What is Purgatory?

“Purgatory is the state in which those suffer for a time
who die guilty of venial sins, or without having satisfied
for the punishment due to their sins.” (Baltimore
Catechism 1381)

In Scripture

“But | say to you, that to
every one that hath shall be
given, and he shall abound:

"Now his fellow servants, seeing
what was done, were very much
grieved, and they came and told

their lord all that d . Then hi 4
R e and from him that hath not,
lord called him; and said to him: _

Thou wicked servant, | forgave thee even that which he hath,

all the debt’ because thou Sha” be taken from h|m. But
as for those my enemies,

besoughtest me: Shouldst not thou

then have had compassion also on
thy fellow servant, even as | had reign over them, bring them

compassion on thee? And his lord hither. and kill them before
being angry, delivered him to the £ - (St. Luke 19:26-27)

torturers until he paid all the debt.”
(St. Matthew 18:31-34)

who would not have me

“Every man’s work shall be manifest; for the day of the Lord shall declare
it, because it shall be revealed in fire; and the fire shall try every man’s
work, of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide, which he hath built
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work burn, he shall
suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire.” (1% Cor. 3:13-
15) (“by fire” is in Greek, “dia puros” or purifying fire, from where the

word “purgatory” comes)



“Amen | say to thee, thou shalt not go out from thence till thou repay the
last farthing.” (St. Matthew 5:26)



According to Tradition

“There is an “Then they all blessed the just judgment of the Lord, who
ecclesiastical discipline, had discovered the things that were hidden. And so
as the faithful know, betaking themselves to prayers, they besought him, that
when the names of the the sin which had been committed might be forgotten.
martyrs are read aloud But the most valiant Judas exhorted the people to keep
in that place at the altar themselves from sin, forasmuch as they saw before their
of God, where prayer is eyes what had happened, because of the sins of those
not offered for them. that were slain. And making a gathering, he sent twelve
Prayer, however, is thousand drachms of silver to Jerusalem for sacrifice to
offered for other dead be offered for the sins of the dead, thinking well and
who are remembered. religiously concerning the resurrection (For if he had not
It is wrong to pray for a hope that they that were slain should rise again, it would
martyr, to whose have seemed superfluous and vain to pray for the dead,)
prayers we ought And because he considered that they who had fallen
ourselves be asleep with godliness, had great grace laid up for them. It
commended. (St. is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for
Augustine, Sermons) the dead, that they may be loosed from sins.” (2 Mac. 41-
46)

“Weep for those who die in their wealth and who with all their wealth prepared no
consolation for their own souls, who had the power to wash away their sins and did not
will to do it. Let us weep for them, let us assist them to the extent of our ability, let us
think of some assistance for them, small as it may be, yet let us somehow assist them.
But how, and in what way? By praying for them and by entreating others to pray for
them, by constantly giving alms to the poor on their behalf. Not in vain was it decreed
by the apostles that in the awesome mysteries remembrance should be made of the
departed. They knew that here there was much gain for them, much benefit.” (St. John
Chrysostom, Homilies on Philippians)

“If a man distinguish in himself what is peculiarly human from that which is irrational,
and if he be on the watch for a life of greater urbanity for himself, in this present life he
will purify himself of any evil contracted, overcoming the irrational by reason. If he has

inclined to the irrational pressure of the passions, using for the passions the
cooperating hide of things irrational, he may afterward in a quite different manner be
very much interested in what is better, when, after his departure out of the body, he
gains knowledge of the difference between virtue and vice and finds that he is not able
to partake of divinity until he has been purged of the filthy contagion in his soul by the
purifying fire.” (St. Gregory of Nyssa, Sermon on the Dead)



