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www.carmelsdesigns.com.au

Carmel’s Designs & Homewares
Shop 20 Peninsular, The Esplanade,  
MOOLOOLABA QLD 4557 
Phone/Fax: 07 5444 6946

21B James Street, BURLEIGH HEADS QLD 4220 
Phone/Fax: 07 5535 9255

Shop 1 & 2, 212 David Low Way 
PEREGIAN BEACH QLD 4573 
Phone: 07 5471 3332

•  Lounge Apparel •  Vigorella •  Mesop
•  Morgan Marks •  Emu Australia  
•  Elk Accessories •  Papaya Homewares
  and much more ...

ART DATES

A smile is a universal symbol of happiness 
and feeling good. Bowing, handshaking, 
and hugging can all have varying meanings 
across cultures, but a smile is a smile in 
anybody’s language. 

SOREN MOLINEUX, 26, and Bede Carmine, 30, are two 
Sunshine Coast locals whose smiles are as infectious as their 
positivity and enthusiasm. Behind their smiles is the concept 
which underpins their burgeoning and innovative clothing 
company, established three years ago. 

The aptly named Smile Clothing’s premise is brilliantly  
simple: “Give first. Wear second. For every item of clothing  
we sell, we will donate a school uniform or t-shirt to a child  
in need.”

Smile, a for profit company, designs and produces a range 
of men’s and women’s casual clothing, which is sold online. 
Built into the price of the garment is the cost of producing 
and delivering a t-shirt or school uniform. At regular intervals, 
Smile makes a “clothing drop” to deliver the donor clothing to 
impoverished communities.

So far, Smile Clothing has given away 5000 garments to 
children in countries such as Indonesia, Cambodia, Sri Lanka, 
Kenya and India. That’s something to smile about. 

But Soren, a business banker at a major bank with a degree  
in international business, and Bede, a construction worker 
who has spent the past four years working on yachts in the 
Caribbean, Europe and South America, are quick to deflect 
any personal praise for what most people see as selfless work.

“We are nothing special at all,” says Soren. “We are almost  
the polar opposite of anything fantastic. People say it’s selfless 
– incorrect. Because the feeling of giving and doing what we 
do is so good, it’s so much better than anything else you can 
do that’s selfish.”

They believe there is a strong trend for businesses to give back 
to the community or environment in some way. The “one for 
one modality” of their company is a model which they see as 
part of the way of the future for business. They describe the 
main aim of Smile as being “a conduit” between the people 
who want to help and the people who need it.

“People are expecting that companies are offering some kind 
of difference other than simply making a profit,” says Bede.  

“The future of commerce has to be about more than trading,” 
says Soren. >
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“Five thousand garments for kids is epic, and we’re so proud of 
it. But the main effect on a macro scale will start happening 
when Bede and I are meeting industry leaders and people who 
are on directorship boards for massive food groups.”

Thinking big comes naturally for these young entrepreneurs 
who have known each other “since we were little” and grew up 
together on the Sunshine Coast, bonded by a mutual passion for 
surfing and an innate social conscience. They spent years travel-
ling and surfing together and with other friends off the beaten 
track in Indonesia, where they met people who were living in 
extreme poverty yet were welcoming and giving.

On one of these trips, Soren gave some local children some 

We believe that dental health is just a component of your  
all over well-being. 
We would like to help you find the answer to better health.
By sharing our knowledge - from amalgam fillings (metal) 
and root canal treated teeth, to the perfect mix of a healthy 
diet and lifestyle tailored specifically for you.  

Find the balance and feel great!

Dr Alex Dietz - Dental Surgeon

16 Sunshine Beach Road, Noosa Junction (above surf-shop) 
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t-shirts he had brought from home. The emotional reaction of 
the children was so profound that he credits this experience with 
sparking the idea for Smile Clothing years later. 

“It struck a chord with all of us,” he says. “I’d never felt anything 
quite like it. From that moment on I thought ‘how easy is doing 
something so good?’”

Fast forward several years and Soren was sitting with a couple of  
buddies one day at a coffee shop. He floated the idea of Smile, 
and the company was born. 

Those buddies were Shaun Denaro and Jesse Kirley, who remain  
financial partners and staunch supporters of Smile Clothing. 
It was almost a natural progression when Bede was invited to 

join the company whilst he was overseas about 18 months ago. 
He had asked Soren to send over some t-shirts so that he could 
deliver them to children in Kenya. 

“Soren and I spent a lot of time while we were travelling talking 
philosophy,” says Bede. “We share a similar philosophy. I think 
from the moment I knew what was driving Smile, I believed in it 
and I just did it. More than anything we believe in this shift, this 
conscious effort to make a difference in the world.” 

Soren and Bede, who still both surf every day and travel at every  
opportunity, refuse to be labelled with particular titles within  
the company, preferring to describe their positions simply as  
“worker bees”.

“To me, Smile has never been my company, or Bede’s company,” 
says Soren. “It’s a collective of people who all believe in something.

“People always say to me and Bede, ‘why do you do it?’ And we 
always say ‘why not?’ It’s such a simple answer, but it makes sense. 
We don’t give to make money, but we have to make money so we 
can give.

“We want to sell 100,000 garments so we can give 100,000  
garments. But I think it’s achievable. I think with Smile, a 
nything’s achievable.” 

smileclothing.com

FOR EXTRA SALT visit saltmagazine.com.au to see more 
photos of the Smile Clothing boys and their clothing drops.




