
This past holiday season, the staff, volunteers, donors and children of ICC

were blessed with a visit from New York City’s Archbishop Timothy Dolan.

He was instantly welcomed by staff and children alike as everyone was

thrilled to meet the new Archbishop. His smile and warmth emanated

throughout the building while he was here, as he made sure to say hello and

shake the hand of every staff, child and visitor in the Center. He thanked

each staff member for the work they do, while we were eager to thank him

for taking the time out of his busy schedule to visit us and the children.

Our youngest resident of nine months seemed to
be particularly fond of Archbishop Dolan, as he
fell asleep in his arms for almost the entirety of the
visit (after playing with his cross, of course!).

The Archbishop has been known to have a gentle
calming effect on everyone he encounters, and we
certainly witnessed this with our youngest resident!

His visit was a wonderful way to celebrate the
holiday season for all of us at Incarnation. Our
thanks to Archbishop Dolan and his staff for making
this visit happen, and for their support of ICC.

We welcome Archbishop Dolan back anytime he’d
like to visit and lull another little one to sleep for us!
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Animal Assisted Therapy Article, Page 4



Lorem Ipsum Dolor

2

Thank you to all of our holiday donors who made
Christmas a very special day for all of the kids at ICC!

Archbishop Dolan’s Holiday visit to Incarnation
Anthony and Dina Diodato (left) and Sandra and Jennifer Tytel (right)

Generous, longtime donors pose for a picture with the Archbishop at our annual holiday party.

Rhonda is one of our most dedicated volunteers.
Not only is she consistent and dependable, but
she volunteers in both heart and spirit, making
her a very special volunteer. From exploring
religious studies with children who request it to
assisting on Saturday trips, the ICC residents
know that she is there for them. She helps with
homework, offers advice, supports and comforts
when it’s needed. She makes jokes and brings
laughter and smiles to the kids and the staff. We
could go on because her service to ICC has
become invaluable over the years. Rhonda
strives to make a difference because she truly
cares. We are grateful for her service and are
lucky to have her at ICC.

Volunteer Spotlight:

Rhonda Fell
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Staff member Jasmine Leon (left) with
Rhonda at Volunteer Appreciation Day

From our youngest residents to our
oldest teenagers, Rhonda has a special
way of working with youth of all ages!
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Staff Spotlight:
Annette Payano

Annette Payano, has been a
Certified Nursing Assistant at ICC
since 1993. Affectionately known
as “Nano,” to all residents and co-
workers, each afternoon Annette
greets everyone at ICC with a
smile. Hard working,
compassionate and dedicated are
only a few of Annette’s
distinguishing qualities.

After 14 years as a CNA, Annette
decided to move her career to the
next level and further her
education. Over the past 18
months, Annette has continued to
work full time at ICC as well as
attend nursing school. She is highly
respected by her co-workers, so
much in fact, that they donated
many of their own vacation days to
her so that she could take time off
to complete her schooling. In
November 2009, all her hard work
paid off. Annette became a
Licensed Practical Nurse, passing
her licensing exam on the first try!

Congratulations Annette and good
luck in your new career!

Don’t forget to buy your tickets for the Hearts for
Hope Event on Thursday, March 25th!

Tickets available online at
www.incarnationchildrenscenter.org
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Resident Spotlight:

… will be graduating from his school, the
Greenburgh North Castle Academy Green, in
June 2010. He has been attending their
Hospitality and Hotel Management program for
the past year. He hopes to pursue career
opportunities and further training in this field
through VESID.
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The Tony Alt Foundation
Incarnation Children’s Center was fortunate to be the recipient of two very generous
monetary awards from the Tony Alt Foundation. The Tony Alt Foundation was
founded in 2005 in memory of Anthony T. Alt, Jr. “Tony” known as a witty, fun loving
guy who always had a smile and a great desire to help those in less fortunate
circumstances. Besides his passion for his own family, Tony was a great believer in the
rights of children and their opportunity to succeed in their dreams.

When Tony passed away suddenly, a Foundation in his name was established “to create
opportunities for organizations and individuals in furthering their needs by providing
funding to doctors and hospital groups that specialize in the care and cure of children
with cancer and other catastrophic diseases.” Through the generous support of the

Tony Alt Foundation, ICC has been able to continue to provide
the exceptional level of care that our children require. The

Foundation’s commitment to caring has made a huge difference in
the lives of ICC residents. Our sincere gratitude to the
Tony Alt Foundation! For more information on The Tony
Alt Foundation, go to http://tamfi.org

Animal Assisted Therapy
Through the Good Dog Foundation and program coordinator, Sue Nastassi, the children
at ICC have been lucky enough to have three consistent pet therapy teams for regular
weekly visits. Animal assisted therapy has existed for years and can be found throughout
hospitals, medical centers and nursing homes across the country. Research has found that
the presence of animals and the connection they form with people can aid in healing, stress
relief and overall emotional well-being. Sherri Powers and her miniature bulldog Cooper
have been coming weekly to visit the children since June of 2007, and the children giggle
with delight when they show up. Stephie Rojas and her larger French bulldog, Winston,
elicit smiles from the older children, who love his awkward bulldog stance and lazy love
for attention. Our third bulldog Cowboy comes with Marie and Colin Moore, and our
boys get so excited to play catch, which Cowboy can do for hours! The dogs not only
provide affection to the children, but they are friends, confidantes and playmates. Our
thanks to the Good Dog Foundation and their loyal, faithful teams who visit our children
each week. For information about how to become a pet therapy team, please visit
www.thegooddogfoundation.org or contact Meagan Frederick at 212-928-2590 x27 or
mfrederick@incarnationchildrenscenter.org.

3

… graduated from the YABC program at the
George Washington High School Campus. She
will be pursuing volunteer opportunities at
Terence Cardinal Cooke nursing home for now
and hopes to be accepted to an X-Ray technician
program at CUNY for September 2010.

… will be graduating from Art and Technology
High School at the Martin Luther King High
School Campus in June 2010. He hopes to
pursue job training and career opportunities
through VESID.
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… will be graduating from the YABC program at
the George Washington High School Campus in
June 2010. She will be receiving a Regents
diploma and has applied to CUNY for admission
in September 2010. She is interested in
becoming a certified home health aide as a future
career.
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Sherri Powers & her dog Cooper visit with the ICC
residents every week. They love when Cooper comes!


