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The HIV/AIDS community strives for a day when we can see an AIDS 
free generation. Research, medications and education are all facets of 
this fight and both local and worldwide efforts continue to plow full 
steam ahead. 

We at ICC are beyond grateful for the efforts of the outstanding 
individuals and organizations that are helping to ensure that we are 
not needed for another generation of perinatally infected infants in 
years to come.   

In the meantime, we are the guardians, protectors and advocates of the 
children left behind. The small faces that personified the cruelty of 
HIV/AIDS over a decade ago are now are growing up. And we have 
promised to stand by them. Because, you see, although we need to look 
ahead and focus on a future where HIV/AIDS is a memory, we can not 
and will not forget the children who have suffered a lifetime of disease 
and stigma. They are still here. And they still need us. 

Won’t you join us? Help remind them that no one has forgotten them, 
nor will we. 

But we’re not there yet. And we need you to join us. 

We’re headed to zero. 

New Leisure 
Education Programs 
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Thank You Donors!  
Amazon donors, Jagger 
Kaye, and more 
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Only Make Believe (OMB) has been working with Incarnation since 2002 and 
has brought at least ten series of workshops to the children and teens who 
reside here. 
 
OMB’s mission is “to promote health and wellness and improve the quality of 
life of chronically ill and disabled children in every hospital in New York 
City. By providing a series of interactive performances to children living with 
chronic illnesses and disabilities, children are not only introduced to live 
theater, but become the stars of the show as well.  Each performance is 
designed to include the audience in the storytelling process and by 
harnessing the power of “make believe” hospital playrooms and health 
centers all over New York City are filled with laughter. 
 
Over the course of the last several years as the ICC children have gotten older, 
OMB has been working on a program that would work better with an older 
population. 
 
This past December, three OMB performers entertained the ICC teens with a 
new pilot program with the theme “ Sherlock Holmes searching for Alice in 
Wonderland.” More than half of the Incarnation teens were in attendance and 
even the “coolest” genuinely enjoyed the show and were engaged throughout 
the process! Only Make Believe even treated the children to snacks 
afterwards, a treat for all. 
 
Incarnation is grateful for the long-standing relationship with Only Make 
Believe. They have brought joy and happiness to the countless ICC youth 
over the years.  To learn more about the work of Only Make Believe, please 
visit them at  http://onlymakebelieve.org/home/ny-intro/ 

Only Make Believe partners with ICC to bring the joy of 
imagination into the worlds of children and teens. 

Incarnation Makes Believe 

At 21 yrs old, E considers herself both an 
artist and a poet.  She has been creating 
since age 7 and likes to write stories and 
poems, draw people in her artwork as well 
as knit clothes!  For E, art and writing are 
ways to express herself and it makes her 
feel relaxed.  She keeps her book of poetry 
with her so that she can write whenever 
she has an idea. She also keeps s 
sketchbook so that she can draw when she 
has time alone. Her favorite subject is 
people whom are personally inspiring. 
 
E usually only shares her art with family 
and friends, but is pleased to share with 
our ICC family for the first time. She 
dreams of selling her art in the future, 
made in her very own home art studio.  
 
Please join us in celebrating E’s unique 
creativity and in supporting her talent. We 
are so proud of her and think that she an 
achieve just about anything! 

 
 
 
Pencil on paper 
Title: “Making anything possible”… 

the quote I live by. 
 

 
 
 

I f  You Rea l ly  Knew Me 
If you really knew me you would 

know that I am one who is kind and loving, 
friendly as well, one who is fun to get along with 

if you can’t tell. 
I am one who likes to give to others, 

for that is what I am here for. 
I am also one who likes to experience 
new things and one who loves to value 

people for who they are and what they do, 
nothing fake but everything true. 

 

Artist and Poet 

Resident 
Highlight:  “E” 

Incarnation residents wear costumes provided by OMB as part of the “make believe” process. So much fun! 
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NEW LEISURE EDUCATION 
PROGRAMMING 

Aliquam sodales (continued) 

 

The 6th Annual 
Hearts for Hope 
Benefit for ICC will 
be held on March 
27 of this year. We 
are committed to 
making this year as 
wonderful as ever. 
Sponsorships  and 
tickets and will be 
available in early 
February.  
 
Please save the date 

and join us! 
 

With ICC’s growing population of teenagers, the recreation 
therapy department at the Center has been adapting their 
programming to fit their needs. We are pleased to share with 
you some of the new programs geared toward teaching our 
teens new skills that will be useful to them upon potential 
discharge.  
 
Charles Soman is training in therapeutic recreation and 
working on his certification. He has started a leisure 
education program  for our teens once a week. His goal is to 
provide information on various leisure options available to 
our residents throughout the city. Giving these teens the 
skills to find outlets, hobbies, resources, we help ensure their 
emotional health as well as their physical. 
 
Jeff Schwartz has been working at ICC since 2007. He has 
developed a “Total Fitness” program designed to promote 
fitness for both body and mind. He incorporates physical 
fitness with mentally challenging games that keeps teens 
engaged and excited. Challenges that incorporate teamwork 
encourage cooperation as well as friendships. Once a week,  
this group involves as much fun as fitness and is a great 
success. 
 
If you are interested in getting involved in the recreation 
therapy program, please contact Jasmine Edwards at 212-
928-2590 x173 for more information. 

From left to right… 
Swayne Gray, Therapeutic Specialist, Jeff Schwartz, CTRS,  Senior 

Therapeutic Recreation Specialist, Charles Soman, Therapeutic Recreation 
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Swayne Gray has worked as a therapeutic specialist at 
ICC for over 5 years. She holds a weekly “spa day” 
which is a favorite for the female residents (and the boys 
too). Spa day focuses externally on health and beauty 
with activities such as manicures, pedicures, hygiene 
education and beauty regimens. What comes hand in 
hand is heartfelt conversations for the girls about what is 
going on in their lives – relationships, health, school. The 
safety of engaging in a normal everyday personal care 
activity lends itself to conversations that can be worth 
more than their weight in nail polish and hair products. 
This mainstay group has always been a weekly favorite 
amongst the residents. 
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The staff and children of ICC were 
pleased to see so many of our 
Board member at the annual 
Holiday party. It is so important to 
the children to know that their 
leaders are actively involved and 
invested in their well-being.  

Photo left to right… 

Peter Karow, ICC Administrator, Paul 
Straton, Board member, Carolyn 
Castro, ICC Executive Director, Dr. 
Margaret Heagarty, Board member, 
Beatriz Taveras, Board member and 
Treasurer, James Cameron, Board 
Chairman, Msgr. Thomas Leonard, 
Board member 

The Board of Directors 
Celebrate the Holidays 
with ICC children … 

Jagger Kaye’s “A Very Jaggered Christmas” toy and gift drive has 
been a holiday donation mainstay for Incarnation Children’s Center 
for the past seven years.  Jagger owns and operates CnC, an acting 
class center in midtown Manhattan. He rallies friends, family, clients 

and students to collect endless amounts of toys 
and gifts for two charities,  a local children’s 
hospital and ICC.  Year after year, we are 
amazed at how many items Jagger in able to 
collect at his annual event. We are so grateful for 
his support and the  wonderful donors he  
inspires.  Thank you Jagger and CnC Studiios! 

Donor Highlight: Jagger Kaye 
and ”A Very Jaggered Xmas” 
at CnC Studios 

Jagger Kaye’s toy and gift drive results in 
hundreds of toys and gifts collected for children in 
need. ICC is grateful to be an annual recipeient! 
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THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR DONORS! 
Thanks to you, Christmas morning was magical for the ICC children. 
Staff came in early to place each wrapped gift underneath our 
gloriously lit tree.  It was a flurry of ripped wrapping paper and smiles 
as children and teens ooh’ed and aah’ed over their wishes come true.  
And a special thanks to our somewhat anonymous  Amazon donors 
(since Amazon only sends your name, but no contact info) We couldn’t 
have done it without you….so to each and every donor, THANK YOU 
from the bottom of our hearts! (and theirs).  


