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WRITTEN BY KAMALA NAIR / PHOTOGRAPHY BY COSTA CHRIST

A DALLAS HOUSE FROM DULL TO DIVINE.

GOING for BOLD




Right: A de Gournay wallpaper
brightens this entry featunng
benches covered in Kravet mohair
a0d floors that mix Fontenay
Clax imestone and Belgian
bivestone from Renarssance Tile
& Bath. Visle beyond, the sn
T00m features  custom abacs
rug from intenor Resources.

: Olive Leaf dusk-mount
chandeliers from Shades of Light
ine the sun room celing. Louss
XVi armchairs from Country
French Interiors In Schumacher's
biush-tone Garden of Persia
fabnc courter the blu-and-white
palette: a lamp from Nick Brock
Antiques, Mandeville daperies
from Schumacner's Timothy
Conigan Collection and the sofa
In Villa Nova's Atiantis Glacier
matenial from Culp Associates.

esigner Carla Fonts Hrcir's client was in a
bind: Her daughter was getting married in
six weeks, but her Dallas house was in no
condition to host the celebrations, Realizing
her plight, mutual friends urged the owner to
reach out to Fonts Hrncir for help, and the two immediately
saw eye to eye. "My client loves color and patterns and
wanted her house to mitror that passion,” Fonts Hrncir
explains, noting that the previously muted, monochromatic
color palette and dated furnishings were out of sync with
the owner's cheerful personality. “She said to me, I want
life—! want It to be eclectic and fun." recalls Fonts Hrncir
A naturally bold aesthetic influenced by her Cuban
roots and extensive travels made Fonts Hrncir ideal for

the job. The designer's mother came from a prominent
Havana family and was the type of woman who traveled
10 Paris to purchase table linens for entertaining. *My
mom appreciated the finer things, had impeccable taste
and paid attention to the smallest detalls,” explains
Fonts Hmcir, who inherited that mindset. Her family
eventually made its way to Miami and Palm Beach,
where the glamorous 1920s-era homes they would
frequent during summers made a lasting impression.
“The interiors were so colorful yet timeless.” she recalls
“I loved how they pulled together different styles, mixing
traditional pieces with bohemian and modern. | wanted
10 bring more of that feel to Dallas while also making the
home reflect my client”
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The designer’s ideas so impressed the owner that what
began as a quick fix evolved into an enduring project, with
Fonts Hmcir spending two years painstakingly injecting
every room in the house with punches of color and
pattem. While simultaneously readying the first floor for the
impending wedding, she began by replacing walipaper
throughout, and selected a Clarence House dragon print
for a powder bathroom. *My client loved it so much, she
wanted that boldness everywhere.” says Fonts Hmcir, who
instead stressed the importance of spicing things up in a
balanced way by starting with wallpaper and then utilizing
color and pattern elsewhere as “accessories” to help
create flow. “With no hallways between the rooms, you
can see multiple spaces from one vantage point, 5o color
coordination was very important,” she explains. Keeping
that in mind, Fonts Hncir proceeded to breathe life into
the home in a way that channels her travels and the laid
back sophistication of Miami and Paim Beach—exuberant
but never overdone

In the entry, for example, yellow Venetian plaster was

added to the domed ceiling to complement the existing
exotic de Gournay wallcovering. And in the nearby living
room, she selected an ikat print for the spaces between
the ceiling beams. The designer also papered the ceiling
in the kitchen with a subtle marble pattern and replaced
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French oak console table in the s

of Carrara marble columns from Rtaly

which, Fonts Hmcir

are s

822" four men to carry * Als

d U
china with a pared-down sele

ith the color to her d

desigr

where Fonts F

Je marble-topped ¢

chairbacks in a cheery f n the h

d the dining ro

mon yeliow leather Walking thro! the feeling

d walls tra ime—inside

m midcentury Paim Beach or Havana’s
These

heyday. perhaps. But one thing's

homeowners have n e. "l always

tell my 1ts a home should be your safe haven,” F
At the end of the day, it

ce and joy.

also chose original artworks to complement a

of

Hmcir say
mtiques she carefully curated, including a circa-1800 pe




“MY CLIENT LOVES COLOR AND
PATTERNS AND WANTED HER
HOUSE TO MIRROR THAT PASSION.

~CARLA FONTS HRNCIR

Opposite:
‘covered in Kravet pleather 0n the front and Schumacher Magnoilas Poppy
Tre Oomph;

: The breakdast (oom's laticework by Smilh Design & Manuactuing pairs with Custom chaes
the back

Below: The treakfast room’s Coleen & Company Elsie lantern trom James and the kitchen's

emenid g

uartzite siab Hom Stone Boutique. Shown in the foregrouNd. continue the green theme.
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Below, left: A Jean Jack panting
from Blue Print Gallery hangs
aove a desk from The Mews

paired with 3 chaw iom Lawa Lee

Gk to form a bedroom

Bloom print Visual Comfort &
Co. Abbot sconces from Taylors
fank the Wisteria Pagoda miror.




