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Sammie Raynolds, operations manager for Wild Zora Foods, applies labels to boxes of the company's natural meat-and-
vegetable snack bars in preparation for shipping the products to Walmart distribution centers across the country. Two 
semis left the downtown Loveland facility Thursday. (Wild Zora Foods / Special to the Loveland Reporter-Herald) 

Zora and Josh Tabin, founders of Loveland-based Wild Zora Foods, say they finally can 
catch their breath after sending two semitrailers packed full of their meat-and-veggie bars to 
Walmart distribution centers across the country Thursday. 

Tabin said Friday that he and his wife had been focusing on their online and Amazon 
business, rather than brick-and-mortar sales, when Walmart came calling. 



"We just couldn't say no when the world's largest retailer said they wanted to get us on their 
shelves," he said. 

Because Walmart has so very many stores, they had to arrange a modest contract: 
Thursday's shipment went to 42 distribution centers, including the one in east Loveland, 
which will supply 1,000 Walmarts with the all-natural snack bars made in downtown 
Loveland. 

One thousand stores represents just 8 percent of Walmart's locations, Tabin said. If Wild 
Zora had tried to put just one box of each of its flavors in every store, "it would have been a 
$20 million order that we had to refill every week." 

As it was, filling the anticipated order from Walmart took three months of solid work, a 
doubling of the company's workforce and an expansion of the operation that now has a 
capacity six times as great as before, he said. 

"We had to build the airplane as it was going down the runway," Tabin said, adding that he 
was grateful for the city of Loveland's cooperation in getting all the necessary approvals 
through quickly. 

The need to hire workers, buy raw materials and expand the facility stretched the Tabins' 
finances, he said.  

"We couldn't make payroll. Zora and I had to mortgage our home," he said. "It was a wild 
ride." 

Tabin said he expects the replenishment orders from Walmart to come in more slowly. And 
he's ready for them, with a workforce of 25 employees and a system that can turn out in one 
week what used to take six. 

The one-year contract from Walmart is "an incredible honor," he said. "We still think we're 
a small family company. 



 
In this photo from November 2015, Josh and Zora Tabin, owners of Wild Zora Foods, pose for a photo with some of their 
meat-and-vegetable snack-food bars. (Jenny Sparks / Loveland Reporter-Herald) 

"We never considered that we would be able to go into a retailer as big as Walmart this early 
in our business," Tabin said of Wild Zora, which is entering its fifth year. 

Although the Walmart contract involved just the Wild Zora bars, in flavors such as Chili 
Beef, BBQ Beef, Mediterranean Lamb and Apple Pork, the company also makes backpacker-
friendly freeze-dried meals as the result of last January's acquisition of Paleo Meals To Go. 

To start producing those products, Wild Zora had to buy freeze-driers, Tabin said, and the 
company recently rolled out a line of freeze-dried soups. 

In addition to Walmart, Wild Zora products can be found in Natural Grocers, Safeway, King 
Soopers and REI stores, as well as online at  wildzora.com and Amazon.com.  
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Bobby Gunion, left, operations specialist with Wild Zora Foods, drives a forklift behind the company's downtown Loveland 
facility while loading one of two semi trailers with the company's natural, gluten-free snack bars last week. (Wild Zora 
Foods / Loveland Reporter-Herald) 
 


