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This is what “ICC” is all about. 

 

The picture above speaks the infamous "thousand words." Smiles and laughter. Staff, volunteers, 
children and teens celebrating a moment together. A community, a family, joined by a common cause.  

When asked what ICC meant to them, one child responded "the best place".  Another responded "a 
happy center." A teenager pondered and finally decided on "hope and faith".  "A better life" was the 
response of one 13 year old, which nearly brought us to tears. Such positivity and optimism coming 
from children who have suffered so much, both physically and emotionally. It is humbling and 
grounding to work with such amazing individuals with such wisdom at such a young age! 

So when we say "this is what ICC is all about"... we mean that we intend to continue making this the 
"happy center" and  "best place" that these HIV positive children and teens need it to be. 

We are honored to share the latest events and happenings at the Center with you, our greatest advocates 
and supporters. Perhaps one day, you'd like to come and visit and see why one young man says that 
ICC is "home to me". A greater compliment doesn't exist. 

It is our honor to do this work every day. 

With gratitude and best wishes to all, 

The Staff at Incarnation Children's Center 

o The “Just Because” Awards 
and Art Show 

o Mets Mania thanks to Noel 
Purcell of Mizuho and Cathleen 
Laporte of Athletes for Charity 

Page 2 

o Nurses Week 2012 
 
o Resident Spotlight 
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o Donor Spotlight: 
 

 The Diodato Family & the Northshore 
Rotary Club of Staten Island 
 

 The Pajama Program 

Page 4 

 … exclusively serving HIV positive youth since 1989 … 



 

National Nurses Week is celebrated annually from May 6 to May 12, 
the birthday of Florence Nightingale, founder of modern nursing. 
This year’s Nurses Week theme is “Nurses: Advocating, Leading, 
Caring.” 
  

The work at ICC has never been more challenging. Drugs for HIV 
treatment have been a miracle, enabling our patients to live much 
longer, more productive lives. However, with those advancements 
have come new challenges, like preparing our residents to transition 
from childhood to adulthood while maintaining their health and 
dealing with the problems that all young adults face. 
 

The nursing staff at ICC is up to the challenge. They provide our 
residents and their families with the best and most compassionate 
care. Their impact goes well beyond giving medications and 
managing and monitoring health: they are also educators, mentors 
and caregivers. For many of our children, they are “family.” 
 

During this special week, we recognized our nursing staff with a 
special lunch, dinner and goodies. To further show our appreciation, 
all of our staff received ICC scrub tops. On your next visit, you’ll no 
doubt see them worn proudly by our staff. 
 

ICC thanks our nursing staff for advocating, leading and, most of all, 
caring. All of our lives are improved by your hard work and 
dedication. 
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HAPPY NURSES WEEK 2012 

RESIDENT SPOTLIGHT 
 Sam turned 21 years old this past Fall. He 

has lived on and off at ICC since 2000, 
after immigrating to the U.S. from Africa 
with family. Over the course of his stay, 
Sam has needed intense medical care 
involving regimens of multiple daily 
medications, frequent hospitalizations for 
intensive treatments and additional 
supplements administered by  both  
gastrointestinal tube and a central infusion 
line because of his failing health.  
 

With the help of the Incarnation treatment 
team, Sam has been able to have his tube 
removed so that he can take all 
medications and supplements by mouth. 
The nursing staff worked with him on how 
to administer his own medications so that 
he can be as independent as possible. Our 
nutritionist has met with him extensively 
over the years and is proud to report 
significant and steady weight gain over 
time.  He has grown in height as well and 
no longer looks like the sick child he was 
years before. He underwent surgery for a 
cochlear implant this past year, which has 
improved his quality of life 
significantly. Sam not only looks good but 
he reports that he feels good too, which is 
complimented by his sense of humor and 
ability to light up a room. 
 

With the support of our social work 
department, Sam recently graduated from 
the Westchester School for Special 
Children with a special education 
diploma.  In order to become more 
marketable in the real world, he has been 
enrolled in a GED program as well as an 
electrical training program at the Adult 
Continuing Education Program at the 
High School for Cooperative Technical 
Education in Manhattan.  He is now able 
to travel independently using NYC transit 
trains and buses and has been working 
with our dietician to learn recipes, food 
budgeting, food preparation and 
nutrition. Our social work and life skills 
staff has been helping him look into 
supportive congregate housing apartments 
as he will be transitioning out of ICC this 
coming September 2012.   
 

We are so proud of Sam and all that he has 
accomplished, and wish him the very best 
in his new life out of ICC! 

Certified Nursing Assistants (left to right) 
 Francia Alvarez, Albania Garcia and Xiomara Batista in their new scrubs! 



 

 
What better reason to have an award show that recognizes the residents than “Just Because”?   
 
In May, the residents and staff of ICC gathered together to celebrate the “Just Because” Awards.  This fabulous 
evening, filled with glitz and glamour, was a smashing success!  A former mainstay, this award evening was brought back this 
year, with many of the residents not knowing what to expect.  The residents were first treated to the rolling out of the red carpet 
and were welcomed by camera flashes and confetti showers…and immediately took to the pomp and circumstance.   
 
Once settled into their seats, the award presentation began. Staff members each went to the podium, listing the reasons that a 
particular resident was being honored, such as “Just because he has the meanest jump shot in basketball” or “Just because she 
can walk in those very high heels”.  Residents and staff alike had a great time trying to guess who was being awarded as their 
“just because” reasons were being listed. Once the final reasons were presented, the residents were called to the podium to accept 
their awards and pose for the paparazzi! 
 
On the same day, Incarnation Children's Center hosted the children's 10th Annual Art Show.  Each year we celebrate our multi-
talented artists by showcasing the work they have done throughout the course of the year.  This year's exhibit included a broad 
range of drawings, paintings, collages, mixed media, sculptures and an installation piece!  The works on display included pieces 
that the residents did on their own, in school and with various volunteer groups.  Residents, staff and guests enjoyed viewing the 
artwork and discussing some of the pieces with the artists.  
 
The art show is an ongoing tradition at ICC and the residents have already started working on projects for next year!    

Thanks to the generosity of Cathleen Laporte from Athletes for Charity, the 
residents of ICC were treated to a great time at CitiField this past July, 
watching the Mets beat the Chicago Cubs 3-1. For some of our residents, this 
was not only their first time visiting CitiField, but their first baseball game as 
well. Even though it was a very warm day, it didn’t dampen our residents’ 
spirits. From the moment they walked into the stadium until the game was 
over, they marveled at the size of CitiField and enjoyed cheering with the rest 
of the Mets fans. As part of the baseball experience, the residents had some 
great stadium food, and no ballgame would be complete without a yummy 
bag of peanuts!  

As if that weren’t enough, the ICC residents will be lucky enough to attend 
two Mets games this summer, thanks to another generous donor, Noel Purcell 

of Mizuho Corporate Bank. Scheduled for later in August, the experience of going to a ball game is one that many of these 
children have never had or never would, without the generosity of such wonderful donors. The children and teens will have 
many pictures to remember their trips to CitiField. Our heartfelt thanks go out to Mr. Purcell and Ms. Laporte for keeping our 
residents in mind for such a wonderful donation. These will truly be experiences that the children will never forget. 

The “Just Because” Awards 
and Annual ICC Art Show 

METS Mania!  
Thanks to Noel Purcell & Leah Markham of Mizuho Corporate Bank & Cathleen Laporte of Athletes for Charity  
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The North Shore Rotary 
Club of Staten Island  

 
has been serving their community for years. Annual 
fundraisers, such as the Bowl-a-Thon and Culinary 
Delights, are constructed through the participation and 
generosity of both the community and the Rotary Club. to 
help individuals and organizations in the Staten Island 
Community and beyond. The Rotary Club board 
researches and interviews both hardship cases and 
organizations that help people in need, locally and 
globally, making sure that donations go to groups that can 
do the most for the cause.  
 

 
Members of the North Shore Rotary Club of Staten Island 

 
This year, ICC was honored to be the recipient of funds 
raised by the North Shore Rotary Club. Meagan 
Frederick, one of the ICC staff, attended a delightful 
award dinner to accept a check and thank the Rotary Club 
for their contribution.  
 
Anthony Diodato, a long time supporter of ICC and 
president of the North Shore Rotary Club, is the one to 
thank for the connection. He and his wife Dina have been 
playing “Santa Clause” to the ICC children for over 13 
years, bringing presents, gift cards and cheer to the ICC 
residents every holiday season.  
 
We are so grateful for their ongoing support and advocacy 
for the Center.  

 

Will you help us? The ICC residents are going back to 
school this Fall and we need to get them ready! Here is a list 
of the items we need the most. Every donation counts! 

 Book covers 
 2 pocket folders 
 Binders 
 Loose leaf paper 
 Rulers 
 Back packs (Jansport, Northface) 
 Flash drives 
 Gift cards for school uniforms 

and back to school clothing 

DONOR SPOTLIGHT 

 
The Pajama Program is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization 
that provides new pajamas and new books to children in 
need, living in various settings including group homes, 
shelters and temporary housing. Many are waiting and 
hoping to be adopted and are shuffled often from one place 
to another.  Others have been abandoned, abused or 
neglected.  Most of these children have never enjoyed the 
simple comfort of having a mother or father tuck them in at 
bedtime with warm, clean pajamas and a bedtime story. 
Some of the children they serve are living with their families 
below the poverty level, in desperate need of food, clothing 
and shelter.  
 
The Pajama Program has been sending brand new pajamas 
and books to the children at ICC for many years. It is 
always a special day to receive a package from the Pajama 
Program and to hand out brand new pajama sets and books 
to the children and teens. Bedtime can be a vulnerable time 
for children who have been abused or 
displaced from their homes. The 
Pajama Program helps us to ease their 
transition to staying here at ICC, and 
shows them that they are cared for and 
and safe. We are so very grateful to the 
the Pajama Program for their 
continuous support over the years. 

 3 and 5 subject notebooks 
 Blue and black pens 
 Pencil cases 
 Colorful pens 
 Glue sticks 
 Highlighters 
 Master locks 
 Calculators 
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