
EFFECTIVE CANDLEPOWER (ECP)
VS.

PEAK CANDLEPOWER
The National Bureau of Standards and the IES (Illuminating Engineering Society) use
Candela Effective or Effective Candlepower (ECP) in specifying intensities of a flashing light
source. This rating is the most meaningful when it becomes necessary to predict the visible
range of flashing warning lights versus steady burning light sources.

Peak Candela or Peak Candlepower is defined as the maximum light intensity generated by
a flashing light during its light pulse. This is NOT a measurement of visible light, and
therefore indicates nothing about how bright the light appears to the human eye.
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