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Not to rub it in, but if you weren’t able to attend the ICC Benefit, Hearts for 
Hope, this past April, you really missed an unforgettable event! David Monn, 
LLC amazed guests yet again with stunning décor, and the infamous 
mashed potato bar was back t hanks to Olivier Cheng Catering and Events.  

Our auction grew significantly this year and between auction and raffle items, 
it seems as though everyone left with a fabulous prize. Our new addition this 
year, a live auction, was a phenomenal success. We credit that, in large part, 
to our amazing Master of Ceremonies, John Tartaglia, who kept the crowd 
laughing while he engaged our highest bidders. It was one of the highlights 
of the evening, in addition to presenting the Heart of Incarnation award to 
Kathleen Bridges Cudahy, a long-time supporter of the Center.  

Special thanks go out to Samantha Rudin Earls and Angela Schonberg, our 
dedicated co-chairs, and Vivia Costalas, a true ICC angel who helps keep 
our event on track. Of course we would also like to thank our countless 
sponsors, donors and supporters. We couldn’t have done it without you…and 
wouldn’t want to!   

If you’d like to see more photos from the event, please visit our photo gallery 
at www.incarnationchildrenscenter.org/pages/photo-gallery   
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Hearts for Hope 

2015 Photo Gallery 
Honoree Kathleen Bridges Cudahy 
and husband Gabriel Samuels 
 

Hearts for Hope Co-Chairs Angela 
Schonberg and Samantha Rudin 
Earls 
 

ICC Executive Director Carolyn 
Castro and ICC Board President 
James Cameron 
 
 
 
Kathleen Cudahy and friends 
 

ICC Board members, Monsignor 
Thomas Leonard and Monsignor 
Kevin Sullivan 
 

Long-time donor and supporter 
Jamie Fitzgerald and husband 
 
 
 
From left to right: William Rudin, 
Samantha Rudin Earls (ICC Board 
member), David Earls, Ophelia Rudin  
and guest 
 

Hearts for Hope Co-Chair Angela 
Schonberg and friends 
 
 

Hearts for Hope Co-Chair, Samantha 
Rudin Earls and friends 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. & Mrs. Sidney Migdon and friend 
 
Honoree Kathleen Bridges Cudahy 
and daughter, Mary Kate Cudahy 
 
Catholic Charities Executive Director 
Msgr. Kevin Sullivan (3rd from left) 
and Catholic Charities staff and 
supporters 
 
 
 
The stunning décor was thanks to 
the amazing creative team of David 
Monn, LLC. 
 

Catering provided by Olivier Cheng 
Catering and Events, with special 
thanks to Vivia Costalas and 
Charmaine of Floris Special Events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These are two of the eight murals 
created by ICC residents that were 
on display for the event. Especially 
expressive with a powerful message 
about living with HIV, we are so 
proud of the artists for their bravery 
and creativity. 
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We appreciate our volunteers! 
On Thursday April 16th, 2015, ICC celebrated National Volunteer Appreciation week. 
Five volunteers were able to attend. Our volunteers and interns are valuable to helping 
to maintain a pleasurable quality of life for our residents. Volunteers and interns at ICC 
make a difference by helping residents with homework, serving as mentors, 
chaperoning outings, and engaging in activities (just to list a few things that our 
volunteers do for the residents of ICC). To all of our volunteers and interns: We 
appreciate the way you help others with compassion and empathy. Our gratitude for 
the work you do is immeasurable. You are admired, valued, and treasured for making 
a difference every day. You help us create a positive environment and we're glad to 
have you as a part of our ICC family.  
 

byline 
[Name] 

G a r d e n i n g  w i t h  D e l o i t t e  
On June 5th, nine energetic volunteers put on their gardening gloves to help spruce the 
backyard and rooftop vegetable gardens. Somnath, team leader, helped to manage every detail 
to make the day a success. Not only did we get our vegetable garden planted, but we managed 
to get all of our front planters done as well as the backyard! The team of hard-working  
volunteers even worked throughout the day in the rain! 

The ICC kids now have a beautiful new 
space to play, relax, and spend time with 
their peers, away from the stresses of 
medication and daily life.  They will even 
use the vegetables and herbs they grow in 
the cooking/ nutrition program led by our 
staff dietician. 
Our heartfelt thanks to the Deloitte 
volunteers, Catholic Charities of NY for 
making the connection and to the Columbia 
University Neighborhood Fund and Deloitte 
for their sponsorship of the project.  

Welcome to our new Music Therapist! 

  

Thanks to a generous grant from the Starlight Children’s Foundation of NY*NJ* CT, ICC was 
able to hire music therapist, Alexandra Leff, to work part-time hours with the children and  
teens at ICC. Through groups and individual sessions, Alexandra will be an integral part of  
the treatment team, helping our residents cope with illness, treatment, separation from family  

and friends, as well as the other complex personal and psychosocial issues they are  
dealing with. The healing power of music.has been especially useful with the ICC  
residents and we are thrilled to welcome Alexandra to the treatment team! 
To learn more about the uses of music therapy, please visit: www.musictherapy.org 
To learn more about the amazing work that the Starlight Children’s Foundation does, 
 please visit: www.starlight.org  

Want to help  
but not sure how? 

 Here are some ways you 
can get involved! 

 

 Sponsor a child’s birthday 
 Donate items in need 
(batteries, DVDs, etc) 

 Volunteer to become a 
tutor, chaperone or mentor 

 Plan an ICC Fundraiser! 
 Find out about your 
company’s matching 
program 

 Talk to us about Planned 
Giving 

 Donate just by shopping 
using AmazonSmile or iGive 

 Donate in someone’s honor 
or memory in lieu of a gift 

 Sign up to be a monthly 
sponsor 

 

For more information about any 
of the above, please visit us at 
www.incarnationchildrenscenter.

org/pages/ways-to-donate 
 

Or contact Meagan Frederick at 
212-928-2590 x127 or 

mfrederick@incarnationchildrens
center.org 
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 Giraffes in Washington Heights! 

  

NY Auto Show Trip 
On April 8, 2015 the residents of ICC 
visited the NY International Auto Show 
at the Jacob Javits Center in New York 
City.  Some residents stated that they 
were so excited, because they’d 
always wanted to go to the Auto Show, 
but were never able to in the past.  As 
they walked in and saw the sheer size 
of the venue, filled with brand new 
cars, they were amazed.  The 
residents’ excitement only increased 
as they realized that they were able to 
sit in some of the cars as well, allowing 
them to imagine what it would be like 
to own and drive the cars that they’d 
been admiring! Their eyes really lit up 
when they arrived at the exotic car 
section and were able to see 
Lamborghinis, Ferraris and 
more.  They took tons of pictures to 
remember the day and talked about it 
all the way home. Thank you to our 
donors, whose contributions allow us 
to continue to schedule weekly 
recreational trips such as this. 
 

On Tuesday, April 22nd, volunteers Kelly 
and Teddy came to make handmade 
giraffes with the residents as part of “Hike 
the Heights New York”.	  Hike the Heights is 
an annual community hike and celebration 
in northern Manhattan parks. This family-
friendly event invites New Yorkers to 
explore and celebrate the area’s natural 
treasures by combining physical activity, art, 
and fun! The Eleventh Annual Hike the 
Heights was on Saturday, June 6, 
2015.  The day consisted of hikes along the 
Giraffe Path and a community celebration in 
Highbridge Park. The residents had a 
wonderful time and enjoyed making their 
creations (photo, right) in preparation for the 
event. It was a pleasant social evening 
activity and we are grateful to the event 
staff, especially Kelly and Teddy for 
including the ICC children.  
 

Have You Seen? 
We recently launched a new website! With a fresh look and new photos, we have also updated our 
Donation page, making it easier than ever to find ways to become involved with ICC. If you haven’t already, 
please check it out at: 

www.incarnationchildrenscenter.org 

Art Therapy Program 
thanks	 to	 the	 Keith	 Haring	 Foundation	 

Thanks to a generous grant from the Keith Haring 
Foundation, ICC was able to continue the indispensable art 
therapy program and the healing work it provides to ICC 
residents. Robin O’Hare, MA, LCAT, ATR-BC works with our 
children and teens both individually and in groups. The daily 
and weekly art sessions provide an emotional outlet for the 
children, as well as help them work through current issues. 
Projects range from drawings and paintings to three 
dimensional work and murals. The large scale murals seen 
to the right were on display at the annual Hearts for Hope 
Benefit and were greatly received. These are just two of the 
8 murals that were on display that night. Residents also 
worked with Robin on pieces submitted to Express Yourself, 
an annual art show sponsored by Artworks, the Naomi 
Cohain Foundation. These various outlets have allowed ICC 
residents to feel valued for both their work and who they are. 
We strive to continue this program in the spirit of Keith 
Haring’s vision and life’s work, using art as the powerful 
expressive medium it is.   


