
Back to School Success!
Through the generosity of Leah Markham at

Mizuho Corporate Bank, Cathleen Laporte from

Athletes for Charity and Michelle Panessa-Fazio

from Zoe’s Backpacks for Passaic and their

colleagues, we received a generous donation of

school supplies, backpacks and sneakers that

enabled us to outfit all twenty-one children who

were set to return to school. Without the efforts

of such dedicated individuals, it would be

difficult for us to find the much needed supplies

for all of the kids.

Because many of our children suffer from

learning disabilities, missed school due to illness,

difficult family situations, and behavioral

difficulties, many have fallen behind. To ensure

quality of life and future success for each of these

kids, our clinical team stresses the importance of

education and school attendance on a daily basis,

which can sometimes be a challenge! We are

committed to helping these children in all aspects

of their life, with education being such an

important one.

Anyone who is interested in donating school

supplies or volunteering to help tutor the

children should contact Meagan O’Connell at

212-928-2590 x27.

Incarnation Children’s Center

The holidays are a time of giving. They seem to

bring out the best in each of us. Despite our own

burdens and stresses, during this festive time, we

seem to find a way to give to others, whether it

is our families, our friends or those less fortunate.

We at Incarnation Children’s Center know this

first-hand. We have seen children from the

community give up their own Christmas gifts in

order to donate gifts to one of our needy

children. We have donors who spend hours in

holiday traffic the week before Christmas just to

make sure that they drop off a much needed

donation before Christmas morning. We have

Happy Holidays from our family to yours!

thanked expectant mothers who have organized

toy drives for our children despite being in the

last few weeks of their pregnancy. Christmas

truly is a time of giving….and for all of you who

have given in the past years to brighten the

holidays for our HIV-infected children and teens,

we wish you all of the generosity, warmth and

caring that you have shared with us.

With much gratitude,

The Staff at Incarnation Children’s Center

Caption describing picture or
graphic.

Staff (and a young photo
stealer) at the children’s
holiday party last year.
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VOLUNTEER

SPOTLIGHT
John Ieradri is a man of many talents.

In addition to running a successful event
planning business based in New York City,
John finds the time to volunteer each week
to help a number of ICC children with their
homework, accompany and supervise kids
on weekend trips and to help with special
events such as Halloween. And if that
doesn’t seem like enough, he has also
volunteered his time to spearhead our
premiere fundraising event coming up in
March 2009. His creativity, talent,
dedication and commitment to caring are
evident in all that he does. We are
absolutely thrilled and grateful to have him
as part of our team!

Thank you John!



room waiting to jump out and frighten

the next visitor! Staff and volunteers

were kind enough to walk through the

Haunted House, despite their hesitation

that it would be too scary! The kids had

a wonderful time and are already

planning new additions to the Haunted

House for next year! Much thanks to

our generous sponsors who made the

day a truly special one.

Halloween Party in the Chapel

Halloween Fun

Special Events

We hope you can join us for our holiday party

this year! Please see invitation above for

details!

Kids get into the spirit of the election to go

trick or treating in the neighborhood

Halloween 2008 was another success!

Thanks to the generous donation of

Rajesh Alva, a longtime friend of ICC,

and the Disney Corporation, we were

able to allocate brand new costumes for

each of the children. Among our

masked little ones were Sebastian from

“The Little Mermaid”, Nemo from

“Finding Nemo”, a Power Ranger, a

bumblebee, and a couple of “zombie

skate punks”. Party City made a kind

charitable contribution of gift certificates

that we were able to use for

decorations and beyond. An outing of

trick or treating in the neighborhood

supervised by volunteers and staff was

followed by a pizza party and treat

bags for all. To top off the evening, a

group of the children put on a

“Haunted House” in the solarium,

where with dimmed lights and spooky

sounds, they lurked in the corners of the

ICC has a number of special events coming up, and
we’d like to invite you to join us and the children in
celebrating together!

Annual Holiday Party
Thursday, December 18th, 2008, 5-8pm
Come sing Christmas carols, help us decorate our tree, and
join in the fun and games to celebrate the holidays with the
children here at ICC.
Please RSVP to moconnell@incarnationchildrenscenter.org

Premiere Fundraising Event
“Hearts for Hope”
Thursday, March 12th, 2009, 7-10pm
Join us at the Prince George Ballroom at 15. E. 27th Street
for an elegant night complete with silent auction, cocktails,
entertainment and more.
To RSVP and to purchase tickets, please contact Carolyn
Castro at ccastro@incarnationchildrenscenter.org

Annual Children’s Art Show
Wednesday, May 6th, 2009, 4-7pm
Come celebrate the creativity and talents of our young
artists! Full art exhibit featuring 2D and 3D artwork, award
ceremony and time to talk to the artists over sparking cider
and a cheese and fruit medley, in true art gallery style!
Please RSVP to moconnell@incarnationchildrenscenter.org
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Nordeane Santiago, LPN

Dear Friends,

I don’t think I need to explain the troubled times in
which we all live today. The economic crisis has
affected us all. For me, this holiday season comes
with much worry about how we will provide for
our children at ICC this holiday season and beyond.
We rely on holiday giving to both carry us through
the holidays and throughout the year. Although the
financial markets may shift and change, our
children’s needs remain the same. I realize that this is
not the best time to ask for donations, but if you
would consider continuing to give this holiday
season as in year’s past, you will make a difference
in the lives of these children. This holiday season, I
think of each of you and wish you and your families
much love and prosperity.

Happy Holidays!
Sincerely,

Carolyn L. Castro

A special message from the

Executive Director

Nordeane Santiago, LPN has been part of ICC’s
nursing team for 18 years. She is our most senior nurse
with over 40 years of nursing experience. Nordeane is
diligent, caring, kind, efficient, competent and always
professional. Her dedication and commitment is
evident in every interaction. It is safe to say that you
are always “in good hands” with Nordeane. We
would like to take this opportunity to recognize and
thank her for being such a vital part of our nursing
team at ICC. Keep up the good work Nordeane!

Staff Spotlight

Donations can be sent
directly to:

Incarnation Children’s Center

c/o Carolyn Castro

142 Audubon Avenue

New York, NY 10032

Phone:

(212) 928-2590

Fax:

(212) 928-1500

E-Mail:

ccastro@incarnationchildrenscenter.org

Web Site:

www.incarnationchildrenscenter.org

ICC Wish List

DVD’s – rated G -PG13
CD’s – top 40

Batteries - size AAA, AA, D
Alarm clocks
Headphones

Nintendo Wii Game System
Portable DVD players

MP3 players
Stickers

Blank CD’s
Video games

Video game controllers
General gifts for teenagers

Gift Certificates
Art & Craft supplies:

School supplies
Personal Care supplies

Games
Children’s Sheet/Comforter sets

Clothes
Plastic Storage Containers

Legos

For an individualized list for each child,
please contact Meagan O’Connell at

moconnell@incarnationchildrenscenter.org or
212-298-2590 x27
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SSAAVVEE TTHHEE DDAATTEE!!

ffoorr tthhee pprreemmiieerree

IInnccaarrnnaattiioonn CChhiillddrreenn’’ss CCeenntteerr

FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSIINNGG EEVVEENNTT

““HHeeaarrttss ffoorr HHooppee””

TThhuurrssddaayy,, MMaarrcchh 1122tthh,, 22000099
77ppmm--1100ppmm

TThhee PPrriinnccee GGeeoorrggee BBaallllrroooomm
1155 EE.. 2277tthh SSttrreeeett
NNeeww YYoorrkk,, NNYY

FFeeaattuurriinngg ccoocckkttaaiillss,, ssiilleenntt aauuccttiioonn,, cchhiillddrreenn’’ss aarrtt ggaalllleerryy aanndd mmoorree
ffeeaattuurriinngg eenntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt bbyy DDJJ AAaarroonn EEllvviiss

Join us for the first
fundraising event that
ICC has held in quite

some time! Ticket prices
are $100, with

opportunities for
corporate sponsorships.

Please come…bring
friends, bring family,

bring colleagues and help
us make this a

fundraising success!
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Broadway Babies
Through the generous donations of Disney Theatricals and
Athletes for Charity, and the support of volunteers and
our dedicated staff, a group of children attended
performances of the Lion King and Blue Man Group in
New York City this month! For most, this was their first
Broadway show!

The children, on their best behavior, were in awe of the
amazing costumes, music and performances. Their faces lit
up with the magic of the stage, particularly when the
performers came right by them at their aisle seats and they
were able to take pictures afterwards. Our theatre buffs
have already been asking when they get to see their next
performance!

Photo ops at the theatre! Some identities have been concealed due to confidentiality

As part of the horticultural therapy program, the
children have become quite the business men and
women through a regular in-house plant sale! The
children help create new plants from growing seeds,
taking cuttings and rooting new plants. From
houseplants to annual herbs, the children are
responsible for making sure the plants get enough
water and light and are especially excited when the
plants are big enough for a plant sale. A table and
light garden shelf are set up on the first floor and
staff line up to get first pick at the kids’ home grown
plants.
The children are responsible for coming up with the
prices, labeling, counting the money, writing
receipts, making change, and explaining to the
customer how to take care of their new plant. Part
of the proceeds are used to buy new supplies and
the rest goes to our hard workers! Teaching life skills
and responsibility has never been so much fun. But
sshhhh – don’t tell the kids they’re learning
something. They just think they’re making money!

Farmer’s market, here we come!

Plant sale and customers! (Faces have been hidden to respect confidentiality)

Young Entrepreneur’s Plant Sale!

The ICC Art Gallery…

The two featured artists created these pieces inspired by the Greek
story of Hercules who accomplished impossible tasks because he
believed he could. This was one of the creative arts therapy groups
offered by drama therapist, Lillie McCatty, where kids can work on
self-esteem, feelings, relating to others, and much more through art
and theatre.

Our Mission Statement

We believe that, in ideal circumstances, every child should be
healthy, live at home, and be surrounded by a loving family.
However, some HIV-infected children are chronically ill and are
too sick to be at home, or they have care needs that are too
complex to be provided adequately in a home setting. For
children who need the services of Incarnation Children’s
Center, we acknowledge that we are not an adequate
replacement for a child’s home or family. However, we pledge
the following:
 To provide a nurturing, home-like setting that provides first-rate care, filled with

love and compassion, designed to give each child a longer and better life.
 To be ever-mindful of the effects, on child and family alike, that admission to

ICC may cause and to do all we can to ensure a positive experience.
 To make every effort to improve each child’s health to allow the earliest

possible discharge back to a home setting.


