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2021 Flora & Fauna Red Wine, North Coast

Vineyard
Flora and Fauna loosely means the collection of plant and animal life of a certain epoch. In 
my version, it is the collection of varietals from the cellar that make up the blend for the year. 
The 2021 is based in Barbera that is blended with Dolcetto, Freisa, Nebbiolo, and Grignolino 
to achieve the balance desired from this Piedmontese inspired blend. The fruit comes from 
Fox Hill Vineyard, Lost Hills Ranch, and our new (yet to be named) site in Russian River Valley. 
Fox Hill lends depth, Lost Hills balances with vibrancy and bright aromatics, and the Russian 
River site gives a core of fresh fruit and spice. In the end, Mendocino is on display with high 
ƊȁƮ�ǶȌɩ�ɈȌȁƵȺ�ƊȁƮ�Ɗ�ɨƵȲɯ�ȯǶƵƊȺƊȁɈ�ȲɐȺɈǞƧǞɈɯ�ɩǘǞǶƵ�ªɐȺȺǞƊȁ�ªǞɨƵȲ�ßƊǶǶƵɯ�̨ ǶǶȺ�Ǟȁ�ɈǘƵ�ǐƊȯȺ�ɈȌ�ǿƊǲƵ�
the wine cohesive. 

Vintage
2021 was a year that had us worried with drought and low yields, yet that is often the recipe 
for amazing fruit. We were lucky to have done a lot of work in the last few years to train our 
vines to less water while also increasing organic matter in the soils, which transaltes to higher 
water holding capacity. In other words, we cruised right on through these tough growing 
conditions and were able to see amazing fruit across the board.

Winemaking
All of these varieties have structure and at the same time a joyous side. The focus in fermen-
tation was to build enough structure for a very versatile food wine but also to emphasize the 
exuberant and delicious elements of each grape. To do this, the wines were left largely whole 
cluster and all fermentations started with carbonic maceration. That being said, none of 
them were pushed to be fully carbonic wines. Instead, the initial lift in aromatics and push on 
frothy fresh fruits was achieved, and then I fully treaded the wines to allow fermentation to 
ȺɩǞɈƧǘ� ɈȌ�Ɗ�ǿȌȲƵ�ȺɈƊȁƮƊȲƮ�˜Ȍɩخ�ÀǘǞȺ�ǐƊɨƵ�Ɗ�ƦƊƧǲƦȌȁƵ�ƊȁƮ�ȺƊɨȌȲɯ�ȱɐƊǶǞɈǞƵȺ� ɈȌ�ƊƧɈ�ƊȺ�ƦƊȺȺ�
notes to the carbonic high tones. All of the wines were pressed a touch early to ensure that 
the tannic structure was appropriate for a shorter time in barrel, just four months in neutral 
oak.

Wine
Xȁ�XɈƊǶɯة�ɈǘƵ�ǘȌɐȺƵ�ɩǞȁƵ�ǞȺ�ȌǏɈƵȁ�ǶǞǐǘɈة�ǏȲƵȺǘة�ƊȁƮ�˛ȲǿǶɯ�ȺɈȲɐƧɈɐȲƵƮ�ȺȌ�ƊȺ�ɈȌ�ȯƊǞȲ�ƦƵƊɐɈǞǏɐǶǶɯ�ȁƵɮɈ�
to a wide range of foods, and that is the inspiration for this blend. The 2021 is both deep and 
savory while also being light and fresh. Dark cherry, iron and sanguine notes, warm spices, 
dried herbs, violets, and graphite are highlights of the aromas. The mouth feel is a joyful 
ǞȁɈƵȲȯǶƊɯ�ȌǏ�ƦȲǞǐǘɈȁƵȺȺ�ɩǞɈǘ�ƧǘƵɩɯ�ƦƊȺȺ�ȁȌɈƵȺ�ƦƵǏȌȲƵ�ɈǘƵ�ȺƵȲǞȌɐȺȁƵȺȺ�ǲǞƧǲȺ�Ǟȁ�ɩǞɈǘ�Ɗ�˛Ȳǿ�ƊƧǞƮ�
ƊȁƮ�ɈƊȁȁǞȁ�ƦƊǶƊȁƧƵ�Ȍȁ�ɈǘƵ�˛ȁǞȺǘخ
 
12.9% alc by vol.
    


