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Summary: This elegant book is a  
combination of writings, Bible study, and 
journal pages that help the reader ponder 
the question, “Who are we as Americans?” 

JPL worked closely with the client to 
incorporate poetry, essays, references, and 
imagery into a beautiful book that honors 
not only their late father, but what it means 
to live in our country in modern times.

F A I T H

R E A S O N

W O R K S

In A Primer for Americans in Our Time, our father writes that what made America profoundly 
different, and what set America apart from all other civilizations in the world was the pas-
sionate pursuit of faith, reason, and works—in combination—by its founding generations. 

In part two, we seek to bring full expression to faith, reason, and works, as found in actual 
documents and writings delivered and professed by the people of America’s founding 
generations. Even though we separate faith, reason, and works to further detail them, clearly 
the premise claimed in A Primer—faith, reason, works in combination—was prevalent in the 
establishment of America. 

The people who were bold enough to come to the New World and courageous enough to 
stay, were fully committed to keeping this haven of freedom from the rest of the world. Their 
independent spirit relied on the combination and intertwining of the three—faith, reason, and 
works—reasonably affirmed, from the pulpits, to the townships, and in their labors. Although 
not always easy, their struggle was real—for the sake of freedom and liberty for all. 

 

FAITH
I N  T H E  B E G I N N I N G
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“Their ends were good and honorable; 
their calling lawful and urgent; and 
therefore they might expect the 
blessing of God in their proceeding…

…all great and honorable actions are 
accompanied with great difficulties, and 
both must be enterprised and overcome 
with answerable courage.” 

 WILLIAM BRADFORD
 History of Plymouth Plantation, Chap IV.
 written between 1630–1646

T H E  N A T U R E  A N D  F R U I T S  O F  F A I T H

KING JAMES BIBLE 
BOOK OF HEBREWS CHAPTER 1 1  VERSE 1 
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The voyage on the crowded Mayflower would take 66 days. 

September 6, 1620 – November 9, 1620 
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A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R

J A M E S  R .  S E Y F E R T H

James R. Seyferth, a native of Michigan, attended 
Northwestern University where he majored in 
Philosophy and History. After graduation he spent 

four years in the Navy during World War II where 
he developed his passion for American freedom and  
composed the centerpiece of this book. After the Navy, 
he married Annajane Yeager and together they had two 
children who carry his passion for American freedom to 
the completion of this book after his passing.

It is with love and appreciation of our father that we present the reader with this Primer, hoping 
that it will inspire in others an intense desire for keeping our country truly free as our Founders 
intended and so brilliantly gave to the world. 

A PRIMER FOR 

AMERICANS
IN OUR TIME

B Y  J A M E S  R .  S E Y F E R T H
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2“To Battle!”—Snakes vs. Pitchfork, Frisbee, and Rocks

C lear cool water, clear blue sky, and a strong rope swing—it was the makings of a perfect day at the river. Our family and some friends were spending a few days at a cabin on the Sabinal River near Utopia, Texas. This was a time to get away and have fun in nature.

A short hike from the cabin, a rope swing dangled invitingly from a huge Lost Maple tree leaning over the river. The dads came down with us to this epicenter of fun. They watched from out in the waist-deep, slow-moving, clear river as we swung to them. My turn to swing came. I was nervous, but mostly excited. All the others were boys, so there was no way I would show any fear. I grabbed the rope and hung on—and kept holding. I didn’t let go a bit early as some kids had done. I didn’t release it in the prime spot where it was deepest. I didn’t let go even after the momen-tum shifted and swung me back toward the tree. My father called for me to brace myself as I headed into the trunk of the tree. Incredibly, my legs came around and I pushed off with my feet and managed to shimmy down the rope with only a few abrasions. 

10
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Minoan Crete, named for Minos, held sway for half a millennium 
(2000-1500 bc), until, weakened by the volcanic explosion of Thera (mod-
ern day Santorini) around 1500, she slowly yielded supremacy to the city-
states of the Peloponnese. Eleven centuries later, Plato would invent a time-
less tale about the lost continent of Atlantis, modeling it, so I believe, on 
ancient memories of the Minoan Empire. According to Plato’s Timaeus, Atlantis reached its height 9000 years before 

the time of Solon, the founder of the Athenian democracy (about 600 bc).  
If we read 9000 as an exaggeration of 900, and then count backward from 
Solon, we arrive at the exact period when Thera exploded, forming a tsu-
nami that would have hit the coast of Crete with the same fury as the leg-
endary wave that cast the proud Atlantis into the sea. The fact that Plato—
who would have been well aware of the legendary/mythological claim that 
Theseus, Prince of Athens, ended Crete’s hegemony over Athens by braving 
the labyrinth and killing the Minotaur—presents Atlantis as a rival to Athens 
offers further evidence that Plato had the distant rumors of Minoan Crete in 
mind when he fashioned Atlantis.  Although Crete, unlike Atlantis, was not destroyed by the eruption 

and the subsequent tsunami, the damage they inflicted and the interruption 
to trade they caused likely checked Crete’s influence in the Mediterranean, 
allowing her Greek neighbors to the northwest to slowly eclipse her. In any 
case, Knossos itself was sacked by the Greeks of the Peloponnese around 
1420, causing a shift in the center of power. For the next two centuries (1400-
1200 bc), the military and cultural headquarters of Greece would be housed 
at Mycenae, the legendary palace of Atreus and his son Agamemnon. True to Homer’s depiction of it in the Iliad, the Mycenaean Empire 

was really a conglomeration of independent city states, including the Sparta 
of Menelaus, the Tiryns (or Argos) of Diomedes, the Pylos of Nestor, the 
Ithaca of Odysseus, and the Salamis of Ajax, with Mycenae being the rich-
est and most powerful. Crete was part of this conglomeration—Homer says 
her King Idomeneus sent eighty ships to the Trojan War—but she no lon-
ger called the shots. Though Homer’s Bronze Age warriors surely took part 
in raids from which they brought back rich spoils, their written language 
(the cuneiform Linear B), with its endless lists of material goods and slaves, 
reveals that the Mycenaean Empire was a bureaucratic one grounded in a 

5

C H A P T E R

ONE

THE GLORY THAT 

WAS GREECE

Whenever the life and legacy of ancient Greece are invoked, the city that 

immediately springs to mind is Athens. And that is as it should be, since what 

we call the Golden Age of Greece is essentially equivalent to the Golden Age 

of Athens. Still, in the annals of ancient Greece, Athens is a relative latecomer 

on the scene. She was not, in fact, the first or second or even third center of 

Hellenic power and culture. Those centers sprang up to the south and then 

to the east of the city of Athena. 

FROM BRONZE AGE TO IRON AGE

The first great civilization of ancient Greece did not appear on the mainland 

but on the island of Crete. Located, like Sicily, at the crossroads between 

Europe (to the north), Africa (to the south), and Asia (to the east), Crete 

built a trading empire that was both highly advanced and richly cosmopoli-

tan. The palace of Knossos, home to the legendary King Minos, boasted 

modern plumbing, solariums, frescoes of great beauty and delicacy, and an 

intricate maze of rooms that may have given rise to tales of the labyrinth 

where Minos kept the dreaded Minotaur imprisoned. 
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The map is a 1778 French map of Rhode Island showing the positions and operations of the Continental Army 
commanded by Major General John Sullivan (1740-1795) and the French fleet. It depicts their battles against the 
British Forces during the Battle of Rhode Island (Quaker Hill and the Siege of Newport) on 29 August 1778 until 
their eventual retreat on the night of 30 August 1778.

Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division
LoC Control Number: gm71000885. Public Domain

– 17 –17

 annotated transcript of excerpts from  bThe London Gazette Numb. 11921.
Published by AuthorityFrom Saturday, October 24 to Tuesday, October 27, 1778

Whitehall, October 27, 1778. The Dispatches, of which the following are Extracts, from General Sir Henry Clinton,37 Knight of the 

Bath, to the Right Honourable Lord George Germain,38 One of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries 

of State, were received on Sunday last, from Lieutenant Grove,39 of His Majesty’s Ship the Apollo,40 

which left New York on the 17th of September, and arrived at Plymouth on the 23d Instant.

 

37 General Sir Henry Clinton (1730-1795) succeeded General Sir William Howe as Commander in Chief, North America, in 1777 and 

served in that post until 1782.
38 Lord George Germain, later 1st Viscount Sackville, (1716-1785), was Secretary of State for the Colonies between 10 November 1775 

and 10 February 1782. See Alan Valentine, Lord George Germain (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1962).

39 Thomas Saunders Grove was born about 1737 and joined the Royal Navy on 18 July 1747. Grove passed his examination for 

Lieutenant on 6 September 1758, commissioned a Lieutenant in the Royal Navy on 21 November 1762. As a Lieutenant he commanded 

the18-gun Pondicherry from 12 December 1780 to 2 March 1784, during which time he participated in the second Battle of Cuddalore on 20 

June 1783. Promoted to Commander on 25 September 1809, he died in January 1814.
40 The 32-gun frigate Apollo, commanded by Captain Philemon Pownoll.
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The Holy Spirit’s vital role 

in unveiling His Word, the Bible
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The Master’s Seminary, Senior Pastor of Anchorage Grace Church, Anchorage, Alaska

BRIAN OVERHOLTZER, MDiv.  

The Master’s Seminary, Student Pastor of Providence Bible Church, Culpeper, Virginia

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION*: 

… a balanced and sharply focused emphasis on the Holy Spirit’s illuminating 

ministry … Here is a sound, biblical antidote to the shallow superficiality 

and silly pragmatism that have commandeered so many pulpits today. 

John MacArthur, Pastor-Teacher of Grace Community Church,  

Sun Valley, California

… a valuable tool in gaining insight into the illuminating work of the Holy 

Spirit in preaching. 

Steve Lawson, Professor of Preaching at The Master’s Seminary, 

Teaching Fellow and Board Member at Ligonier Ministries 

… full of biblical insight, historical wisdom, and pastoral warmth … 

a preaching manual that goes beneath the surface and goes straight for 

the heart. 

Stephen Nichols, President of Reformation Bible College,  

Chief Academic Officer for Ligonier Ministries,  

and a Ligonier Ministries Teaching Fellow

… we must thank God for this treatment of the Spirit’s illuminating work 

in preaching. 

Conrad Mbewe, Pastor of Kabwata Baptist Church, Lusaka, Zambia

*Previously published as Illuminated Preaching, by DayOne Publications, 2010. This edition has been updated 

and reorganized.
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1

THE LORDSHIP OF  
JESUS CHRIST

Since the Scriptures clearly teach that Jesus is Lord,  each of us must make sure we have personally  accepted Jesus as the Lord of our lives.

Scriptural Teaching1 Corinthians 1:2 “To the church of God which is at Corinth, 
to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by 
calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours”
What makes someone a Christian? How do you know if you are 
a Christian? Are you a Christian because you have been baptized 
and attend church? Is someone a Christian by merely making a 
profession of faith in Jesus as Savior? Is someone saved simply 
by accepting certain facts about Jesus—that He died for our sins 
and was raised from the dead? These are foundational questions 
that should be addressed by each person wanting to make sure 
his or her relationship with God is right. 

1

STUDY 

1
Foundations & Faith

LESSONS 1-4

iii
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areas, and character content / inspiration 
areas, while still maintaining a modern and 
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