
M
y heavens! Moons,

stars and all things

celestial have sent

trendsetters’ spirits into orbit.

From beauty products to home

accessories, there’s sure to be

an intergalactic motif you’ll

find out of this world. 
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P lenty of middling books
have been turned into great
movies. Few would consid-

er The Godfather or Jaws great
American novels; few would deny
they became great American
films. It’s grappling with the
literary masters that gives film-
makers fits. There are exceptions,
of course, but the qualities that
make a novel soar — interior
voice, an intangible worldview,
what have you — differ from the
ingredients of movie magic. 

And if you’re adapting Philip
Roth, as Ewan McGregor has
done with his directorial debut
American Pastoral, you might as
well quit before you start. Some
minor Roth books have been
turned into solid films, including
this year’s Indignation. But the
biggies — Portnoy’s Complaint,
Goodbye, Columbus, The Human
Stain — were dead on arrival.
They failed to conjure a cinematic
language for Roth’s mastery of
tone and character. 

McGregor had heard about the
Roth curse, especially as he’s done
press for the new film. 

“I’m hearing it multiple times
daily about how difficult it is,” he
says by phone. “I don’t know. I
thought his book was just full of
detail, and I think that’s good. You
can’t make a movie experience the
same as a novel experience. You
can’t. I mean, it’s just two differ-
ent things.”

American Pastoral is no minor
Roth. The 1998 Pulitzer winner
pops up on all kinds best-books-
of-the-century lists. It’s one of my
favorite novels, a fact that gener-
ated two conflicting approaches
as I went to see the film. The first:
They’d have to really screw this up
for me to hate it. The second: The
smallest little misstep might send 
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Filming
‘American

Pastoral’ no
easy feat

Ewan McGregor both directs
and stars in American Pastoral,
an adaptation of Philip Roth’s
Pulitzer-winning novel. 

Lionsgate

See BRINGING Page 2E

Front and center above the stage,
with polished tin pipes rising nearly
40 feet, the Lay Family Organ is one of
the most dramatic visual features of
the Meyerson Symphony Center. Built
by the distinguished Massachusetts
firm of C.B. Fisk and inaugurated in
1992, it revolutionized thinking about
concert hall organs and sparked a
veritable explosion of such instru-
ments around the world.

Sadly, the Dallas Symphony Or-
chestra almost never programs orches-
tral works with major organ parts —
just the occasional texture filler in
pieces like the Brahms German Requi-
em. Even the more prominent organ
part in the Saint-Saëns Organ Sym-
phony was seriously underplayed in
recent DSO performances. 

But after years when the organ was
never heard in solo recitals, the DSO
revived an annual three-recital series
two years ago. This year’s series begins
Sunday afternoon, with a Pipedreams

Live! presentation hosted by Michael
Barone, whose weekly radio program
of the same name is aired by some 125
stations nationally and available on-
line (Locally, it’s broadcast at 10 p.m.
Sundays on WRR-FM (101.1). The
DSO’s “Opus 100” organ series will
continue with recitals by Thomas
Trotter (March 26) and Nathan Laube
(June 14). 

The performers will be outstanding
Dallas organists Scott Dettra, James 
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Ready for more ‘Pipedreams’?
By SCOTT CANTRELL

Special Contributor
scantrellmusic@gmail.com
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“It’s music I think will have great appeal and interest,” says Michael
Barone of this year’s Pipedreams Live! series. He’s pictured at the con-
sole of the Wanamaker Grand Court Organ in Philadelphia.

Yearly organ recital series kicks off Sunday with works both familiar, fresh

DRESS YOUR
WALLS
Catch a falling star and put it in
your pocket, or on your wall:
Three-piece collection of gold
stars for walls, $320, Macy’s;
Moon Child banner, $16, Gypsy
Wagon, 2928 N. Henderson
Ave., Dallas; 2017 Moon calendar
by Hammerpress, $30, and
selection of prints, starting at
$20, available at Read Between
the Lines, 2412 Victory Park
Lane, Dallas,
readbetweenthelines.com.

WEARTHE
LOOK
Here’s your chance to
dress the part of a
superstar: Moon
necklaces, starting at
$62, Gypsy Wagon, 2928
N. Henderson Ave.,
Dallas; 360 Cashmere
sweater, $380, and Fox
belly and leather
collarless vest with stars
from Jocelyn, $650, Saint
Bernard, 5570 W. Lovers
Lane, Dallas,
saintbernard.com.
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Give your
earthlyhomea

touch of the
celestial realm
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NATURAL BEAUTY
Sparkle and shine with beauty
looks inspired by the night sky:
Wish Upon a Star refillable
compact designed by Monica
Rich Kosann for Estee Lauder,
$175, esteelauder.com; Urban
Decay Moondust Eyeshadow
Palette, $49, Sephora, Ulta,
Macy’s location, beauty.com and
urbandecay.com.
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sky’s
the limit


