Why Go to
College?

You probably know that while going to college
is important, it takes a lot of hard work to get
there. From time to time, you may find yourself
wondering, “Is it really worth it?” The short
answer is...yes!

Here are some reasons why going to college
is a goal that js definitely worth working toward.

_i More career opportunities

A college education can open doors and prepare
you for a career that is personally satisfying,
financially rewarding, and a perfect match for
your interests and values. With a colflege degree,
the sky is the limit!

0 New experiences

Going to college will give you the opportunity
to studly a variety of subjects, try new things,
expand your skills, and meet new people. Most
importantly, college gives you the opportunity
to become the person you aspire to be.

. More money

Four-year college gradluates cam almost twice as
much as high school gracduates. That comes out to
$1,000,000 or more over a lifetime.

Having a higher income provides financial stability
and more money for the things that are important
to you, like hobbies, travel, and entertainment.

College

Timeline

o) 9th-] 2th
d 4 Grade

Not sure what you need to do each year to
plan and prepare for college? This guide will
help you stay on track and achieve your
college goals!

9th Grade

Work hard in your classes. Your freshman grades
are important. They will be used to calculate your
grade point average—and all of your freshman
courses and grades will be on your transcript {an
official copy of your high school record).

Make a four-y=ar high school plan. Most colleges
recommend that students take the following
courses in high school:

4 years of English

3=4 years of math (Algebra | &1, Geometry)

I-4 years of stience

2-3 years of the same world language

3 years of social studies

1 year of fine or parforming arts

10th Grade

Work hard to get good grades. The better your
grades, the more college options you will have.
Grades are the first thing colleges look at when
determining whether to accept an applicant.

Develop your interests and be involved.
Colleges are looking for students who are active
and invelved in their school and community.

Regularly meet with your counselor to discuss your

college plans and get your questions answered.

some of them.

High School

High school is
mendatory and it's
usually free.

You have classes
one right after
the other for
6-7 hours a day.
Monday - Friday.

Your days are
scheduled and
organized by others.

Your classes
usually have 30
students or less.

Your course
selection is limited
and your schedule

is arranged

for you.

High School
vs. College

While success in high school and college
both require hard work, organization, and
tune management, there are a number

of difterences between the two. Here are

Attending college
is your choice and
it is not free.

You may have big
gaps between
classes. On some
days you may not
have any classes.

You organize your

days and manage
your own time.

Your classes can
be small or have
over 100 students.

You have a wide
variety of courses
to choose from and
you arrange your
own schedule.




CHOOSING
A COLLEGE

Choosing a college is about finding a school
that’s a good match for you. Knowing what
you're looking for will help you find a college
that’s a good fit.

The following questions and information will help
you determine what’s important to you in a college.

Type of College

Two-year colleges offer affordable one- and two-
year career programs. Students can also transfer

to a four-year college after a year or two. Four-year
colleges offer a wide variety of majors and programs.

What type of college are you interested in?

D two-year college I:I four-year college

Larger colleges offer lots of majors, programs, and
activities; smaller colleges usually have smaller
classes and a more personal feel.

What size college do you want to attend?
D small [:] medium E] large

Location

Where do you want to attend college?

|:| close to home I:l in my home state

I:l near a big city D close to nature
Other

MAKING A
COLLEGE VISIT

PLAN YOUR VISIT

P Decide when to make your visit. The spring of your
junioryear is usually a Goed tirne to visit.

P Schedule your visit(s) online or by phone. Check
college websites for open hoUses andwisitation days.

LEARN ALL YOU CAN

» A group tour is a great way to see a campus. Ask
your tour guide questions such as, What is this college
best knowri for? What are the strongest majors?

» Check out the nearby city or town.

|~ TALKTOPEOPLE. -

P Schedule appaintments with people who can
answer your questions, such as admissions counselors,
financial aid céunselors, program directors.

» Talk to students. Ask them what they like and don't
like about the collzge, what they do on weekends, etc.

TAKE'NOTE OF YOUR IMPRESSIONS

P As you explore the campus, make a note of your
impressions and what you like and don’t like.

¥ Visuvalize yourself as a student there. Do you feel
comfortable? Does the college feel
like a good fit?

P Take pictures to help you remember
the campus.

For information on choosing a
college, watch this quick video! VIDEO

Oth Grade
COLLEGE PLANNING

If you're thinking about going to college, that’s
areat! There's o better way to prepare yourself for
a bright future than to continue your education.

Here are some things you can do this year to plan
and prepare for college. Do the following and you
will be on your way to achieving your college goals!

n Work hard in your classes.
To be ready for college, and to have an
impressive high school record, work hard to
get good grades in all of your classes.

Mow that you're a freshman, everything
“counts.” Your freshman grades will be used
to calculate your grade point average—and
all of your freshman courses, grades, and
credits will be on your transcript (an official
copy of your high schoaol record).

n Make a four-year high school plan.

In order to be prepared for college-level work,
colleges recommend that students take the
following courses in high school:

4 years of English

3- 4 years of math (Algebra | & Il, Geometry)

3- 4 years of science

2-3 years of the same foreign language

3 years of social studies

1 year of fine or performing arts
To make a four-year high school plan, list the
courses you intend to take each year of high
school. If you want to go to college, try to
include all of the above courses in your plan.




10th Grade
COLLEGE PLANNING

Now that you're a sophomore, it's time to get more
serious about planning and preparing for college.
To help you stay focused and on track, here'sa

list of the things you need to do this year.

11th Grade
COLLEGE PLANNING

As a college bound junior, there’s a lot you need
to do this year to plan and prepare for college.
To achieve your college goals, do the following
and stay focused. The future is yours!

Work hard to get good grades.
The stronger your high school academic

record, the more college options you'll have.
Grades are the first thing colleges look at when
determining whether to accept an applicant—
particularly their grades in college prep classes.

Take college prep courses.
In order to be prepared for college-level work,

colleges recommend that students take the
following courses in high school:

4 years of English

3- 4 years of math (Algebra | & I, Geometry)

3- 4 years of science

2-3 years of the same foreign language

3 years of social studies

1 year of fine or performing arts

Strengthen your academic record. Take ccllege
prep courses and get the Lest grades possible. The
stronger your high school academic record, the more
college options you'll have.

What can you do this year to strengthen your
academic record? __

o Develop your interests and be involved.

Colleges are looking for students who are
active and involved in their school and
community. Farticipate in school
activities, do some volunieer
work, and take time to develop
your interests and talents.

JDED

For tips on how to build an
impressive high school record, watchthis#ideo!

Be involved in meaningful activities. Colleges
are looking far students who are active and involved
in their school and community.

What activities /interests will you pursue this year?

Make a testing plan. Many juniors take the PSAT/
MNMSQT in October and the ACT and/or SAT in the
spring, if required by the schools they are applying
to. Visit act.org and collegeboard.org for information.
What tests will you take? When will you take them?

[] PSAT/NMSQT

[ ] acT
[] saT
[ ] other

A

th Grade

LLEGE PLANNING

The following are things college bound seniors
need to do to plan and prepare for college.

Use this checklist to help you stay focused and
on track. Check items off as they are completed.

“

Get Organized

]

L]

HER

Take the ACT/SAT, If necessary. Unless
you know you don't need to submit test
scores, take the ACT or SAT if you haven't
already. For information and to register,
go to act.org or collegeboard.org.

Set up a master calendar. Use this
calendar to help you keep track of test
dates, college visits, application deadlines,
and college events at your school.

Have a folder for college information.
In this folder, keep copies of test scores
and applications, notes on college visits,
and anything else that's important.

Plan college visits. If you haven't visited
a college you are seriously considering,
schedule a visit as soon as possible.

Meet with your counselor. Talk to your
counselor about your college choices,
possible majors, and financial aid.




College Admissions

While you need to prepare for college through-
out high school, the college admissions process
generally begins early in your senior year.

The infarmation below will give you an idea of
how this process works.

The College Admissions Process

STEP 1 - Submission

All colleges have admissions information and
applications on their website. Be sure to submit
everything that’s required before the deadline.

STEP 2 - Review

The college admissions office will put all of the
information regarding your application into

a file. When all of the required documents
have been received, your application will be
evaluated by an admissions committee.

STEP 3 - Notification

Once your application has been evaluateq,

the college will let you know whether you have
been accepted, rejected, or put on 2 waiting list.

STEP 4 - Your Decisicn

After comparing all college and
financial aid offers, you decide
which college you want to attend.

\IDED

For tips on how to complete an
impressive college application, watchthis yideo.

THE COMMON APP

If you're applying to more than one college, you
may want to complete the Common Application
(Common App). More than 1,000 colleges accept
the Common App, so completing this one applica-
tion can save you a lot of time. Here are the steps.

STEP 1 - Cr2ate your account

Go to commonapp.org and click on
Start your application. The new edition
— of the Common App opens each year
on August 1. You can, however, create
an account anytime,

5TEP 2 - Add schools to your list

Search for the colleges that meet your
needs by name, location, distance from
your home, and more. Add these schools
to your My Celleges list.

STEP 3 - Check requirements

You'll get detailed information on the
admission requirements for each school
on your My Colleges list (e.g., the test(s)
required, application deadlines).

STEP 4 - Complete the application
It's helpful to gather the information
you need to complete the Common
App ahead of time. The checklist on

the back of this card will help you

know what information you will need.

Completing an

Impressive College
Application

Your college application is a representation of you,
and its important that you present yourself in the
best possible light. Here are some tips to help you
submit an impressive college application.

Be sure to do the following:

* Follow the instructions exactly and answer every
question honestly.

¥ Use correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

 Submit an application that is clean, neat, accurate,
and complete,

* Include all of your activities and awards, (Quality is
mere impoertant than quantity.)

* If you have a noteworthy achievement, special
talent, unigue characteristic, or something that will
bring diversity to a campus, be sure it's included.

» Proofread, proofread again, and then have
someone else look over your application.

Submit forms, scores, and transcripts

Applications for admission require a high school
transcript, and most have sections for your counselor
to complete. Follow your school’s procedures for
submitting applications, requesting transcripts, and
getting the required forms completed.

Many 4-year colleges also require ACT or SAT scores.
Make sure your scores have been sent to any college
reguiring them.




WRITING A
COLLEGE ESSAY

If you're asked to write an essay, think of it
as an opportunity to provide the admissions
committee with insight into who you are and
what makes you unique.

Here are some tips to help you write an
outstanding college essay.

> Start early
Give yourself encugh time to be able to put your
essay away and come back to it several times.
When you take it out and read it again, you'll see
things you didn't notice before,

» Showcase your writing skills
Colleges want students who caneftectively convey
their thoughts and ideas in writing—and your essay
is an excellent oppartunity for you to demonstrate
your writing skills.

Follow the instructions regarding length and
subject matter; use concise, clear sentenices; and
write an essay that could only be written by you.

THE ACT

Information & Tips

While many four-year colleges require ACT or SAT scores as
part of the application process, seme colleges now have
test-optional policies. Unless you are certain you wilf not
need to submit test scores, plan to take the ACT and/or SAT.

“ABOUTTHETEST | |

The ACT consists of four multiple-choice tests: English,
Reading, Math, and Science. There is also an optional
Writing Test. The ACT is given in September, Octaber,
December, February, April, June, and July.

| WHENTO TAKE THE ACT/ |
You should take the ACT in the spring of your junior

year. If you want to improve your scores, you then have
time to retake the ACT in the summer or fall.

To register for the ACT, go to act.org, Registration
deadlines are about six weeks before the test dates.
Aiter you're registered, you'll receive instructions and
a ticket to gelinto the test.

N\ HOW THE ACT IS SCORED

Students receive a scare (1-36) for each of the four
sections, along with a composite score
(an average of the four section scores).

Questions?
Visit act.org or see your counselor.

o

To review, watch this quick video! VIDE

KHE SAT

mmformation & Tips

A N A .\ A

While some four-year colleges require SAT or ACT scores as
part of the application process, many colleges now have
test-aptional policies. Unless you are certain you will not
need o submit tost scores, plan to take the SAT and/for ACT.

ABOUT THE TEST

The SAT consists of three main sections: 1) Reading,

2) Writing and Language, and 3) Math. The SAT is given
in August, October, November, December, March,
May, and June.

WHEN TO TAKE THE SAT

You should take the SAT in the spring of your junior
year. If you want to improve your scores, you then have
time to retake the SAT in the fall of your senior year,

HOW TO REGISTER

To register for the SAT, go to collegeboard.org.
Registration deadlines are about five weeks before
the test dates. Once you're registered, you'll receive
instructions and an admission ticket,

HOW THE SAT IS SCORED

Students receive a total score (400-1600) and two
section scores: one for Evidence-Based
Reading and Writing (200-800) and

one for Math (200-800).

To review, watch this quick video! ~ VIDEO



College is a worthwhile investment, but it can be
a costly one. When thinking about the cost of
attendance (COA) for a particular college, be sure
to include tuition, fees, books, room and board,
transportation, and personal expenses.

Below are the average published COA “sticker prices.”
Financtal aid and/or discounts from institutions often
lower these costs considerably.

Average Yearly Cost of Attendance 2023-24

Public Four-Year Colleges (in-state)

Tuition and FEes..... oo ciiieee ciiens ane 511,250
Room and Board ...covvvee v i e $12,775
Books and Supplies «ocooooeiiiiiiieciinn. $1,250
Transportation & Other Expenses ......... 3,550
Total oo e e e 528,825

Students who attend a public college in a different state
typically must pay the higher out-of-state tuition.

Private Four-Year Colleges

Tuition and Fees ..o vvivieeiviecenns 541,550
Room and Board .....ccooee v 514,650
Books and Supplies ... 51,250
Transportation & Other Expenses ... $2.575
Total oo iveeciee e e s e S60.4.25
Tuition and Fees... ..o esiine el 54,000
Living EXpenses ..o s 99,975
Books and Supplies ..o ciinnnns 51475
Transportation & Other Expenses ... 54,425
L= 519,875

How to Pay for

College <$i}

College can be expensive, but there are things
you can do to make it more affordable. If you
need help paying for college, learn about
financial aid, fill out a Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), and explore ways
to cut college costs.

Learn about financiol aid

Financial aid comes in four forms: grants,
scholarships, work-study, and loans. Grants and
scholarships are considered “gift help” because
they represent money that s given to students.
Work-study and loans are considered “self-help.”
They provide money that must
either be samed or repaid.

wartch this short video,

Applyv for financial aid

To get money to nelp you pay for college, do the
toliowing your senior year.

1. Complete college applications.
Complete adimission applications in the fall
of your senior year. Be aware of deadlines.

2. Complete the FAFSA,
In order to receive any government aid, you
must complete a FAF5A. When you complete a
FAFSA you automatically apply for a Pell Grant
ifree money). For information, visit fafsa.gov.

3. Apply for scholarships.
Search for scholarships online at fastweb.com,
scholarships.com, and studentaid.gov.

FINNANCIAL AID

Overview

FInanclal ald s money that Is glven, eared, or
lent to heip students pay for thelr educatlon.
FInanclal ald miakes It possible for millions of
students to go to college.

Four Types of Financial Aid

Grants
Grants are funds given, usually because
{C of financlal need. Grants do not have to be

repald. The Pell Grant provides billions of
dollars each year to income-eligible families.
When students and parents submit a Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA),
they automatically apply for a Pell Grant.

Scholarships

Scholarships are generally awarded for
exceptional academic achlevement or
outstanding talent. Scholarships do not
need to be repaid.

Loans

Loans are funds borrowed from a lender,
such as the government or a bank. Loans
must be pald back. Over half of the financial
aid awarded is in the form of a loan.

—  Work-study

Work-study programs provide students
who have financial need with part-time

Jobs to help fund their education.

Financial aid is awarded in the form of
packages that will vary from college
to college. Compare them carefully.

For tips on cutting college
costs, watch this quick video! VIDED




FAFSA

Need Money for College?
Complete the FAFSA!

FAFSA.COV

All college bound students and
their parents (who are referred
to as “contributors”) should fill
out the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

The FAFSA Is avallable October 1.
Apply early for the best chance
of recelving the ald you need!

L]

You can fill out the FAFSA on
a computer or moblle device.

Fllling out the FAFSA Is free.
MNever pay a company or service
to process your FAFSA.

By completing the FAFSA,
automatically

PP'?'“?
Grant (free ﬁ!\\

Don't let the FAFSA Intimidate
you, and don't assume that you
won't be ellgible for any =id.

For information on how to get meney \

for college, watch this video on ﬁnw.

Understanding the FAFSA

10 Reasons
to Fill Out
the FAFSA

Here are ten excellent reasons you should fill
out the FAFSA, even if you don't think you will
qualify for financial aid.

1. You can get “free"” money

When you submit a FAFSA, you automatically
apply for federal grants, such as the Pell Grant and
FSEOG. To be eligible to receive free government
money for college (money you don't have to pay
back), you must compleie a FAFSA,

Z. Almost everyone qualifies

Mary students don't fill out the FAFSA because
they think they won't qualify for aid. The truth is
that almost every student is eligible for some type
of aid, whetherit's grants, loans, or both.

3. It'sfree and fast

Thie FAFSA is free to fill out, and it takes less than
30 minutes to complete if you have everything
ready when you begin.

4. The FAFSA may be required
Students who are applying for scholarships are
often required to complete a FAFSA. Many schools
want documentation showing that a student isn't
eligible for need-based aid before they award
their merit-based aid (scholarships).

SCHOLARSHIPS

It's not easy to obtain scholarships, but qualified
students who invest the time and energy often
find that their efrorts pay off handsomely.

TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS
Most academic scholarships are
awarded by individual colleges to
students with high GPAs (3.5+)
and/or high ACT/SAT scores.

ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIPS

To receive an athletic scholarship,
athletes must meet NCAA or NAIA
eligibility requirements. For informa-
tion, go to ncaa.org or playnaia.org.

TALENT SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships in music, art, theater,
and dance are mostly awarded by
individual colleges. Portfolios or
auditions are often required.

LOCAL 5CHOLARSHIPS

Local groups and organizations offer
scholarships for the students in their
communities. These scholarships are
usually smaller, but easier to get.

MINORITY SCHOLARSHIPS
Colleges offer these scholarships to
encourage outstanding minority
students to attend their college.
Contact colleges for information.




o STUDENT

S o

¥ LOANS

Families who need additional funds to cover college
costs often take out a loan. Student loans have
varying requirements, interest rates, and repayment
schedules. It is therefore important to learn all you
can about your college loan options.

College students are eligible for Federal Direct
Loans. First-year students can borrow up to $5,500
a year. Second-year students can borrow up to
56,500 a year. Repayment doesn't begin until six
months after the student has left college. Direct
Loans are either subsidized or unsubsidized.

%

Subsidized and Unsubsidized Direct Loans
Direct Subsidized Loans are available for students
with financial need; Direct Unsubsidized Loans

are available for students without financial need.

A Direct Subsidized loan is preferable because the
government pays the interest on the loan while
the student is in college.

PLUS Loans

PLUS Loans are available to parents with good credit.
Parents can apply for a PLUS Loan for the total cost of
attendance, minus any financial aid the student has
received. A college financial aid office can provide
instructions on applying fora PLUS Loan.

__privatetoans ~ 2 ) |

Private loans are availahle throunh banks and other
lending services. Private ioans typically have a higher
interest rate than loans from the federal government.
Families should exhaust their federal loan options
before ever considering a private loan.

N

Alternatives to
College

College is one
path to success
in life, but it's not
the only path.

Here you'll find information

on some of the many ways

you can prepare for a career.
Do your research, and make a
plan for your future that will be
right for you.

Short Term TrainingProgfams

Career/trade schools and omyfiuhity colleges
offer short-term training for Apumbég of cavgers.
Many of the most populafprograms aré\n health,
care, business, compufer science, and hospitali-

ty (e.g., travel and toufsm, clilinary arts). While
some programs take on&or tWp years to'sgmplgte,
others can hecOmpletad lp a matter of weehs!
There aredor example,a nimbeRof health care
careers that refuire less thrag\a yedr of training.

TheMilitary

AS the nation®’largest employer, the military offers
qualified agplicafits\a salary, benefits, and free
jobtrajfing. THe military also provides discipline
and stgucture/as well as opportunities for career
advancement and'travel.

For tho®@Who may want to attend college later,
under the Montgomery Gl Bill, enlistees who
contribute to a college fund can receive over
$50,000 for college.

You may also want to consider joining the National
Guard or the Reserves. As part-time members of
the military, enlistees go through basic training
and job training.

Visit todaysmilitary.com for more information.

'gh School Career Planning

Self Assessment

To be successful in a career,
you need to do something
you enjoy and are good at.
It should also be something
that aligns with your values
(what's iinportant to you).

This quick self assessment will help you
examine your interests, abilities, and values,

and choose a career that will be a good match
for you.

Consider Your Interests

1. What are your two favorite school subjects?

2. Name two hobbies or activities you enjoy.

3. Name one activity you become so involved
in that you lose track of time.

4. When and where are you the happiest?




High School Career Planning

Career Clusters

Career Clusters are
groups of careers

with similar features.
Exploring the 16 Career
Clusters will help you
figure out which career
areas you want to explore further.

Which is a good fit for you?

Below are the 16 Career Clusters, along with
a brief description of the kind of work people

do in each. Put a v/ by any Career Cluster you
might be interested in.

[]
L]
[]
[]
[
|
L]
[]

Agriculture, Food, & Natural Resources:
farm, fish, and work to improve the environment

Architecture & Construction: design, build,
and maintain homes and structures

Arts, A/V Tech & Communication: design,
create, perform, and produce multimedia content

Business Management & Administration:
plan, oversee, and organize a business

Education & Training: teachin schools,
libraries, museums, and businesses

Finance: manage and work with money

Government & Public Administration:
make laws and provide public services

Health Science: work in the healthcare field
treating people and animals

]

English

If you enjoy doing any of
the following, then you might want
to consider a career in English.
» reading fiction and non-fiction
» keeping a journal
» writing in a blog

» doing crossword puzzles and playing
word games

» giving presentations or speeches

» writing essays, poetry, or short stories
» doing research

» discussing and analyzing movies

Studying English in college will help develop
your critical thinking and communication skills,
Many top companies hire English majors
=pecifically for these skills.

Think_abpat afcareer in English if. . .
&, vou liketo read and write.
» you have strong communication skills.
> you enjoy working with people.

> you are creative and good with details.

For more information on careers &
by subject, watch this quick video!

VIDEDQ

Explore Careers in... Explore Careers in...

Math

[ . NN N N

If you enjoy daing any of
the following, then you might
want to consider a career in math.

= working on challenging math problems

= building or fixing things

= working with money

# doing math puzzles like sudoku

F coding or working with computers

= following sports statistics
Studying math can lead to a career as a mathe-
matician or statistician. Most people, however,
use their math and problem-solving skills to
succeed in careers that use math in conjunction
with other areas, such as science and medicine,

Having strong math skills is a trait that is desired
by many employers.

Think about a career in math if. ..
» you do well in advanced math courses.

> you enjoy solving problems, and like
mathematical challenges.

» you are good at analyzing facts and
figures.

For information on STEM careers,

watch this quick video!
VIDEQ




Explore Careers in... Explore Careers in... Explore Careers in...

Science

If you enjoy doing
any of the following, then you
might want to consider a career in science,
= figuring out how things work
= observing or caring for animals or people
» spending time outdoors in nature
» working with your hands
> learning about the human body
- observing the stars and planets

The sciences are divided into three main branches:

i Life science: the study of living organisms,
such as in biclogy, zoology, and anatomy

» Physical science: the study of events in the
natural world, such as in physics, chemistry,
and astronomy

i~ Earth science: the study of earth and its
atmosphere, such as in geology, geography,
and meteorology

Think about a career in science if. .,

» you do well in advanced science and
math courses.

» you enjoy workingAvith computers
and/or lab equipiment,

> you are goodiat solving problems.

For information on STEM careers,
watch this quick video!

Socidal —F
Studies | = Il

If you enjoy doing any of the following,
then you might want to consider a career in
a social studies-related field.

keeping up with current events
studying maps

visiting history museums
helping those less fortunate
discussing or debating ideas

watching or reading the news

Studying social studies helps us understand who
we are, Social studies courses look at how people
have lived and interacted in the past, and how we
live and interact today. Social studies provides a
solid background for a number of careers.

Consider.a career in social studies if...

*.you're interested in helping others.

» you have an interest in local, state, and
federal government.

» you spend time thinking about how to
make the world a better place.

[=las (=
For more information on careers C]
by subject, watch this quick video!

VIDEQ

If you enjoy daing any of the
fellowing, then you might want to consider
a career in the arts.

» singing or playing an instrument

» drawing and/or painting

» taking photographs

» going to art museums

» performing in front of an audience

» decorating a room or arranging objects

Careers in the arts can be divided into two main
categories: visual arts careers and performing
arts careers. If you feel that you have the talent
and you want to pursue a career in the arts, then
get the education or training you need, work
hard, and go after your dream!

Think about a career in the arts if. ..

» you like to work on craft projects and/or
create art.

» you play an instrument well or have a
good singing voice.

> you enjoy speaking or performing in front
of others and/or working on set design.

For more information on careers

by subject, watch this quick video!
VIDED




Explore Careers in...

Foreign
Language

If you enjoy doing any of the
following, then you might want to consider
a foreign language career.

» learning about different cultures

» meeting people from other countries

» keeping up with world affairs

» learning a new language

» traveling and having new adventures
While knowing a second language can be a great
asset in any career, speaking a foreign language
and having understanding of other cultures is a

tremendous advantage in the competitive 21st
century job marketplace,

Think about a career in foreign
language if. . .

» you learn and retain other languages easily,

» you are interested in workingrinmaserviece
industry.

» you enjoy learning alfout afid immersing
yourself in other ghltures.

For more information on c}l’ﬁ
by subject, watch this quick vid

STEM Facts and Info

Are you good at solving problems? Do you
like learning how things work, and about why
things happen? If so, a science career might be
a good choice for you,

Life science is the study of all living things.
Here are a few popular lite science fields, along
with their focus.

» Biology: The study of living crganisms
= Botany: The study of plants

» Ecology: The study of how living organisms
interact with their surroundings and each other

» Pharmacology: The study of how drugs work

» Zoology: The study of animals

/ Physical Sciences

Physical science is the study of non-living systems.
Here are a few popular physical science fields.

» Astronomy: The study of the universe beyond
Earth

» Chemistry: The study of the properties, compo-
sition, and structure of matter

» Geology: The study of the earth's properties and
the processes that shape them

» Meteorology: The study of atmospheric science,
with a focus on weather forecasting

» Physics: The study of matter and how it moves
through space and time

'Technology

STEM Facts and Info

Do you like learning how things work? Do you
have good computer skills? Do you enjoy building
things, and taking things apart? If so, a technology
career might be a good choice for you.

What is Technology?

While the technology aspect of STEM is often not as
clearly defined as science, engineering, and math,
experts generally agree that technology refers to the
use and development of the tools used by people
working in science, mathematics, and engineering.

If you're interested in technology, here are a few
career fields for you to consider.

» Computer proagramming: Designing and build-
ing computer programs.

» Computer Aided Design (CAD) and 3D printing:
Using computers to create real world objects.

» Mobile technology: Any technology used
by portable communication devices, such as
cell phones.

» Machine learning: A branch of artificial intelli-
gence focused on building machines that can
learn and adapt, similar to humans.

» Game development: Creating video games.

» Data analytics: Collecting, analyzing, and
extracting useful information from data.

» Internet of things: The technology involved in
anything that connects to the internet, such as
ear buds, fitness trackers, and smart thermostats,




Engineering
STEM Facts and Info

Do you enjoy building and creating things?
Do you like advanced math and science? Are you
good at solving puzzles? If so, a career in engineer-
ing might be a good choice for you.

What is Engineering?

Engineers use science, technology, and math to
solve all sorts of real-world problems.

Here is some basic information on what engineers
do in five of the most popular engineering fields.

» Chemical Engineers: Develop chemical
processes to convert raw materials inte useful
products (e.g., food, drugs, clothing).

» Civil Engineers: Design, build, and maintain
structures such as bridges, airports, tunnels,
dams, and railways.

+ Electrical Engineers: Design, develop, test, and
manufacture electrical and electronic devices,
equipment, and systems {E.g., computers,
electric motors, smartphones).

+ Industrial Engineers: Improve the efficiency
and effectiveness of operations in ways that
waste less time, money, and raw materials (e.g.,
improving how things are done in a hospital).

» Mechanical Engineers: Develop, test, and
maintain mechanical systems in fields such as
health care, transportation, and robotics—to
ensure that all systems funiction efficiently
and safely.

STEM Facts and Info

Do you like doing math problems? Are you
good at solving puzzles? Do you like the challenge
of advanced math? If so, a math-related career
field might be a good choice for you.

Pure Mathematics

Pure math is the study of mathematical concepts
and principles. Pure math is about achieving a deep-
er understanding and appreciation of mathematics.

Pure mathematics includes the study of algebra,
number theory, probability and statistics, geometry,
combinatorics, topology, and more.

__ Applied Mathematics .

Applied mathematics is more practical—it's using
miath concepts to solve real-world problems. Here
are some examples of fields that use applied math.

» Actuarial scierice: The use of math and statis-
tics to analyze financial risk.

= Computer science: The study of computers,
primarily software systems.

» Econginics: The study of how people and
societies use financial resources.

» Engineering: The use of math and science
to solve technical problems.

» Operations research: Using mathematical
analysis to make better business decisions.

» Statistics: The collection, analysis, and inter-
pretation of data.

Prepare for a Career

Four-Year Q

College

Why attend a 4-year college?

A four-year college education, or bachelor's degree,
can open doors and provide graduates with more
choices and opportunities in life, A four-year
college diploma provides students with more career
opportunities, greater earning potential, and the
pride that comes with earning a college degree.

How do | prepare for 4-year college?

Take college prep courses
Most colleges recommend that students take the
following college prep courses in high school:

4 years of English

3-4 years of math (including Alg I, Geom, & Alg 1)

3 years of social studies

3 years of science

2-3 years of the same foreign language

1 year of fine or performing arts
Students who haven't taken several of the above
courses may want to start at a community college or
at a college’s branch campus, where the admissions
requirements are less competitive.

Get involved
Colleges are looking for students who are involved
in meaningful activities. Look for ways to develop
your interests and talents—and get
invalved in your school and community.

For the differences between high school
and college, watch this quick video.




Prepare for a Career

Two-Year
College

Why attend a 2-year college?

Two-year colleges are an increasingly popular college
choice. They provide affordable, career-oriented
programs that enable students to begin their careers
after two years of college or less.

» Two-year colleges offer programs in high-growth
career fields such as healthcare, computer
science, and business,

» Going to a two-year college can be an excellent
choice for students who have specific career
goals.

# Students who want a bachelor's degree can
start at a two-year college and then transfer to
a four-year college.

What is a 2-year college like?

They are affordable and classes are small
B It generally costs much less to attend a two-year
college than a four-year college.

¥ Two-year colleges keep their classes small, and
hire instructors who have worked in a related
career field. The law enforcement instructor, for
example, might be a retired police officer.

They offer activities and services

While community colleges generally do not have
dorms, most have a variety of athletic programs,
clubs, and social activities, as well as support services
such as counseling, career placerment, and tutoring.

Prepare for a Career

L)

Career or
Trade School

Why attend a career or trade schodi?

Students today can prepare for many high growth
careers by going to a career or trade school.

» Career and trade schools focus on teaching
students the skills they need for a specific career.

» If you know what career you want to pursue,
going to a career or trade schoo! might be the
right choice for you.

What is axcareer/trade\school like?

Training is available in a variety of careers
Career and trade schools offer training for a large
number of careers. Many of the most popular
programs are in healthcare, business, computer
science, and hospitality.

Studenits receive hands-on instruction
Students spend the majority of their class time in
job-related settings where they receive hands-on
tiaining from experienced instructors. The student-
teacher ratio is low, and students generally receive a
great deal of individual attention.

Programs vary in length

While some programs take one or two years to
complete, others can be completed in
a matter of weeks.

2-year colleges offer many of the

same programs. For information
on 2-year colleges, watch this quick video!

Preparée for a Career ﬁ

Apprenticeship

What is an apprenticeship?

Apprenticeship programs are an excellent way to
learn a skilled trade.

» Apprenticeships are available in over 1,000
occupations. While they are available in a number
of career fields, the majority of programs are in
construction and manufacturing.

» Apprentices start off earning approximately half
of what experienced workers earn. As their skills
improve, their wages increase.

Qualifications

» Most programs require that an applicant be
18 years old and a high school graduate.

» Some programs require that applicants take an
aptitude test; others require a physical exam.

» Applicants who have had experience, training,
or a related job generally have an advantage.

How does an apprenticeship work?

Apprentices learn their trade through a combination
of on-the-job training and classroom instruction.

On-the-job training

» Apprentices start by doing simple tasks under
the guidance and supervision of a journey worker.
Apprentices are given mare difficult work to do
as their skills and knowledge increase.

» Apprentices must have at least 2,000 hours of
structured, supervised work experience.

» While apprenticeship programs can last anywhere
fram one to six years, most apprenticeships are
four-year training programs.




Prepare for a Career

Military

The United States military is the country’s largest
employer. Here are some benefits of enlisting:

» The military offers training in over 2,000 jobs,
maost of which have civilian counterparts.

= Most enlistees beqgin at pay grade E-1 and receive
about $1,680 a month. Pay increases steadily with
rank and years of service,

» Enlistees get free housing and free medical care.

» Under the Montgomery Gl Bill, enlistees who
contribute to a college fund can receive 550,000+
for college.

What are some of the options?

Enlistees generally sign up for four years of active
duty. These are the military's main branches:

Army

Founded in 1775, the Army is the oldest and largest
branch of the armed services. The Army is primarily
responsible for land-based military operations.

Navy

The Nawy's mission is to maintain, train, and equip
combat-ready naval forces, and to protect and
defend our right to move freely on the oceans. The
US Navwy is the largest navy in the world,

Air Force

The Air Force became a separate military service in
1947. It includes aviation forces for both service and
combat. Air Force troops are organized, trained, and
equipped for offensive and defensive air operations.






