
 

We know it might seem a little early to be thinking about the 
holidays, but we have found that fulfilling the wishes and playing St. 
Nick to 21 unique children demands a lot of preparation!  

If you are an early bird too (or a procrastinator….we are still here 
the week of Christmas!), we would love it if you would take a minute to 
check out the updated wish lists for the children.                         
www.incarnationchildrenscenter.org/get-involved/wish-lists 

Every donation, every gift, makes a big difference in the life of a child living with 
HIV/AIDS. You can make Christmas morning, or a birthday, truly memorable for 
them. It reminds them that they are not forgotten. It reminds them that we 
remember them, we value them, and we care. 

To make a donation to be used for Christmas gifts, you can donate online at       
www.incarnationchildrenscenter.org/get-involved/donate 

Or send your tax deductible check made payable to Incarnation Children’s Center 
to: 142 Audubon Avenue, NY, NY 10032    c/o Carolyn Castro, Executive Director 

Special Thanks… 

 Mizuho Corporate Bank 

 Newlyweds, Jen & Paul Straton, 
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INCARNATION CHILDREN’S CENTER 

Above: Birthday cake run amok for the guest of honor 

We have our donors to thank for these birthday smiles! 

The Tony Alt Memorial Foundation 
 

Incarnation was overwhelmed again this year by the generosity of the TAMFI 
group, as they honored us at their annual golf outing. Ed Keefer, Bill Feeks and Rob 
Barriero made ICC staff feel like the guests of honor as they highlighted the work 
we do here as part of the event’s program and thanked us for our service. And 
here we thought we should be thanking them for all they do for us! 
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 Where your 
donations go… 
 

Supporters often wonder 
where their donations go… 

 
Well, here are  

some of the things  
we are able to do ..… 

 

 because of you! 

Below: Recreation Therapist, Jeffrey Schwartz and long-time volunteer, 
 Bryan Robinson at Rye Playland with two of the ICC teens 

Incarnation Children’s Center ! Affiliated with Catholic Charities ! 212-928-2590 ! www.incarnationchildrenscenter.org 
2 

Volume 10, October 2011 

Thanks to you and your generous donations, we are able to do so much more for the 
children than we ever thought possible. We thought we’d share some of the things that 
we have been able to do this year after our successful Hearts for Hope fundraiser. Trips 
to Rye Playland, Keansburg Amusement Park and the Renaissance Festival were among 
the favorite warm weather trips. Birthday celebrations were also a big hit as the guests of 
honor enjoyed opening specially selected gifts thanks to your donations!  

Rye Playland Keansburg Amusement Park Renaissance Festival 

Thank 
you! 



 
    

 

Thanks, thanks and more thanks! 

A SPECIAL WEDDING GIFT… 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT: 
ROBIN O’HARE 

Most brides and grooms dream of their 
wedding and the start of their lives 
together as a time to focus on themselves 
and the celebration of their union with the 
support of family and friends. Not very 
often, however, do you find a young 
couple who are willing to give up part of 
the spotlight in order to help others,                                             
whom they’ve never met, as a way to  
celebrate the day. 
 

Well, that’s just what Jen and Paul Straton did for their 
wedding. Parishioners of Holy Trinity Church, they 
learned of ICC through long time Board member, 
Msgr. Thomas Leonard. This selfless couple made a 
significant donation to the children at Incarnation 
Children’s Center in honor of their wedding guests. 
We were overwhelmed when we received their 
generous check and note explaining how they set up 
artwork and pictures of the children, hoping to inspire 
guests to support the Center in celebration of their 
marriage.  
 
 
We are so lucky that there are people in the world 
with hearts as large as those of Paul and Jen. We thank 
them for sharing the celebration of their special day 
with us. 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL  
THANKS TO MIZUHO! 

Thanks to the ongoing support of Mizuho Corporate Bank, 
Ltd. Mizuho Capital Markets Corporation, Mizuho 
Alternative Investments and Mizuho Trust & Banking Co. 
(USA), the children are on their way to school success this 
semester with brand new school supplies! From pencils to 
highlighters and backpacks to calculators, the Mizuho group 
made sure that our residents have everything they need this 
year for school. We are so grateful for their generosity and 
ongoing support. Each year for the past five years we have 
been surprised by oversized boxes of wonderful supplies. 
This enables us to outfit each child with everything they 
need, and the money we save from not having to buy supplies 
from our budget can go toward other programs for the 
children. A special thanks to Leah Markham, who makes sure 
we have what we need every year, and that it gets to us on 
time for the first day of school! 
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More “Back to School” thanks…. 
Joseph Macchia from Help Is On the Way Today donated 22 backpacks filled 

with school supplies for the ICC children this year! Dr. Norma Uranga also 
joined the troops by dropping off more much-needed backpacks! 

Volunteer, student, intern, staff… 
Robin O’Hare does it all! Starting as a 
volunteer in 2009, Robin quickly 
moved up the ranks as she 
simultaneously pursued her Master’s 
degree in Art Therapy from NYU. 
She transitioned from volunteer to 
intern with ease and maintained a 
successful art therapy program here 
while pursuing her studies. When a 
part-time position opened up, Robin 
was the first person we thought of, as 
she is respected by staff and children 
alike.  Unfortunately, we are losing 
Robin to an internship at Mount Sinai 
Medical Center as she finishes her 
degree at NYU, but we hope to see 
her back during school breaks and 
holidays. Until then, we wish her the 
best of luck in her new endeavors. 

Jen proudly displayed a piece of 
artwork made by one of the children 
that she won at the ICC annual 
fundraiser as a reminder of the cause. 

The happy couple! 
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In a collaborative summer project with the non profit group ASTEP (Artists Striving 
to End Poverty), a few of the ICC residents seem to have found the artist within. 
We are pleased to share their words with you. 

“I AM” by Anonymous 
 

I  am Me,  Myself  and I .  
 

I wonder why do people judge me        
by looking at me? 

I hear negativity. I see success. 
I want to be heard. 

 

I  am Me,  Myself  and I .  
I pretend to be happy when I am not. 

I feel a touch of emptiness. 
I touch my face to see if I am still me. 

I worry about my future. 
I cry when I am angry. 

 

I  am Me,  Myself  and I .  
I understand only I have              

control over myself. 
I say only God can judge me. 

I dream a dream that will come true. 
I try to make the best                          

out of this life I was given. 
I hope one day I will be happy and I 
will be heard and people would get to 

know me before they judge me. 
 

I  AM Me,  Myself  and I .  

“I AM” by Anonymous 
 

I AM… HIV positive, but strong. 
 

I wonder, does anybody care? 
I hear pressure,  

see people staring. 
I want a cure. 

 

I AM HIV positive, but strong. 
 

I pretend I can’t see.  
I feel sad and frustrated. 

I touch my heart, within my soul. 
I worry, “Will the pain go away?” 
I cry myself to sleep to let it go. 

 

I AM HIV positive, but strong. 
 

I understand that it’s in me,     
but won’t go away. 

I say I don’t believe in anything. 
I dream to become a counselor. 
I try to understand who I am. 

I hope to understand who I am. 
I AM… HIV positive, but strong. 
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Save the Date 

for the  
Annual ICC Holiday Party! 

 
December 14th, 2011 

5-8pm 
 

We hope you can make it! 
 

Please RSVP to Meagan Frederick 
At 212-928-2590 x27 

or mfrederick@incarnationchildrenscenter.org 

RESIDENT HIGHLIGHT 
This young man is ICC’s latest success 
story! Through the help of our social 
work department and the ACCESS VR 
program of OPWDD (Adult Career 
and Continuing Education Services – 
Vocational Rehabilitation) he has been 
enrolled in a computer training 
program which will lead to an 
internship opportunity as preparation 
for full time employment. He states that 
he enjoys the program and scored high 
marks on his latest exam. It’s quite 
possible that he may be able to share 
his newfound knowledge and training in 
Microsoft Excel with some of the ICC 
staff!   
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