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“Out of My Head is pleasurably nutty, self-regarding and at times quite hilarious.”
—Ian Thomson, Evening Standard

Hardly a day goes by without some discussion about whether computers can be 
conscious, whether our universe is some kind of simulation, whether the mind is a 
unique quality of human beings or is spread out across the universe like butter on 
bread. Most philosophers believe that our experience is locked inside our skulls, 
an unreliable representation of a quite different reality outside. Color, smell, and 
sound, they tell us, occur only in our heads. Yet when neuroscientists look inside 
our brains to see what’s going on, they find only billions of neurons exchanging 
electrical impulses and releasing chemical substances.

Five years ago, in a chance conversation, Tim Parks came across a radical new theory
of consciousness that undercut this interpretation. It set him off on a quest to discover
more about this fascinating topic and also led him to observe his own experience 
with immense attention.

Out of My Head tells the gripping, highly personal, often surprisingly funny story 
of Parks’s quest to discover more about this fascinating topic. It frames complex 
metaphysical considerations and technical laboratory experiments in terms we can 
all understand. Above all, it invites us to see space, time, color, smell, sounds, and 
sensations in an entirely new way. The world will feel more real after reading it.

Tim Parks has written seventeen novels, including Europa, which was short-listed for 
the Man Booker Prize, and most recently, Painting Death. He is the author of several 
works of nonfiction, including Italian Neighbors and Where I'm Reading From (from 
New York Review Books). Parks has also translated the works of Alberto Moravia, 
Giacomo Leopardi, and Niccolò Machiavelli, among others, and is a contributor 
to The New York Review of Books and the London Review of Books. He lives in Italy.

OUT OF MY HEAD 
ON THE TRAIL OF 
CONSCIOUSNESS
TIM PARKS

New York Review Books • Memoir / Philosophy / Science • Paperback • 320 pages • 5¾ x 8½
978-1-68137-397-3 • $18.95 US / $24.95 CAN / No UK Rights 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-398-0 
On sale: October 22, 20194 5

WILDING 
RETURNING NATURE TO 
A FARM
ISABELLA TREE

New York Review Books • Nature / Memoir • Paperback • 384 pages • 5¾ x 8½ 
Color Photographs • 978-1-68137-371-3 • $19.95 US / No Canadian or UK Rights 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-372-0 
On sale: September 17, 2019

“In a story that is part personal memoir, part work of conservation, Tree reveals 
the capacity of the wild to reclaim the land—as long as humans step out of the 
way.” —Smithsonian, Ten Best Science Books of the Year

For many years Isabella Tree and Charlie Burrell struggled to make a go as farmers. 
By 2000, facing bankruptcy, the couple decided they would try something new. 
They would hand their 3,500 acres, farmed for centuries, even millennia, back to 
nature. They would let it go wild.

This was no simple matter. What form did the land have before it took on the one 
that human beings gave it? The answer to that question was controversial and required 
research. The land had once been open to hosts of animals now killed off or made 
extinct. These animals had been crucial actors in the landscape and its ecology; how 
were they to be reintroduced? And finally there were the neighbors, often appalled at the 
sight of once tidy fields now running riot with what they considered dangerous weeds.

The experiment, however, was a success. With minimal human intervention, and 
with herds of free-roaming animals stimulating new habitats, Knepp is now full of 
new life. Rare species such as turtledoves, peregrine falcons, and purple emperor 
butterflies breed there. The fabled English nightingale sings again.

The Knepp project has become a leading light for conservation in the United Kingdom. 
The story of rewilding Knepp points the way to a richer future—a countryside that 
benefits farming, nature, and us. Published to great acclaim in the UK and now 
available in the US for the first time, Wilding is an inspiring story of hope.

Isabella Tree is an award-winning author and travel writer, and the manager of the 
Knepp Wildland Project, along with her husband, Charlie Burrell. Tree is the author 
of several books, including The Living Goddess and The Bird Man. She lives in England.
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A FUTURE FOR ISRAEL 
BEYOND THE TWO-STATE 
SOLUTION
OMRI BOEHM

New York Review Books • Politics / Current Affairs • Paperback • 136 pages • 5¾ x 8½ 
978-1-68137-393-5 • $14.95 US / $19.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-394-2 
On sale: November 5, 2019

A Future for Israel is a wake-up call to liberal Zionists. In the last two decades, Israeli 
politics have been changing rapidly, but Zionist thinking on the left is lagging dan-
gerously behind. Given the demise of a viable two-state solution, the struggle for 
a worthwhile political future in Israel depends not on establishing borders but on 
securing human and citizen rights. Denying this is by now akin to denying global 
warming and will lead to a catastrophe. Seventy years after the establishment of 
Israel, as Palestinians are again verging on becoming the majority within Israel’s 
borders, the left has disappeared, the right is cooperating with Judeo-fascist parties, 
and Israeli leaders can be heard flirting with ideas about ethnic cleansing. Ignoring 
reality will invite scenarios worse than apartheid.

A Future for Israel makes the case for reclaiming the vital center from Zionist chau-
vinism on the right and anti-Zionism on the left by articulating an alternative to 
two-state politics from within a liberal Zionist perspective. Omri Boehm argues that 
Israeli patriots must now challenge Zionist taboos as we have come to know them 
and dare to imagine the country’s transformation from a Jewish state into a federal, 
binational republic.

Omri Boehm is an associate professor of philosophy at the New School for Social 
Research in New York City. He is the author of The Binding of Isaac: A Religious 
Model of Disobedience and Kant’s Critique of Spinoza. His writings on Israeli politics 
and culture have appeared in Die Zeit, The New York Times, Haaretz, and elsewhere.

“Our most irresistible literary critic” —The New York Times Book Review

This collection of essays exemplifies the range, depth, and erudition that have made 
Daniel Mendelsohn “required reading for anyone interested in dissecting culture” 
(The Daily Beast). Here Mendelsohn once again casts an eye at literature, film, televi-
sion, and the personal essay, filtering his insights through his training as a scholar of 
classical antiquity in surprising and illuminating ways.

Many of these essays examine how we continue to look to the Greeks and Romans 
as models: some argue for the surprising modernity of canonical works (Bacchae, 
the Aeneid ), while others detect a “Greek DNA” in our responses to the Boston 
Marathon bombings and the assassination of JFK. Modern topics are treated, 
too, from the “aesthetics of victimhood” in Hanya Yanagihara’s A Little Life to the 
novels of Karl Ove Knausgaard, and from Game of Thrones to recent films about 
artificial intelligence—a subject, Mendelsohn reminds us, that was already of inter-
est to Homer.

The collection also brings together for the first time a number of Mendelsohn’s 
personal essays, including his “critic’s manifesto” and a touching memoir of his 
boyhood correspondence with the historical novelist Mary Renault.

Daniel Mendelsohn teaches at Bard and is Editor-at-Large at The New York Review 
of Books. His books include An Odyssey: A Father, a Son, and an Epic (2017); The 
Lost: A Search for Six of Six Million (2006); How Beautiful It Is and How Easily It 
Can Be Broken: Essays (2008), and, from New York Review Books, Waiting for the 
Barbarians: Essays from the Classics to Pop Culture (2012).

ECSTASY AND TERROR 
FROM THE GREEKS TO 
GAME OF THRONES
DANIEL MENDELSOHN

New York Review Books • Essays / Criticism • Paperback • 384 pages • 5¾ x 8½ 
978-1-68137-405-5 • $18.95 US / $24.95 CAN / No UK Rights 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-409-3 
On sale: October 8, 2019
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FRAGMENTS OF AN 
INFINITE MEMORY
MAËL RENOUARD
A new translation from the French by 
Peter Behrman de Sinety

New York Review Books • Memoir / Philosophy • Paperback • 280 pages • 5¾ x 8½ 
978-1-68137-280-8 • $17.95 US / $23.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-281-5 
On sale: December 10, 2019

“Maël Renouard makes an adventure of the mind, meditates on traces and for-
getfulness, notices the progressive annexation of our interiority to this external 
and infinite memory that is the ’Net. He thus opens new ways of thinking: free to 
the explorers of this ‘intimate extension of the mind’ to borrow them.”
—Philosophie Magazine

“One day, as I was daydreaming on the boulevard Beaumarchais, I had the idea—it 
came and went in a flash, almost in spite of myself—of doing a Google search to find 
out what I had been up to and where I had been the previous evening, since my own 
recollections were confused.” So begins Maël Renouard’s Fragments of an Infinite 
Memory, a provocative and elegant inquiry into life in a wireless world. Renouard 
is old enough to remember life before the Internet but young enough to have fully 
accommodated his life to the Internet and the gadgets that support it. Here this 
young philosopher, novelist, and translator tests a series of conjectures on how human 
experience, especially the sense of self, is being changed by our continual engagement 
with a memory that is impersonal and effectively boundless. Renouard has written a 
book that is rigorously impressionistic, deeply informed historically and culturally, 
but also playful, ironic, personal, and formally adventurous, a book that stands with 
comparison with the best of Roland Barthes and Jean Baudrillard.

Maël Renouard is a French writer and translator. He was born in Paris and attended 
the École Normale Supérieure, where he would later teach philosophy. He served 
as the technical adviser for speeches in the cabinet of François Fillon from 2009 to 
2012. Renouard has translated works by Nietzsche, Joseph Conrad, and Arthur 
Schnitzler, among others, and between 2004 and 2010 was a regular contributor to 
the magazine Trafic. In 2014 he was made a Chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters. 

Peter Behrman de Sinety was born in Maine and teaches at the École Normale 
Supérieure in Paris.

“This smart, witty novel by an undeservedly under-known writer embraces love, loss
and a man’s obsession with his dead lover.”
—The Sunday Times (UK), 100 Best Books to Read This Summer

David has just spent New Year’s Eve alone, watching Le Grand Concert de la Nuit, 
a film in which his former lover Imogen starred. In the early hours of the new year, 
consoled and tormented by her ethereal presence, he begins to write. What follows 
is a brilliantly various journal, chronicling a year in the life of a thinking man. 
David works as a curator at the ailing Sanderson-Perceval Museum in southern 
England, whose small collection of porcelain, musical instruments, crystals, velvet 
mushrooms, and glass jellyfish is as eccentric and idiosyncratic as the long-dead 
collectors’ tastes. David himself is a connoisseur of the derelict and nonutilitarian, 
of objects removed from the flow of time. Refusing the imposed order of a straight-
forward chronology, his journal moves fluidly back and forth in time, filled with 
fragments of life remembered, imagined, and recorded, from memories of his past 
life with Imogen or with his ex-wife, Samantha, to reflections on the lives and 
relics of female saints or the history of medicine. There are quotations from Seneca,
Meister Eckhart, and the Goncourt brothers mixed in with the equally compel-
ling imagined words of fictional film directors, actors, and, always, the fascinating
Imogen, who is alive now only “in the perpetual present of the sentence.” In The 
Great Concert of the Night, Jonathan Buckley expertly interweaves sexual despair, 
cultural critique, the plot lines of one man’s quietly brilliant life, and the problems 
and paradoxes of writing, especially writing about and to the dead.

Jonathan Buckley is the author of the novels Ghost MacIndoe, So He Takes the Dog, 
Nostalgia, and several others. He was the 2015 winner of the BBC National Short 
Story Award. He lives in Hove, England.

THE GREAT CONCERT OF 
THE NIGHT
JONATHAN BUCKLEY

New York Review Books • Fiction • Paperback • 304 pages • 5¾ x 8½ 
978-1-68137-395-9 • $15.95 US / $21.95 CAN / No UK Rights 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-396-6 
On sale: January 14, 2020

credit: Mary McGouran
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HEAVEN’S BREATH 
A NATURAL HISTORY OF 
THE WIND
LYALL WATSON

NYRB Classics • Nature / Science • Paperback • 400 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-369-0 • $18.95 US / $24.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-370-6 
On sale: August 6, 2019

“Collectors of curious bits of information and odd statistics will find Heaven’s 
Breath a gold mine. . . .  Mr. Watson discusses the wind’s role in geology, plant 
and animal evolution, cultural history, trade, health, mythology, art, literature and 
language.” —Patricia T. O’Conner, The New York Times

Heaven’s Breath, the first history of the wind, looks at this ubiquitous and invisible 
entity from the point of view of geography, biology, physics, sociology, physiology,
psychology, history, and philosophy. Lyall Watson shows how wind forms the 
world and maintains its life, functioning as the circulatory and nervous systems 
of the planet, sharing our energy and information, distributing warmth, bringing
rain, enriching or stripping away soil, air-conditioning the globe. Wind also disperses
plants, animals, and human communities, shaping history: trade winds have 
influenced human migrations and shaped imperial destinies; wind affected the 
outcome of wars between the Greeks and Persians, the Mongols and Japanese; 
wind contributed to the destruction of the Spanish Armada. And wind works on 
our most intimate feelings: the foehn, mistral, sirocco, Santa Ana, and other “ill 
winds” of the world can lead to disease, suicide, and even murder.

Watson’s Heaven’s Breath is a book full of strange lore and new perspectives on his-
tory, nature, and humanity.

Lyall Watson (1939–2008) was the author of such well-known books as Supernature,
The Romeo Error, Gifts of Unknown Things, Lifetide, Lightning Bird, and Whales of 
the World. He was also a producer for BBC television, a zoo director, an expedition 
leader, and the Seychelles Commissioner on the International Whaling Commission.

“A small publisher that is a national treasure, responsible as they are for repub-
lishing or translating so many of the most astonishing books over the last two 
decades” —The New York Times

In Greek mythology, Ariadne gave Theseus a ball of red thread to guide him 
through the labyrinth, and the Red Thread offers a path through and a way to 
explore the ins and outs and twists and turns of the celebrated NYRB Classics 
series, now twenty years old. The NYRB Classics series is known for translating 
great books from throughout the ages and all over the world; for rediscovering 
neglected geniuses such as Eve Babitz, Sylvia Townsend Warner, and John Williams;
and for its wide-ranging eclecticism.

The series ranges across time and space and through multiple literary genres, from 
the novel and the short story to memoirs, diaries, essays personal and impersonal, 
works of history, philosophy, and criticism, poems and polemics and how-to books. 
This selection of stories, chapters, essays, poems, reflections, remembrances, and 
sundry other literary illuminations has been made by the founder and editor of the 
series, Edwin Frank, to suggest something of its unique range and encapsulate the 
idea that writing that is truly alive may turn up anywhere.

Edwin Frank is a poet and the editorial director of the NYRB Classics series.

THE RED THREAD 
20 YEARS OF NYRB CLASSICS, 
AN ANTHOLOGY
Edited and introduced by Edwin Frank

NYRB Classics • Anthology • Paperback • 376 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-391-1 • $19.95 US / $25.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-392-8 
On sale: September 3, 2019
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“A spellbinding piece of historical fiction—spare, luminous. . . .  One starts rereading
as soon as one has reached the last page.” —The Sunday Times 

Sylvia Townsend Warner wrote The Corner That Held Them, perhaps the most 
strikingly original of this unfailingly original novelist’s works, in the aftermath 
of the Second World War, and it is a historical novel like no other, one that 
immerses the reader in the dailiness of history (history as it goes on happening, 
unimportant history) rather than history as the given sequence of events that, with 
time, it comes to seem. Time ebbs and flows and characters come and go in this 
novel set in the England of the second half of the fourteenth century, the era of the 
Black Death, and tells of the life of Oby, a Benedictine convent, quite removed 
from the world and of no particular note. The nuns do their chores and seek to 
maintain and improve the fabric of their house and chapel and struggle with each 
other and with themselves. The book that emerges, in which background and 
foreground continually shift, is not only a picture of a world run by women but 
also a story—stirring, disturbing, witty, utterly entrancing—of what is perhaps the 
most defining but also unobserved of human units, a community. What is the life 
of a community and how does it support, or constrain, a real humanity? How do 
we live through it and it through us? These might be considered the deep questions 
that lie behind this rare triumph of the novelist’s art.

Sylvia Townsend Warner (1893–1978) was a poet, short-story writer, and novelist,
as well as an authority on early English music and a member of the Communist 
Party. Her first novel, Lolly Willowes (available from NYRB Classics), appeared 
in 1926 and was the first ever Book-of-the-Month Club selection. Over the course 
of her long career, Warner published six more novels, seven books of poetry, a 
translation of Proust, fourteen volumes of short stories, and a biography of T.H. 
White. NYRB also publishes her novels Mr. Fortune and Summer Will Show.

THE CORNER THAT 
HELD THEM
SYLVIA TOWNSEND WARNER

NYRB Classics • Fiction • Paperback • 432 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-387-4 • $16.95 US / No Canadian or UK Rights 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-388-1 
On sale: September 10, 2019

In the marshy, misty countryside of southwestern France, fourteen-year-old Galla 
rides her battered bicycle from the private Catholic high school she attends on 
scholarship to the rocky, barren farm where her family lives. It’s a journey she 
makes every two weeks, forty miles round trip, traveling between opposite poles of 
ambition and guilt, school and home. Galla’s loving, overwhelmed, incompetent 
mother doesn’t want her to go to school; she wants her to stay at home, where 
Galla can look after her neglected little sisters, defuse her father’s brutal rages, 
and help with the chores. What does this dutiful daughter owe her family, and what 
does she owe herself? In Inès Cagnati’s haunting, emotionally and visually powerful 
novel Free Day, which won France’s Prix Roger Nimier in 1973, Galla makes an 
extra journey on a frigid winter Saturday to surprise her mother. As she anticipates 
their reunion, stopping often to pry caked, gelid mud off her bicycle wheels, she 
mentally retraces the crooked path of her family’s past and the more recent map of 
her school life as a poor but proud student. Galla’s rich, dense interior monologue 
blends with the landscape around her, building a powerful portrait of a girl who 
yearns to liberate herself from the circumstances that confine her, without losing 
their ties to her heart.

Inès Cagnati (1937–2007) was a French novelist. From a family of Italian immi-
grants, she grew up in a rural region in southwest France where her parents were 
farmers. After studying literature, she passed the French national exam to become 
a teacher. Her childhood in a rural setting as well as her struggle to integrate into 
society strongly influenced her work. In one way or another, all four of her novels 
explore these themes. 

Liesl Schillinger is a literary critic, writer, and translator, and teaches journalism and 
criticism at the New School for Social Research in New York City, where she lives. 

FREE DAY
INÈS CAGNATI
A new translation from the French and 
with an introduction by Liesl Schillinger

An NYRB Classics Original

NYRB Classics • Fiction • Paperback • 214 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-358-4 • $14.95 US / $19.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-359-1 
On sale: August 27, 2019
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“Images and Shadows, written with all the lucidity and lightness of touch for 
which [Origo] was widely admired, is extremely enjoyable. It is an engrossing 
picture of an earlier age, clever, [and] full of acute literary asides. . . ”
—Caroline Moorehead, The Spectator

Images and Shadows, Iris Origo’s autobiographical account of her early life, is as 
extraordinarily perceptive and humane and as beautifully written as her celebrated 
memoir War in Val d’Orcia. Her father came from an old and moneyed American 
family, her mother was the daughter of an Irish peer, and Origo grew up moving 
between family estates in Long Island and Ireland while also traveling the world. 
Origo eventually found fulfillment in tending to the life of the desolate and defor-
ested country estate she and her Italian husband bought in Italy, which is where 
she also discovered her true calling as a writer. In Images and Shadows she paints 
portraits of her shy, loving father and her headstrong mother, describes beloved 
places, the books that formed her sensibility, and how she grew up and made her 
way in the world. She reflects on the pleasures and challenges of writing and evokes 
both the persistence and fragility of memory. Images and Shadows is an autobiography 
that is as thoughtful as it is profoundly touching.

Iris Origo (1902–1988) was the author of A Chill in the Air: An Italian War Diary, 
1939–1940 and War in Val d’Orcia: An Italian War Diary, 1943–1944 (both NYRB 
Classics); Leopardi: A Study in Solitude; and The Merchant of Prato, among others.

Katia Lysy has worked for Italian television RAI 3, in publishing, as a journalist and 
as a literary translator from English and French into Italian. She lives between Rome 
and Val d’Orcia, in southern Tuscany, where she assists her mother Benedetta, 
daughter of the writer Iris Origo, in the management and development of the family
estate of La Foce, whose historic gardens are visited by Iris Origo readers from all 
over the world.

IMAGES AND SHADOWS 
PART OF A LIFE
IRIS ORIGO
Afterword by Katia Lysy

NYRB Classics • Memoir • Paperback • 384 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-365-2 • $17.95 US / $23.95 CAN / No UK Rights 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-366-9 
On sale: October 15, 2019

LAST LETTERS: THE PRISON 
CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN 
FREYA AND HELMUTH JAMES 
VON MOLTKE, SEPTEMBER 
1944–JANUARY 1945
Edited by Helmuth Caspar von Moltke, Dorothea
von Moltke, and Johannes von Moltke

With an afterword by Rachel Seiffert

A new translation from the German by 
Shelley Frisch

An NYRB Classics Original

NYRB Classics • Letters / History • Paperback • 380 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-381-2 • $18.95 US / $24.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-382-9 
On sale: September 17, 2019

Tegel prison, Berlin, in the fall of 1944. Helmuth James von Moltke is awaiting 
trial for his leading role in the Kreisau Circle, one of the most important German 
resistance groups against the Nazis. By a near miracle, the prison chaplain at Tegel 
is Harald Poelchau, a friend and co-conspirator of Helmuth and his wife, Freya. 
From Helmuth’s arrival at Tegel in late September 1944 until the day of his execu-
tion by the Nazis on January 23, 1945, Poelchau would carry Helmuth’s and Freya’s 
letters in and out of prison daily, risking his own life. Freya would safeguard these 
letters for the rest of her long life, much of it spent in Norwich, VT, from 1960 
until her death in 2010. 

Last Letters is a profoundly personal record of the couple’s love, faith, and courage 
in the face of fascism. Written during the final months of World War II, the cor-
respondence is at once a collection of love letters written in extremis and a historical 
document of the first order. Published to great acclaim in Germany, this volume 
now makes this deeply moving correspondence available for the first time in English.

Helmuth Caspar von Moltke is a retired lawyer and the son of Freya and Helmuth 
James von Moltke. Johannes von Moltke is a professor of German and Film, Media 
and Television at the University of Michigan. Dorothea von Moltke is co-owner of 
Labyrinth Books in Princeton, NJ. They are the grandchildren of Freya and Helmuth
James von Moltke. Rachel Seiffert is a British novelist and short story writer. Shelley
Frisch is an award-winning translator of German literature. She lives in Princeton, NJ.
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“[Lawrence] had an extraordinary sensitiveness to what Wordsworth called ‘un-
known modes of being.’ He was always intensely aware of the mystery of the world,
and the mystery was always for him a numen, divine.” —Aldous Huxley

You could describe D.H. Lawrence as the great multi-instrumentalist among the 
great writers of the twentieth century. He was a brilliant, endlessly controversial 
novelist who transformed, for better and for worse, the way we write about sex and 
emotions; he was a wonderful poet; he was an essayist of burning curiosity, expansive 
lyricism, odd humor, and radical intelligence, equaled, perhaps, only by Virginia 
Woolf. Here Geoff Dyer, one of the finest essayists of our day, draws on the whole 
range of Lawrence’s published essays to reintroduce him to a new generation of 
readers for whom the essay has become an important genre. We get Lawrence the 
book reviewer, writing about Death in Venice and welcoming Ernest Hemingway; 
Lawrence the travel writer, in Mexico and New Mexico and Italy; Lawrence the 
memoirist, depicting his strange sometime-friend Maurice Magnus; Lawrence the 
restless inquirer into the possibilities of the novel, writing about the novel and 
morality and addressing the question of why the novel matters; and, finally, the 
Lawrence who meditates on birdsong or the death of a porcupine in the Rocky 
Mountains. Dyer’s selection of Lawrence’s essays is a wonderful introduction to a 
fundamental, dazzling writer.

D.H. Lawrence (1885–1930), a novelist, storywriter, critic, poet, and painter, was 
one of the greatest figures in twentieth-century English literature. Among his many 
works are Sons and Lovers, The Rainbow, and Women in Love. 

Geoff Dyer is the author of four novels and several works of nonfiction. He lives in 
Los Angeles, where he is a writer in residence at the University of Southern California.

THE BAD SIDE OF BOOKS 
SELECTED ESSAYS OF 
D.H. LAWRENCE
Edited and with an introduction by Geoff Dyer

An NYRB Classics Original

NYRB Classics • Essays • Paperback • 512 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-363-8 • $19.95 US / $25.95 CAN / No UK Rights 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-364-5 
On sale: November 12, 2019

“Her writing took multiple forms, from romans à clef to essayistic cultural com-
mentaries to reviews to urban-life vignettes to short stories. But in the center 
was always Babitz and her sensibility—fun and hot and smart, a Henry James–
loving party girl.” —Naomi Fry, The New Republic 

Eve Babitz knew everyone, tried everything (at least once), and was never shy about
sharing her thoughts on any subject, be it sex, weight loss, drug use, or her ambiva-
lence toward New York City. From the 1970s through the 1990s, Babitz wrote on 
a wild variety of topics for some of the biggest publications around, from Esquire 
to Vogue to The New York Times Book Review. I Used to Be Charming brings togeth- 
er this nonfiction work. All previously uncollected, these pieces range from sharp 
personal essays on body image and the male gaze to playful meditations on every-
thing from ballroom dancing to kissing to perfume. There are breathtaking celebrity 
profiles, too. In one, Nicholas Cage takes her for a ride in his ’67 Stingray and in 
another she dishes about dragging Jim Morrison to bed before the Doors had even 
settled on a band name (“Jim was embarrassing because he wasn’t cool, but I still 
loved him,” she writes). In another essay, the author ponders her earliest days in the 
spotlight, posing nude with Marcel Duchamp, and in another, the never-before-
published title essay, she writes about the tragic accident that compelled her to leave 
that spotlight behind forever.

Eve Babitz is the author of several books, including Eve’s Hollywood and Slow Days, 
Fast Company (both published by NYRB Classics) and Sex and Rage.

Molly Lambert is a writer from and in Los Angeles. She has written for publications 
including The New York Times, The New Yorker and GQ, and was a staff writer at the 
websites Grantland and MTV News. She hosts the podcast Molly’s Sleazy Friends and 
co-hosts Night Call.

I USED TO BE CHARMING 
THE REST OF EVE BABITZ

EVE BABITZ
Introduction by Molly Lambert

An NYRB Classics Original

NYRB Classics • Essays / Popular Culture • Paperback • 360 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-379-9 • $17.95 US / $23.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-380-5 
On sale: October 1, 2019
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ST. BERNARDO

GRACILIANO RAMOS
Introduction by Sarah Ann Wells

A new translation from the Portuguese by 
Padma Viswanathan

An NYRB Classics Original

NYRB Classics • Fiction • Paperback • 248 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-385-0 • $15.95 US / $21.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-386-7 
On sale: November 12, 2019

AGATHE, OR 
THE FORGOTTEN SISTER
ROBERT MUSIL
A new translation from the German and 
with an introduction by Joel Agee

An NYRB Classics Original

NYRB Classics • Fiction • Paperback • 464 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-383-6 • $17.95 US / $23.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-384-3 
On sale: December 3, 2019

Agathe is the sister of Ulrich, the so-called “man without qualities” who is the 
major character in Robert Musil’s great, unfinished novel of that name. Ulrich is
intellectual and skeptical and rebellious and yet for all that rule-bound, held 
hostage by his attraction to the systematic, even if every existing system—political,
ethical, metaphysical—strikes this onetime mathematician as fundamentally 
suspect. When, however, after many years Ulrich and his younger sister, Agathe, 
reunite over the bier of their dead father, a celebrated lawyer, both siblings are 
electrified. They are, for one thing, almost each other’s spitting image, while Agathe, 
who has just separated from her husband, is even more resistant to any kind of 
status quo than her brother. Engaging in a series of ever more intense and question-
ing “holy conversations,” brother and sister progressively enlarge the boundaries of 
sexuality, sensuality, and identity, seeking to arrive at a new conception of reality 
that they are sure lies within each other to discover.

Musil’s Agathe, or the Forgotten Sister is one of the most unexpected and breathtaking 
adventures of twentieth-century fiction, while Joel Agee’s new English translation 
captures all the nuance of Musil’s famously acute and penetrating style.

Robert Musil (1880–1942) is the author of The Confusions of Young Törless, Five 
Women, The Man Without Qualities, and The Posthumous Papers of a Living Author. 
His works were banned by the Nazis, and he and his Jewish wife went into exile 
during World War II. He died of a stroke in 1942.

Joel Agee is a writer and translator. He has received several prizes and is the author 
of two memoirs—Twelve Years: An American Boyhood in East Germany and In the 
House of My Fear. His translation of Prometheus Bound is published by NYRB 
Classics. He lives in Brooklyn, New York.

In 1941, a national literary poll in Brazil named Graciliano Ramos one of the country’s 
ten greatest novelists—one of only four living authors on the list. His reputation 
has only increased there in the sixty years since his death. Brazilian readers fight 
over which of his novels is their favorite. Now St. Bernardo, his second-to-last novel,
has been freshly translated for North American readers. This gritty, dryly funny book 
tells the story of Paulo Honório, a field hand who learns to read and write in jail, 
emerging with the ambition of buying and restoring to greatness the now-decrepit 
property where he was once a day laborer. St. Bernardo, named for his ranch, is the 
memoir of his rise and fall, written in his own rough-hewn voice. Flavored with 
subtle ironies and rich local idioms, St. Bernardo will appeal to readers of William 
Faulkner and Juan Rulfo, anyone who loves a tragicomic story of a striving outsider 
and self-made man, ruthless and tender in turns.

Graciliano Ramos (1892–1953) was a writer, politician, and journalist. He spent 
most of his life in Palmeira dos Índios, in northeast Brazil, where he owned a general 
store and served as the mayor. In 1936, Ramos was arrested and imprisoned on a 
penal island. He was most likely suspected of being a Communist. After his release 
from prison, he published his most famous novel, Barren Lives.

Sarah Ann Wells, a professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, is a scholar 
of Brazilian literature and cinema.

Padma Viswanathan’s debut novel, The Toss of a Lemon, has been published in eight
countries and was a finalist for several prizes. Her second novel, The Ever After of
Ashwin Rao, was a national bestseller in Canada and was short-listed for the Sco-
tiabank Giller Prize. Her short fiction and nonfiction work has been published in 
several outlets, including Granta, the Boston Review, Elle (Canada), and Guernica. 
She teaches creative writing at the University of Arkansas.
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In 1919, just months before he died unexpectedly of pneumonia, the sociologist 
Max Weber published two lectures that he had recently delivered at the invitation 
of a group of students. The question the students asked Weber to address in these 
lectures was simple and haunting. In a modern world characterized by the division of 
labor, constant economic expansion, and unrelenting change, was vocation, in intel-
lectual work or politics, still possible? Responding to the students’ sense of urgency, 
Weber offered his clearest account of “the disenchantment of the world,” as well as 
a seminal discussion of the place of values in the university classroom and academic 
research. Similarly, in his politics lecture he gave students what is undoubtedly his 
pithiest version of his account of the nature of political authority. Weber’s attempts 
to rethink vocation remain as relevant and as stirring as ever.

Max Weber (1864–1920) was a sociologist, philosopher, jurist, and political economist.
Considered one of the founders of modern sociology, he is best known for his essay 
“Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism” and for his writings on bureaucracy.

Paul Reitter teaches in the German department at Ohio State. He is the author of several 
books, most recently Bambi’s Jewish Roots and Other Essays on German-Jewish Culture.

Chad Wellmon is the author of Becoming Human: Romantic Anthropology and the 
Embodiment of Freedom and Organizing Enlightenment: Information Overload and 
the Invention of the Modern Research University. He is on faculty at the University 
of Virginia.

Damion Searls is a writer and the translator of more than forty books. For NYRB he 
has edited Henry David Thoreau’s The Journal: 1837–1861 and translated Robert Walser, 
Nescio, Patrick Modiano, Friedrich Nietzsche, Alfred Döblin, and Uwe Johnson.

CHARISMA AND 
DISENCHANTMENT 
THE VOCATION LECTURES

MAX WEBER
Introduction by Paul Reitter and 
Chad Wellmon

A new translation from the German by 
Damion Searls

An NYRB Classics Original

NYRB Classics • Essays / Political Science • Paperback • 104 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-389-8 • $15.95 US / $21.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-390-4 
On sale: December 3, 2019

CRIMINAL CHILD 
AND OTHER ESSAYS
JEAN GENET
A new translation from the French by 
Jeffrey Zuckerman and Charlotte Mandell

An NYRB Classics Original

NYRB Classics • Essays / Memoir • Paperback • 280 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-361-4 • $17.95 US / $23.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-362-1 
On sale: December 17, 2019

“Genet’s sense of language [moved] seamlessly from street argot to the sublime. . . .
Genet’s poetry drew me to write; his imagery drew Robert [Mapplethorpe] to the 
camera.” —Patti Smith, The Paris Review

Criminal Child offers the first English translation of a key early work by Jean Genet. 
In 1949, in the midst of a national debate about improving the French reform-
school system, a French radio station commissioned Genet to write about his 
experience as a juvenile delinquent. He sent back a piece about his youth that was 
a paean to prison instead of the expected horrifying exposé. Revisiting the cruel 
hazing rituals that had accompanied his incarceration, relishing the special argot 
spoken behind bars, Genet wondered if regulating that strange other world wouldn’t 
simply prevent future children from discovering their essentially criminal nature 
in the way that he had. The radio station chose not broadcast Genet’s views.

“Criminal Child” appears here with a selection of Genet’s finest essays, including his 
celebrated piece on the art of Alberto Giacometti.

Jean Genet (1910–1986) was born in Paris. After enrolling in and then deserting 
the Foreign Legion, Genet turned to a life of thieving and pimping that resulted in 
repeated jail terms and a sentence of life imprisonment. In prison he began to write, 
and gained support from such literary luminaries as Jean Cocteau, Jean-Paul Sartre, 
and Simone de Beauvoir. Genet wrote several novels, plays, essays, and memoirs, 
including Prisoner of Love, which is available from NYRB Classics. 

Jeffrey Zuckerman is an editor and translator from the French. He is the digital 
editor of Music & Literature and lives in New York. 

Charlotte Mandell is a translator of French literature. She lives in the Hudson valley.
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“There is a strong emphasis on the powerlessness of silence and fear. . . and 
so, necessarily, on the power of the word. It’s a beautifully written novel, with 
moments of great lyricism.” —Laila Lalami

The Simple Past came out in 1954, and both in France and its author’s native 
Morocco the book caused an explosion of fury. The protagonist, also known as
Driss, comes from a Moroccan family of means, his father a self-made tea merchant,
the most devout of Muslims, quick to be provoked and ready to lash out ver-
bally or physically, continually bent on subduing his timid wife and many children 
to his iron and ever-righteous will. He is known, simply, as the Lord, and Driss, 
who is in high school, is in full revolt against both him and the French colonial 
authorities, for whom, as much as for his father, he is no one. Driss Chraïbi’s classic 
coming-of-age story is about colonialism, Islam, the subjection of women, and try-
ing against the odds to find a voice of your own, to fight free.

Driss Chraïbi (1926–2007) was born in Mazagan (now el-Jadida), Morocco. 
When Chraïbi was nineteen, he moved to Paris to study chemical engineering and 
neuropsychiatry, but stopped his studies just before receiving his doctorate. In 1954 
he published his first novel, The Simple Life. Chraïbi wrote several other works, 
including Les Boucs (The Butts), L’Âne (The Donkey), and La Foule (The Crowd). 
He died in the village of Crest, where he had lived for many years. 

Adam Shatz is a contributing editor at the London Review of Books and lives in New 
York City.

Hugh A. Harter (1922–2011) was a writer, translator of French and Spanish literature,
and professor at Ohio Wesleyan University. 

THE SIMPLE PAST

DRISS CHRAÏBI
Introduction by Adam Shatz

Translated from the French by 
Hugh A. Harter

NYRB Classics • Fiction • Paperback • 172 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-360-7 • $15.95 US / $21.95 CAN 
On sale: January 7, 2020 

ABIGAIL
MAGDA SZABÓ
A new translation from the Hungarian by 
Len Rix

An NYRB Classics Original

NYRB Classics • Fiction • Paperback • 360 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-403-1 • $16.95 US / $22.95 CAN / No UK Rights 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-408-6 
On sale: January 14, 2020

Abigail, the story of a headstrong teenager growing up during World War II, is the 
most beloved of Magda Szabó’s books in her native Hungary. Gina is the only 
child of a general, a widower who has long been happy to spoil his bright and 
willful daughter. Gina is devastated when the general tells her that he must go 
away on a mission and that he will be sending her to boarding school in the 
country. She is even more aghast at the grim religious institution to which she soon 
finds herself consigned. She fights with her fellow students, she rebels against her 
teachers, finds herself completely ostracized, and runs away. Caught and brought 
back, there is nothing for Gina to do except entrust her fate to the legendary 
Abigail, as the classical statue of a woman with an urn that stands on the school’s 
grounds has come to be called. If you’re in trouble, it’s said, leave a message with 
Abigail and help will be on the way. And for Gina, who is in much deeper trouble 
than she could possibly suspect, a life-changing adventure is only beginning.

There is something of Jane Austen in this story of the deceptiveness of appearances; 
fans of J.K. Rowling are sure to enjoy Szabó’s picture of irreverent students, eccen-
tric teachers, and boarding-school life. Above all, however, Abigail is a thrilling tale 
of suspense.

Magda Szabó (1917–2007) is considered one of Hungary's greatest novelists. Her 
prose, dramas, essays, and poetry have been published in forty-two countries and 
in 2003 she was awarded the Prix Femina Étranger for The Door. The NYRB 
Classics edition of The Door was selected as one of the New York Times 10 Best 
Books of 2015. NYRB Classics also publishes her novels Iza’s Ballad and Katalin 
Street. Len Rix is a poet, critic, and former literature professor. In 2006, he was 
awarded the Oxford-Weidenfeld Translation Prize for his translation of Magda 
Szabó’s The Door.
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Praise for Varlam Shalamov: “These new translations of Varlam Shalamov’s as-
tonishing short stories may well establish Shalamov as the new laureate of the 
Gulag.. .The power of fiction has never been better exemplified. . . Shalamov’s 
unique tone of voice and his pared-down style are beautifully rendered here by 
Rayfield—limpid, assured, the scarce moments of lyricism expertly caught. . .
One feels that poor Varlam Shalamov would be both amazed and delighted.”
—William Boyd, The Sunday Times (UK)

In 1936, Varlam Shalamov was arrested for counterrevolutionary activities and sent 
to the Soviet Gulag. He survived fifteen years in the prison camps and returned 
from the far north to write one of the masterpieces of twentieth-century literature, 
an epic array of short fictional tales reflecting the years he spent in the Gulag. Sketches 
of the Criminal World follows Kolyma Stories (also available from NYRB Classics)
as the second of two volumes that constitute the first complete English translation 
of Shalamov’s stories and the only one to be based on the authorized Russian text.

In this second volume, Shalamov sets out to answer the fundamental moral ques-
tions that plagued him in the camps where he encountered firsthand the criminal 
world as a real place, far more evil than Dostoyevsky’s underground: “How does 
someone stop being human?” and “How are criminals made?” By 1972, when he 
was writing his last stories, the remnants of the camps were being destroyed, the 
guard towers and barracks razed, the barbed wire rolled up and taken away. “Did we 
exist?” Shalamov asks, then answers without hesitation, “I reply, ‘We did.’”

Varlam Shalamov (1907–1982) was a Russian writer, journalist, poet, and survivor 
of the Gulag. NYRB Classics publishes his Kolyma Stories. 

Donald Rayfield is an emeritus professor of Russian and Georgian at Queen Mary 
University of London. He translated Nikolai Gogol’s Dead Souls and Kolyma Stories 
for NYRB Classics.

SKETCHES OF THE 
CRIMINAL WORLD 
FURTHER KOLYMA STORIES

VARLAM SHALAMOV
A new translation from the Russian by 
Donald Rayfield

An NYRB Classics Original

NYRB Classics • Short Stories / History • Paperback • 576 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-367-6 • $22.95 US / $29.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-368-3 
On sale: January 14, 2020

TELESCOPE 
SELECTED POEMS

MICHAEL HELLER 

“In a poetic generation that has frequently settled for small answers, Heller’s work
insists upon the largest questions.” —Rain Taxi

For over fifty years, Michael Heller has been building one of the most impressive 
bodies of work in contemporary American poetry. A poet who digs in and thinks 
hard, a poet who, in the tradition of George Oppen, makes the abstract concrete 
and the concrete abstract, Heller is a writer who returns again and again to his 
major themes, the better to rethink them anew. Those themes include the political 
and natural worlds and the reponsibility and the freedom of the poet, and Heller 
often explores them through encounters with key figures in literature and art, such 
as the painter Max Beckmann and Walter Benjamin. A Jewish poet, a Buddhist 
poet, a profoundly reflective poet, a deeply sensual poet, Michael Heller is simply 
one of the best poets writing today.

This new selection of his work, the first in many years, provides a perfect vantage 
from which to contemplate his achievement.

Michael Heller has published more than twenty-five volumes of poetry, essays, and 
memoir. His recent works include the poetry collection This Constellation Is a Name: 
Collected Poems 1965–2010, Dianoia, and Beckmann Variations & Other Poems, a 
work in prose and poetry. He is the recipient of numerous prizes, including awards 
from the Poetry Society of America, the National Endowment for the Humanities 
and the Fund for Poetry. He lives in New York City. 

NYRB Poets • Poetry • Paperback • 248 pages • 4½ x 7 
978-1-68137-406-2 • $16.00 US / $22.00 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-407-9 
On sale: September 3, 2019



SAY SOMETHING BACK
DENISE RILEY 

“[Riley’s] writing is perfectly weighted, justifies its existence. It is impossible 
not to want to ‘say something back’ to each of her poems in recognition of their 
outstanding quality. Her voice is strong and beautiful—an imperative in itself.”
—Kate Kellaway, The Guardian

Say Something Back will allow readers to see just why Denise Riley has been held 
in such high regard by her fellow poets for so long. The book reproduces A Part 
Song, a profoundly moving document of grieving and loss, and one of the most 
widely admired long poems of recent years. Elsewhere these poems become a space 
for contemplation of the natural world and of physical law, and for considering
what it is to invoke those who are absent. But finally, they extend our sense of 
what the act of human speech can mean—and especially what is drawn forth from 
us when we address our dead. Lyric, intimate, acidly witty, unflinchingly brave, 
Say Something Back—which also includes a powerful new prose meditation about 
grief and its aftermath, “Time Lived, Without Its Flow”—is a deeply moving book 
by one of our finest poets, and one destined to introduce Riley’s name to a wide 
new readership.

Denise Riley is a philosopher and poet. She is the author of the poetry collections
Marxism for Infants, Dry Air, Stair Spirit, and others. Say Something Back was nom-
inated for a Forward Prize for Best Poetry Collection. Riley’s nonfiction writing 
includes War in the Nursery: Theories of the Child and Mother and Impersonal Passion: 
Language as Affect. She is currently Professor of the History of Ideas and of Poetry 
at the University of East Anglia.

NYRB Poets • Poetry • Paperback • 64 pages • 4½ x 7 
978-1-68137-399-7 • $14.95 US / $19.95 CAN / No UK Rights 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-400-0 
On sale: January 14, 2020

Gathering the work of a lifetime, spanning four books of poetry and including 
thirty-four new poems, this is the first comprehensive collection to be published 
in the United States and the United Kingdom of the work of one of India’s most 
influential English-language poets. Arvind Krishna Mehrotra’s poetry has long been 
known for its mixing of the commonplace and the strange, the autobiographical 
and the fabulous, in which the insignificant details of everyday life—whether con-
temporary or historical—bring larger patterns into focus. His celebrated translations 
from Indian languages (Prakrit, Hindi, Gujarati, Bengali) take up a third of Collected 
Poems. Selections from The Absent Traveller and Songs of Kabir are followed by those 
of Nirala, Vinod Kumar Shukla, Mangalesh Dabral, Pavankumar Jain, and Shakti 
Chattopadhyay. Together they tell the story of Indian poetry over two millennia.

Arvind Krishna Mehrotra is the author of several books of poetry, the editor of The 
Oxford India Anthology of Twelve Modern Indian Poets and Collected Poems in English 
by Arun Kolatkar, and the translator of The Absent Traveller: Prakrit Love Poetry and 
Songs of Kabir. He lives in Dehradun. 

Amit Chaudhuri is a novelist, essayist, poet, and musician. A fellow of the Royal Society
of Literature, he lives in Calcutta and the United Kingdom, where he is a professor 
of contemporary literature at the University of East Anglia. Friend of My Youth, his 
seventh novel, was published in the US by New York Review Books. 

Vidyan Ravinthiran is the author of Grun-tu-molani and The Million-Petalled Flower
of Being Here, as well as a critical study of Elizabeth Bishop. He teaches at the Uni-
versity of Birmingham and is an editor at Prac Crit.

ARVIND KRISHNA MEHROTRA
Introduction by Amit Chaudhuri

Edited by Vidyan Ravinthiran

 

NYRB Poets • Poetry • Paperback • 256 pages • 4½ x 7 
978-1-68137-401-7 • $16.00 US / $22.00 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-402-4 
On sale: October 29, 201926 27



 

The best fishing writing is never really about fishing, or never only about fishing, 
and the writers collected in A Twitch Upon the Thread use angling as a way to write 
about love, loss, faith, and obsession.

An anthology of fishing writing ranging from medieval times to the present, A Twitch
Upon the Thread takes the reader from riverbank to open ocean, from England to 
New Zealand, from the shore to the depths. Read it and be hooked.

Included are contributions from Virginia Woolf, Charles Dickens, Ota Pavel, Arthur
Ransome, George Orwell, Gerard Manley Hopkins, Elizabeth Bishop, and dozens more.

Jon Day is a writer, academic, and angler. He is a lecturer in English literature at 
King’s College London, and his essays and reviews have appeared in the London 
Review of Books, The New York Review of Books, The Times Literary Supplement, 
and many others. He is also a regular book critic for the Financial Times and The 
Telegraph. His first book, Cyclogeography: Journeys of a London Bicycle Courier, was 
published by Notting Hill Editions and is available from NYRB in North America. 
He lives in London.

A TWITCH UPON THE THREAD 
WRITERS ON FISHING
Edited and with an introduction by Jon Day

Dogs throughout history have always enjoyed a special relationship to human-
kind, and our favorite four-legged creatures continue to grow in popularity. In her 
insightful introduction, Tracey Ullman—an inveterate adopter of strays—asks what 
induces us to bring into our homes the most psychologically damaged and mis-
treated dogs. Why do we forgive bad behavior in dogs that we would not tolerate in 
our fellow human beings?

The selection includes pieces from Vita Sackville-West on the special attraction of 
mongrels; an extract from Mark Twain’s short story “A Dog’s Tale”; Karen Blixen’s 
humorous tale of her deerhounds in Out of Africa; Roald Amundsen’s account of 
working with sled-dogs in the Polar regions; Lord Byron’s epitaph to his dog; and 
an open letter from Brigitte Bardot against puppy farms. 

Loyal, mischievous, intelligent and fierce, this witty and moving anthology shows the
many characteristics of dogs in the eyes of their owners and admirers: Charles Dickens, 
William Shakespeare, Elizabeth Gaskell, P.G. Wodehouse, Plato, and dozens more. 

Features black and white dog photographs by acclaimed photographer Rhian Ap 
Gruffydd.

Tracey Ullman is an internationally acclaimed producer, writer, actor, and dog 
lover. She is perhaps best known for her series “The Tracey Ullman Show,” which 
established her as a major comic talent. Ullman has received many industry honors 
including seven Emmys, a Golden Globe, and a BAFTA. Her most recent show, 
“Tracey Breaks the News,” met with acclaimed success. Her current dog is a mixed 
breed terrier named Oscar. 

ON DOGS 
AN ANTHOLOGY
Introduction by Tracey Ullman

Notting Hill Editions • Essays / Sports • Hardcover • 168 pages • 4¾ x 7½ 
978-1-91255-913-8 • $18.95 US / $24.95 CAN / No UK Rights 
On sale: September 10, 2019 

Notting Hill Editions • Essays / Dogs • Hardcover • 180 pages • 4¾ x 7½ 
978-1-912559-15-2 • $18.95 US / $24.95 CAN / No UK Rights 
On sale: November 5, 2019 
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“We buried one of dad’s lungs,” announces the narrator of Marion Fayolle’s The 
Tenderness of Stones. The lung is so large it takes three men to carry it—and that 
is just the beginning. The family looks on as, under the dispassionate orders of 
anonymous white-clad strangers, their father is disassembled, piece by piece: His 
nose is removed from his face and tied, temporarily, to his neck; his other lung is 
taken out and he is forced to pull it around in a cart; his mouth is pried off and 
stored away, leaving him mute. Beneath it all is one devastating truth: Soon, he will 
be gone entirely.

Fayolle is one of the most innovative young artists in contemporary comics, and in 
this startling, gorgeously drawn fable she offers a vision of family illness and grief 
that is by turns playful and profound, literal and lyrical. She captures the strange 
swirl of love, resentment, grief, and humor that comes as we watch a loved one 
transformed before our eyes, and learn to live without them.

Marion Fayolle grew up in the Ardèche region of France and graduated from the 
Strasbourg School of Decorative Arts in 2011. While at school, she founded the 
comics and illustration magazine Nyctalope with Matthias Malingrey and Simon 
Roussin. She is the author of six books, including Tablecloth Like Snow, In Pieces, 
and The Tenderness of Stones. She has also made illustrations for various publications, 
including The New York Times. She lives in France. 

Geoffrey Brock is the author of the award-wining poetry collection Weighing Light, 
and has translated books by Cesare Pavese, Roberto Calasso, and Umberto Eco, as
well as Carlo Collodi’s Pinocchio for NYRB. He is currently on the faculty of the Programs
in Creative Writing and Translation at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville.

NYR Comics • Comics / Memoir • Hardcover • 144 pages • 9½ x 11 
978-1-68137-298-3 • $32.95 US / $43.95 CAN 
On sale: September 3, 2019 

THE TENDERNESS 
OF STONES

MARION FAYOLLE
A new translation from the French by 
Geoffrey Brock
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“Patience, patience, because the great movements of history have always begun 
in those small parenthesis that we call ‘in the meantime.’” —John Berger

The last book that John Berger wrote was this precious little volume about time 
titled What Time Is It?, now posthumously published for the first time in English by 
Notting Hill Editions. Berger died before it was completed, but the text has been 
assembled and illustrated by his longtime collaborator and friend Selçuk Demirel, 
and has an introduction by Maria Nadotti.

What Time Is It? is a profound and playful meditation on the illusory nature of time.
Berger, the great art critic and Man Booker Prize–winning author, reflects on 
what time has come to mean to us in modern life. Our perception of time assumes 
a uniform and ceaseless passing of time, yet time is turbulent. It expands and 
contracts according to the intensity of the lived moment. We talk of time “saved” 
in a hundred household appliances; time, like money, is exchanged for the content 
it lacks. Berger posits the idea that time can lengthen lifetimes once we seize the 
present moment: “What-is-to-come, what-is-to-be-gained empties what-is.”

John Berger (1926–2017), storyteller, essayist, screenwriter, dramatist, and critic, 
was one of the most internationally influential writers of the last fifty years. His 
many books include Ways of Seeing, the Man Booker Prize–winning novel G, Here 
Is Where We Meet, From A to X, Cataract (with Selçuk Demirel), Confabulations, and 
Smoke, available from New York Review Books. 

Selçuk Demirel’s work ranges from book illustrations, magazine covers, and children’s
books to postcards and posters, and has appeared in many prominent publications.

Maria Nadotti is a journalist, essayist, editorial consultant, and translator. She lives 
in Milan and Berlin.

WHAT TIME IS IT?
JOHN BERGER
Drawings by Selçuk Demirel

With an introduction by Maria Nadotti

Notting Hill Editions • Essays • Hardcover • 120 pages • 4¾ x 7½ 
978-1-91255-914-5 • $18.95 US / $24.95 CAN / No UK Rights 
On sale: September 24, 2019 
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RETURN TO ROMANCE 
THE STRANGE LOVE
STORIES OF OGDEN WHITNEY
Edited by Dan Nadel and Frank Santoro

With an introduction by Liana Finck

NYR Comics • Comics • Paperback • 112 pages • 6⅝ x 10⅛ 
978-1-68137-344-7 • $19.95 US / $25.95 CAN 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-345-4 
On sale: October 1, 2019

Ogden Whitney was one of the unsung masters of American comics. He is perhaps 
best remembered for co-creating the satirical superhero Herbie Popnecker, also 
known as the Fat Fury, but his romance comics of the late 1950s and 1960s may be 
even more unique. In Whitney’s hands, the standard formula of meet-cute, minor 
complications, and final blissful kiss becomes something very different: an unsettling 
vision of midcentury American romance as a devastating power struggle, a form of 
intimate psychological warfare dressed up in pearls and flannel suits. From suburban 
lawns and offices to rocket labs and factories, his men and women scheme and clash, 
dominate and escape. It is darkly hilarious, truly terrifying—and yes, occasionally 
even a bit romantic.

Ogden Whitney (1918–1972) was a writer and comic book artist who was most active 
between the late 1930s and the late 1960s. He is best known for his cult hit comics 
series, Herbie. In 2007, he was inducted into the Will Eisner Award Hall of Fame. 

Dan Nadel is a writer, editor, and curator. He is the author and editor of several
books, including The Collected Hairy Who Publications and Dorothy and Otis: Designing
the American Dream. He was the co-editor of The Comics Journal from 2011 through 
2017, and has published essays and criticism in Art in America, The New York Review 
of Books, and Artforum. He lives in Brooklyn. 

Frank Santoro is the author of Pittsburgh, Pompeii, and Storeyville. He lives in Pittsburgh.

Liana Finck is a cartoonist for The New Yorker and the author most recently of Passing 
for Human. She lives in Brooklyn.

Frank Santoro faces a simple but sad reality: his parents, once high-school sweet-
hearts, now don’t speak to each other—even though they work in the same 
building. Trying to understand, Santoro searches through his memories and 
builds a portrait of their lives together and apart, past and present. Using markers, 
pencils, scissors, and tape, drawing in vivid colors and exuberant lines, he brings 
to life the mundane and the extraordinary: his parents’ wedding; his childhood 
mishaps; his father’s trauma in Vietnam; the rise and fall of his home city, 
Pittsburgh; even the exploits of his dog, Pretzel.

Santoro, the acclaimed author of Storeyville and Pompeii, has created a masterpiece. 
Pittsburgh is an extraordinary reimagining of the comics form to depict the processes of 
memory, and a powerful, searching account of how families take shape and fall apart.

Frank Santoro’s work has been exhibited at the American Academy of Arts and Letters 
in New York City and at the National Archaeological Museum of Naples, Italy. He 
is the author of Storeyville and has collaborated with Ben Jones, Dash Shaw, Gary
Panter, and others. He lives in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

NYR Comics • Comics / Memoir • Hardcover • 216 pages • 811/16 x 11 
978-1-68137-404-8 • $29.95 US / $39.95 CAN 
On sale: September 17, 2019
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“Remy Charlip was a wonderful writer and illustrator of children’s books.” 
—Brian Selznick, author of The Invention of Hugo Cabret

For those readers familiar with Remy Charlip from his inimitable book Thirteen, 
written with Jerry Joyner, or his picture books Little Old Big Beard and Big Young 
Little Beard and Mother, Mother, I Feel Sick; Send for the Doctor, Quick, Quick, Quick,
this reissue of Arm in Arm will be a joyful reunion. Here is Charlip at his most play-
ful, his zaniest, funniest, and cleverest. Just as Thirteen rewrote the rules of the story, 
Arm in Arm rewrites the rules of riddles, tongue twisters, puns, and performance-
based play, or rather, throws all rules out the window. Readers beware: This book 
cannot be skimmed! Some pages require turning the book completely around, 360 
degrees. A magnifying glass may also be useful. It is a book for kids of all ages.

Remy Charlip (1929–2012) was an artist, writer, choreographer, theater director,
teacher, and the author of twenty-nine children’s books. He attended Cooper 
Union, created a style of choreography called Air Mail Dances, and was a founding 
member of the Merce Cunningham Dance Company. Charlip was the recipient 
of three New York Times Best Illustrated Book of the Year citations and was awarded 
a six-month residency in Kyoto, Japan, from the Japan–U.S. Arts Commission. 
The New York Review Children’s Collection publishes Thirteen, which Charlip 
wrote and illustrated with Jerry Joyner.

ARM IN ARM 
A COLLECTION OF 
CONNECTIONS, ENDLESS 
TALES, REITERATIONS, AND 
OTHER ECHOLALIA

REMY CHARLIP

The New York Review Children’s Collection • Children’s Literature / Humor • Hardcover 
Ages 4–7 • 40 pages • 10¼ x 7½  
 978-1-68136-373-7 • $17.95 US / $23.95 CAN / No UK Rights 
On sale: October 8, 2019
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One of Flavorwire’s 20 Most Beautiful Children’s Books of All Time

Summer is here and Tyra spends many happy days lying in the warm grass with 
her new cat, Vivaldi. What could be better than staring up into the blue sky with 
a purring kitten on your tummy? But soon it’s September, and while getting her 
backpack ready for the first day of school, Tyra feels everything she is going back 
to and a hard painful lump forms in her throat. School is a place of no words for 
Tyra, a place where the girls stare at her and stop talking when she walks by, a place 
where she feels completely alone. Only music can put an end to this feeling, music 
and her cat. Maybe, just maybe, things will be different this year now that it’s not 
Tyra alone anymore, but Tyra and Vivaldi.

Vivaldi is a book for anyone who’s ever felt alone, anyone who’s ever worried or 
been anxious, and anyone who knows what a difference one friend can make.

Helge Torvund was born in Hå, Norway. He is a psychologist, children’s writer, 
poet, essayist, and literary critic. In 1989, he won the Nynorsk Literature Prize and 
in 2016 was the recipient of the Herman Wildenvey Poetry Award. 

Mari Kanstad Johnsen was born in Bergen, Norway, and studied at Oslo National 
Academy of the Arts before completing a master’s degree in storytelling at Konstfack 
in Stockholm. She has written and illustrated many picture books, including I’m 
Out of Here, which received a special mention in the Bologna Ragazzi Awards. She 
is based in Oslo. 

Jeanie Shaterian (1953–2017) was a translator of Serbo-Croatian, French, and 
Norwegian.

VIVALDI

HELGE TORVUND and 
MARI KANSTAD JOHNSEN
A new translation from the Norwegian by
JEANIE SHATERIAN

The New York Review Children’s Collection • Children’s Literature • Paperback • Ages 8–12 
96 pages • 7 x 8 • 978-1-68137-374-3 • $15.95 US / $21.95 CAN 
On sale: November 5, 2019
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“Beautiful and terrifying by turns. . . The Glassblower’s Children is a brave book.”
—The New York Times Book Review

Albert the glassblower and Sofia are the loving parents of little Klas and Klara. Albert 
makes the most beautiful glass bowls and vases (unfortunately they are so imprac-
tical that no one will buy them), while Sofia supports the family by working in 
the fields. Every year Albert goes to the fair to try to sell his wares, and sometimes 
Sofia and the children go too. At the fair the family meets Flutter Mildweather, 
a weaver of magical rugs that foretell the future, and Klas and Klara come the 
attention of the splendid Lord and Lady of All Wishes Town, who have everything 
they want except for one: a child.

Full of curious and vivid characters—like the one-eyed raven Wise Wit, who can 
only see the bright side of life, and the monstrous governess Nana, whose piercing 
song can shatter glass—The Glassblower’s Children also ponders such serious matters 
as what it means to find meaningful work and the difference between what you 
want and what you need. In The Glassblower’s Children Maria Gripe has drawn on 
fairy tales and Norse myths to tell a thrilling story with a very modern sensibility.

Maria Gripe (1923–2007) was born Maja Stina Walter in Sweden’s Stockholm ar-
chipelago. She married the artist Harald Gripe in 1946. She received the Hans Christian
Andersen Award in 1974 and in 1998, a movie adaptation of The Glassblower’s 
Children, starring Stellan Skarsgård, was released. 

Harald Gripe (1921–1992) was born and raised in Stockholm. His large collection 
of toy theaters is displayed at Gripe Model Theater Museum in Nyköping, Sweden.

THE GLASSBLOWER’S 
CHILDREN

MARIA GRIPE
Illustrated by 
HARALD GRIPE

NYRB Kids • Children’s Literature / Fantasy • Paperback • Ages 8–12 • 176 pages 
53/16 x 7⅝ • 978-1-68137-378-2 • $9.99 US / $13.99 CAN 

Available as an eBook: 978-1-59017-745-7 
On sale: August 6, 201936 37

THE LADY FROM 
PHILADELPHIA 
THE PETERKIN PAPERS

LUCRETIA P. HALE
With the original illustrations

“How sorry we have felt for those who knew not Lucretia Hale and the Peterkins
.. .a masterpiece.” —The New York Times

The Lady from Philadelphia records the antics of the most memorably and hopelessly 
bumbling of respectable American families. Confronted by the endless challenges 
of daily life, the Peterkins rise to every occasion with misguided aplomb: they sit 
out in the sun for hours and fail to go for a ride because they’ve forgotten to 
unhitch the horse; they play the piano from the porch through the parlor window 
because the movers left the keyboard turned that way; they decide to raise the 
ceiling to accommodate a too-tall Christmas tree. Only the timely intervention of 
their great and good friend, the lady from Philadelphia, can be counted on to get the 
Peterkins out of their latest scrape.

A classic of American children’s literature and a masterpiece of deadpan drollery, The 
Lady from Philadelphia was first published in hardcover by The New York Review
Children’s Collection as The Peterkin Papers. Now available in paperback, the book 
restores our astonishment at the ordinary, finding a rich vein of humor and happy 
surprise in the mere fact of our surviving the trivialities and tribulations of family life.

Lucretia Peabody Hale (1820–1900) was a journalist and author. She was descended
from two of New England’s most illustrious families and grew up surrounded by 
Boston’s nineteenth-century intelligentsia. Hale was also active in charity and poli-
tics and became the first woman member of the Boston School Committee.

NYRB Kids • Children’s Literature / Humor • Paperback • Ages 8–12 • 324 pages 
53/16 x 7⅝ • 978-1-68137-377-5 • $12.99 US / $17.99 CAN 
On sale: August 27, 2019



   

THE LITTLE GREY MEN
Written and Illustrated by 
BB
Winner of the Carnegie Medal

NYRB Kids • Children’s Literature / Fantasy • Paperback • Ages 8–12 • 256 pages 
53/16 x 7⅝ • 978-1-68137-375-1 • $11.99 US / $15.99 CAN / No UK Rights 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-376-8 
On sale: November 5, 2019

“This is a story about the last gnomes in Britain. They are honest-to-goodness 
gnomes, none of your baby, fairy-book tinsel stuff, and they live by hunting and 
fishing, like the animals and birds, which is only proper and right.”
—from the author’s introduction

On the banks of the Folly Brook, inside an old oak tree, live the last three gnomes 
in Britain: Sneezewort, Baldmoney, and Dodder. Before their fourth brother, 
Cloudberry, disappeared upstream seeking adventure, they lived happily and peace-
fully among their woodland friends. But now spring has come and the brothers 
start thinking about spending the summer traveling upstream to find Cloudberry. 
Before long they’ve built a boat and set off for unknown lands, where they find 
themselves involved in all kinds of adventures with new friends (wood mice, water 
voles, badgers) as well as with enemies (two-legged giants). A classic of British 
literature, BB’s The Little Grey Men has much in common with Kenneth Grahame’s 
The Wind in the Willows, though as BB acknowledges in his introduction, the 
talking gnomes are only part of the story. The true plot, which BB, an unparalleled 
naturalist, brings thrillingly to life is the magic of the woods and streams, the beauty 
of unspoiled nature and of the great diversity of living things.

BB (1905–1990) is the pseudonym for the British naturalist, illustrator, and children’s
author Denys James Watkins-Pitchford. He began working as an assistant art master 
at Rugby School and contributing to the Shooting Times as an illustrator and a writer 
in 1930. In 1942, he won the Carnegie Medal for British children’s books, and in 
1986, he was awarded an honorary MA by Leicester University and in 1990 was 
made a Member of the Order of the British Empire. BB followed The Little Grey 
Men with a sequel, Down the Bright Stream.
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