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Having a long-term vision is crucial
for discipling children and youth. 

This book presents a vision of indestructible joy for the next generations—a joy that can’t 
be destroyed in the best, or worst, of times—a joy that can withstand the temptations, 
the trials, and the persecutions of the world. Each chapter is drawn from messages given 
over the past 15 years at the national conference for Children Desiring God (now Truth78). 
John Piper, Albert Mohler, Russell Moore, Bruce Ware, and more encourage parents and 
teachers to proclaim the whole counsel of God to nurture the faith of the next generations.

“Our vision for the next generation is a vision for the indestructible joy of our children, and 
for the unsurpassable joy of those who love them and care about the outcome of their faith.”

—David Michael

“Children need to hear the words of God because when they hear the words of God, they are 
not just hearing a story, they are not just hearing doctrines, they are hearing Jesus Christ.”
	 —russell moore

 
“Do you want the children in your ministry to come to a deep, strong, unshakeable faith 
and be saved from sin and hell? The word of God rightly taught does that.”

—John Piper

“The default is that if we’re going to live in Canaan, our children will be Canaanites, unless 
there is some massive intervention that will prevent it. The last thing that should surprise 
us, given the biblical worldview, is that our children will look like the culture around 
them. That should never surprise us. The exception is anyone who would stand over as 
separate from that culture.”  

—Albert Mohler 

“We will only understand the glory of grace, of salvation, of freedom from the bondage of 
sin, and forgiveness from the guilt of sin, when we understand how bad sin is. Without a 
true understanding of their problem, children will have no context for seeing how glorious 
the solution is in Christ.” 

—Bruce Ware

D A V I D  A N D  S A L L Y  M I C H A E L  are the co-founders of Truth78 (originally called Children 
Desiring God). Their ministry has been marked by a strong commitment to equipping and 
partnering with parents and churches in discipling the next generations. Supported by John 
Piper, their pastor for 33 years and ministry colleague, they have developed a philosophy of 
ministry and resources which reflect sound doctrine for ministry to children. The Michaels now 
live in Indianapolis where they serve families at College Park Church. They enjoy spending time 
with their daughter Kristi, daughter Amy and her husband Gary, and three grandchildren.
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