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Men’s Basketweave Vest

Designed by Jodi Lewanda

Directions are for size S; changes for sizes M, L, XL, and 
XXL are in parentheses.

Finished Chest: 39½ (43, 46, 49, 52)”
Finished Length: 24 (25, 26, 26½, 27)”

RED HEART® “Soft Yarn”:  3 (4, 4, 5, 5) balls 1882 Toast.

Knitting Needle: 4.5mm (US 7)
Circular Knitting Needle: 4.5mm (US 7) – 16” length
Yarn needle, 1 stitch holder and 4 stitch markers.

GAUGE: 20 sts = 4”; 28 rows = 4” in Basketweave Stitch
pattern. CHECK YOUR GAUGE. Use any size 
needles to obtain the specified gauge.

VEST
Back 
** Cast on 99 (107, 115, 123, 131) sts. Work in ribbing as 
follows:
Row 1 (Right Side): *K1, p1; repeat from * across, end k1.
Row 2: *P1, k1; repeat from * across, end p1.
Repeat Rows 1 and 2 for ribbing for 1½ (1½, 1¾, 1¾, 2)”, 
end by working Row 2. 
Now work in Basketweave Stitch pattern as follows: 
Row 1 (Right Side): Knit.
Row 2: K4, p3, *k5, p3; repeat from * across, end k4.
Row 3: P4, k3, *p5, k3; repeat from * across, end p4.
Row 4: Repeat Row 2.
Row 5: Knit.
Row 6: P3, *k5, p3; repeat from * across.
Row 7: K3, *p5, k3; repeat from * across.
Row 8: Repeat Row 6.
Repeat rows 1-8 for Basketweave Stitch pattern
until 14½ (15, 15½, 16, 16½)” from beginning, end by 
working Row 2.**

Shape Armholes
Keeping continuity of pattern, bind off  2 (4, 4, 6, 6) sts at 
the beginning of the next 2 rows – 95 (99, 107, 111, 119) 
sts. Then decrease 2 sts at the beginning of the next 4 
rows – 87 (91, 99, 103, 111) sts. Work until armhole mea-
sures 9 (9½, 10, 10½, 10½)”. End by working a wrong side 
row.

Shape Back Neck and Shoulders
Keeping continuity of pattern across 28 (28, 30, 31, 33) 
sts, join another ball of yarn and bind off center 31 (35, 39, 
41, 45) sts, continue to work in pattern across remaining 
28 (28, 30, 31, 33) sts. Working both shoulders at once. 
Work one row even. 
Next Row: Dec 1 st at each neck edge  – 27 (27, 29, 30, 
32) sts each shoulder. Work one row even. Bind off 14 (14,
15, 15, 16) sts at the beginning of the next 2 rows. Bind off
13 (13, 14, 15, 16) sts at the beginning of the next 2 rows.

Front
Work same as Back from ** to **.

Here’s a classic style to please your man 
(or please yourself if you are a male). The 

basketweave stitch pattern has a great knit texture 
not found in your usual ready to wear vests. 

https://www.yarnspirations.com/red-heart-mens-basketweave-vest/RHK0432-022540M.html#utm_source=pdf-yarnspirations&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=pdf-RHK0432-022540M
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Shape Armholes, V-neck and Shoulders
Work armhole shaping same as for  Back, AND AT THE 
SAME TIME, on first row of armhole shaping, slip the cen-
ter front st onto a holder, join another ball of yarn and con-
tinue to work in pattern to end. Work both sides at once. 
Next Row: Bind off 1 st at each edge of V-neck every 
other row 6 (7, 8, 9, 11) times, then every 4th row 10 (11, 
12, 12, 12) times  – 27 (27, 29, 30, 32) sts each shoulder. 
Work even until armhole measures same as Back, end by 
working a wrong side row.

FINISHING
Neckband
Sew shoulder and side seams. 
With right side facing and circular needle, beginning at 
right shoulder seam, pick up and K37 (43, 45, 47, 51) 
sts across back neck edge, 44 (46, 48, 50, 50) sts down 
left front neck edge, place marker, 1 st from stitch holder, 
place marker, and 44 (46, 48, 50, 50) sts up right front 
neck edge  – 126 (136, 142, 148, 152) sts. Place double 
markers for beginning of round.
Round 1: Work in K1, P1 ribbing to 2 sts before marker, 
P2tog, slip marker, K1, slip marker, P2tog, work K1, P1 to 
end of round. 
Round 2: Working in established ribbing pattern until 2 
sts before marker, ssk, slip marker, K1, slip marker, K2tog, 
work to end of round.
Repeat rounds 1 and 2, once more. Bind off in ribbing, 
remove markers.

Armbands
With right side facing and circular needle,  
pick up 108 (112, 116, 120, 120) sts evenly around 
armhole edge. Work in ribbing for 4 (4, 4, 5, 5) rounds. 
Bind off in ribbing.

RED HEART® “Soft Yarn”: Art. E728 
available in solid color 5 oz (140 g),  
256 yd (234 m), print 4 oz (113 g),  
204 yd (187 m), and heathers 4oz,  
(113g) 212 yd (194m) balls.

ABBREVIATIONS: dec = decrease; K2tog = knit next 2 
sts together; P2tog = purl next 2 sts together;
ssk = slip next two stitches knitwise to right needle, insert 
point of left needle through front of sts, knit these sts to-
gether through back loop. st(s) = stitch(es).
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