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Welcome to Cold Protocols – your ultimate

guide to safe and effective cold water

immersion, also known as an ice bath or cold

plunge. Regular cold water immersion can

provide numerous benefits for overall well-

being, such as reducing muscle soreness,

fatigue, and inflammation. However, it's

crucial to follow proper protocols to ensure a

safe and effective experience.This guide will

provide you with step-by-step instructions to

help you achieve the most out of your cold

water immersion practice while minimizing the

risks.

Introduction.

What is cold water immersion

This technique activates the body's healing

mechanisms by exposing it to brief periods of

cold stress. Cold water immersion involves

immersing the body in water between 4-15°C

(40-60°F) for 2-10 minutes. 

Health Disclaimer - Before attempting an ice
bath or cold water immersion, it's important to
consult with your healthcare provider if you have
any underlying medical conditions or concerns,
such as heart conditions, high or low blood
pressure, or circulatory disorders. Cold water
immersion can also be risky for pregnant women
or individuals with a weakened immune system.
If you experience any unusual symptoms during
or after the ice bath, such as severe shivering,
dizziness, or shortness of breath, please stop
immediately and seek medical attention.

Benefits

Promotes muscle recovery

Greater energy levels

Boosts metabolism

Enhances mental clarity

Relieves stress and anxiety

Improves sleep quality

May improve immune function



6 Do's of Ice
Baths.

Start with a comfortable water temperature

and gradually experiment with lower

temperatures.

Start Slow

Stay within your cold tolerance limit and don't

push yourself too hard.

Don't Push Yourself

01 02

Wear clothes to regulate your body

temperature during the session.

Wear Clothes

Plan your cold therapy sessions and consult

with a medical professional before starting.

Plan Ahead

03 04

Prepare mentally and physically for the

experience, especially if it's your first time

Mental Preperation

Use ice baths as an addition to your workout

and recovery sessions, not as the sole

method.

Complementary Tool

05 06



Take the plunge alone, especially if you're new

to the cold therapy scene.

Being Alone

Have a warm bath or shower immediately

after your cold session, as it can shock the

body.

Heat Immediately After

03 04

Solely rely on ice baths for recovery, try

combining with other sore muscle remedies.

Relying on Ice Baths Alone

Neglect possible risks like frostbite,

anaphylactic shock, and arrhythmias.

Neglecting Health Risks

05 06

Force your body to push beyond its limits, as it

can lead to more damage than good.

Starting to Cold

Stay in the ice bath for too long, even if you're

training for cold exposure.

Stay in too Long

01 02

6 Dont's of Ice
Baths.



Ice Bath
Preperation.
Choosing the right temperature and duration:

It is essential to start with a comfortable temperature and

duration when starting a cold plunge or ice bath routine. Begin

with water that is slightly cooler than body temperature, around

12–15 degrees Celsius and gradually decrease the temperature

over time. Start with a shorter duration, around 1-2 minutes, and

slowly increase the time as your body adapts to the cold. It's

important not to push your limits too quickly, as this can lead to

shock or hypothermia.

Hydrating before and after the cold plunge/ice bath:

Drinking plenty of water before and after a cold plunge or ice bath

can help keep you hydrated and maintain your body's

temperature. This is particularly important as cold water can

cause the blood vessels to constrict, leading to decreased blood

flow and a higher risk of dehydration. It's recommended to drink

water before and after the cold plunge or ice bath, as well as

during the session, if possible.

Warming up beforehand: 

Warming up before taking an ice bath is essential to prepare your

body for the cold shock. It helps improve circulation and enables

your body to handle the cold temperature better. Light exercise

or stretching is recommended as a warm-up to increase blood

flow and warm your muscles. A warm-up also helps your body

produce heat, which will be retained during the ice bath.

Breathing Excercise:

A breathing technique is a great way to calm the mind before an

ice bath. The 4-7-8 breathing technique is a safe and easy way to

calm down before an ice bath. Relax and sit comfortably, inhale

through your nose for 4, hold for 7, and exhale through your

mouth for 8. Repeat this cycle 4 times to calm your nervous

system, lower heart rate, increase oxygen flow, and prepare for

the ice bath. pn



Taking the
Plunge.

Start by slowly immersing your feet into the water. Take deep

breaths and try to relax your muscles.

Once you feel comfortable, gradually lower your body into the

water. Remember to keep your breathing slow and controlled.

You can use a timer or clock to track your time in the bath.

Focus on taking deep, slow breaths through your nose and

exhaling slowly through your mouth.

Try to breathe in a rhythmic pattern that helps you stay calm and

relaxed.

It may be helpful to count your breaths or use a specific breathing

technique, such as the 4-7-8 method.

Keep your head and neck above the water.

Try to keep your shoulders relaxed and your arms at your sides.

If you need to move around, do so slowly and carefully to prevent

injury.

When it's time to exit, slowly stand up and take deep breaths to

help your body adjust to the temperature change.

Take your time and use caution when getting out of the bath to

avoid slips or falls.

Once you're out, wrap yourself in warm towels or blankets and

allow your body to warm up gradually.

Entering the cold plunge/ice bath:

1.

2.

3.

Maintaining proper breathing techniques:

1.

2.

3.

Maintaining proper posture:

1.

2.

3.

Exiting the cold plunge/ice bath:

1.

2.

3.

It's important to listen to your body during the ice bath experience. If

at any point you feel uncomfortable or experience any adverse

effects, such as numbness, tingling, or shortness of breath, exit the

bath immediately and seek medical attention if necessary. Remember

to hydrate before and after the ice bath, and gradually increase the

duration and intensity of your sessions over time.
pn



The Morning Routine.

Using cold water immersion in the morning can help to
increase your core body temperature, which can improve
your alertness and mental clarity for the day ahead. As
mentioned earlier, exposure to cold water causes the body
to release cortisol, which is a hormone that helps regulate
the sleep-wake cycle and increases alertness.

Additionally, cold water immersion can stimulate the body's
metabolic rate, which increases the production of heat and
raises core body temperature. This effect is due to the
body's attempt to maintain its internal temperature in
response to the cold stress. By elevating the core body
temperature in the morning, you can help to set your
circadian rhythm and promote a healthy sleep-wake cycle.

Incorporating cold water immersion into your morning
routine can also provide a natural energy boost by
activating the body's sympathetic nervous system and
releasing adrenaline. This can help to counteract the
natural dip in energy that occurs in the afternoon, keeping
you alert and focused throughout the day.

Ice Bath
Routines.
How to prepare to get the most out
of your ice bath experience

The Recovery Routine.

One of the primary benefits of ice baths for recovery is their
ability to reduce inflammation and muscle soreness. When
you exercise, your muscles experience micro-tears and
inflammation as a natural response to the stress placed on
them. By immersing yourself in cold water, you can reduce
the swelling and pain associated with this inflammation,
promoting faster recovery and reducing the risk of injury.

Cold water immersion can also improve circulation, as the
cold water causes blood vessels to constrict and then dilate
when you leave the bath. This increase in blood flow can
help to flush out metabolic waste products from the
muscles, improving their function and reducing the risk of
injury.

Moreover, ice baths can also help to prevent the
accumulation of lactic acid, which is a natural byproduct of
intense exercise that can contribute to muscle fatigue and
soreness. By reducing the amount of lactic acid in the body,
you can enhance your endurance and speed up recovery
time.



Terminology.

Importance of Cortisol

Cortisol is a hormone that helps regulate the body's stress response, as well as other processes such as

metabolism and immune function. It is typically released in response to stress, but it also follows a natural

circadian rhythm.

Ideally, cortisol levels should be highest in the morning, shortly after waking up, and then gradually decrease

throughout the day, with the lowest levels at night. This is because cortisol plays a role in regulating our

sleep-wake cycle, and high cortisol levels at night can interfere with the body's ability to fall and stay asleep.

So, when cortisol is released in the morning, it helps to increase alertness and energy levels, which can be

beneficial for starting the day. However, it's important to note that chronic stress and other factors can

disrupt the normal cortisol rhythm, leading to a variety of health issues.

Importance of Dopamine

Dopamine is a neurotransmitter that plays a crucial role in motivation, reward, and pleasure. It is often

referred to as the “feel-good” neurotransmitter because of the positive feelings it can produce. When

dopamine is released in the brain, it creates a sense of pleasure, satisfaction, and motivation that

encourages us to seek out and repeat behaviours that lead to its release.

For example, when we accomplish a goal or receive positive feedback, our brain releases dopamine, which

can create a feeling of happiness and encourage us to repeat the behaviour that led to the positive

experience. Similarly, when we engage in activities that we find enjoyable, such as listening to music,

exercising, or spending time with loved ones, dopamine is released, creating a sense of pleasure and

motivation to continue those activities.

In the context of cold water immersion, dopamine can be released as a result of the shock to the body's

system. This release of dopamine can elevate mood and increase motivation, making it easier to tackle the

challenges of the day. Additionally, regular exposure to cold water immersion can help to build up a

tolerance to stress, which can further improve motivation and resilience over time.

Having healthy levels of dopamine is important for maintaining mental and physical well-being. Low levels of

dopamine have been linked to a range of mental health conditions such as depression, anxiety, and

addiction.



Importance of Core Temperature

Core temperature plays an important role in regulating our sleep-wake cycle. The body's internal

temperature naturally fluctuates throughout the day and night, with the highest point being in the late

afternoon and the lowest point being in the early morning hours.

During the evening hours, the body's core temperature starts to decrease, which signals to the brain that it's

time to start winding down and preparing for sleep. This drop in core temperature is crucial for the body to

initiate the process of falling asleep and entering into deep, restorative sleep.

If the core temperature is too high at night, it can interfere with this natural process and make it more

difficult to fall asleep and stay asleep. This is because a higher core temperature can lead to increased

alertness, making it harder to relax and quiet the mind.On the other hand, if the core temperature is too low

in the morning, it can make it difficult to wake up and feel alert and energized for the day ahead. 

Cold water immersion causes the body's core temperature to increase because of a response called "cold

shock". When the body is exposed to cold water, it triggers a stress response that releases adrenaline and

other stress hormones, which in turn increases heart rate and blood pressure. This response also causes

blood vessels in the skin to constrict, which helps to retain heat in the body's core.

As the body is exposed to cold water, the initial reaction is to shiver, which is a natural response to generate

heat and maintain the body's core temperature. The shivering, along with the release of adrenaline,

increases the body's metabolic rate, leading to an increase in core body temperature.


