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Child maltreatment

Long-term 
outcomes

Prevention

before
occurrence

Prevention

of
recurrence

Prevention

of
impairment

Universal Targeted

From: MacMillan HL, Wathen CN, Barlow J, Fergusson DM, Leventhal JM, Taussig HN. 

Interventions to prevent child maltreatment and associated impairment. Lancet 2009;373:250-

266.
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Harmful maintaining

factors and processes
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Precipitating trigger factors and processes

����'�;���������������	��������?

Protective Maintaining 

Factors and Processes

���������;����)��#�����	���

���	�?

The child’s health and development, including harm and impairment of 

development

�������'�;����������� ����	�������?

The likely outlook for the child’s health and development 

(including reabuse and future harm)

������'�;�������������)����������)��%����	��������	���������?

Predisposing factors and processes
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Increase 
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Reduce
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Harmful 

Maintaining 

Factors and 

Processes 

Present
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Precipitating Trigger Factors and 

Processes
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The Child’s Current Health and 

Development Including Harm to the Child
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Initial stage is creating collaborative goals:

� Michael and Laura to be able to return to their parents

� Ensuring care of the home and children is satisfactory

� To acknowledge the extensiveness of harm to the 

children, the role of punitiveness, violence and 

neglect, and the role of alcohol

� To find alternatives to punitive care and use of alcohol 

to cope with stress 

� Protection, recovery from traumatic symptoms for 

Michael, school attendance, satisfactory development

� Improved emotional responsiveness and relationships.
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Engagement and goal setting
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Modifying abusive and neglectful 

parenting
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Promoting health, development and 

wellbeing
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Promoting attachment, attuned 
responsiveness 

Promoting positive parenting
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Working with families
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Addressing emotional and traumatic 

responses
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Contact details: arnon.bentovim@childandfamilytraining.org.uk

jennygraya@gmail.com

e.vizard@ucl.ac.uk


