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WOA ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF NEW CEO & 
TRANSITION OF MANAGING DIRECTOR 

 
• Founding Managing Director Ben Cole to transition to a new role as Executive Director 
• Executive Director role to focus on Business Development for Lupin and Investor Relations 
• Dirty Clean Food CEO Jay Albany to assume all management responsibilities as CEO of WOA 
• Allows both Ben and Jay to focus on their areas of strength and expertise for WOA’s benefit 

 
Wide Open Agriculture Limited (ASX: WOA) (“WOA” or the “Company”) advises that Dr. Ben Cole, 
Managing Director, will cease acting in his role and will transition to Executive Director with a focus on 
Buntine Protein® business development. Jay Albany has been appointed as Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of WOA and will lead WOA through the next exciting phase of growth. Ben will support Jay in 
capital market and investor relations in the near term. 
 
Chairman, Anthony Maslin, commented “Over the last eight years Ben has positioned WOA as 
Australia’s leading regenerative food and farming company. Ben has led the Company from start-up, 
through to IPO and beyond. His talents are many and include his ability to communicate WOA’s growth 
story, identify new innovations (including the Buntine Protein® business) and support the scaling and 
acceptance of regenerative farming practices. This transition will allow Ben to maximise his value to 
the company by removing management and staffing responsibilities and allow him to focus on these 
areas.”  
 
The Board is happy to confirm that Ben will continue as an Executive Director to add value in three 
core areas; (a) business development of Buntine Protein® and commercial manufacturing, (b) investor 
relations and (c) impact on climate and nature. 
 
Jay Albany, previously CEO of WOA’s food brand, Dirty Clean Food, has been appointed CEO of Wide 
Open Agriculture. Jay has created and led the exceptional growth of Dirty Clean Food over the last 
three years. Jay has proven his ability to rapidly grow distribution for regenerative food and beverages 
across Australia and Asia, alongside his excellent business development and commercial acumen.  
 
Chairman, Anthony Maslin, commented “We believe Jay is clearly the best person to lead the company 
and its operations going forward. Jay’s passion and alignment with our company’s purpose and proven 
ability to deliver results are a huge asset to WOA, and we’re excited about what the future holds for 
both Jay and WOA. Congratulations Jay!”   
 
Jay brings more than 20 years of experience from food, financial and digital business in the US and 
Australia. Prior to joining WOA, he served as Vice-President of Corporate Strategy at online, eco-
friendly grocer MaxDelivery in New York. He is a graduate of Columbia University and received 
Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA®) designation in 2004.  
 



 

Jay’s results at WOA include growing annual revenue to over A$9m in under three years and creating 
positive commercial relationships with Monde Nissin Australia, Woolworths, Coles Local and DKSH in 
Taiwan. Jay will be supported by a proven and dynamic executive team. 
 
 
[ENDS] 
 
This announcement has been authorised and approved in accordance with the Company’s published 
continuous disclosure policy and has been approved by the Board. 
 
 
For investor, media or other enquiries please contact: 
 
Anthony Maslin (Maz) 
Chairman - Wide Open Agriculture 
maz@wideopenagriculture.com.au 
 
 
About Wide Open Agriculture Ltd 
 
Wide Open Agriculture (WOA) is Australia’s leading ASX-listed regenerative food and agriculture 
company. The Company’s innovative Dirty Clean Food brand markets and distributes food & drink 
products with a focus on conscious consumers in Australia and South-East Asia. Products are chosen 
based on their market potential and the positive impact they deliver to farmers, their farmland and 
regional communities. The company is based in the Wheatbelt of Western Australia. WOA operates 
under a ‘4 Returns’ framework and seeks to deliver measurable outcomes on financial, natural, social 
and inspirational returns.   
 
WOA is listed on the Australian Securities Exchange (ASX:WOA) and the Frankfurt Stock Exchange 
(2WO) and is the world’s first ‘4 Returns’ publicly listed company. 
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