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 “I’ve been with you for these past few years and a couple of months 
added to it. Throughout these months I thought my life would be stronger, 
now you made me realize that my life is better.  I never knew that I 
would have friends like y’all.  To all the people that lift me up I thank 
you. Thank you ICC” …… …………………….……….written by a former resident 

Hearts for Hope 2011 
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Event Co-Chairs Samantha 
Rudin and Angela Schonberg 

ICC Executive Director, Carolyn Castro    
and event honoree, Rajesh Alva 

Incarnation Staff and Event Volunteers 

With the over the top creativity of Vivia Costalas and the amazing 
generosity of Preston Bailey, Olivier Cheng, Litsa Costalas and our friends 
at TD Bank, co-chairs Samantha Rudin and Angela Schonberg went above 
and beyond in creating a fabulous event. From top-of-the-line silent auction 
items to an elite guest list, the event more than doubled our proceeds from 
last year. Hearts of Hope’s success was due in large measure to our esteemed 
friend, donor and supporter, Rajesh Alva, who was presented with the 
“Heart of Incarnation” award for his unending support of ICC over the last 
15 years and counting.  

Over 300 guests were in attendance for the evening and enjoyed the silent 
auction, raffle and art gallery featuring words and images by the ICC 
residents. In fact, featured auction items included artwork and jewelry made 
and donated by the children themselves. 

We are forever grateful to the friends and colleagues of our wonderful co-
chairs, honoree, and donors who made this event a success beyond our 
expectations. As we start planning even now for Hearts for Hope 2012, we 
realize that this year will be hard to beat! 

It is hard to believe that this has only been the third annual 
Hearts for Hope fundraiser, as it has so quickly become the 
“go-to” event of the year! 
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ASTEP Spring 2011 
The ASTEP (Artists Striving to End Poverty) 

Program and its artists has been one of the 
highlights of the year for the ICC residents. Under 

the leadership of Mauricio Salgado, its Program 
Director, the ASTEP team visits ICC for a week in the 

Spring and one month in the Summer, ending with final professional 
performances that blow away the staff and family that attend. Not only are 
the residents encouraged to step out of their shells onto a stage in front of a 
large audience as genuine actors and performers, but they explore their 
personal issues, fears, and frustrations through the intensive work and 
preparation. 

The volunteer artists that accompany our teens on this journey not only 
donate their time, but their support and guidance as well, often forming 
strong relationships with them that last long after the final show. With these 
remarkable actors as role models, it is no wonder the children are beaming 
with pride and accomplishment for weeks to months after the program is 
over, and continually ask when they are coming back. 

ICC is eternally grateful for ASTEP’s generosity with their time and 
resources in offering such wonderful programs to our residents. 

To learn more about ASTEP and the work they do around the world, check 
out www.asteponline.org 

ICC teens go all out with costumes for their 
dress rehearsal in anticipation of their big 

performance! 

The ICC Annual Art Show 
Every Spring, the walls of Incarnation are adorned with brand new 
artwork from the residents. A reception with hors d’oeuvres and 
sparkling cider celebrates the occasion.  

From sculpture and jewelry to acrylic painting and colored pencil 
drawings, the talent of the ICC residents shows in each piece of 
artwork.  

More importantly, these children and teens use their artwork as a 
way of expressing their feelings, communicating with others, and 
exploring personal conflict as other artists have done throughout 
the ages. 

To learn more about art therapy, visit   www.arttherapy.org 

You can also help support the art therapy program                         
at ICC by making a donation! 

Residents at ICC do artwork all year round as 
part of the art therapy program, but the art show 
is a once a year opportunity to showcase their 
talents and to receive recognition and positive 
feedback about their personal expressions 
through art-making. 
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Residents pose with ASTEP artists after the 
show for a photo op. just like real celebrities! 
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ICC Volunteer, Bryan Robinson & 
Staff member, Stephanie Ramales 
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ICC Staff Melissa Malone, Dr. Catherine Painter and 
event co-chair Angela Schonberg with her husband, Tom 

Rudin Family and Friends 

Beatriz Taveras, Bill Rudin, Carolyn Castro, 
Samantha Rudin, and Ophelia Rudin 

The parishioners of Holy Trinity Church 
with Msgr. Thomas Leonard 

Event co-chair 
Samantha Rudin 
and her mother, 
Ophelia Rudin 

Stephanie Riggio, Mike Bulger, 
Danny Fernandez, and Stratos 

Costales 

ICC staff: Rosa Brandon, 
Francia Alvarez, Albania Garcia 

Bobette Cohn and         
Frugsine Keehn 

Honoree Rajesh Alva with Emily 
Peterson and Dylan Rosen 

Ann Gallivan, Mary Giannini, 
Dan Gallivan, Mary Doolan,  

and Joseph Giannini 

Charles Mangiaracina, James 
Cameron and Msgr. Kevin Sullivan 

Hearts for Hope 2011 Photo Gallery 
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New York AIDS 
Walk 2011 

Incarnation Children’s Center staff, 
volunteers, friends and residents made 
the annual trek again this year to the 
Aids Walk New York to join thousand 
of others in their fight against 
HIV/AIDS.  

The NY Aids Walk has taken over the 
streets of Manhattan since 1986 to 
raise awareness about HIV/AIDS as 
well as much needed funds for 
research, education and programs. 
Incarnation has participated the last 
ten years, which has been a powerful 
experience for both staff and residents 
alike.  

Back to School:  Supply Drive 
We Need Your Help! 

The ICC residents will be back in school before you know it….and 
we need your help in getting them the supplies they need to 
succeed! 

Below is a list of needed items 

3 subject notebooks        Backpacks 

Black pens                    Looseleaf paper 

Binders      Highlighters 

Calculators     Mechanical pencils 

Combination locks                                Graph paper 

USB Flash drives                   Magic markers 

Pocket dictionaries   Construction paper 

To be surrounded by thousands of 
others who feel connected in their 
fight against the disease is a powerful 
reminder to the ICC kids about just 
how supported they are, even as they 
face social stigma. 

Our children living with physical 
disabilities are motivated to attend, 
walking the entire 6 plus miles  
without assistance. Strangers walking 
alongside this young man (right) as he 
crossed the finish line cheered him on, 
which just added to his feeling of 
accomplishment and success. 

“This is an opportunity to walk 
alongside these kids and treat them as 
equals.; to remind them that we 
support them and who they are, 
despite their diagnosis” states an ICC 
staff member and annual Aids Walk 
participant. 

 

 

Join us next year and become        
part of the Incarnation team for 

AIDS Walk NY 2012! 
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