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AGONY 
MARK BEYER 
Introduction by Colson Whitehead

“ Mark Beyer’s are some of my favorite comics of all time, and surely the most perfectly 
 realized vision of urban despair ever to hit the comic page. A must for any fan of 
 bleakness and misery.” —Daniel Clowes 

“ Gorgeously madcap and brutally inspiring.” —Kirkus Reviews

“ Exquisite poems of urban despair, dreamy and nightmarish.” —Chip Kidd

Mark Beyer’s inimitable self-taught style—mixing off-kilter imagery and boldly geometric compositions
—has been featured in Art Spiegelman’s RAW and on MTV’s Liquid Television, but Agony is its most 
essential expression. Originally published in 1987, this East Village Candide is an eccentric, grimly 
hilarious delight. 

Amy and Jordan are just like us: hoping for the best, even when things go from bad to worse. They 
are devoured by fish, beheaded by ghosts, menaced by bears, and hunted by the cops, but still they 
struggle on, bickering and reconciling, scraping together the rent and trying to find a decent movie. The 
perfect solace for anxious modern minds, courtesy of one of the great innovators of American comics. 

Now if only Amy’s skin would grow back. . .

MARK BEYER is a self-taught artist who began making comics in 1975. Amy and Jordan, the stars 
of his graphic novel Agony, were also featured in a newspaper strip that ran from 1988 to 1996 and 
was collected in Amy and Jordan (2004). 

COLSON WHITEHEAD is the author of five novels, including Zone One, Sag Harbor, and The Intuitionist,
and one work of nonfiction, The Noble Hustle.
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PEPLUM 
BLUTCH 
Translated from the French by 
Edward Gauvin 

“Blutch is a master. No other cartoonist renders with such casual virtuosity. It’s long 
 overdue for his books to be translated into English.” —Craig Thompson 

The man known as Blutch is one of the giants of contemporary comics, and Peplum may be his 
masterpiece: a grand, strange dream of ancient Rome. At the edge of the empire, a gang of bandits 
discovers the body of a beautiful woman in a cave; she is encased in ice but may still be alive. One 
of the bandits, bearing a stolen name and with the frozen maiden in tow, makes his way toward 
Rome—seeking power, love, or maybe just survival, as the world unravels. 

Thrilling and hallucinatory, vast in scope yet unnervingly intimate, Peplum weaves together threads 
from Shakespeare and The Satyricon along with Blutch’s own distinctive vision. His hypnotic story-
telling and stark, gorgeous art pull us into one of the great works of graphic literature, translated into 
English for the first time. 

BLUTCH is an award-winning, highly influential French cartoonist. Since his 1988 comic debut in the 
legendary avant-garde magazine Fluide Glacial, he has published almost two dozen books, including 
Mitchum, Le Petit Christian, and So Long, Silver Screen, his only previous book to be published in English. 

EDWARD GAUVIN has translated more than 150 graphic novels and is 
a two-time winner of the John Dryden Translation Competition. 
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ALMOST COMPLETELY 
BAXTER 
NEW AND SELECTED 
BLURTINGS  
GLEN BAXTER

“ Mr. Baxter betrays all the ominous symptoms of genius.” —Edward Gorey 

“ A kind of mad cross between Magritte, S.J. Perelman, and pulp fiction.” 
 —The New York Times

“ Many people have tried to imitate Baxter. . . few have come close to succeeding.” 
 —Salman Rushdie 

Over four decades and a multitude of books, “Colonel” Glen Baxter has built a world and a language 
all his own—slightly familiar, decidedly abnormal, irresistibly funny. Have you felt the terror of a failed 
Szechuan dinner? Have you seen what happens at precisely 6:15? Do you know where the beards 
are stored? Either way, this is the book for you. 

Celebrated by everyone from John Cleese to Ed Ruscha, Baxter’s drawings are a delicious stew of 
pulp adventures, highbrow hijinks, and outright absurdity: brave men tremble before moussaka, 
schoolgirls hoard hashish, and the world’s fruits are in constant peril. Wimples abound. 

This new selection of Baxter’s work brings together highlights from the full sweep of his long career, 
and is sure to enchant both confirmed Baxterians and those in dire need of an introduction. 

GLEN BAXTER’s many books include The Impending Gleam, The Billiard Table Murders, and Blizzards 
of Tweed. He is a Chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters, and his art is often exhibited in New 
York, Amsterdam, Paris, and London, where “Colonel” Baxter lives.
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SOFT CITY 
HARITON PUSHWAGNER
Introduction by Chris Ware
Afterword by Martin Herbert

“ Pushwagner’s Magnum Opus. . . is as feverish as a nightmare acid trip.” —The Guardian

“Its rediscovery and rescue. . . confirm how timely and timeless Soft City was, and still is. 
 Prepare to be astonished.” 
 —Paul Gravett, author of 1001 Comics You Must Read Before You Die

“GOOD MORNING EVERYBODY. . . ” So dawns a new day in Soft City, where pill-stuffed citizens sit in 
traffic, march off to work at Soft Inc., zone out in front of the TV news, and shop, shop, shop.

The only graphic novel by the legendary Norwegian pop artist Hariton Pushwagner—completed in 
1975, lost for decades, and never before published in the United States—is a scathing masterpiece 
in the tradition of Brazil and A Brave New World but with an off-kilter beauty all its own. Pushwagner 
gives us an epic, exuberantly intricate vision of a single day in a world gone wrong: a brightly smiling, 
disturbingly familiar dystopia of towering skyscrapers, omnipresent surveillance, and endless, distant 
war. Every face looks like the next, and language itself has gone soft: “CLEAN BOMB THE HAPPY 
WAY,” blares the morning paper; “Heil Hilton!” barks an overlord on the news. Welcome to Soft City. 
Now don’t be late for work.

HARITON PUSHWAGNER (Terje Brofos) studied at the School of Arts and Crafts and the Statens 
Kunstakademi in Oslo. His work has been displayed in galleries all over the world, including New York,
Sydney, Paris, and London.

CHRIS WARE is the author of, among other books, Jimmy Corrigan: The Smartest Kid on Earth and 
Building Stories.

MARTIN HERBERT is associate editor of ArtReview and a regular contributor to Artforum, frieze, and 
Art Monthly. His monograph Mark Wallinger was published in 2011.
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WHAT AM I DOING HERE? 
ABNER DEAN
Preface by Clifton Fadiman

“A real mind-bender.” —Scott McCloud

“Beautifully drawn, thought-provoking works of art . . . For Dean, the combination of image 
 and text could stimulate a wide range of intellectual and emotional responses: delight, 
 frustration, provocation, bewilderment, sadness, or illumination.” —The Comics Journal

What Am I Doing Here? is a startling masterwork by one of the forgotten innovators of American comics.

In 1945, after more than a decade as a commercial illustrator—drawing advertisements and car-
toons for Life, Time, Esquire, Newsweek, and many others—Abner Dean invented a genre all his own: 
One might call it the Existential Gag Cartoon. He used the elegant draftsmanship and single-panel 
format of the standard cartoons of the day, but turned them into more than just one-off jokes. With 
an inimitable mixture of wit, earnestness, and enigmatic surrealism, Dean uses this most ephemeral 
of forms to explore the deepest mysteries of human existence. 

What Am I Doing Here? depicts a world at once alien and familiar, in which everyone is naked but act
like they’re clothed—a world of club-wielding commuters and byzantine inventions, secret fears and
perverse satisfactions. Through it all strolls (or crawls, or floats, or stumbles) Dean’s unclad Everyman,
searching for love, happiness, and the answers to life’s biggest questions.

ABNER DEAN (1910–1982) was born in New York City. During a long career as a commercial illustrator,
Dean published seven collections of cartooning work, including It’s a Long Way to Heaven, Come As
You Are, and Cave Drawings of the Future. In later years, Dean worked on Broadway shows, and 
acquired two patents, one for a multilevel folding table. 

CLIFTON FADIMAN (1904–1999) was an editor at both Simon and Schuster and The New Yorker. He
wrote and compiled numerous books, and received the National Book Foundation Medal for Distinguished
Contribution to American Letters in 1993.
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PRETENDING IS LYING 
DOMINIQUE GOBLET
Translated from the French by Sophie Yanow

“Dominique Goblet spent twelve years putting parts of her life to rest—explicit snippets 
 and fragments that condense her entire childhood and sketch a tender portrait of 
 the adult she is today. . . Goblet hides nothing. And she forgives, weaving together, in 
 gray and black and on yellowing paper, with strokes of her brush, a shocking kind of 
 autobiography.” —L’Express

“One of the most beautiful and successful books to be published by L’Association.” —du9

Pretending Is Lying is a memoir unlike any other. The first book to appear in English by the acclaimed 
Belgian artist Dominique Goblet, it is at once an intimate account of love and familial dysfunction and 
an audacious experiment in graphic storytelling. In a series of dazzling fragments—skipping through 
time, and from raw, slashing color to delicate black and white—Goblet examines the most important 
relationships in her life: with her partner, Guy-Marc; with her daughter, Nikita; with her alcoholic, 
well-meaning father; and with her abusive mother.

More than a decade in the making, the result is an unnerving comedy of paternal dysfunction, an 
achingly ambivalent love story (with asides on Thomas Pynchon and the Beach Boys), and a searing 
account of childhood trauma—a dizzying, unforgettable view of a life in progress and a tour de force 
of the art of comics.

DOMINIQUE GOBLET was born in 1967 in Brussels, Belgium, and studied illustration at St. Luke’s 
Institute. Her first book, released in 1997, was Portraits crèches and her most recent books, Les 
Hommes-Loups and Plus si entente, have been released by Fremok. New York Review Comics’ 
release of Pretending Is Lying will be the first time her work has been translated into English.

SOPHIE YANOW is a cartoonist and translator. She is the author of War of Streets and Houses and 
was a fellow at the Center for Cartoon Studies in White River Junction, Vermont.
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POEM STRIP 
DINO BUZZATI
Translated from the Italian by Marina Harss

“I think I stumbled upon this on late-night TV when I was a kid: Donovan, playing himself, 
 wandering through a neo-Caligari lava-lamp world of writhing Barbara Steeles and Sophia 
 Lorens in search of love and justice and groove. I’m happy to see it’s on again.” 
 —Daniel Handler

There’s a certain street—via Saterna—in the middle of Milan that just doesn’t show up on maps of 
the city. Orfi, a wildly successful young singer, lives there, and it’s there that one night he sees his 
gorgeous girlfriend Eura disappear, “like a spirit,” through a little door in the high wall that surrounds 
a mysterious mansion across the way. Where has Eura gone? Orfi will have to venture with his guitar 
across the borders of life and death to find out. 

Featuring the Ashen Princess, the Line Inspector, trainloads of Devils, Trudy, Valentina, and the Talking
Jacket, Poem Strip—a pathbreaking graphic novel from the 1960s—is a dark and alluring investiga-
tion into mysteries of love, lust, sex, and death by Dino Buzzati, a master of the Italian avant-garde.

DINO BUZZATI (1906-1972) was a painter, playwright, poet, novelist, short-story writer, opera librettist,
mountaineer, and science-fiction writer. From the age of twenty-two until his death, he worked as a 
journalist with the Italian newspaper Corriere della Sera.

MARINA HARSS is a translator and dance writer living in 
New York City. Her translations include Mariolina Venezia’s
Been Here a Thousand Years, Alberto Moravia’s Conjugal 
Love, and Pier Paolo Pasolini’s Stories from the City of God.
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A new series from New York Review Books

Comics has been one of our liveliest art forms for over a century, but many of its greatest 
works are no longer available, or were never translated. In the tradition of NYRB Classics, 
New York Review Comics will present new editions of out-of-print masterpieces and new 
translations of books that have never before appeared in English. 

NYRC will publish comics of all sorts, from intimate memoirs to absurdist gags, lyrical graphic
novels to dizzying experiments—united in their affirmation of the strange and wonderful 
things that only comics can do. 

NEW YORK REVIEW COMICS


