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Editorial

Better M. T A fixes

The subway s bad old days of frequent breakedowns, rare air-conditioning, dirty cars and too much
crime remain wivid memones to us and many of vou. Albany 15 finally wakig up to the fact that the
0z and "80s are in danger of returning underground.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authortty is facing a £1.2 billion shortfall for next year and has no
capital money. It passed a “doomsday” budget last week with a 23 percent fare hike and severe
service cuts Downtown and all ower the city. Bichard Eawitch, the former M. T A chamrperson whe
helped sawve the system in the "80s, proposes to close the operating and capital budget gaps with
East and Harlem Eiver bridge tolls, a small payroll tax and an 8 percent fare ke, He and Lee
mander, the current authonty C E O are hoping Albany passes the plan to avoid the most patnful
cuts.

We have been longtime supporters of bridge tolls, and the Eawitch plan 15 undoubtedly better than
dothg nothing, but Mayor Bloomberg' s congestion pricing plan was significantly better because it
spread the costs to more drivers and hikely would have cut traffic more. It faled to pass Albany
eatlier this vear for a vanety of reasons, but one was that legislators did not hawve the specifics on
how severely their maction would be felt by thewr cotmuting constituents. There 13 no reason that
“doomsday” and a mediocre plan should be the only two options.

wtate Senator-elect Danel Squadron of Downtown Manhattan and Brooklyn has come up with good
alternative 1deas, while pointing out the best parts of the Eawtch plan. In addition to congestion
pricihg, which would charge drivers to enter Manhattan’s busiest sections during the day, Squadron
wants market rate fees for on-street parking and higher remistration fees for gas guzzlers.

We agree with hin that Eawtch’s payroll tas 1z a good idea. Since it 13 5o small, one third of one
percent, it should not prompt job cuts. In effect, it would be paid by emplovees in the city and the
nearby suburbs, and i some ways it 15 better than the commuter tas, which 15 a political nonstarter
anyway. LThe only danger of the new tax 15 171l be tempting for Albany to keep nudaing it up
whenewver there’s a budget impasse — in other words, every yvear,

Another idea worth discussing comnes from Ted Eheel, the well-respected retired labor mediator
who wants very high traffic pricing fees to pay for lower and free transit fares depending on the time
of day. Many dismiss this as fantasy, but Kathryn Wrylde, who represents the city’ s largest
corporations, says it 15 easier to sell than the 1dea on the table.

Fantch hiterally proposes a token toll ower the Hatlern Eaver bridges — the cost of one MetroCard
swipe — and clamms this, along with really good bus service, will be encugh to prompt devers to
leawve their cars at home. That sounds ke fantasy.

Eawtch’s premise 15 that mass transit users, wotkers and drvers should share the burden equally, but
under his plan, drvers are not pawing for the pollution and congestion they cause. An “equal” burden
1z anything but equitable, and the wealthiest suburban drivers would pay little.

Albany tned to focus on cutting traffic earlier this vear and 15 now looking for transit money. The only
good way to solve both problems s looking at thetn together
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