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Introduction

For the Indestructible Joy
of the Next Generations

AS A CONCLUSION to his famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
told a story that, for generations, has been famous among Sunday
school children and, for decades, has captured the desire of our hearts
for the next generations:

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it
did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone
who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it
fell, and great was the fall of it” (Matthew 7:24-27).

We don’t want to raise a generation of fools who grow up hearing,
yet neglecting, the words of Jesus. We want our children to be among
the wise in their generation. We want them to be equipped for living
by faith in the Son of God, walking in His ways, trusting Him in
every circumstance, standing firm against the schemes of the devil,
forsaking the things of this world and the desires of the flesh, laying
up treasures in heaven, holding fast with confidence in His goodness,
resting in His sovereignty, running with endurance the race that is
set before them, persevering in the full assurance of hope, pressing
on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus, standing on the promises of God, and enduring in an unshakable
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faith when the inevitable storms of life blow and beat against them.
The fruit of this unshakable faith is an indestructible joy.

AsJesus’ final hour was approaching he warned his disciples that
the storms were coming. “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation
and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my
name’s sake” (Matthew 24:9). On the night before He endured the
cross, Jesus said, "Truly, truly...you will weep and lament, but the
world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful...” But on the heels of that
warning, Jesus quickly assured them that their “’sorrow will turn into
joy....and no one will take your joy from you” (John 16:20-22). In other
words, the fruit of their unshakable faith was an indestructible joy.

For more than 20 years, the pursuit of this indestructible joy for
the next generations has been the heartbeat of Children Desiring
God. On several occasions during this span, God used many voices
to inspire, encourage, and support thousands in this pursuit as men
and women from across this country and around the world gathered
in Minnesota, and once in Indiana, for our national conferences.
This book is an effort to gather a taste of these timeless messages
into one place with the prayer that they will continue to inspire,
encourage, and support thousands more. As you read the words of
these servants, and perhaps listen to their original messages online
at Truth78.org/anthology, let them serve as a reminder of this
pursuit that has defined our ministry. This pursuit for indestructible
joy remains unchanged as Children Desiring God begins this new
season as Truth78.



