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Nursing Week

“We must find time to stop and thank the people who 
make a difference in our lives” - John F. Kennedy

This year we celebrated National Nurses Week from May 6th to 
May 12th. This annual event is an opportunity for us to thank our 
nursing staff for working tirelessly, day and night, to care for the 
ICC residents, provide them comfort and teach them how to care 
for themselves. The staff were treated to breakfast, lunch and din-
ner throughout the week, and received small gifts as small tokens 
of our appreciation. Our heartfelt gratitude goes out to our amaz-
ing CNA’s and Nurses, who care for the children and adolescents 
as if they were their own. Without the dedication and passion of 
this remararkable team, we wouldn’t be able to provide the excep-
tional care that we do. We are forever grateful for their service.

Hearts for Hope Gala 2017

This year’s annual event did not disappoint! The star-stud-
ded evening included not only the 2017 honoree and 

President of Kiehl’s USA, Chris Salgardo  and our Master of 
Ceremonies and co-host of HGTV’s Kitchen Cousins, An-
thony Carrino, but also guests such as actors Grant Reyn-
olds, Jay Ellis, Nina Senicar and Miss J Alexander. A motor-
cycle adorned the stage with dramatic flair to bring attention 
to the work of our honoree in supporting Kiehl’s LifeRide for 
amfAR in a search for a cure for AIDS. 

The ICC residents were in attendence both physically to 
present Mr. Salgardo with his award, but also in spirit, as 
their portraits were hung in the gallery in a colorful display 
representing each distinct personality. The night wouldn’t be 
complete without the stunning decor and creative vision of 
David Monn, who impressed guests with magnificent topi-
aries and branches garnished with tealights high overhead.

We are thrilled to announce that the event brought in over 
$120,000 of much-needed funds that go directly to caring for 
the children of ICC. Thanks to all who attended, bid on auc-
tion items or donated. We are grateful for your support of the 
event and we hope to see you again next year!

    Did you know?
Out of  the 39,513 new HIV diagnoses in the U.S. in 2015, 31,991 diagno-
ses were among adult and adolescent males (13 years or older), 7,402 
among adult and adolescent females, and 120 among children younger 
than 13 years.*                                        *https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/statistics/overview/
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Hearts for Hope Gala 2017
  ... hosted by Anthony Carrino, HGTV Co-Host of Kitchen Cousins, Honoring Chris Salgardo, President of Kiehl’s Since 1851, USA



Creating a Memorial Garden With Barclays

Despite the blazing heat in the middle of May, thirteen dedicated volunteers from Barclay’s braved the weather 
to help create Incarnation’s new Memorial Garden. Thanks to the connection through Catholic Charities of 

NYC, ICC was lucky to have the help of Barcaly’s in making this garden a reality. The idea of a Memorial Garden 
was inspired by the recent death of a former resident, in order to commemorate his life and honor the loss of the 
ICC community.
Barclay’s volunteers, led by team leader Kathryn Nogel, spent hours in rare 90 degree heat wiedling power tools to 
assemble the 16 elevated cedar beds that now reside on the roof deck of the Center. Volunteers did an amazing job 
working together to get the beds built so that the ICC residents could fill them with herbs, vegetables and flowers. 

The culmination of the day was the memorial service held that evening, where residents and staff planted flowers 
and seeds in memory of their lost friend. Everyone who attended the memorial service was tearful, but thankful 
for the opportunity to remember his life by creating new life in this new special garden. We are grateful to the 
Barcaly’s team for their time and commitment to this project. It will forever be a beautiful and heartrending part 
of the Center.

AIDS Walk 2017
On May 21st, residents, staff, volunteers and friends of Incar-
nation Children’s Center joined 20,000 other New Yorkers in 
this year’s AIDS Walk.  Every year, scores of people come in 
support benefitting dozens of tri-state AIDS sevice organiza-
tions.  The weather was beautiful, with reasonable tempera-
tures and a cloudless sky, which made the day even better.  
Together, we walked the entire 5 mile route, through Cen-
tral Park and down Riverside Drive. When everyone crossed 
the finish line, back inside Central Park, they knew that they 
were part of something special.

This years walk raised 
over $4.5 million dollars.  
The energy that was felt 
throughout the day was 
amazing and everyone is 
already looking forward 
to next year!

Go Mets!
Thanks to the generosity of the Samantha Rudin Earls and 
Michael Rudin, the residents of Incarnation Children’s Cen-
ter were treated to an amazing opportunity, the chance to 
watch the New York Mets play the San Diego Padres from 
a luxury suite at Citi Field.  Some of the residents had never 
been to a baseball game, so imagine their amazement when 
they walked into the luxury suite and got their first view 
of the baseball field below.  They were also treated to  deli-
cious cheeseburgers from Shake 
Shack, which only enhanced 
their experience.  The Mets vic-
tory was the “cherry on top” to a 
perfect evening.  

Thank you to the Rudin family 
for always finding ways to en-
rich our resident’s lives!
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Thank You and 
Farewell

Cristal Carrion, a Lehman    
College undergraduate 

student in the Therapeutic Rec-
reation Program, began her 
internship in September 2016, 
and was immediately embraced 

by children and staff alike. Ask any resident, and they can 
attest to how much fun they had when Cristal was around. 
She co-lead resident outings, orchestrated trivia groups and 
created her own version of TV game night. 
Cristal also took on a more serious role at times and pre-
sented an in-service to the staff and residents on HIV/
AIDS education. After completion of her internship at ICC, 
Cristal is expected to graduate this May . Her plan is to sit 
for the exam to become a Certified Therapeutic Recreation 
Specialist and become a part of the Therapeutic Recreation 
movement. 
We wanted to thank Cristal for her work at ICC, wish her 
congratulations on her graduation and send much luck in 
all of her future endeavors!

Holiday Success

Christmas may seem like ages ago, but the ICC resi-
dents and staff are still reeling from the generosity 

of so many. We wanted to take a moment (although 
belated)  to again thank each and every one of our 
donors who helped make the holidays truly special 
for the ICC children. They opened countless gifts on 
Christmas morning and were thrilled with their new 
clothes and electronics. On the rare occasion we had 
a duplicate donation, some gifts were saved to use for 
birthday celebrations throughout the year.
If you are interested in donating a gift that will go di-
rectly to a child at ICC, please visit our donation page 
https://www.incarnationchildrenscenter.org/pages/general-wish-list 
or contact Meagan Frederick at 212-928-2590 x127 or 
mfrederick@incarnationchildrenscenter.org

Thanks to the New York Dominican Officers Organization

Building blocks are not just for children anymore. Thanks to the New York Dominican Officers Organization, 
residents received a bountiful donation of Nano Lego building blocks, puzzles and more. Our residents as 

young as 10 years of age, enjoyed creating and building with the miniature wonders. However, it was our young 
adults who really took to building the miniature sculptures. They spend hours and day after day building their 
miniature replica guitars, exotic birds, historical landmark buildings and more. It’s always nice to take your 
mind off the day to day stress of life to just enjoying engaging in an activity for sheer pleasure.
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Want to be a hero? 
Become a birthday sponsor!  
You can be the difference between a 
child being happy on their birthday or 
feeling lost and forgotten. Visit: https://
www.incarnationchildrenscenter.org/
pages/adopt-a-child-for-their-birthday-1 
or contact Meagan Frederick at 212-928-
2590 x127 to learn more.


