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WSJ NEWS QUIZ

2023’s ‘It’ Marble: Six Affordable Ways
to Work Calacatta Viola Into Your Decor
You needn’t renovate your kitchen or demo your bathroom to grace your

home with the sumptuous, coveted stone

FOR MOST OF the 2000s, white Calacatta and Carrara marble, with their subtle
colorations, reigned as interior design’s status stones. “Everyone” craved the
gray and gold hints of color that ran through the marbles popular then, recalled
Gabriela Cruz, vice president of operations with Nash Stone Group in
Farmingdale, N.Y.

What no one would have guessed at the time was that a marble shot through
with wine-red veining would dethrone white marbles so handily in the 2020s.
But Calacatta Viola, with its rivulets of aubergine and burgundy, has done just
that. Today customers want marble with color and life, notes Ms. Cruz, who
theorizes that a post-Covid desire for vibrancy is driving the passion for the
stone. Chicago designer Caroline Turner, who recently installed a kitchen
worktop and backsplash in the material, says demand for Viola has reached a
“fever pitch.”

The problem: It doesn’t come cheap. Fortunately, for anyone who can’t finance
pricey slabs of specialty stone, designers of decorative objects, furnishings and
tile have jumped on the quarry wagon. “I think this is the best part about Viola
skyrocketing in popularity—so many more options,” said Ms. Turner.

These posh, relatively wallet-friendly pieces include bookends, bath accessories
and weighty (yet movable) marble plinths, like those designed by Copenhagen’s
Norm Architects and sold via the design shop MENU. The low, wide version can
act as a coffee table, while a lamp or flower arrangement would sit handsomely
atop the chunky pedestal.

From left: Clé Calacatta Viola Six Hex Mosaic Sheet, $74 a square foot, CleTile.com; Marble Body Brush
by Gilded Body,$129, ThirteenLune.com

Deborah Osburn, founder of Clé Tile in San Rafael, Calif., waxes poetic about the
Italian marble. “It becomes more magical the longer you look at it,” said Ms.
Osburn, noting that Viola’s veining, often described as wine-colored or purple, is
more nuanced. First, you take in its warm white base tone, she explained, then
you notice “the deepest shades of eggplant, olive green, raisin red-browns laced
with ribbons of beige tones like wheat and hay—all colors that are on trend now.”

Recognizing that not everyone can afford the $125 to $150 a square foot that a
slab of the marble exacts, Ms. Osburn introduced Calacatta Viola in tile form. Clé
Tile’s offerings range from large field tiles (12 inches by 24 inches) to penny
rounds, which cost $80 per square foot and make small-scale installations—
dressing up a niche, for example—within reach. Hex mosaic and penny-tile
sheets also make it possible to secure and relish smaller quantities with more
manageable shipping and installation fees.

From left: Sefro Marble and Metal Side Table, available in stores only, $499, CB2.com; Moon Pedestals
from $3,240, Form-LosAngeles.com

Ms. Turner likes to shop Etsy for stone sinks in Viola “that are perfect for a
powder room,” but she also sees value in accessorizing with decorative objects
made from the coveted stuff. “Place a large Viola tray on a coffee table or
ottoman to hold your TV remote,” she suggested. “It’s an easy and affordable
upgrade.”

Designer Jonas Bjerre-Poulsen, a founding partner at Norm Architects, created
the plinths in Calacatta Viola to highlight the stone’s varied surface and
inevitable imperfections—and believes our appreciation of such materials goes
way back. “Regardless of progress, our physiology chooses the natural over the
artificial. We instinctively enjoy the feel of stone more than that of plastic and
find views of the sky or a lake more pleasing than skyscrapers.” Introducing a bit
of Viola into the home “breathes life back into the urban, rewilding our man-
made habitats,” he said. It can even add a philosophical note: “We can take
comfort in knowing that we are part of something greater than ourselves.”

From left: Modern Outdoor Pollock Sphere Side Table Parasol Base Calacatta Marble, $10,067,
1stDibs.com; Caché (Denmark) Equi Bookend in Calacatta Marble, about $355, ShopBetaPlus.com

The Wall Street Journal is not compensated by retailers listed in its articles as
outlets for products. Listed retailers frequently are not the sole retail outlets.
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