
World?

Journeys through the Ancient World consists of four units:

 • The Patriarchs and Egypt 
 • Israel 
 • Greece 
 • Rome

The first two are in Volume 1, and the others in Volume 2.

Each lesson in this study contains five parts, and is designed to take about a 
week—but you retain the freedom to make the curriculum’s schedule fit the 
needs of your students. Because of this, even though one part can take one day, 
this curriculum is your servant, not your master. Taking longer to complete a 
section is fine, so do what is best for your family or classroom.

Flexibility is built in, since Part 5 of each lesson is largely devoted to review, and 
the last lesson in each unit completes assignments, and provides a time of review 
and assessment. In addition, several lessons in the last unit are devoted to review 
of the other units studied throughout the year. These reviews are important parts 
of making learning permanent.

Who can use this curriculum?

This curriculum targets grades 6, 7, and 8, but can easily be adapted for 5th    
grade abilities by reducing the suggested reading, and assigning other work with 
the student’s success in mind. Even younger students can be included in the 
read-alouds, activities, discussions, and presentations. 

In most assignments, the recommended activity levels are noted with icons:  
for the lowest,  for higher, and  for highest. If there is no icon present, 
the activity is to be completed by all levels.

Preparation

Before beginning a lesson, look at the Materials List in Part 1 to be sure you 
have what you will need to complete the regular activities. This list includes 
books and necessary items in addition to the list of supplies used regularly. 
Also, every Part 5 contains additional resources for Enrichment Activities. 
Enrichment Activities are available for your older students who are completing 
the curriculum, or for younger students who finish the lessons quickly, or who 
just enjoy learning on a more in-depth level. 

Fifth graders should follow the  
assignments, reduce the suggested 
reading, and assign other work with the 
student’s success in mind.
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How can you adjust this curriculum to accommodate high school 
students? 

A High School Extension is planned for the near future.

However, until it’s ready the upper level reading, thinking, presentation, and 
discussion activities are appropriate for this age. Enrichment Activities (in 
each Part 5) provide an opportunity for more in-depth study, which is the best 
way to extend learning to a deeper level. Assign further literature and history 
reading from the Additional Resources (also in each Part 5), and then follow 
the format in the Language Skills sections to choose alternate passages to 
write from dictation (if you wish), define unknown vocabulary, identify usage 
and mechanics activities in the literature, and so forth. In writing, extend the 
activities to include greater length or frequency. In the science and history 
activities, ask your high school students to learn more about the topics, or find 
and research related topics to share with you or other students. Challenge them 
to vary their presentation styles to include multi-media presentations, plays, 
games, etc. This is a perfect time to increase responsibility for learning and 
sharing what they know. 

High school students are encouraged to log the time spent on various subjects, 
and record short notes about their additional research and activities. The far 
right column on the student’s Lesson At A Glance (included with the upper-
level Student Notebook) will work well for this.

Answer Keys and Appendix

Most answers to the questions asked in the text and the Student Notebook are 
located on the last page of each lesson, and there is an appendix keyed to each 
unit at the end of the book. It contains:

 • Lessons At A Glance (with an overview of each lesson for planning,   
    and check-off boxes for organization); 
 • Skills & Topics lists; 
 • Game and Assessment answers; 
 • Game instructions; and 
 • Various useful forms.

In addition the curriculum is accompanied by a Student Resource download, 
which contains: 

 • Student Notebook pages for all three levels; 
 • Game components; and 
 • Other resources helpful in completing various activities. 

These downloads also include Teacher Resources, such as:

 • Printable At A Glance guides for each lesson; 
 • Charts and references helpful to the lessons; 
 • Feedback and conference forms; and 
 • Master vocabulary lists.

High schoolers should follow the  
trail and use Enrichment Activities to 
extend learning to a deeper level.  Use 
choices from Additional Resources for 
Literature and Language Skills. Both 
sections are located in Part 5.
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Lesson Contents
The following in-depth description of each section in a typical lesson will give 
you an idea of its purpose, and how to use it. After you read this and begin using 
the curriculum, various margin notes in the text will remind you of the important 
points contained here.

Since the history of any culture is a direct reflection of its worldview, no 
understanding of the past is possible without examining the driving forces that 
compelled a people’s decisions and directions. Therefore, a typical lesson in 
Journeys through the Ancient World should begin with Making Connections. 
This section is designed to help students examine and solidify their personal 
worldviews, and to recognize similarities and differences in the cultures they study.

 A. Copywork or Dictation
Copywork and dictation provides a consistent method for students to see, 
hear, and write language correctly. It is the perfect technique for practicing 
all language skills. Regardless of age or grade, begin this study by asking your 
student to copy the passages. After copying, he should match what he has 
written word for word to the text, and correct anything that is not the same. 
Copywork should continue for as long as your student seems sufficiently 
challenged. Remember, this process is developing a skill, so don’t worry about 
the time invested. Your goal is to build the ability to read and write language, 
and teaching means providing the support needed to be successful. 

Evaluate your student’s progress after he has copied several passages and decide 
whether this activity seems too easy for him. If so, try dictating, or speaking, the 
first few words of a sentence slowly, and ask your student to write down what 
he hears. If he can write down at least a portion of the words correctly, then he 
is ready for dictation. The ability to write from dictation is a skill that must be 
learned. It may be difficult at first, so give your student the help he needs. Allow 
him to become familiar with the sentence, or sentences, you dictate at first. You 
may even want to let him choose the sentence. After he is very successful at 
writing from dictation using this method, gradually start adding a few words of 
your choice. Remember that success is your goal, not quickly moving to more 
difficult dictation passages. Going through the process too quickly without 
allowing your student the time to become successful and confident may create 
resistance towards this type of language learning. 

If you and your student prefer, it is perfectly acceptable for him to type the 
Dictation passages.

B. Reader
The natural method of learning continues in this section. These assignments 
occur in real literature, and there are several reasons why this is important. Real 
literature is more interesting. The language used is more natural. Willingness to 



x

Journeys through the Ancient World – Volume 1 Instructions

read is built as your student experiences the success and enjoyment of reading a 
good book. 

All students are to read portions of their assignments aloud. The purpose for 
this is to continue building reading fluency. Fluency, or the ability to read 
something effortlessly, is an important part of comprehension. If a student 
can read a passage aloud with expression, correct phrasing, and attention to 
punctuation, he is much more likely to understand the meaning of the passage. 
To practice fluency at all levels, use passages that your student can read without 
constant decoding. In other words, start with a few sentences that seem easy 
for the student to read. Often, you allow him to choose the passages for fluency 
practice, and sometimes you can select them in order to gauge his growth. 
To do this, find a passage that is a sentence or two longer than the last one he 
read, or one that contains structures requiring attention to punctuation, such 
as dialogue. Real books are perfect for this fluency practice. Artificial fluency 
practice is unnecessary when literature provides such an abundant source of 
reading materials.

Readers are coordinated with the units, and provide a ready-made history 
lesson. The lives of real and made-up people become linked to places and events. 
In turn, this connection brings character and convictions to light, as well as 
great adventures and drama. From the wellspring of literature comes examples of 
mechanics and word usage, as well as spelling patterns and vocabulary. 

Every student is to read or listen to all literature selections for the unit. Reading 
or hearing the various perspectives adds richness to the stories, and depth to the 
understanding of the events and circumstances of the times. Critical thinking 
skills build as the related stories allow students to compare and contrast to 
find similarities and differences. An artist’s illustrations contribute to learning 
about context clues, and the divisions of chapters and paragraphs help students 
recognize important main ideas and details that support the bigger ideas. All of 
these lessons come naturally from real books.

C. Read-Aloud and Discussion, Narration and Illustration
Most parents agree that it is good to read aloud to young children to develop 
pre-reading skills. However, the benefits don’t stop there. Reading aloud to 
children of all ages is one of the easiest, most enjoyable, and effective ways to 
share ideas and begin thoughtful conversations. Since your child does not have 
to worry about decoding during read-aloud time, he can focus totally on the 
meaning of what he is hearing. This allows him the opportunity to think about 
the ideas and information being presented, and to formulate his own thoughts. 
It prepares your student to respond to what he has heard through discussion, 
retelling, or sketching simple pictures of scenes described in the book.

As you read aloud, you have the opportunity to model fluency, expression, and 
comprehension. When your voice reflects punctuation, your child can see its 
purpose and the way it makes the passage more understandable. As he listens 
and perhaps follows along with his eyes, your child sees the language and hears 
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it read correctly, which provides an excellent example for his reading. Because of 
this, Read-Aloud assignments are an important part of each lesson. 

Read-Aloud assignments also provide the basis for student responses. As they 
listen, it is natural for them to respond by speaking, which is a good first step 
toward meaningful discussion. In the give-and-take of discussion, you can listen 
to your children’s understanding of the passage, ask questions, and share your 
thoughts. All of these combine to expand their thinking on the topic. It also 
lends itself to the natural memory practice of narration, or retelling. As students 
become familiar with the process of retelling, their ability to recall main ideas 
and details develops. 

Narration can take many forms, such as retelling specific parts of a story, 
predicting outcomes, or describing scenes with simple drawings. Using 
illustration in this context involves interpreting a writer’s words through 
the images they created in the listener’s mind—in this case the student’s. The 
pictures drawn are always correct because they come from your student’s 
thoughts and understanding of what he heard. Discussion, narration, 
and illustration are good, natural ways for a teacher to gauge students’ 
comprehension of the material read aloud. 

D. Language Skills
This section exists to equip your child with strategies to gain meaning from 
unfamiliar words and concepts. This information must be connected to other 
learning in order to remain with your student on a long-term basis. So the best 
time to teach word usage, mechanics, vocabulary, spelling, and grammar is when 
he reads or hears a word, phrase, or sentence in a story. Study of a word form or 
grammar concept is natural and makes sense to your child when he sees a need 
to read, understand, and use that word or concept. 

Vocabulary is a focus of this curriculum as students are asked to illustrate 
the meanings of words as used in their literature, and then confirm their 
interpretations with the dictionary. The purpose of this activity is not 
memorization or dictionary skills, but understanding. By building an awareness 
of new or unusual words, you are teaching your student an important strategy 
for understanding what he has read or heard. New vocabulary words appear in 
the context of a lesson or story, which helps your child recognize that the way a 
word is used is closely connected to its meaning. This is an important thinking 
skill called using context clues. As your child completes the vocabulary activities 
in this curriculum, he sees the importance of learning and using new words as he 
reads, writes, discusses, and retells. 

Spelling is a skill that has several components, such as perceptual ability and 
memory. Some people are naturally good at spelling, and some are not. The goal 
of this study’s spelling section is to use your child’s own work to identify words 
with which he has problems, and work on them. Memorizing a list is not as 
valuable to your student as increasing his ability to comfortably and correctly 
write the words that express his understanding and opinions. The goal then, is 
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to increase your child’s ability to recognize and spell more words correctly—not 
just to be able to spell a new word correctly for a week or two and then forget it. 

Grammar concepts are best taught in the context of your student’s literature. 
Rather than workbooks full of artificial exercises, the pages and story lines of 
his books provide ample opportunities to see the mechanics of grammar in real 
usage. The language skills handbook, Write Source 2000, is also called into play 
as a handy reference tool for the many facets of word use and sentence structure, 
as well as various writing techniques. The goal in this area of study is not simply 
to define a part of speech correctly, but rather to recognize the relationships 
between words in a sentence, and to understand their functions.  

Writing should be thought of as a natural response to learning new things. Since 
you are not limited to conventional school-type methods, you can employ an 
array of effective and enjoyable ways of gaining and responding to information. 
Writing is an integrated part of this curriculum. It is not a separate subject, but 
rather a set of skills with which to become familiar. Writing ability improves 
with practice and time, both of which come in the context of literature, history, 
science, and geography learning. Writing is best when it is a response to 
thinking about content learned, new ideas, or activities completed. Since writing 
begins with thinking, once your children engage in assigned thinking activities, 
the way is naturally prepared. As you use this approach, your students will 
begin to see themselves as writers, which is the first and most important step to 
becoming a writer.

E. Geography
The study of Geography is closely connected to understanding the history and 
culture of any area or nation. By considering the links between subjects in real 
life, like mapping a storyline, connections occur naturally for the students. This 
helps them add to what they know when they encounter new information. It 
also helps students remember what they have learned. 

Geography is the umbrella under which many other studies connect. It includes 
the study of places. If you learn about places, you learn about the impact those 
places have on people. If you learn about people, you learn about cultures and 
worldviews, and the impact they have on places. So in the study of geography, 
you naturally learn about people, places, and all the ways they affect each other. 

F. History/Science
Journeys through the Ancient World employs the Bible as both a challenging reader 
and a reliable history source. This is appropriate apart from any devotional 
aspect, since it is by far the most influential and enduring example of ancient 
literature available.

History is a daily part of the curriculum through literature readings, discussions, 
and activities. A study of history that focuses on dates and facts alone can be 
dry and hard to remember. But when events in history are associated through 
the literature, the geography, media presentations, and various language skills, it 
connects the learning and is much more likely to be retained. Great stories and 
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biographies help students relate to the struggles and triumphs of the times, while 
providing a basis for discussion and evaluation of decisions made, and their 
results. Books read silently and aloud provide the thread that ties the events, 
struggles, and decisions of ancient cultures together. Learning History could not 
be more natural.

Science is naturally enjoyable to young people when they’re able to connect 
the things they study, its cycles, and processes that occur in nature with other 
areas of study. We employ Charlotte Mason’s approach to learning as closely as 
possible in a study of Astronomy, by reinforcing concepts with observations, 
experiments, recording (by drawing, charting, and describing), modeling, 
discussing, and evaluating. Natural occurrences connect to one another to 
introduce and reinforce the order and interdependency of space systems. 

An important aspect in building student confidence is the use of real books and 
independent research—and not pre-digested textbooks. In all of our curricula, 
these things play an integral role, allowing students to discuss various points 
of view with their parents, and ultimately reach their own conclusions. The 
Backyard Guide to the Night Sky, coupled with the What You Aren’t Being Told 
About Astronomy DVDs, present two separate perspectives of astronomy topics, 
and become sources of information for thinking, discussion, and activities. 

While these resources are both very well done, the authors of this curriculum 
do not necessarily agree with all conclusions drawn in either. Your students will 
be challenged to explore different worldviews, and to discern the differences 
between facts and opinions. Please take advantage of teachable moments to 
discuss your views as a family on various issues, while allowing your child the 
latitude to formulate and express his own thoughts as he processes information. 

G. Typing/Hebrew
Although typing is admittedly not connected to a study of the ancient past, it is 
a skill set that becomes increasingly important as your children progress through 
school. It is therefore included now as preparation for high school, higher-level 
education (should your student pursue it), and life in general. Even if your 
child has already developed keyboarding skills, he can always benefit from the 
reinforcement of proper techniques and regular practice. As he becomes more 
comfortable typing, consider allowing your student to finish select assignments 
on the computer. 

Learning a foreign language is generally considered to be one of the best ways 
to broaden cognitive problem-solving abilities. In fact, reputable studies have 
shown that it increases critical thinking skills, creativity, and flexibility of mind. 
But why Hebrew? First, because it is an ancient language that has undergone a 
profound revitalization in the past century—moving from the classical realm to 
again become a vital, living language. Second, because it is the primary language 
of most historical and literary text in the Bible. And third, because a familiarity 
with Hebrew’s roots, structure, and forms naturally strengthens your child’s 
connection to the Judeo-Christian ethics upon which our nation was founded. 
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H. Independent Reading/Study Skills
This time is an important part of each student’s daily schedule. It provides 
opportunities to evaluate routines, confront attitudes, and analyze selected 
readings—as well as many other aspects of developing successful study skills. 
Then, a quiet time of reading something ‘for fun’ allows students to consider 
ideas and tie new information to old. This is an essential part of building 
thinking skills and new understandings. 

Though you might be tempted to skip these activities to save time, please don’t! 
Completing the reading log and At A Glance checklist each day gives your student 
a sense of accomplishment and builds organizational skills and responsibility.

Supportive Resources
Student Notebook – The Student Notebook is not only a vital part of the 
curriculum, but it also provides a portfolio of your student’s work. Maps, 
charts, and other activities assigned in the textbook are included in an easy, 
ready-to-use format for the student. 

How can you begin to transfer the responsibility for completing assignments 
from yourself to your student? At A Glance checklists for each lesson are 
included in the Student Notebook to ease this process. The student has a ready-
made task list to guide and direct his efforts, and the teacher can tell at a glance 
what needs to be done. This checklist system encourages your student to take 
responsibility for his daily work, and allows him to be easily accountable for 
assignments. 

Since portfolios are often the best possible written measure of student 
achievement, completion of the Student Notebook creates an excellent, 
consecutive record of your student’s work in Journeys through the Ancient World. 
It provides teacher, student, and evaluator with a clear picture of sequential 
progress in each subject area, samples of student work, and examples of creative 
projects. It includes the dates assignments were completed, assisting with the 
documentation process. This helps teachers to see time spent on each unit, 
as well as giving your student a sense of accomplishment as he looks over the 
finished product. 

Astronomy Lab Book – This is an addendum to the Student Notebook, which 
allows your student easy access to pre-printed Lab Forms and resources. Since it 
is separate, it’s more mobile and available for notes and comments as Lab work is 
being done.
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Required Resources
Core Resources - used throughout the year

Trail Guide to Bible Geography (digital download) 
Bible Lands Activity Map Set 
Biblical Timeline Figures CD-ROM 
Student Bible Atlas (published by Augsburg Fortress) 
Write Source 2000 (978-0669467741) 
Typing Instructor Platinum (by Individual Software) 
Assumptions that Affect Our Lives by Christian Overman 
Astronomy for Every Kid by Janice Van Cleave 
Backyard Guide to the Night Sky by Howard Schneider 
Astronomy Lab Book (currently included with unit downloads) 
Biblical Hebrew Homeschool Primer (Student Book) 
Biblical Hebrew Annotations and Answers (Teacher Guide) 
Biblical Hebrew Jonah Copybook 
Traditional Hebrew Songs CD 
Biblical Hebrew Show and Tell DVD 
What you Aren’t Being Told About Astronomy DVD Vol. 1 (Units 1-2) 
What you Aren’t Being Told About Astronomy DVD Vol. 2 (Units 3-4) 
Drive Through History DVD: Holy Lands, Volume 1 – Egypt to Qumran  
 (Units 1-2) 
Drive Through History DVD: Holy Lands, Volume 2 – Jericho to Megidoo  
 (Unit 2)

Readers/Literature by Unit

Unit 1: Patriarchs and Egypt

Tirzah by Lucille Travis 
The Pillar of Fire by J. H. Ingraham (Lamplighter Books edition)

Unit 2: Israel

The Pillar of Fire by J. H. Ingraham (Lamplighter Books edition)  
Hittite Warrior by Joanne Williamson 
God’s Appointed Times by Barney Kasdan

Unit 3: Greece

Ben Hur (Christian Epics), abridged by James Bell, Jr.  
Theras and His Town by Caroline Dale Snedeker 
D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths by Ingri and Edgar D’Aulaire

Unit 4: Rome

Ben Hur (Christian Epics), abridged by James Bell, Jr.  
The Bronze Bow by Elizabeth George Speare  
Augustus Caesar’s World by Genevieve Foster
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Lesson 1, Part 1

s Making Connections s
With your teacher, read and discuss the first three paragraphs on 
page 8 (“This book is based …”) in your book, Assumptions That 
Affect Our Lives. These paragraphs try to explain the importance 
of a person’s worldview, and how it is shaped. 

In your Student Notebook, write one or two sentences that explain 
your personal thoughts about the first question in paragraph 3. 
There’s no right or wrong answer to this question—but it’s very 
important for you to consider what you really believe. 

8

iMaterialsj
•  Assumptions That Affect Our Lives
•  Tirzah
•  Bible
•  The Pillar of Fire
•  Biblical Hebrew
 Homeschool Primer
 Show and Tell DVD
•  Backyard Guide to the Night Sky
•  Trail Guide to Bible Geography
 Maps and Pages:
  Fertile Crescent
   “Illustrated Geography     

 Dictionary” page
   Several Timeline of Biblical   

 History pages
•  Ancient Civilizations map
•  Eastern Mediterranean map
•  Student Bible Atlas
•  Write Source 2000
•  Typing Instructor Platinum
•  A watch or clock
•  Transparency (acetate) sheets
•  Wet erase markers

Additional Resources and Enrichment 
Activities are found in Part 5.

 A. Copywork or Dictation Language Skills
Look over the words in italics below, and their meanings.

progenitor - a patriarch; a father of generations

posterity - future generations

Now read the following passage silently before you follow the directions 
for your level.

Abram, the great progenitor of the Israelites and the father 
of the faithful, was the son of Terah, and born in Ur of the 
Chaldees. At the age of seventy-five years, he was directed 
by God to depart from his country and kindred and go to 
a land which God would show him. And God promised to 
make his posterity a great nation.

Use lined paper for writing all copywork or dictation passages. If you’re 
writing from dictation, you may listen to the assignment more than once.

When you’re finished copying or writing from dictation, compare your 
work to the text and make any needed corrections. Then date and add 
the page to your Student Notebook.

 Copy the above passage, or write it from dictation.

 Write or type the above passage from dictation.

 B. Reader Language Skills, History
Tirzah: page 7 (Chapter 1) through page 10 (“… learning this time?”)

Bible:  Genesis 11:27–32

 Joshua 24:1–3 and Nehemiah 9:6–8

As you complete the assignments in this section, you need to read 
carefully. This means that you should give special attention to the passage 

A. Copywork or Dictation passages 
are taken from Noah Webster’s book, 
Biography, for the Use of Schools. 
Because this book was originally 
published in 1830, many of the words 
are not commonly used nowadays 
and the language structure may prove 
challenging for your student.

If these facts present a problem, 
please feel free to select passages for 
copywork or dictation from your child’s 
reading assignments. Use the following 
guidelines:

       at least seven sentences

  at least nine sentences 
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by looking for certain types of information, re-reading, and taking notes. 
When you read carefully, it equips you to think about and understand 
what you have read, and then to talk or write about it confidently. 

In your Student Notebook, write a short description of a new event that 
happens in this part’s assignment from Tirzah. Be sure to choose the one 
that you think makes the biggest change for the characters. Then begin 
a description of Tirzah, or Oren, or Ram by writing a sentence that tells 
something you learned about him or her in the passages. 

 Read the above passage from Tirzah aloud; then team-read or follow 
along as someone else reads the passage from the Bible. 

 Read the above passage from Tirzah silently; then read the passages from 
the Bible aloud. Add a second description of Tirzah, Oren, or Ram.

 Add a third description of Tirzah, Oren, or Ram.

 C. Read-Aloud and Discussion Language Skills, History, Thinking Skills
The Pillar of Fire: Letter I (pages 5–7)

Together with your teacher, review the meanings of the following words 
before listening to the Read-Aloud passage. You may want to make a 
mark on the line after each word in your Student Notebook when you 
hear it during the story. 

carriage – a person’s way of standing or moving; (story context: “his 
majestic yet winning carriage”)

poop – the highest deck of a sailing ship; (story context: “stood upon 
the lofty poop of my ship”)

obelisks – a stone pillar set up as a monument; (story context: “we 
saw … palaces and obelisks and groves”)

inaugurated – began, or introduced; (story context: “inaugurated it 
by a prayer”)

Focus Questions: 
Who is Sesostris, and what was it like when he left his country? 
What was it like to arrive in Egypt?

As you listen to your teacher or someone else read the assigned passage 
aloud, keep the Focus Questions in mind. Then, after the read-aloud, 
answer them and give examples from the story that support your 
thoughts. There are spaces in your Student Notebook to write a few 
quick words while you’re listening to help you remember how you want 
to answer. 

 Give one example.

 Give two examples.

 Give three examples.

C. Reading aloud to students of all ages 
is one of the easiest, most enjoyable, and 
effective ways to share ideas and begin 
thoughtful conversations.
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 D. Language Skills: Vocabulary Thinking Skills
The vocabulary words below have been taken from your reader, Tirzah. 
Write each one in your Student Notebook, and what you think it means. 
Be sure to use a dictionary to make sure you’re correct. Then, in the 
space provided, draw a picture clue to help you remember the word’s 
meaning as it was used in the story. This is an on-going activity, since the 
words occur in reading assignments throughout Lesson 1. 

 marsh  thicket  Nubian warily

 quota  papyrus prominent scarab beetle

 tyrant  khamsin gnarled bleat

 E. Geography History, Thinking Skills
Trail Guide to Bible Geography: Week 1 – Abraham: Ur to Egypt

In the Points of Interest section of the Week 1 lesson, follow the first 
four directions for labeling your Ancient Civilizations map. You may use 
Map 2 in the Student Bible Atlas for reference. Then, in the Geography 
Trails section, complete the Day 1 questions for the Bird and Deer levels. 

Begin your Illustrated Geography Dictionary with these words: 
mountain and river. Write the definitions and draw or print a picture to 
illustrate the term.  

When you’re finished, add the map and dictionary page to your Student 
Notebook.

 F. History Thinking Skills
Look over the Instructions section of your Trail Guide to Bible Geography 
to find out how to set up a Biblical Timeline of History. When that’s 
all done, look at your Bible Timeline Figures CD so that you’re familiar 
with what’s on it, including the meanings of the borders and symbols. 

As you progress through this study you’ll be given dates and events or 
people to add to your timeline. 

To get started, you need a little background information—so take 
some time to scan, or read quickly, the following sections of Scripture 
silently. When you’re finished, fill in the blanks on the page in your 
Student Notebook.1

 • Genesis 2:4–25 
 • Genesis 3 
 • Genesis 4:1–16 
 • Genesis 5

D. Each word in bold letters is 
considered a vocabulary word, which 
may or may not be new to your children. 
Besides using the Student Notebook 
pages, if you and your child want to 
emphasize vocabulary in this study you 
can write these words on index cards 
and use them for occasional review (but 
not for memorizing). Be sure to write 
definitions on the backs of the cards. 
Also, try to use the new vocabulary words 
during conversation, and encourage your 
students to do the same.

For your convenience, the vocabulary 
words for each lesson are included in the 
Vocabulary section of the appendix.
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 G. Typing Thinking Skills
This year you’ll use the Typing Instructor Platinum computer program 
to either learn how to type properly, or to improve your skill and speed.

To begin, follow the instructions on the program disk to install it on 
your computer. Be sure to use the correct disk for your PC or Mac! 
When you’re finished, add yourself as a user by clicking “Add” on the 
menu, and then take the “Skill Test” to see where you should start.

When all that’s done, click “OK” to move on to the Travel Port screen. 
Once there, click the “How To Type” signpost at the bottom of the 
main screen, and listen to the first two topics: “Proper posture” and 
“Positioning your hands on the keyboard.”

Return to the Travel Port screen and click the “Tour” signpost at the 
bottom left. The tour will explain exactly how to use your Typing 
Instructor program. Then you might also want to click each tab on 
the menu bar to the right of the screen to help you remember where 
everything is located.

The only thing left to do now is decide whether you want to start your 
lessons in the World Travel, Time Travel, or Photo Safari theme—icons 
for these are at the bottom of the menu bar. And remember, you can 
change themes any time! Then go ahead and work on your first lesson 
for at least ten minutes.

 H. Independent Reading & Study Skills
Time management is one of the most important study skills you 
can learn! And the first step in mastering this skill is to gain an 
understanding of exactly where and how you spend your time now, in 
the course of a normal day. 

To do that, use a watch or clock and the Time Management Chart in 
your Student Notebook to write down the things you do tomorrow 
during school hours, and how long you spend doing each one. Include 
everything: lunch, chores, errands, recesses, subjects studied, and 
everything else that takes up time. 

This activity, of course, begins tomorrow as soon as you get up. For 
now, choose something to read that you’ll enjoy. Then find a quiet, 
comfortable place and read for the following length of time:

 30 minutes

 35 minutes

 40 minutes

Look over the Lesson 1 At A Glance chart in your Student Notebook 
and check off all the work you’ve done in this part. Then, be sure to 
write down what you read today on your Reading Log.

R

H. Independent reading provides 
regular practice for word study and 
reading skills, as well as time for 
practice of thinking skills. Quiet time to 
consider ideas and tie new information 
with old is essential in building new 
understandings.
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