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Seeds of Spring 
Baby Cardi

This classic cabled cardigan is perfect for 
baby’s busy life. Knit it in pink as shown for a 

little princess, or in boy colors for a little prince.

BACK
With smaller needles, cast on 46 (50, 54, 58) 
sts.
Row 1 (wrong side): Purl.
Work in 2x2 Rib until piece measures 1½” (4 
cm) from beginning; end with a wrong side row.
Change to larger needles.
Set-Up Row (right side): K11 (13, 15, 17),
place marker, work Row 2 of Twisted Cable
Pattern, place marker, k8 for center Garter st
panel, place marker, work Row 2 of Twisted
Cable Pattern, place marker, k to end of row.
Next Row: Work in St st (knit on right side,
purl on wrong side) to marker, slip marker,
work next row of Twisted Cable Pattern, slip
marker, k8, slip marker, work next row of
Twisted Cable Pattern, slip marker, work in St
st to end of row.
Repeat last row until piece measures 11
(12, 13, 14)” [28 (30.5, 33, 35.5) cm] from
beginning. Bind off.

LEFT FRONT
With smaller needles, cast on 26 (28, 30, 32) 
sts.
Row 1 (wrong side): K6 for front band, p to 
end of row.
Notes: In next row (right side), begin the rib 
with k2 for sizes 6 and 18 months, begin rib 
with p2 for sizes 12 and 24 months. This is to 
ensure that the 2x2 Rib pattern ends with p2 
before the 6 front band stitches are knit.
Row 2: Work in 2x2 Rib to last 6 sts, k6.
Row 3: K6, knit the knits sts and purl the purl 
sts to end of row.
Repeat last 2 rows until piece measures 1½” 
(4 cm) from beginning; end with a wrong side 
row.
Change to larger needles.
Set-Up Row (right side): K12 (14, 16, 18), 
place marker, work Row 2 of Twisted Cable 
Pattern, place marker, k6 for front band.

Directions are for size 6 months. Changes 
for sizes 12 months, 18 months, and 24 
months are in parentheses

Finished Chest: 20 (22, 24, 26)” [51 (56, 61, 
66) cm]
Finished Length: 11 (12, 13, 14)” [28 (30.5,
33, 35.5) cm]

See Schematics on last page.

Special Stitch
M1 = Make 1 (Increase) – Lift strand between 
needles to left-hand needle and knit strand 
through the back loop, twisting it to prevent a 
hole.

Pattern Stitches
2x2 Rib (multiple of 4 sts)
Row 1 (right side): *K2, p2; repeat from * to 
end of row.
Row 2: K the knit sts and p the purl sts, as 
they appear.
Repeat last row for 2x2 Rib.

Twisted Cable Pattern (over 8 sts)
Row 1 (wrong side): K2, p4, k2.
Row 2: P2, k4, p2.
Rows 3 and 4: Repeat Rows 1 and 2.
Row 5: Repeat Row 1.
Row 6: P2, knit the 4th stitch on left hand 
needle but do not remove from needle, knit 3rd 
stitch on left hand needle but do not remove 
from needle, knit 2nd stitch on left hand 
needle but do not remove from needle, knit 
the first stitch on left hand needle and draw all 
four stitches off the needle at once, p2.
Repeat Rows 1–6 for Twisted Cable Pattern

Note
Markers are used to indicate cable panels. Slip 
markers as you come to them. Use of markers 
in this manner is optional.

RED HEART® Soft 
Baby Steps®, Art. E746 
available in solid color 

5 oz (142 g), 256 yd (234 m); 
multicolor 4 oz (113 g), 204 yd 
(187 m) and smart print 3 0z (85 g), 
153 yd (140 m) balls 

Designed by Cathy Payson 

What you will need:

RED HEART® Soft Baby Steps®:  
2 (3, 3, 4) balls 9702 Strawberry

Susan Bates® Knitting needles: 
4.5mm [US 7] and 5mm [US 8]

2 small stitch holders, stitch 
markers, five ¾” (19 mm) buttons, 
yarn needle

GAUGE: 17 sts = 4” (10 cm); 23 
rows = 4” (10 cm) in Stockinette 
st (k on right side, p on wrong 
side) using larger needles. CHECK 
YOUR GAUGE. Use any size 
needles to obtain the gauge.
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Schematic on next page

Next Row (wrong side): Knit to marker, slip 
marker, work next row of Twisted Cable 
Pattern, slip marker, purl to end of row.
Next Row: Knit to marker, slip marker, work next 
row of Twisted Cable Pattern, slip marker, k6.
Repeat last 2 rows until piece measures 9½ 
(10½, 11, 12)” [24 (26.5, 28, 30.5) cm], end 
with a right side row.

Shape Neck
Row 1 (wrong side): K6 and place these front 
band sts on stitch holder, bind off 5 sts, p to 
end of row—15 (17, 19, 21) sts remain on 
needle.
Row 2: Knit.
Row 3: Bind off 3 sts, purl to end of row—12 
(14, 16, 18) sts.
Row 4: Knit.
Row 5: Bind off 1 st, purl to end of row—11 
(13, 15, 17) sts.
Repeat last 2 rows 1 (1, 2, 2) more times—10 
(12, 13, 15) sts.
Work even in St st over remaining sts until 
piece measures same as back. Bind off.
Place 5 markers across front band for buttons. 
Place first marker about 1” (2.5 cm) above 
lower edge and next marker ½” (1.5 cm) 
below top edge of front band stitches on 
holder. Evenly space remaining 3 markers 
between the first two markers.

RIGHT FRONT
With smaller needles, cast on 26 (28, 30, 32) 
sts.
Row 1 (wrong side): Purl to last 6 sts, k6.
Row 2: K6, *p2, k2; repeat from * to end of row.
Row 3: Knit the knit sts and purl the purl sts to 
last 6 sts, k6.
Repeat last 2 rows until piece measures 1” 
(2.5 cm) from beginning; end with a wrong 
side row.

Buttonhole Row (right side): K2, yo, k2tog, 
k2, *p2, k2; repeat from * to end of row.
Next Row: Knit the knit sts and purl the purl 
sts to last 6 sts, k6.
Change to larger needles.
While working remainder of right front, work 
buttonholes as in Buttonhole Row on right side 
rows opposite each button marker of Left Front.
Set-Up Row (right side): K6 for front band, 
place marker, work Row 2 of Twisted Cable 
Pattern, place marker, knit to end of row.
Next Row (wrong side): Purl to marker, slip 
marker, work next row of Twisted Cable 
Pattern, slip marker, knit to end of row.
Next Row: K6, slip marker, work next row of 
Twisted Cable Pattern, slip marker, knit to end 
of row.
Repeat last 2 rows until piece measures 9½ 
(10½, 11, 12)” [24 (26.5, 28, 30.5) cm], end 
with a wrong side row.

Shape Neck
Row 1 (right side): K6 and place these front 
band sts on stitch holder, bind off 5 sts, knit 
to end of row—15 (17, 19, 21) sts remain on 
needle.
Row 2: Purl.
Row 3: Bind off 3 sts, knit to end of row—12 
(14, 16, 18) sts.
Row 4: Purl.
Row 5: Bind off 1 st, knit to end of row—11 
(13, 15, 17) sts.
Repeat last 2 rows 1 (1, 2, 2) more times—10 
(12, 13, 15) sts.
Work even in St st over remaining sts until 
piece measures same as back. Bind off.

SLEEVES (make 2)
With smaller needles, cast on 30 (32, 34, 36) 
sts.
Row 1 (wrong side): Purl.
Work in 2x2 Rib until piece measures 1” (2.5 
cm) from beginning, end with a wrong side row.

Change to larger needles.
Set Up Row (right side): K11 (12, 13, 14), 
place marker, work Row 2 of Twisted Cable 
Pattern, place marker, knit to end of row.
Next 5 Rows: Work in St st to marker, slip 
marker, work next row of Twisted Cable 
Pattern, slip marker, work in St st to end of row.
Increase Row (right side): K1, M1, knit to 
marker, slip marker, work next row of Twisted 
Cable Pattern, slip marker, knit to last st, M1, 
k1—32 (34, 36, 38) sts.
Repeat last 6 rows 4 (5, 6, 7) more times—40 
(44, 48, 52) sts.
Next Row: Work in St st to marker, slip marker, 
work next row of Twisted Cable Pattern, slip 
marker, work in St st to end of row.
Repeat last row until piece measures 7 (8, 9, 
10)” [18 (20.5, 23, 25.5) cm] from beginning. 
Bind off.

FINISHING
Sew shoulder seams. Centering top of sleeve 
over shoulder seam, sew sleeves in place. 
Sew side and sleeve seams.

Neckband
With right side facing and smaller needles, 
knit the 6 right front band sts from holder, pick 
up and k54 (56, 58, 60) sts across neck edge, 
knit the 6 left front band sts from holder—66 
(68, 70, 72) sts.
Next Row: K6, work in 2x2 Rib to last 6 sts, k6.
Repeat last row until band measures 1” (2.5 
cm), end with a wrong side row. Bind of all sts 
knitwise.
Weave in ends. Block cardigan. Sew buttons 
to right front band, opposite buttonholes.

ABBREVIATIONS
k = knit; k2tog = knit next 2 sts together; p 
= purl; st(s) = stitch(es); * = repeat whatever 
follows the * as indicated.
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