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“Hugely entertaining, funny and occasionally moving. . . edited meticulously and 
brilliantly.” —The Observer

The letters in this volume span seventy years, from February 1940 to January 2010. 
The first was written ten days before Patrick Leigh Fermor’s twenty-fifth birthday, 
when he was an officer cadet, hoping for a commission in the Irish Guards. He had 
hurried back to England from Romania in September 1939, expecting to die within 
weeks of being sent into action, like his friend who was a junior officer in the First 
World War. The last two were written on the same day, when Paddy (as he called 
himself, and almost everyone else called him) was ninety-four, a widower, very deaf, 
and suffering from tunnel vision, which made it hard for him to read even his own 
handwriting. His voice was already hoarse from the throat cancer that would kill 
him seventeen months later. But these last letters, like the first and most of the others 
printed here, exude a zest that was characteristic. From first to last, Paddy’s letters 
radiate warmth and gaiety. Often they are decorated with witty illustrations and 
enhanced by comic verse. Sometimes they contain riddles and cringe-making puns.

Patrick Leigh Fermor (1915–2011) was an intrepid traveler, a heroic soldier, and
a celebrated writer. He was awarded the Distinguished Service Order and the Order
of the British Empire, and was knighted for his services to literature and British-
Greek relations. NYRB Classics and New York Review Books publish several of his 
works of travel writing, including A Time of Gifts, Between the Woods and Water, 
The Broken Road, The Traveller’s Tree, A Time to Keep Silence, Mani: Travels in the 
Southern Peloponnese, and Roumeli: Travels in Northern Greece, as well as his memoir, 
Abducting a General.

Adam Sisman is the author of several biographies, most recently of John le Carré. 
His Boswell’s Presumptuous Task won the prestigious National Book Critics Circle 
Award for Biography. He is an Honorary Fellow of the University of St. Andrews.
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“As full of fizz and conviviality as a glass of champagne” —Metro

“In Tearing Haste is engaging from start to finish. There isn’t a dull letter among 
Charlotte Mosley’s selections. Even her annotations, often incorporating infor-
mation from the book’s two correspondents, are as surprising as they are infor-
mative. . . .  More than anything else, the collection is important as an addition 
to Leigh Fermor’s body of work.” —The Nation

“Highly engaging exchanges of mutual joie de vivre.” —The Times

“Spanning half a century, bursting with wit and conviviality . . . the result is surely 
one of the great 20th-century correspondences.” —The Observer (London) 

In the spring of 1956, Deborah, Duchess of Devonshire, youngest of the six 
legendary Mitford sisters, invited the writer and war hero Patrick Leigh Fermor to 
visit Lismore Castle, the Devonshires’ house in Ireland. The halcyon visit sparked 
a deep friendship and a lifelong exchange of highly entertaining correspondence. 
This volume collects the best of their spirited communications.

The Dowager Duchess of Devonshire (1920–1914) was the youngest of the six 
noted Mitford sisters. She became chatelaine and housekeeper of one of England’s 
greatest and best-loved houses, but following her husband Andrew’s death in 2004, 
she moved to a village on the Chatsworth Estate, where she died. 

Charlotte Mosley lives in Paris and has worked as a publisher and journalist. She 
is the editor of Love from Nancy: The Letters of Nancy Mitford, The Letters of Nancy 
Mitford and Evelyn Waugh, and The Mitfords: Letters Between Six Sisters.

IN TEARING HASTE 
LETTERS BETWEEN 
DEBORAH DEVONSHIRE AND 
PATRICK LEIGH FERMOR
Edited by Charlotte Mosley

Now in Paperback
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“Among twentieth-century literary essayists, only Virginia Woolf has created com-
parable likenesses.” —Joyce Carol Oates

Elizabeth Hardwick wrote during the golden age of the American literary essay. She 
covered civil rights demonstrations in the 1960s, places where she lived, locations 
she traveled to, theater she had seen, and murder trials that gripped her. She wrote 
sketches for various occasions and countless essays about literature, her greatest 
passion. For Hardwick, the essay was an imaginative endeavor. The continuous 
attention to language, the structure of observations, the line of interpretation—
Hardwick deserves to be read and reread for the clarity of her perceptions and her 
enduring assessments of literature and society, and simply for the beauty of her 
writing alone. 

Edited and with an introduction by Darryl Pinckney, The Collected Essays of Elizabeth
Hardwick gathers more than fifty essays for a retrospective of this writer of moral 
courage, as Joan Didion called her. Hardwick’s readings define literature itself. 

Elizabeth Hardwick (1916–2007) was a recipient of a Gold Medal from the American
Academy of Arts and Letters. She is the author of three novels, a biography of Herman
Melville, and four collections of essays. She was a co-founder and advisory editor of 
The New York Review of Books. NYRB Classics publishes Sleepless Nights, a novel, 
and Seduction and Betrayal, a study of women in literature. 

Darryl Pinckney, a longtime contributor to The New York Review of Books, is the 
author of the novels Black Deutschland and High Cotton and of the nonfiction work, 
Blackballed: The Black Vote and US Democracy (New York Review Books). He lives 
in New York City.
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“As an introduction to the history and culture of the region, Ahmed Rashid’s is 
as good as you will find.” —The Times Literary Supplement

The Resurgence of Central Asia is Ahmed Rashid’s seminal study of the new states—
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan—that emerged 
in the aftermath of the breakup of the Soviet Union. All have Muslim majorities and 
ancient histories but are otherwise very different.

Rashid’s book, now with a new introduction examining some of the crucial political 
developments since its first publication in 1994, provides entrée to this little-known 
but geopolitically increasingly important region. Rashid gives a history of each 
country, including its incorporation into Tsarist Russia to the present day, and 
provides basic socioeconomic information and explains the diverse political situ-
ations. He focuses primarily on the underlying issues confronting these societies: 
the legacy of Soviet rule, ethnic tensions, the position of women, the future of 
Islam, the question of nuclear proliferation, and the fundamental choices over 
economic strategy, political system, and external orientation which lie ahead.

Ahmed Rashid is the author of several books on Afghanistan and Central Asia, 
including Descent into Chaos and Taliban. He lives in Lahore.
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“Melville . . . is a powerful testament to the magic of words.” 
—Edmund White, The New York Review of Books

Moby-Dick looms large in the world’s imagination. But until the mid-1930s—
eighty years after it first appeared in English—it remained unavailable in French. 
The Provençal novelist Jean Giono fell in love with the book. He inspired his 
friend Lucien Jacques to join him in the project of rendering Melville’s stirring 
prose. After they finished, their publisher persuaded Giono to write a preface. 
Giono was unwilling at first to accept—the translation had taken a few years to 
complete, and he was eager to move on. But he was brought around by the desire 
to introduce Melville to the French public.

The result, issued as a separate volume in French, is an unparalleled intercultural 
creation, part preface, part biography, part philosophical rumination, part romance, 
part unfettered fantasy. The French publisher continues to classify it as “un essai,” a 
literary experiment. Melville: A Novel is an intimate homage from one great writer to 
another, across time and space, a true meeting of French and American minds. Paul 
Eprile’s meticulous translation of this startling text brings the exchange full circle.

Jean Giono (1895–1970), one of the foremost French authors of the 20th century, 
wrote thirty works of fiction. Many have been translated into English, including The 
Horseman on the Roof, Second Harvest, and a fictionalized memoir, Blue Boy. NYRB 
Classics also publishes Hill, translated by Paul Eprile. 

Paul Eprile is a longtime publisher (Between the Lines, Toronto), as well as a poet 
and translator. He lives on the Niagara Escarpment in Ontario, Canada. 

Edmund White has written biographies of Jean Genet, Marcel Proust, and Arthur 
Rimbaud. He has also written several novels; the most recent is Our Young Man. He 
teaches creative writing at Princeton.

MELVILLE  
A NOVEL

JEAN GIONO
Translated from the French by Paul Eprile

Introduction by Edmund White

An NYRB Classics Original
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In prewar Budapest three families live side by side on gracious Katalin Street, their 
lives closely intertwined. A game is played by the four children in which Bálint, 
the promising son of the major, invariably chooses Irén Elekes, the headmaster’s 
dutiful elder daughter, over her younger sister, the scatterbrained Blanka, and little 
Henriette Held, the daughter of the Jewish dentist.

Their lives are torn apart in 1944 by the German occupation, which only the Elekes 
family survives intact. The postwar regime relocates them to a cramped Soviet-style 
apartment and they struggle to come to terms with social and political change, per-
sonal loss, and unstated feelings of guilt over the deportation of the Held parents 
and the death of little Henriette, who had been left in their protection. But the girl 
survives in a miasmal afterlife, and reappears at key moments as a mute witness to 
the inescapable power of past events. 

As in The Door and Iza’s Ballad, Magda Szabó conducts a clear-eyed investigation 
into the ways in which we inflict suffering on those we love. Katalin Street, which 
won the 2007 Prix Cévennes for best European novel of the year, is a poignant, 
somber, at times harrowing novel, but beautifully conceived and truly unforgettable.

Magda Szabó (1917–2007) is considered one of Hungary’s greatest novelists. Her 
novels, dramas, essays, and poetry have been published in forty-two countries, and 
in 2003 she was awarded the Prix Femina Étranger for The Door. The NYRB Classics 
edition of The Door was selected as one of The New York Times’s 10 Best Books of 2015. 

Len Rix is a poet, critic, and former literature professor who has translated five books
by Antal Szerb, including the novel Journey by Moonlight (NYRB Classics) and, most 
recently, the travel memoir The Third Tower. In 2006, he was awarded the Oxford-
Weidenfeld Translation Prize for his translation of Magda Szabó’s The Door.

KATALIN STREET

MAGDA SZABÓ
Translated from the Hungarian by Len Rix

An NYRB Classics Original

By the author of The Door, one of 
The New York Times Book Review ’s 
“10 Best Books of 2015”
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“Stern’s accomplishment (here, as in all his work) is to locate precisely the comedy
and the pains of a particularly contemporary phenomenon without exaggeration, 
animus, or operatic ideology. . . .  In all, it is as if Chekhov had written Lolita. . . .  I 
would hold that in its own felicitous way, Other Men’s Daughters is to the sixties 
what The Great Gatsby was to the twenties, The Grapes of Wrath to the thirties, 
and Rabbit Is Rich to the eighties: a microscope exactly focused upon a thinly 
sliced specimen of what was once the present moment.” —Philip Roth

“Until the day of Merriwether’s departure from the house—a month after his 
divorce—the Merriwether family looked like an ideally tranquil one” we read on
the first page of Other Men’s Daughters. It is the late 1960s, and the streets of 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, are full of long-haired hippies decked out in colorful 
garb, but Dr. Robert Merriwether, who teaches at Harvard and has been married
for a good long time, hardly takes note. Learned, curious, thoughtful, and a creature 
of habit, Merriwether is anything but an impulsive man, and yet over the summer, 
while his wife, Sarah, is away on vacation, he meets a summer student, Cynthia 
Ryder, and before long the two have fallen into bed and in love. Richard Stern’s 
novel is an elegant and unnerving examination of just how cold and destructive a 
thing love, “the origin of so much story and disorder,” can be.

Richard Stern (1928–2013) was the author of more than twenty books of fiction 
and nonfiction, and was best known for Other Men’s Daughters. His other works 
include the novels Stitch and Natural Shocks; the short-story collections Packages, 
Noble Rot, and Almonds to Zhoof ; a collection of essays, The Books in Fred Hampton’s 
Apartment; and a memoir, A Sistermony. He taught literature and creative writing at 
the University of Chicago from 1955 until he retired in 2001.

Philip Roth is the author of thirty-one books, including the Pulitzer Prize winner 
American Pastoral.

OTHER MEN’S DAUGHTERS 

RICHARD STERN
Introduction by Philip Roth
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“[Dorothy B. Hughes] was extraordinary. . . .  Crime was never Hughes’s interest,
evil was, and to be evil, for her, is to be intolerant of others, of the very fact of the 
existence of something outside the self. With her poetic powers of description, 
she makes that evil a sickness in the mind and a landscape to be surveyed.”
—Christine Smallwood, The New Yorker

Fighter pilot Dix Steele has returned from World War II and is yearning to 
recapture “that feeling of power and exhilaration and freedom that came with 
loneness in the sky.” He prowls the Los Angeles night—bus stops and stretches 
of darkened beaches are where he seeks and finds young women on their own. 
His funds are running out and his frustrations are growing. Where is the good life 
he was promised? Why does he always get the raw deal? Then he runs into his 
old Air Corps buddy Brub, now working for the LAPD, who just happens to 
be on the trail of a strangler . . . .  Written with controlled elegance, Dorothy B. 
Hughes’s tense noir is at once an early indictment of a truly toxic masculinity and 
a twisty page-turner until the very end.

Dorothy B. Hughes (1904–1993) was an American mystery writer and critic. She 
wrote fourteen novels, including The So Blue Marble, The Case of the Real Perry Mason,
The Cross-Eyed Bear, Ride the Pink Horse, and The Expendable Man (NYRB Classics).

Megan Abbott is the Edgar award-winning author of eight novels, including The 
Fever and You Will Know Me. Her writing has appeared in The New York Times, 
the Guardian and the Wall Street Journal and in anthologies, including The Best 
American Mystery Stories. She is also the author of The Street Was Mine, a study of 
hardboiled fiction, and film noir, and editor of A Hell of a Woman, a female crime 
fiction anthology. She received her Ph.D. in literature from New York University.

IN A LONELY PLACE 

DOROTHY B. HUGHES
Introduction by Megan Abbott
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“[Plante’s] best book to date is Difficult Women, an unflattering account of his 
friendship with Sonia Orwell, Jean Rhys and Germaine Greer. He. . . tells it pretty 
much like it was—and like he was, you imagine.” —London Review of Books

Difficult Women, the book with which David Plante made his name, presents three 
portraits—each one of them as detailed, textured, and imposing as the those of 
Lucian Freud—of three extraordinary, complicated, and, yes, difficult women, while 
also raising intriguing and in their own way difficult questions about the character 
and motivations of the keenly and often cruelly observant portraitist himself. The 
book begins with Plante’s portrait of Jean Rhys in her old age, when after years of 
silence that had left her great novels of the 1920s and ’30s virtually unknown, she 
published The Wide Sargasso Sea and became a minor celebrity. Rhys, however, can 
hardly be said to be enjoying her new success. A terminal alcoholic, she curses and 
staggers and rants in the hotel room she has chosen to live in like King Lear on the 
heath, while Plante looks impassively on. Sonia Orwell is Plante’s second subject, a 
suave exploiter and hapless victim of her beauty and social prowess, while the unflap-
pable, brilliant, and impossibly opinionated Germaine Greer sails through the final 
pages of Plante’s book, ever ready to set the world, and any erring companion, right.

David Plante is the author of several novels, including his lauded Francoeur Trilogy
—The Family, The Country, and The Woods. He has also written several works of 
nonfiction in addition to Difficult Women, most recently The Pure Lover, Becoming 
a Londoner, and Worlds Apart. 

Scott Spencer has written eleven novels, including Endless Love, Walking the Dead, 
and the forthcoming River Under the Road. He has also written journalism for The 
New York Times, The New Yorker, Harper’s Magazine, GQ, and Rolling Stone. He 
lives in upstate New York.

DIFFICULT WOMEN  
A MEMOIR OF THREE

DAVID PLANTE
Introduction by Scott Spencer
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“One of the best books that [Gallimard] has ever published.”
—Gaston Gallimard, founder of Éditions Gallimard 

Louis Guilloux’s novel Blood Dark tells the story of a brilliant philosopher trapped 
in a provincial town and of his spiraling descent into self-destruction. Cripure, as his 
students call him, the name a mocking contraction of The Critique of Pure Reason, 
despises his colleagues, despairs of his charges, and is at odds with his family. The 
year is 1917, and the First World War continues its relentless course, with French 
soldiers not only dying by the tens of thousands but also beginning to desert in 
protest. Cripure, having seen student after student go to his death, finds himself 
literally up in arms at the complacent patriotism of his fellow teachers as he chal-
lenges one of them to a duel. Unfolding over the course of a single day, Blood 
Dark describes how Cripure manages to embroil himself in this ridiculous “affair 
of honor.” Guilloux’s novel, an important inspiration to the young Albert Camus, 
is an unflinching attack on the hypocritical pieties of a middle-class society and a 
tragic portrait of a man at war with the world and himself.

Louis Guilloux (1899–1980) spent most of his life in Brittany. He worked as a left-
wing organizer, a literary translator, and an interpreter for the American army in France. 

Laura Marris is a writer and translator. Her work has appeared or is forthcoming 
in Asymptote, The Common, The Brooklyn Rail, and elsewhere. She is a lecturer in 
creative writing at Boston University. 

Alice Kaplan is the author of French Lessons: A Memoir and The Collaborator: The 
Trial and Execution of Robert Brasillach, which was a finalist for the National Book 
Award and the winner of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize in History. Her transla-
tions include Another November and The Difficulty of Being a Dog, both by Roger 
Grenier. She is the John M. Musser Professor of French, Yale University.

BLOOD DARK 

LOUIS GUILLOUX
Translated from the French by Laura Marris

Introduction by Alice Kaplan

An NYRB Classics Original
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Henry Green  (1905–1973) was the pen name of Henry Vincent Yorke. Born near 
Tewkesbury in Gloucestershire, England, he was educated at Eton and Oxford and 
went on to become the managing director of his family’s engineering business, writ-
ing novels in his spare time. His first novel, Blindness (1926), was written while he 
was at Oxford. He married in 1929 and had one son, and during the Second World 
War served in the Auxiliary Fire Service.

Francine Prose is a distinguished visiting writer at Bard. Her most recent novel is 
Mister Monkey. She lives in New York. 

Michael Gorra’s Portrait of a Novel: Henry James and the Making of an American 
Masterpiece (2012) was a finalist for both the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book 
Critics Circle Award in Biography. He lives in Northampton, Massachusetts.

12 13

“Mr. Green possesses perhaps the most accurate ear of any contemporary 
novelist . . . .  Doting is a masterly exercise in technique. . . .  It has some of the 
best moments of comedy Mr. Green has yet written.”
—The Times Literary Supplement

“And in their sheer absurdity Nothing and Doting are two of the funniest novels 
ever written, bringing to an almost abstract essence the humor that had always 
been woven through Green’s work.” —The Atlantic

Henry Green’s last two novels, Nothing and Doting, are both composed almost 
entirely of dialogue, and in them Green’s fascination with the extravagance, ambigu-
ity, absurdity, and unintentional implications and consequences of everyday human 
communication leads to effects that are as funny as they are deeply sad. In Nothing 
the generations face off, with the parents flesh-proud but also weary after lives 
taken up both by love and the war, and the children oddly tentative and abashed, 
each group struggling awkwardly to understand and have its way with the other. 
Doting is, as its title would suggest, a story of aging and yearning in which a wife 
and a brash young woman run hilarious circles around a hapless hardworking civil 
servant suddenly seized by long-dormant desire. In both books, Green reveals him-
self as not only the extraordinary artist in language but a penetrating and compas-
sionate analyst of the human heart.

Doting and Nothing will appear in conjunction with Concluding, which will be pub-
lished by New Directions Publishing, thus completing a joint program to make all 
of Green’s nine novels available in a uniform edition for the first time.
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“The translation, by Mr. Richard Howard, is worthy of a book whose force depends 
almost entirely on the quality of its writing.” —The Times Literary Supplement

It is the fall of 1939, and Lieutenant Grange and his men are living in a chalet 
above a concrete bunker deep in the Ardennes forest, charged with defending the 
French-Belgian border against the Germans in a war that seems unreal, distant, 
and unlikely. Far more immediate is the earthy life of the forest itself and the deep 
sensations of childhood it recalls from Grange’s memory. Ostensibly readying for 
war, Grange instead spends his time observing the change in seasons, falling in love 
with a young free-spirited widow named Mona, and contemplating the absurd 
stasis of his present condition. This novel of long takes, dream states, and little 
dramatic action culminates abruptly in battle, an event that is as much the real 
incursion of the German army into France as it is the sudden intrusion of death 
into the suspended disbelief of life. Richard Howard’s skilled translation captures 
the fairy-tale delicacy and existential dread of this unusual, elusive novel (first 
published in 1959) by the supreme prose stylist Julian Gracq.

Julien Gracq (1910–2007), whose real name was Louis Poirier, was a French geog-
rapher and historian, and the author of four novels, poetry, and a play. His work 
was influenced by surrealism, and he dedicated his first novel, The Castle of Argol, 
to André Breton. In 1951 he won the Prix Goncourt for his third and best-known 
novel, The Opposing Shore (though he refused to accept the prize). He taught at Lycée
Claude-Bernard for twenty-three years. 

Richard Howard is the author of seventeen volumes of poetry and has published 
more than one hundred and fifty translations from the French, including, for NYRB,
Marc Fumaroli’s When the World Spoke French, Balzac’s Unknown Masterpiece, 
and Maupassant’s Alien Hearts and Like Death. He is a National Book Award and 
Pulitzer Prize winner. He lives in New York City.

A BALCONY IN THE FOREST 

JULIEN GRACQ
Translated from the French by Richard Howard 
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MEMOIRS FROM BEYOND 
THE GRAVE 
FRANÇOIS-RENÉ DE 
CHATEAUBRIAND
Translated from the French by Alex Andriesse

Introduction by Anka Muhlstein

An NYRB Classics Original
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“Chateaubriand’s Memoirs . . . are his Arc de Triomphe, and may yet prove more 
lasting than their equivalent in stone.” —Adam Kirsch

Written over the course of four decades, François-René de Chateaubriand’s epic 
autobiography has drawn the admiration of Baudelaire, Flaubert, Proust, Roland 
Barthes, Paul Auster, and W. G. Sebald. In this unabridged section of the Memoirs, 
spanning the years 1768 to 1800, Chateaubriand looks back on the already bygone 
world of his youth. He recounts the history of his aristocratic family and the first 
rumblings of the French Revolution. He recalls playing games on the beaches 
of Saint-Malo, wandering in the woods near his father’s castle in Combourg, 
hunting with King Louis XVI at Versailles, witnessing the first heads carried on 
pikes through the streets of Paris, meeting with George Washington in Philadelphia, 
and falling hopelessly in love with a young woman named Charlotte in the small 
Suffolk town of Bungay. The volume ends with Chateaubriand’s return to France 
after eight years of exile in England.

In this new edition (the first unabridged translation of any portion of the Memoirs 
to be published in more than a century), Chateaubriand emerges as a writer of 
great wit and clarity, a self-deprecating egoist whose meditations on the meaning 
of history, memory, and morality are leavened with a mixture of high whimsy and 
memorable gloom.

François-René de Chateaubriand (1768–1848), a writer, historian, and diplomat, 
is considered one of the France’s first Romantic authors.

Alex Andriesse is a writer and translator. He lives in Dublin, Ireland, and western 
Massachusetts.

Anka Muhlstein was awarded the Prix Goncourt in 1996 for her biography of 
Astolphe de Custine, and has twice received the History Prize of the French Academy. 



  

Now available in English for the first time, Eileen Chang’s dark romance opens 
with Julie, living at a convent school in Hong Kong, on the eve of the Japanese 
invasion. Her mother, Rachel, long divorced from Julie’s opium-addict father, 
saunters around the world with various lovers. Recollections of Julie’s horrifying 
but privileged childhood in Shanghai clash with a flamboyant, sometimes incestu-
ous cast of relations that crowd her life. Eventually, back in Shanghai, she meets the 
magnetic Chih-yung, a traitor who collaborates with the Japanese puppet regime. 
Soon they’re in the throes of an impassioned love affair that swings back and forth 
between ardor and anxiety, secrecy and ruin. Like Julie’s relationship with her 
mother, her marriage to Chih-yung is marked by long stretches of separation 
interspersed with unexpected little reunions. Chang’s emotionally fraught, bitterly 
humorous novel lifts a fractured mirror directly in front of her own heart.

Eileen Chang (1920–1995) was born into an aristocratic family in Shanghai. She 
studied literature at the University of Hong Kong until the Japanese attack on the 
city in 1941 forced her to return to occupied Shanghai, where she was able to pub-
lish the stories and essays—collected in two volumes, Romances (1944) and Written 
on Water (1945)—that soon made her a literary star. After moving to the United 
States in the 1950s, Chang wrote the novels Naked Earth (NYRB Classics) and 
The Rice Sprout Song, as well as essays and stories in Chinese and scripts for Hong 
Kong films. She is also the author of Love in a Fallen City (NYRB Classics). She 
died in Los Angeles.

Jane Weizhen Pan and Martin Merz are the translators of the novel English by 
Wang Gang.

LITTLE REUNIONS 

EILEEN CHANG 
Translated from the Chinese by 
Jane Weizhen Pan and Martin Merz

An NYRB Classics Original
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US on sale: December 16, 201716 17

“The novel. . . achieves a life of its own, and allows Bella to emerge at last from 
her ordeal with a feminist, fertile, happy, fairy-tale ending. Hypnotic and enthralling
in the process.” —Kirkus Reviews

“The Juniper Tree is a fairy tale that haunts me because even at the end the evil 
in it is never wholly undone. Through her reimagining of the wicked stepmother 
figure, Comyns speculates convincingly as to how damage escalates despite all 
conscious attempts to limit itself.” —Helen Oyeyemi

Bella Winter is homeless and jobless. The mother of a toddler by a man whose 
name she didn’t quite catch, her once pretty face is now marred by a scar from a 
car accident. She’s recently disentangled herself from a selfish and indifferent 
boyfriend and a cruel and indifferent mother. But she shares a quality common 
to Barbara Comyns’s heroines: a bracingly unsentimental ability to carry on. It’s 
not long before Bella has found not only a job but a vocation; not only a place to 
live but a home and a makeshift family. As Comyns’s novel progresses, the story 
echoes and inverts the Brothers Grimm fairy-tale The Juniper Tree. Will Bella’s 
hard-won restoration to life and love come at the cost of others’ happiness? 

Barbara Comyns (1909–1992) was born in the English county of Warwickshire 
and attended art school in London. She wrote her first book, a series of sketches 
based on her childhood titled Sisters by a River, in 1947, while living in the country 
to escape the Blitz. She also made an initial sketch for The Vet’s Daughter during 
this time, but set it aside to complete Our Spoons Came from Woolworths (NYRB 
Classics) and Who Was Changed and Who Was Dead. Among Comyns’s other 
books are the novels The Skin Chairs and Out of the Red into the Blue, and a work of 
nonfiction about Spain, where she lived for eighteen years. 

Sadie Stein is a writer and critic living in New York. She is a contributing editor to 
The Paris Review.

THE JUNIPER TREE 
BARBARA COMYNS
Introduction by Sadie Stein

NYRB Classics • Literary Fiction • Paperback • 200 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-131-3 • $14.95 US / No Canadian or UK Rights 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-132-0 
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“Balzac is the first and foremost member of his craft . . . .  An imagination of the 
highest power, an unequalled intensity of vision. ” —Henry James

Two very intelligent, very idealistic young women leave the convent school where 
they became the fastest of friends to return to their families and embark on their 
new lives. For Renée de Maucombe, this means an arranged marriage with a country 
gentleman of Provence, a fine if slightly dull man for whom she feels admiration 
but nothing more. Meanwhile, Louise de Chaulieu makes for her family’s house in 
Paris, intent on enjoying her freedom to the fullest: glittering balls, the opera, and 
above all, she devoutly hopes, the torments and ecstasies of true love and passion. 
What will come of these two very different lives? 

Despite Balzac’s title, these aren’t memoirs; rather, this is an epistolary novel. For 
some ten years, these two will—enthusiastically if not always faithfully—keep up 
their correspondence, obeying their vow to tell each other every tiny detail of their 
strange new lives, comparing their destinies, defending and sometimes bemoaning 
their choices, detailing the many changes, personal and social, that they undergo. As 
Balzac writes, “Renée is reason. . . Louise is wildness . . . and both will lose.” Balzac 
being Balzac, he seems to argue for the virtues of one of these lives over the other; 
but Balzac being Balzac, that argument remains profoundly ambiguous: “I would,” he 
once wrote, “rather be killed by Louise than live a long life with Renée.”

Honoré de Balzac (1799–1850), one of the greatest and most influential of novel-
ists, wrote some eighty-five novels in the course of his last twenty years, including 
such masterpieces as Père Goriot, Eugénie Grandet, Lost Illusions, and Cousin Bette. 
NYRB Classics publishes The Unknown Masterpiece and The Human Comedy: 
Selected Stories.

Jordan Stump is a writer, translator, and professor of French at the University of 
Nebraska–Lincoln.

THE MEMOIRS OF 
TWO YOUNG WIVES

HONORÉ DE BALZAC 
Translated from the French by Jordan Stump

An NYRB Classics Original
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“Often compared with Dostoyevsky, whose work Sales translated, its tone seems
far closer to the manic exasperation of Joseph Heller’s Catch-22  crossed with the
traces of the Russian master Mikhail Bulgakov’s comic timing. . . a masterwork 
that will seduce anew with its passion, humour, pathos and the all too-human 
spats of anger.” —Eileen Battersby, The Irish Times

Spain, 1937. Posted to the Aragonese front, Lieutenant Lluís Ruscalleda eschews 
the drunken antics of his comrades and goes in search of intrigue. But the lady of 
Castel de Olivo—a beautiful widow with a shadowy past—puts a high price on her 
affections. In Barcelona, Trini Milmany struggles to raise Lluís’s son on her own, 
letters from the front her only solace. With bombs falling as fast as the city’s morale, 
she leaves to spend the winter with Lluís’s brigade on a quiet section of the line. 
But even on “dead” fronts the guns do not stay silent for long. Trini’s decision will 
put her family’s fate in the hands of Juli Soleràs, an old friend and a traitor of easy 
conscience, a philosopher-cynic locked in an eternal struggle with himself.

Joan Sales, a combatant in the Spanish Civil War, distilled his experiences into a 
timeless story of thwarted love, lost youth, and crushed illusions. A thrilling epic 
that has drawn comparison with the work of Dostoyevsky and Stendhal, Uncertain 
Glory is a homegrown counterpart to classics such as Homage to Catalonia and For 
Whom the Bell Tolls.

Joan Sales (1912–1983) was a Catalan writer, translator, and publisher. During the 
Civil War he fought on the Madrid and Aragonese fronts before going into exile in 
France in 1939. He moved to Mexico in 1942, finally returning to Catalonia in 1948. 

Peter Bush currently works as a freelance translator in Barcelona. He was awarded 
the 2012 Ramón del Valle-Inclán Prize for his translation of Exiled from Almost 
Everywhere by Juan Goytisolo.

UNCERTAIN GLORY 
JOAN SALES
Translated from the Catalan by Peter Bush

An NYRB Classics Original

NYRB Classics • Literary Fiction • Paperback • 544 pages • 5 x 8 
978-1-68137-180-1 • $18.95 US / No Canadian or UK Rights 
Available as an eBook: 978-1-68137-181-8 
US on sale: October 10, 2017

Joan Sales © Club Editor, Barcelona



The Polish poet Ryszard Krynicki, born in a Nazi labor camp in Austria in 1943, 
became one of the most prominent poets of the New Wave generation of 1968, 
his poetry offering what Adam Michnik has called “a strange and beautiful testi-
mony,” merging “Conrad’s heroic ethics with a great metaphysical perspective.” 
Krynicki is the author of a body of work marked at once by the solitude of a poète 
maudit and solidarity with a hurt and manipulated community. The collection Our 
Life Grows appeared first in an edition crippled by communist censorship, then in 
1978, in the uncensored Paris edition that forms the basis for this translation. These 
poems, combining a biting wit and rigorously questioning mind with a surreal 
imagination, are a vital part of the story of postwar Europe.

Ryszard Krynicki was born in Sankt Valentin (Lower Austria) and is considered one 
of Poland’s most important contemporary poets. Since the early days of his career in 
the 1960s, Krynicki has been associated with the political opposition in Poland and, 
as a result, was banned from official publication between 1976 and 1980. In 1988, 
he founded the influential publishing house a5, focused on contemporary Polish 
poetry, including the works of Wisław Szymborska. He has also translated several 
German writers, including Bertolt Brecht and Paul Celan. He lives in Kraków. 

Alissa Valles is a translator of Polish literature and a poet. Her debut poetry collection
was Orphan Fire, and she edited and co-translated Zbigniew Herbert’s Collected 
Poems: 1956–1998 as well as his Collected Prose: 1948–1998. She has contributed 
to Polish Writers on Writing and New European Poets. She is a recipient of the 
Ruth Lilly Poetry Fellowship and the Bess Hokin Prize. She lives in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.

 

OUR LIFE GROWS 

RYSZARD KRYNICKI
Translated from the Polish by Alissa Valles
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EARTHLY SIGNS 
MOSCOW DIARIES, 
1917–1922

MARINA TSVETAEVA
Translated from the Russian by 
Jamey Gambrell 

“Is there prose more intimate, more piercing, more heroic, more astonishing than
Tsvetaeva’s?. . . Voicing gut and brow, she is incomparable.” —Susan Sontag

Marina Tsvetaeva ranks with Anna Akhmatova, Osip Mandelstam, and Boris 
Pasternak as one of Russia’s greatest twentieth-century poets. Her suicide at the age 
of forty-eight was the tragic culmination of a life beset by loss and hardship. This 
volume presents in English a collection of essays published in the Russian émigré 
press after Tsvetaeva left Moscow in 1922. Based on diaries she kept from 1917 
to 1920, the work describes the broad social, economic, and cultural chaos 
provoked by the Bolshevik Revolution. Events and individuals are seen through the 
lens of her personal experience—that of a destitute young woman of upper-class 
background with two small children (one of whom died of starvation), a missing 
husband, and no means of support other than her poetry. These autobiographical 
writings are an eyewitness account of a dramatic period in Russian history, told by 
a gifted and outspoken poet.

Marina Tsvetaeva (1892–1941) was born in Moscow and published her first collec-
tion of poems, Evening Album, at the age of eighteen. During the Moscow famine 
of 1922, she emigrated with her family to Berlin, then to Prague, before finally 
settling in Paris in 1925. In 1939, Tsvetaeva returned to the Soviet Union where her 
husband was executed and her surviving daughter was sent to a labor camp. When 
the German army invaded the USSR, she was evacuated to Yelabuga with her son. 
She committed suicide in 1941. Tsvetaeva’s letters to Boris Pasternak and Rainer 
Maria Rilke are featured in the NYRB Classic Letters: Summer 1926.

Jamey Gambrell is a writer on Russian art and culture. She has translated, among 
other things, Vladimir Sorokin’s three-volume Ice Trilogy and Tatyana Tolstaya’s 
The Slynx and White Walls (all available as NYRB Classics).
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COLLECTED POEMS  

JOAN MURRAY
Preface by John Ashbery

Edited by Farnoosh Fathi

 

When John Ashbery hailed Joan Murray as a major influence in an essay in 2003, 
her sole collection Poems, had been out of print for decades. Joan Murray hit 
the literary scene as a bright talent in American poetry just before her death of 
a heart condition in 1942. She was only in her twenties. After her death, W.H. 
Auden selected Murray for the 1946 Yale Younger Poets Prize. As she left behind no 
definitive edition of her work, her Poems was compiled by Grant Code, a close 
friend of Murray’s mother. Code heavily edited the manuscript, often streamlining 
Murray’s raw lyricism, and left out dozens of poems. It had originally been sup-
posed that Murray’s original manuscripts had been lost, but a trove of her writings 
miraculously resurfaced in 2013. For Collected Poems, Farnoosh Fathi has gone 
through all of Murray’s papers and reinstated her visionary lines, while also recover-
ing much previously unpublished verse. An heir to W.B. Yeats, Walt Whitman, 
Hart Crane, and Laura Riding, Murray today, with her vatic lullabies and mythic 
imagination, still belongs to the future. 

Joan Murray (1917–1942) spent her early years in London, Paris, and Ontario, and 
lived most of her short life in the United States, where she studied dance and theater, 
and poetry with W. H. Auden at the New School.

John Ashbery is the author of several books of poetry, including Self-Portrait in a 
Convex Mirror (1975), which received the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry, the National Book 
Critics Circle Award, and the National Book Award. His first collection, Some Trees 
(1956), was selected by W. H. Auden for the Yale Younger Poets Series. His most 
recent collection of poems, Commotion of the Birds, was published in October 2016. 

Farnoosh Fathi is the author of the poetry collection Great Guns and founder of the 
Young Artists Language & Devotion Alliance (YALDA). She teaches at the Stanford 
Pre-Collegiate Summer Institutes and lives in New York.

 

“Lees takes the reader on an extraordinary journey inside and outside the brain. 
His deep humanity and honesty shines throughout. The inevitable comparison 
with the late, great Oliver Sacks is entirely just.” —Raymond Tallis

“[Lees’s] book is not just a wonderfully unexpected addition to the Burroughs 
literature, but an important polemic for more humane and imaginative medical 
research.” —Phil Baker, The Times Literary Supplement

A. J. Lees relates how William S. Burroughs, the author of Naked Lunch and a 
troubled drug addict, inspired him to discover a groundbreaking treatment for 
Parkinson’s disease. Lees journeys to the Amazon rain forest in search of cures, 
and through self-experimentation he seeks to find the answers his patients crave. 
Burroughs is a ghostly mentor to Lees, influencing his methods of inquiry and 
encouraging him to be open-minded—a rarity in modern clinical practice. This is 
the story that Lees delayed writing for fear of professional ostracism, but here at last 
he “lets the cat out of the bag.” Mentored by a Madman is a powerful protest against 
bureaucracy, and a call for imagination in medical research.

A. J. Lees is a professor of neurology at the National Hospital, London. He is the 
recipient of numerous awards, including the American Academy of Neurology 
Lifetime Achievement Award, the Association of British Neurologists’ Medal, the 
Dingebauer Prize for Outstanding Research, and the Gowers Medal. He is one of 
the most highly cited Parkinson’s disease researchers in the world and is the author 
of several books, including Ray of Hope, which was short-listed for the William Hill 
Sports Book of the Year, and The Silent Plague. 

James Grauerholz is a writer, editor, and the biographer and literary executor of the 
estate of William S. Burroughs.

MENTORED BY A MADMAN  
THE WILLIAM BURROUGHS 
EXPERIMENT
A. J. LEES
Foreword by James Grauerholz
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“Every page of this book is lit by a sense of wonder.” —Michael Longley

“John Wilson Foster’s new book is a gem in every sense: small but perfect in the 
hand, elegantly written and full of evocative, deeply researched interest, both in 
the bird and American social history.” —Michael Viney, The Irish Times

In the fate of the North American passenger pigeon we can read much of the story 
of wild America—the astonishment that accompanied its discovery, the allure of 
its natural productions, the ruthless exploitation of its commodities, and the ulti-
mate betrayal of its peculiar genius. And in the bird’s fate can be read the essential 
vulnerability of species and the unpredictable passage of life itself. A morality tale 
for our times, this is a compelling and deeply researched chronicle of the last years 
of the passenger pigeon and the dawn of the New World.

John Wilson Foster was born and educated in Belfast, received a PhD from the 
University of Oregon, and spent his teaching and research career at the University 
of British Columbia, Vancouver. He is currently an honorary research professor 
at Queen’s University of Belfast. He has been an amateur ornithologist on both 
sides of the Atlantic for several decades and became intrigued by the extraordinary 
life and death of the passenger pigeon in 1990. Among Foster’s books are Nature 
in Ireland: A Scientific and Cultural History and The Age of Titanic: Cross-currents in 
Anglo-American Culture.

PILGRIMS OF THE AIR  
THE PASSING OF THE 
PASSENGER PIGEONS 
JOHN WILSON FOSTER

Notting Hill Editions • Nature / Science / History • Hardcover • 242 pages
4¾ x 7½ • 978-1-907903-65-6 • $18.95 US / $24.95 CAN / No UK Rights
Available as an eBook: 978-1-910749-33-3 
US on sale: October 10, 2017

“The release of this lovely volume from Notting Hill Editions is a timely reminder 
that Oscar Wilde was more than just a wit, spouting aphorisms and ending up 
the subject of scandal and imprisonment.” —Shiny New Books

Famous for his witticisms, aestheticism, and flamboyant sense of dress, Oscar Wilde 
had a humanity and deep sense of justice that have often been obscured. This 
selection showcases the breadth and depth of his thinking and includes essays on 
interior design, prison reform, Shakespeare, the dramatic dialogue “The Decay of 
Lying,” and the seminal “Soul of Man.” These essays show that beneath the trade-
mark wit and love of paradox, Wilde was far ahead of his time, as challenging and 
surprising today as he was in the late 1800s.

Oscar Wilde (1854–1900) was born in Dublin and is remembered for a diverse literary
output that included his novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray; stories for children; 
poetry; plays, including The Importance of Being Earnest; and a wide-ranging selec-
tion of essays and other prose works. Despite being highly celebrated in literary and 
social circles, he was tried for gross indecency and sentenced to two years’ imprison-
ment. He died in penury in Paris. 

Gyles Brandreth is a writer, broadcaster, actor, former MP, and Government Whip,
best known as a reporter on The One Show on BBC 1 and a regular on Radio 4’s Just 
a Minute. He recently played Lady Bracknell in The Importance of Being Earnest. His 
many books include political diaries and a series of detective stories, The Oscar Wilde 
Mysteries, now published in twenty-two countries.

 

BEAUTIFUL AND 
IMPOSSIBLE THINGS 
SELECTED ESSAYS OF 
OSCAR WILDE 
OSCAR WILDE 
Introduction by Gyles Brandreth
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Yvan Alagbé is one of the most innovative and provocative artists in the world of 
comics. In the stories gathered in Yellow Negroes and Other Imaginary Creatures—
drawn between 1994 and 2011, and never before available in English—he uses stark, 
endlessly inventive black-and-white brushwork to explore love and race, oppression 
and escape. It is both an extraordinary experiment in visual storytelling and an 
essential, deeply personal political statement.

With unsettling power, the title story depicts the lives of undocumented migrant work-
ers in Paris. Alain, a Balinese immigrant, struggles to protect his family and his white 
girlfriend, Claire, while engaged in a strange, tragic dance of obsession and repulsion 
with Mario, a retired French Algerian policeman. It is already a classic of alternative 
comics, and, like the other stories in this collection, becomes more urgent every day.

Yvan Alagbé was born in Paris and spent three years of his youth in West Africa. 
He returned to study mathematics and physics at the Université de Paris-Sud, 
where he met Olivier Marboeuf. Alagbé and Marboeuf founded a contemporary 
visual arts review called L’oeil carnivore and the magazine Le Chéval sans tête (“The 
Headless Horse”), which gained a cult following for its publication of innovative 
graphic art and comics. Labeling these artistic collaborations as “Dissidence Art 
Work,” Alagbé and Marboeuf soon founded their own publishing house, Amok, 
drawing from the material serialized in Le Chéval, including the first version of 
Yellow Negroes. In 2001, Amok partnered with the publishing group Fréon to estab-
lish the Franco-Belgian collaboration Frémok, now a major European graphic novels 
publisher. Alagbé lives in Paris. 

Donald Nicholson-Smith is an award-winning translator of French literature. He 
has translated Jean-Patrick Manchette’s Fatale and The Mad and the Bad, Jean-Paul 
Clébert’s Paris Vagabond (all NYRB Classics), and the forthcoming NYR Comics title 
The Green Hand and Other Stories by Nicole Claveloux. He lives in New York City.

YELLOW NEGROES AND 
OTHER IMAGINARY 
CREATURES 

YVAN ALAGBÉ
Translated from the French by 
Donald Nicholson-Smith

An NYR Comics Original
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Though virtually unknown in the United States, Tadao Tsuge is one of the original 
masters of alternative manga, and one of the world’s great artists of the down-and-
out. Never before available in English, this new selection of his stories from the 
late sixties and the seventies depicts the lives of punks, vagrants, gangsters, and other 
lost souls with gritty lyricism. It is a raucous, exhilarating vision of street brawls and 
dive bars, shantytowns and brothels, and an unsettling portrait of postwar Japan.

Tadao Tsuge is one of alternative manga’s cult stars. Debuting as a cartoonist in 
the rental kashi-hon market in 1959, he was a leading contributor to the legendary
magazine Garo during its heyday in the late 1960s. He has drawn extensively for 
magazines like Yagyō and Gentō, often pulling from his experiences growing up in 
the slums of Tokyo, working for postwar Japan’s ooze-for-booze blood banks, and 
daydreaming while fishing. Tsuge currently lives in Chiba Prefecture, north of 
Tokyo, where he splits his time between cooking for his family and drawing even 
stranger manga. 

Ryan Holmberg is an arts and comics historian. He has taught at the University of
Chicago, the City University of New York, and the University of Southern California
and is a frequent contributor to Art in America, Artforum, Yishu, and The Comics Journal.
He has edited and translated a number of books of Japanese comics and is currently 
a postdoctoral associate at Duke University.

SLUM WOLF 

TADAO TSUGE
Edited, translated from the Japanese, and 
with an introduction by Ryan Holmberg

An NYR Comics Original
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“This book has genuine warmth. A party for endearing oddballs takes place in 
the sunshine. Attending are many relatives, many twins, many animals, and so 
many sweet mutants you may feel off balance but you won’t feel bored.”
—Parents’ Choice Gold Award, from the Parents’ Choice Foundation

As a brother and sister imagine their bedtime stories, Maira Kalman paints a fantastic
picture of the creative world of children. Full of wild invention and peopled by 
characters familiar and outlandish, it is a world of wonders, complete with Kalman’s 
full-color illustrations.

Maira Kalman is an illustrator, author, and designer. She has created many covers
for The New Yorker, including the famous map of Newyorkistan (with Rick Meyerowitz).
Kalman’s twelve children’s books include Max Makes a Million, Stay Up Late, Swami
on Rye, and What Pete Ate. She also has designed fabric for Isaac Mizrahi, acces-
sories for Kate Spade, sets for the Mark Morris Dance Company, and, with her 
late husband, Tibor Kalman, under the M&Co. label, clocks, umbrellas, and other 
accessories for the Museum of Modern Art. Her work is shown at the Julie Saul 
Gallery in Manhattan.

HEY WILLY, 
SEE THE PYRAMIDS 

MAIRA KALMAN
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MAX MAKES A MILLION 

MAIRA KALMAN
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THE NEW YORK REVIEW
CHILDREN’S COLLECTION

“The sarcastic wit, absurd non-sequiturs and eclectic diversions, not to men-
tion the naïve drawing and painting style of this and later books, particularly 
appealed. . . .  Maira helped found a new genre of picture books that employed 
kinetic type composition as an expressive means of marrying word and image. . . .
Maira’s major protagonist, a dog named Max, became an instant classic, win-
ning children’s hearts and book awards.” —Eye Magazine

Max’s dream is to live in Paris and be a poet—even though no one will buy his 
poems and he is penniless. But living in New York City isn’t so bad. Where else 
could he have friends like Bruno, who paints invisible pictures, or Marcello, who 
builds upside-down houses?

Max Makes a Million is a fun, jazzy tale filled with Maira Kalman’s signature bright 
and imaginative illustrations. Children will delight in the rhythm and sound of 
her poetic sentences read out loud, and root for Max the dog as he follows his big-
city dreams.
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“The Night of Wishes is a kind of goofy Paradise Lost for middle-schoolers. You 
can’t get much better than that.” —The New York Times Book Review 

It’s 5pm on New Year’s Eve in the Villa Nightmare, and as Shadow Sorcery Minister 
Beelzebub Preposteror’s thumb-striking clock counts down each hour with an 
“Ouch!”, Minister Preposteror draws closer to missing his midnight deadline for 
fulfilling his annual quota of evil deeds and being “foreclosed.” Up against a tight 
deadline and threats from His Hellish Excellency, the Minister of Pitch Darkness 
himself, Preposteror has all but given up when the arrival of an unexpected visitor 
promises hope: his aunt, the witch Tyrannia Vampirella, who proposes that they 
work together to brew the Notion Potion, a powerful formula that will grant all 
their evil wishes.

The Night of Wishes, from The Neverending Story author Michael Ende, anticipates 
the world of Harry Potter: a world in which magic is not only very real, and wielded 
by both forces good and evil, but also bureaucratized, with its practitioners fitting 
into a tightly regulated hierarchical system.

Michael Ende (1929–1995) was a best-selling German author of children’s fiction
and fantasy. His works have been translated into 40 languages and adapted into 
films, plays, and operas. Ende is best known for the epic The Neverending Story, as 
well as Jim Button, Momo, and The Night of Wishes.

Regina Kehn is an illustrator of children’s books and is based in Hamburg, Germany.
She has illustrated the works of Michael Ende, Daniil Kharms, Cornelia Funke, 
Otfried Preussler, and Franz Kafka, among others.

Heike Schwarzbauer and Rick Takvorian are translators of German literature from
1967 to 1974.

“This is a good book for grandfathers—in fact for any relatives of youngsters 
whose constant plea is, ‘Tell us a story.’. . .  Jim is an old-fashioned character 
with a repertoire of gentle humorous fantasies, and youngsters are likely to be 
back as regularly as Derry for more of these tales of magic islands in the fog and 
of rooks with a taste for Little Boy Pie.” —The New York Times

Like the award-winning The Little Bookroom, Eleanor Farjeon’s Jim at the Corner 
is a collection of loosely related stories, perfect for reading aloud. These seafaring 
tales begin on a street corner in London, where Jim, a retired sailor, spends his 
days, passing the time telling a curious boy named Derry about life aboard his 
ship, the Rocking Horse. In the tradition of Robert Louis Stevenson’s A Child’s 
Garden of Verses and Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories, Farjeon’s tales of talking 
sea serpents and stew-eating chimpanzees bring the far near and turn ordinary weather
into an astrological adventure. With pen-and-ink illustrations by the maritime mas-
ter artist Edward Ardizzone, Jim at the Corner is an old-fashioned adventure for the 
eyes and the ears.

Eleanor Farjeon (1881–1965) is the author of Elsie Piddock Skips in her Sleep, 
Martin Pippin in the Apple Orchard, and the award-winning The Little Bookroom,
published by The New York Review Children’s Collection. After her death, the 
Children’s Book Circle established the Eleanor Farjeon Award in her honor.

Edward Ardizzone (1900–1979) illustrated works by Eleanor Farjeon, Dylan Thomas,
and Robert Louis Stevenson, in addition to writing and illustrating his own books, 
including the celebrated Little Tim series.

JIM AT THE CORNER 

ELEANOR FARJEON
Illustrated by 
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“A poetic story which rests heavily on the folk traditions of the Western Isles 
and which contains much of that poetry of language and conception native to the 
traditional Scots.” —Kirkus Reviews

Fiona McConville is a child of the Western Isles whose family left the fishing life 
and their home on the small islet of Ron Mor for the Scottish mainland when Fiona 
was six. But city life doesn’t suit Fiona so at age ten she is sent back to her beloved 
isles to live with her grandparents. There she learns more about her mother’s strange 
ways with the seals and seabirds; she hears stories of the selkies, mythological crea-
tures that are half seal and half human; and she wonders about her baby brother, 
Jamie, who disappeared during the island evacuation but whom fishermen claim to 
have seen. Fiona determines to find Jamie and strikes up a friendship with her older 
cousin Rory to enlist his help. When her grandparents are suddenly threatened with 
eviction, Fiona and Rory put their plans into action.

Secret of the Ron Mor Skerry is a magical story of the power of place and family his-
tory, interwoven with Scottish folklore. Rosalie K. Fry’s novel was the basis for John 
Sayles’s classic 1994 film The Secret of Roan Inish and is back in print now for the 
first time in decades.

Rosalie K. Fry (1911–1992) was born in Vancouver Island. She attended school 
in Swansea, Wales, and then the Central School of Arts and Crafts in London. She 
served in the Women’s Royal Naval Service from 1939 to 1945 and lived most of 
her adult life in Swansea.

SECRET OF THE 
RON MOR SKERRY 
Written and illustrated by 
ROSALIE K. FRY
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UNCLE

J.P. MARTIN
Illustrated by 
QUENTIN BLAKE
Now in Paperback
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“This is fantasy in the grand style; in the tradition of Lear and Graham. Younger 
readers will take it at face value and enjoy it thoroughly. Older readers will be able 
to see into the depths of these adventures.” —The Times Educational Supplement

If you think Babar is the only storybook elephant with a cult following, then 
you haven’t met Uncle, the presiding pachyderm of a wild fictional universe that 
has been collecting accolades from children and adults for going on fifty years. 
Each Uncle story introduces a new character from Uncle’s madcap world: Signor 
Guzman, careless keeper of the oil lakes; Noddy Ninety, an elderly train conductor 
and the oldest student of Dr. Lyre’s Select School for Young Gentlemen; the propri-
etors of Cheapman’s Store (where motorbikes are a halfpenny each) and Dearman’s 
Store (where the price of an old milk jug goes up daily); along with many others. But 
for every delightful friend of Uncle, there is a foe who is no less deliriously wicked. 

Quentin Blake’s quirky illustrations are the perfect complement to J. P. Martin’s 
stories, each one of a perfect length for bedtime reading. Lovers of Roald Dahl and 
William Steig will rejoice in Uncle’s wonderfully bizarre and happy world, where 
the good guys always come out on top, and once a year, everybody, good and bad, 
sits down together for an enormous Christmas feast.

J. P. Martin (1880–1966) was born in Scarborough in 1880. He published his Uncle
stories at the urging of his children. After the last war, he moved to the village of 
Timberscombe in Somerset, where he served in the small chapel until his death.

Quentin Blake is one of Britain’s best-loved and most successful illustrators and chil-
dren’s authors. He has illustrated nearly 300 books, won many awards and prizes, and 
was made a CBE in 2005. He was appointed the first Children’s Laureate in 1999.
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“Pinkwater is the uniquest. And so are his books. Each uniquer than the last. . . . 
A delight in oddness. A magic that’s not like anyone else’s.” —Neil Gaiman

“No author has ever captured the great fun of being weird, growing up as a happy 
mutant, unfettered by convention, as well as Pinkwater has. . . It’s one of those 
books that, in the right hands at the right time, can change your life for the better 
and forever.” —Cory Doctorow, BoingBoing.net

Things Victor loves: pizza with anchovies, grape soda, B movies aired at midnight, 
the evening news. And with his parents off at a resort and his older sister shirking 
her babysitting duties, Victor has plenty of time to indulge himself and to try a few 
things he’s been curious about. Exploring the nearby city of Hogboro, he runs into 
a curious character known as the Chicken Man (a reference to his companion, an 
intelligent hen named Claudia who lives under his hat). The Chicken Man speaks 
brilliant nonsense, but he seems to be hip to the lizard musicians (real lizards, 
not men in lizard suits) who’ve begun appearing on Victor’s television after the 
broadcast of the late-late movie. Are the lizards from outer space? From “other 
space”? Together Victor and the Chicken Man, guided by the able Claudia, journey 
to the lizards’ floating island, a strange and fantastic place that operates with an 
inspired logic of its own.

Daniel Pinkwater has written about one hundred books, many of them good. Lizard
Music was almost the first one he wrote, and remains his personal favorite. It is 
entirely his own work, and the story that it was discovered as a manuscript inserted 
in a bale of banana leaves, probably to increase the weight, is merely legend, and 
without foundation in fact.
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