
Dental 
Students know 
how to party 
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Former NBA stars Tom Hoover and Nate 
“Tiny” Archibald came to visit the ICC 
children during the holidays. 
 
NEVER TOO LATE to grant a wish! For a 
birthday or for the program year-round. 
See the list for much needed items. 
 
Help Portrait does it again… 
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Legends of 
Basketball 

The group “Statement Arts” came to spread 
some early holiday cheer by serenading staff and 
residents with Christmas carols in early 
December! 
 
SAVE THE DATE: Our Annual Auction and 
Benefit will be held on April 23, 2015 
 
A Bittersweet Farewell …  
Nordeane Santiago, LPN 
 
Another Five Star Year 

4 

A Caroling 
They Came 

The Columbia University Dental Students 
came with crafts, gifts and holiday cheer 
during their annual sponsored holiday 
party for the children 
 
THANK YOU to our wonderful holiday 
donors! 
 
Want to sponsor a party too? You can! 

Thank You! 
We are so grateful for each and every person who took the time to 
send a gift for our children this holiday season. Whether it was a toy 
drive at work, or a gift from our Amazon wish list, each item was 
greatly appreciated and made for a truly memorable Christmas 
morning for the children.  Children and teens alike were heard 
squealing with glee while opening their presents and there were 
several remarks that this was “the best Christmas ever!” We 
couldn’t have done it without you! 
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National Basketball Retired Players 
Association: Legends of Basketballs NYC Metro Chapter 

Two true legends of basketball came to visit the ICC children 
for a wonderfully memorable evening. According to their 
website “As Members of an elite group of professionals, we 
recognize that we have been blessed to have reached this 
pinnacle and with this achievement comes the responsibility to 
give back to our communities any way possible. Thus it is 
incumbent on us to continue to mentor our youth via our 
scholarship mentoring programs, to be supportive in times of 
crisis, to provide food at Thanksgiving to the homeless, and 
Christmas cheer and toys to our children who have so little. 
We as an organization and as individuals will never forget the 
communities from which we have come, and we will always be 
ready to provide assistance whenever it is needed.” Former 
NBA players Tom Hoover and Nate “Tiny” Archibald treated 
the children to photo ops, Christmas gifts and a Q&A session 
where they talked about their former careers as basketball 
legends. Most memorable, however, is the inspiring advice Mr. 
Hoover and Mr. Archibald gave to the children about staying in 
school and working toward their dreams. Both Mr. Hoover and 
Mr. Archibald have had flourishing successful careers after their 
stint in the NBA, and are now dedicated to sharing their 
wisdom and experience with youth in the areas from which 
they came. The children each shared their career aspirations 
and the former basketball stars engaged them in dialog about 
how to stay on track. They were motivational and inspiring on 
so many levels; it is a visit the children will surely never forget. 
Our heartfelt thanks to the National Basketball Retired Players 
Association and specifically to two true Legends : both of 
Basketball and of life, Mr. Tom Hoover and Mr. Nate Archibald. 
Special thanks to Danielle Nicolo for helping make this visit 
happen as well. 

It’s Never Too Late to  
Grant A Wish … 
We are so grateful for all of our holiday donors, but there are 
still some items that we are missing. It’s never too late to 
donate an in-kind gift of supplies that we can use during the 
year, a birthday present or a monetary contribution that helps 
our program survive year-round! Below is a list of much 
needed items that we are a little low on, even after the 
holidays! 

 Batteries, size AA and AAA 

 DVDs: new releases 

 Portable DVD players 

 Game System controllers (Xbox One, Wii) 

 Video games for all systems 

 Umbrellas 

 Gift cards to Old Navy, Modell’s, Kohl’s, AMC 
Theatres, Bath and Body Works, iTunes, etc. (for 
birthday gifts throughout the year) 

 CD’s: top 40 

 MP3 players 
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Help Portrait Does It Again 
Help-Portrait is about GIVING the pictures, not taking them. These 
portraits aren’t for a portfolio, 
website, or sale.  It’s about 
giving people who otherwise people who otherwise couldn’t 
afford photography, a chance to 
capture a moment, a 
memory…and a whole lot 
more.  In December of 2010 
photographers affiliated with 
Help Portrait made their first 
visit to Incarnation Children’s 
Center.  There was such a connection between the photographers and 
the residents, that even though photographers usually rotate through 
sites, the photographers that came on that first day have come back 
every year since, now going on 5 years.  The photographers say that 
they enjoy coming back every year because Incarnation Children’s 
Center feels like a home. 
As the photographers set up their elaborate photo locations 
throughout the building and outside, weather permitting, the residents 
excitedly got themselves ready for their photo shoot.  The residents 

get their own individual photo sessions 
first, and then are able to take pictures with 
their peers or with staff members.  The 
photographers also teach the residents 
how to use their cameras and let the 
residents take pictures as well!  Nothing 
like some instant gratification...some photos 
are printed out during the day, and 
residents enjoy comparing their photos 
with their peers.  Thank you to our friends 
with Help Portrait, for always helping to 
make our residents feel special! 

Tom Hoover and Nate “Tiny” Archibald came to spread some holiday cheer for the ICC 
children. Posing for photographs and distributing gifts were just some of the highlights. 
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Thank you to our 
wonderful 
donors! 

Our holiday donors are the only reason we 
are able to provide such an exciting and 
meaningful Christmas morning to the children 
at ICC, let alone celebrate birthdays with a 
special gift or keep supplies in stock for the 
program year round. This is by no means a 
comprehensive list, but we wanted to thank 
some of the people who generously devoted 
time, funds and effort to make the holidays 
truly special for the ICC children.  

Special thanks go out to: 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony and Dina Diodato & 
Friends 
Mr. Bryan Robinson and Friends 
Mrs. Patricia Zachman & the Friends of Rockaway 
Ms. Jasmine Graham and Friends 
Ms. Kathleen Cudahy 
Ms. Sharon Lavin & the Team at Thomson Reuters 
Dr. Ruth Alejandro 
Ms. Colette Prophete & Holy Name of Jesus RC 
Church 
Ms. Erica Lam & NBCUniversal 
Mr. Kostas Katsavdakis 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Jennifer Straton 
Ms. Kim Queren and Friends at Pfizer 
Ms. Jeanette Rodriguez & Colleagues at Columbia 
Ms. Phyllis Nittoli and Hope Worldwide 
Mr. Joseph DiBartolo 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas and Cathleen Egan 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward and Eileen Cotty 
Mr. Robert Solomon & Friends 
Ms. Helaine Dandrea 
Dr. Margaret C. Heagarty 
Dr. Stephen Nicholas & Ms. Ellen Sargent 
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Singer 
Mr. & Mrs. Carrol A. Muccia, Jr. 
Goldfarb & Fleece LLP 
Ms. Naz Kamal 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Jovino 
Mr. William T. McCallum 
Ms. Nancy Seaman 
Ms. Jamie Ablett 
Ms. Greta Van Susteren 
Ms. Suzanne Scott 
Ms. Pamela Small 
 
And to all of our Amazon Wish List 
donors…we wish we had room to name  
each and every one of you! Thank You!!! 

Want to sponsor a 
party for the children? 
 
Contact Jasmine Edwards, Director of 
Therapeutic Recreation and Volunteers to 
find out more. 212-928-2590 x173 or 
jedwards@incarnationchildrenscenter.org 

In December, the Columbia University Dental Students brought their 
energy and enthusiasm (not to mention great samples of tooth related 
products and some learning tools for dental hygiene) to throw a one of a 
kind holiday extravaganza for the ICC children. There was a photo booth 
station set up to savor the memories and residents earned healthy goodie 
bags (consisting of baby carrots, delicious hummus, nuts and yogurt) for 
correctly answering oral hygiene related questions. 

In the end, residents were reminded that it’s alright to have a “sweet 
tooth” as long as it is in moderation. With that final lesson, residents and 
the Columbia Dental student volunteers decorated Christmas cookies 
and made gingerbread houses. 

The ICC children had a wonderful time and the volunteers couldn’t have 
been more animated and excited. Special thanks to Fabiola Douglas for 
helping organize the event and to all of the Columbia Dental Program 
students/volunteers. What a wonderful kick-off to the holiday season at 
ICC! 

Dental Students  
know how to party! 
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Members of Statement Arts showed up in early December to spread a little 
holiday cheer by singing Christmas carols for children and staff. 

Statement Arts is a not-for-profit organization dedicated 
to bringing the creative visual & performing arts to 
underserved and/or low-income individuals. We channel 
creativity to educate, to enhance intellectual performance, to 
empower and guide, and to build self-esteem. Statement Arts 
believes in the power of art to inspire social, cultural, and 
environmental education to further a legacy of responsible 
global citizenship. 

In early December, the group members of Statement Arts 
who came to bring some Christmas cheer to the ICC 
community were wildly successful. Donning Santa hats and 
great spirit, the group treated ICC staff and children to a 
variety of Christmas music. We were so grateful for their 
visit to kick off the holiday season for us this year! 

A Caroling They 
Will Go… 
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A Bittersweet 
Farewell… 

 
 

Nordeane Santiago has worked at ICC as a 
full-time nurse since ICC opened it’s doors in 
1989. After over 25 years of continuous 
service, Nordeane is retiring this January. 
 
She had a remarkable ability to mix 
compassion with humor and was a source of 
inspiration and guidance to the countless 
children and teens who came through ICC’s 
doors. She garnered the respect and 
admiration of her co-workers as well. 
 
Although we are happy that Nordeane will 
be taking a well-earned rest to enjoy her 
family in retirement, she will be missed 
greatly by the residents and staff of ICC alike. 
She has become family to us as well. 
 
We cannot thank Nordeane enough for her 
years of service to ICC. Congratulations on 
your retirement, Nordeane! Wishing you 
much health, peace and prosperity in the 
coming years. 

Yet Another  
Five Star Year! 
 
Yet	   again	   this	   year,	   ICC	   had	   a	  
deficiency	  free	  survey	  from	  the	  New	  
York	  State	  Department	  of	  Health	  in	  December.	  We	  continue	  to	  be	  rated	  
as	   a	  5	   Star	  Nursing	  Home	  under	   the	  Center	   for	  Medicaid	  and	  Medicare	  
Services,	  which	  is	  the	  highest	  rating	  possible!	   


