
Page 1 

 Issue 140                      September 1, 2022                Volume  35                 No.  3 

 
Martin Grams-#10 
martingramsjr@gmail.com 
 
Nolan Greer—#652 
nolan.greer226@gmail.com 
 

Joe Little  - # 736 
joelittlelrfc@gmail.com 
 

Steve White—#346 
swloneranger56@gmail.com 
 
Annie Little—#606 
annie07825@msn.com 
 
The Lone Ranger Fan Club 
LoneRangerFC@comcast.net  

SILVER BULLET NEWSLETTER 
 THE OFFICIAL CHRONICLE FOR 

THE LONE RANGER FAN CLUB MEMBERS  

Reporters and Contributors  

in this Issue 

 

Highlights From This Issue 

 

Cowboy Al’s Wild West Museum 
 

By: Steve White 
Page 2 

 

Happy Birthday to Clayton Moore 
Page 3 

 

Who and What is The Lone Ranger:  
 

 

By: Fran Striker and George W. Trendle  
Page 4 

 

Tonto Says 
 

Page 4 
 

From the Editor’s Desk 
 

By: Annie Little 
Page 5 

 

Human Interest from Our Members 
Page 6 

 

The Henager Family Museum 
 

By Nolan Greer 
Page 7 

 

“The Man Who Came Back” 

This Episode aired on January 5, 1950! 
 

By: Steve White 
Page 9 

 

No Man Ever Made a Mistake Trusting The Lone Ranger 
 

By: Martin Grams, Jr. 
Page 13 

 

The Wabash County Historical Museum 
 

By: Joe Little 
Page 14 

 

Happy Birthday To Our Members 
 

Page 17 

 

mailto:martingramsjr@gmail.com
mailto:martingramsjr@gmail.com
mailto:nolan.greer226@gmail.com
mailto:joelittlelrfc@gmail.com
mailto:swloneranger56@gmail.com
mailto:annie07825@msn.com
mailto:LoneRangerFC@comcast.net


Page 2 

 Issue 140                      September 1, 2022                Volume  35                 No.  3 

Cowboy Al’s Wild West Museum 
(a refresher)  

 

 

Lone Ranger, Tonto and cowboy fans, this is an update on a truly wonderful 
cowboy museum located in Litchfield, Connecticut. Bill Niland, wrote a 
fantastic article on Al Singer and his museum in the June 2018 The Silver 
Bullet and I did a follow up article on Mr. Singer in December 2020. Al and 
Rhoda Singer’s museum; now named Cowboy Al’s Wild West Museum, has been named one 
of the BEST places in Connecticut. This honor was bestowed on the museum by Connecticut 
Magazine in their July 2022 issue.    

 

We at TLRFC wanted to congratulate Al and Rhoda on this achievement. They love sharing 
and do this for the love of the cowboy and it comes from their hearts. It is a non-profit 
educational museum. 

 

The museum can be seen just about any time, but by 
appointment only. Please call 201-888-9353 and Al 
Singer or one of his dedicated family members or staff 
will be happy to arrange your visit. The museum is 
located on the Singer family 42 acre estate called Top-O-
World Farm in Litchfield, CT. The Lone Ranger Fan 
Club member #467, Al Singer, now 87 years young, 
along with his museum is going strong. His Cowboy Al’s 
Wild West Museum has been expanded from my 2020 
article report of twelve rooms to fifteen rooms of 
Cowboys, Indians, and Cowgirls.  I spoke with Al and he 
said there is an expanded The Lone Ranger and Tonto 
collection. Al said the museum had come across a box 
with unknown items in it and that his staff, upon 
reviewing the contents, found several items to add to The 
Lone Ranger room.  Al also said, they had a Cowboy 
Puzzle made with all the cowboy heroes and that is 

framed and now hanging in the museum.      

 

There is information on George Custer, Buffalo Bill,  Roy Rogers, Gene Autry, the likes of 
Tom Mix, Tim McCoy, John Wayne and Buck Jones, and there is an Indian Chiefs Room. At 
any turn, you may bump into a cowboy. Al said there is a huge belt buckle collection. He also 
has an actual Kit Carson style frontier jacket authenticated from 1848. You will also find 
display cases with knives. Shelves are full of books, art, films, models, sculptures, lamps, 
comic books and advertising. Cowboys, Cowgirls and Indians, real and fictional are covered, 

By: Steve White 

TLRFC Member #346  
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including: Annie Oakley, Dale Evans, Crazy Horse, Sitting Bull, Hopalong Cassidy, Zane 
Grey, Red Ryder, Lash LaRue and Bob Steele.   

 

I wrote in 2020 that he and Rhoda visited numerous museums before making their final 
decision to open up his own museum in Litchfield. They visited several sites including visiting 
with billionaire Bill Koch (82), a serious collector. In 2011, Mr. Koch paid 2.3 million dollars 
for the only authenticated Billy the Kid photograph/tintype. Mr. Koch now has a western town 
built near Denver, Colorado and has invited the Singers out to see it in September.    

 

If there is any way you can make a visit to Cowboy Al’s Wild West Museum, please make an 
appointment as soon as you can.  They would love to see you! Call 201-888-9353.  

 

Thanks to Al and Rhoda Singer. Thanks to Randall Beach who wrote the Connecticut 
Magazine article. Thanks to Cary Beach (no relation to Randall) and Robert Bloxson 
who the Singers recruited to do the upgrade to the museum and set up the collection. For 
more pictures and info, check out Bill Niland’s article from Issue 123 June 1, 2018 and 
also my article from Issue 133 December 1, 2020. 

CLAYTON MOORE 
 

Jack Carlton Moore was born the youngest of three sons in 
Chicago, Illinois on September 14,1914. 

 

Highly athletic, "Jack" became a circus acrobat by age eight, 
and appeared at the Century of Progress Exposition in Chicago 
as a trapeze artist in 1934.  As a young man he also worked 
successfully for the John Robert Powers model. When he 
moved to Hollywood in the late 1930s, he worked as a 
stuntman and bit player between modeling jobs. Hollywood 
producer Edward Small persuaded him to adopt the stage name 
“Clayton” and subsequently, he was cast as an occasional 

player in B Westerns and the lead in four Republic Studio cliffhangers and in two films for 
Columbia Pictures. 

 

During World War II, Moore enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Forces and served in their First 
Motion Picture Unit making training films. 

 

Happy Birthday, Clayton.  We remember you fondly. 
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Who and What is The Lone Ranger:  
By: Fran Striker and George W. Trendle  

 

• The Lone Ranger was never seen without his mask or some sort of disguise. 

• He was never captured or held for any length of time by lawmen, avoiding his being unmasked. 

• He always used perfect grammar and precise speech devoid of slang and colloquialisms. 

• Whenever he was forced to use guns, he never shot to kill, but instead tried to disarm his opponent as 
painlessly as possible. 

• He was never put in a hopeless situation; e.g., he was never seen escaping from a barrage of gunfire 
merely by fleeing toward the horizon. 

• He rarely referred to himself as the Lone Ranger. If someone's suspicion were aroused, either the Lone 
Ranger would present one of his silver bullets to confirm his identity or someone else would attest on his 
behalf; the latter happened at the end of most episodes when someone would ask, "Who was that masked 
man?" as the Lone Ranger departed. His decision to adopt the moniker of Lone Ranger was inspired by Tonto; 
following the ambush at Bryant's Gap, Tonto observed him to be the only ranger left—in other words, he was 
the "lone" ranger. 

• Though the Lone Ranger offered his aid to individuals or small groups facing powerful adversaries, the 
ultimate objective of his story always implied that their benefit was only a byproduct of the development of 
the West or the country. 

• Adversaries were rarely other than American, to avoid criticism from minority groups, with some 
exceptions. He sometimes battled foreign agents, though their nation of origin was generally not named. An 
exception was his having helped the Mexican Benito Juárez against French troops of Emperor Maximilian, as 
occurred in the radio episodes "Supplies for Juarez" (September 18, 1939), "Hunted by 
Legionnaires" (September 20, 1939), and "Lafitte's Reinforcements" (September 22, 1939). 

• The names of unsympathetic characters were carefully chosen so that they never consisted of two names if 
it could be avoided. More often than not, a single nickname or surname was selected. 

• The Lone Ranger never drank or smoked, and saloon scenes were usually shown as cafes, with waiters and 
food instead of bartenders and liquor. 

• Criminals were never shown in enviable positions of wealth or power, and they were never successful or 
glamorous 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FBenito_Ju%25C3%25A1rez&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf6deb269a554438d880a08da4562046c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637898584525933031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWI
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FMaximilian_I_of_Mexico&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf6deb269a554438d880a08da4562046c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637898584525933031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWI
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From the Editor’s Desk 
 
Well, I don’t know about where you live, but here in New Jersey this summer has been 
unbearably hot - the hottest that I can recall in quite a few years.  So hot in fact, that I’m 
looking forward to the fall and even winter.  Of course, when you ask me in January, I 
probably won’t feel the same way. We’ll see. 
 

Since Covid has finally quieted down, my husband Joe and I decided to take a trip to visit a few places that I 
had on my bucket list.  One of these places was The Wabash County Historical Museum (see Joe’s article on 
page 14).  We had intended on going for its Grand Opening, but were unable to attend due to the epidemic.  
So, despite the heat, we finally went this summer.  Better late than never, I always say.  Once there, we were 
met by Claudia Dant, curator.  Claudia gave us a private tour of the entire museum and treated us like royalty.  
We spent the greater part of an afternoon visiting and had a wonderful time.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to personally thank Claudia for her kindness and hospitality.  We had an unforgettable experience 
and I highly recommend your visiting The Wabash Museum if you’re able. 
 
We had such a great time that Joe and I thought we would try, God willing, to visit other places that you might 
enjoy hearing about but may be unable to attend for yourself.  Of course, the weather would have to cooperate 
for us as well as the price of gas.  (I could fill a whole edition complaining about the price of gas.  Ugh!). So 
no promises on our travels; we’ll give it a good shot at any rate. 
 
Although I complained about the weather, now that I think about it, I had a great summer and I hope that you 
had a wonderful one too.  My family remains safe and healthy, thank God, so I really need nothing else to 
make me happy.  I pray that you and your family members are also doing well. 
 
Until next time, stay safe and well.  Talk to you soon.  God bless. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

September 
 

September 4, 1961 - Fran Striker [author] passed  

September 14, 1914 - Clayton Moore [Lone Ranger] born  

September 20, 2009 - John Hart [Lone Ranger] passed *  

 

        November 
 

November 29, 1895 - Yakima Canutt [stunt double] born 
 

 

 

*Cremated, with his ashes scattered off the coast of Baja California 

By:  Annie Little 



Page 6 

 Issue 140                      September 1, 2022                Volume  35                 No.  3 

HUMAN INTEREST FROM OUR MEMBERS 
 

Martina Schachle # 822 

Martina’s Mom just turned 91 and is doing very well.  The family celebrated this special day.  

 

Member  #735 (Name withheld) 

We’ve been going through a lot of health issues, but like to keep it private.  Just the way I am.  Will explain 
more when I have a chance.  Been seeing my doctor daily for wound treatment ( sore on my leg; too 
involved to explain) but blessed in a way; have lots of good care. But it does tend to  wear on you.  Just 
knowing people care helps so much.   

May the good Lord bless you all for your caring and kindness. 

 Warmest regards 

 

James Henager  #049 

http://www.henagermuseum.com - One of the things I want everyone to know about us is that we are 
working towards having and preserving the entire History of the Lone Ranger here, not just one person or 
time period who portrayed him. To do this it is going to take help from the Fans (we can not do this alone), 
so we can preserve one item of everything that has ever come out on the Lone Ranger. Plus: Clayton being a 
WW II veteran he has been added to the National Memorial we have started. The Memorial has been 
recognized by the Federal Government and heading to 1,000 Fallen Soldiers & Veterans placed from all 
across the Country and we are continuing towards adding many more so no one is forgotten. Also Veterans 
who are Fans of the Lone Ranger may want to add themselves with Claytons. I do better talking on the 
phone then sending a message the first time so you may want to give me a call so we can talk and see what 
you want me to send, because there may be a lot we can do that we have not thought about. 812-795-2230 if 
I am away from the phone be sure to leave your number, this is not a cell.  

 

Dick Nevala #595 

My membership lapsed due to my inability to get the renewal to go through via the website. My plan is to try 
again as I did want to renew. Will figure it out.   I checked the website and it looks as if the only way to join 
or renew is via a mailed in check.  I will either get renewed or just rejoin as a new member. 

I have a couple of Lone Ranger items. 1. A belt buckle which I wear almost every day. 2. A couple of old 
comic books and a hardback book. Also, I purchased one of the virus masks recently. And yes, a few DVD’s 
including the movies. 

Our health is good. We did not succumb to all the covid stuff and just went on with our lives as usual. Living 
in fear of even a virus is not on our plate.  

We have a wonderful church family and center almost all our social life around them. Check it out at Faith 
Bible Church, Mechanicsville, Md. Think my picture is in there somewhere as I am one of the elders. 

 

Remember our children are back 

in school.   

Please drive carefully! 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.henagermuseum.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C85914d1ef20e493f033808da7bc76b20%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637958393662785814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2
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The Henager Family Museum 

 

 
By:  Nolan Greer 

TLRFC Member # 652 

 

The Henager Family Museum was officially opened in December of 1996 by Mr. 
James Henager. The museum began as a repository for family memorabilia. Items 
included equipment and other items from the family's long line of woodworking 
history. The family also had a collection of items of local historical interest, including 
photos, printed materials, automotive equipment and vehicles and military items.   

 

As time passed, the local community became interested in the museum and began 
donating additional items for display in the museum. When the family made the 
collection available for community contributions, an overwhelming response of 
additional items for display was received by the museum. Currently the museum 
receives items for display from all across the nation and now has a collection of over 
20,000 items.  

 

Some exhibits include: Veterans’ memorabilia; Television/movie heroes and legends including Lone Ranger, 
Roy Rogers, Gene Autry and a miniature western town; Native American artifacts; American music with 
thousands of records, album covers, photos and a 1952 Seeburg jukebox; Veterans Memorials; The Americana 
collection with displays devoted to a wide array of uniquely American memorabilia including Smokey Bear, 
Scouting and a 1930 Model A Ford; Antique/collectible toys in Santa’s workshop; and an authentic 
woodworking shop with live demonstrations. 

 

The museum is working towards having and preserving the entire History of the Lone Ranger (not just one 
person or time period who portrayed him). To do this it is going to take help from the LRFC members (they 
can not do this alone), so they can preserve one item of everything Lone Ranger that has ever come out. 

  

In addition, Clayton (a WW II veteran) has also been added to the museum’s 
National Memorial of Fallen Soldiers & Veterans which includes over 1,000 
names.  You may want to add yourself to the list.  To do so or suggest ideas 
for the museum, call the curator James (LRFC#49) at 812-795-2230 and be 
sure to leave your number.  He will call you back. 

 

The museum is open to the public on a regular basis. Donations and admission 
fees help support the operations of the museum. The museum is currently 
raising funds to expand its operation. The museum is a 501C-3 non-profit 

status and accepts monetary donations as well as items for its collections.  Admission is $6 Adults, $3 children 
(under 7 free).  It is open M-F 8am - 5pm, Sat 8am - 4pm.  

 

The museum is located at 8837 S, Hwy 57 Buckskin, Indiana.  It has a 
Facebook page, website and email address.  In June 2015, Ambassador 
Randy Johnson TLRFC#208  wrote a fantastic report on the 
museum.  Members are free to check it out on the LRFC website [Silver 
Bullet Issue 111, vol. 27 #2 page 6] 

The museum is in dire need for donations of memorabilia from any Lone 
Ranger and sees its mission to preserve the history of this icon.  Rather 
than keeping items in your private collection, why not donate the items 
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DON’T FORGET MEMBERSHIPS MAKE A GREAT 
GIFT! 

 

 

What a great present to give to a fellow Lone Ranger lover.   

Just go to:  http://www.TheLoneRangerFanClub.com/membership.html 

Do it today!!!!   

to the museum to preserve this memory for future generations. [Note: 501C3 permits tax deductions]. Just call 
James before you send memorabilia. 

 

Sincere thanks to LRFC Ambassador Randy Johnson and Curator James Henager for their continuous support 
and dedication to the Lone Ranger.  If you are in the area or want a great road trip, make sure you visit the 
Henager Museum. 

A REQUEST FROM ONE OF OUR MEMBERS 
By:  Joe Little 

TLRFC Member #736   

 

Michael Trotochaud member #121  has been working on a Lone Ranger project for a number of years, and he 
would like to solicit some support from the fan club membership.  He’s been researching the costumes of The 
Lone Ranger, Tonto, and Dan Reid.  Specifically, he is working on documenting the changes of the costumes 
as worn by the principals from 1949 through the series, movies, and public appearances.   
 
Working on a post for the Facebook group, he realized that there are members who don’t “Facebook”, and he 
would like to reach out to them also.  If anyone has materials that might be of value to his research please 
contact him at tlrsaddlebags@trotochaud.org  
 
Items of special interest would be photos of Clayton, John, Jay, or Chuck Courtney while making public 
appearances.  It would also be great if any member who actually owns a costume would be willing to talk 
about it with him.  
 
Thank you all. 

mailto:tlrsaddlebags@trotochaud.org
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Character Overview of Season One / Episode Seventeen  

 

“The Man Who Came Back” 

This Episode aired on January 5, 1950! 
 

The beginning of this introduction was used for Episode 14; but works real well here in episode 
17.  All the actors and actresses that have been a part of our happy existence with The Lone 
Ranger are important. That old line: “there are no small parts, just small actors”, is very true to 
so many of the over 620 cast members.  In Clayton Moore’s book, I Was That Masked Man, he 
wrote that the supporting actors back then were only paid about $45 a day.  As you may have 
read, many were uncredited performers who usually played some type of henchman.  If you 

have read any of these character overviews, you know that some were very successful 
in the years preceding 1950.  In episode 17 we have three actors that will play multiple 
times on The Lone Ranger, Emmett Lynn who has already played in one episode, will 
finish with 9 appearances and Robert Carson and Hugh Prosser will end up with 7 
appearances each. Prosser along with the great character actor Robert J. Wilke both 
play the dreaded henchmen in our story today.  

 

Robert Carson was born in Hennepin County, Minnesota on June 8, 1909. He played 
the character Pinto Brown here in episode 17. Known mostly as Bob Carson was in 
over 100 films and like most of our actors from The Lone Ranger he appeared all over 
the television west in shows like: Cheyenne, Bronco, Bonanza, Maverick and The 

High Chaparral.  Bob Carson could and did play in many other 
successful television ventures including comedies like: The Beverly 
Hillbillies, The Andy Griffith Show, The George Burns and Gracie 

By: Steve White  

TLRFC #346 

 

Robert Carson on 
Perry Mason 
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Allen Show as well as dramatic roles like those in: Perry Mason, Hawaii Five-O, 77 Sunset Strip, Hawaiian 
Eye and Alfred Hitchcock Presents.   His films included 1952’s The Greatest Show on Earth with Charlton 
Heston and James Stewart, 1956’s The Ten Commandments, 1958s The Buccaneer and his final role in 1974’s 
Herbie Rides Again with Ken Berry, Helen Hayes, Stefanie Powers, Keenan Wynn and Wagon Train’s John 

McIntire.  After his first wife died from cancer, Carson for more 
than 10 years was a spokesman for the American Cancer Society.    
Carson died in California on June 2, 1979.  He was 69. 

 

Emmett Lynn was born in Muscatine, Iowa on 2/14/1897. He 
played Tom Peters in episode 17. When nine, he became a song 
plugger. He would demonstrate music at stores. That is how they 
promoted music and songs back in Lynn’s younger days.  He was 
a vaudeville comedian and produced traveling road companies that 
featured The Emmett Lynn Players. His troupes flourished during 
the 1920s and 1930s. He began working in films for Biograph 
Studios in 1913 and appeared in over 
140 films between 1940 and 1956.  

His last film role was as a Hebrew slave in the 1956 epic, The Ten 
Commandments.  Lynn served in the Army in World War I, spending 19 months 
overseas. He died in Hollywood, CA from ventricular fibrillation on 10/20/1958 
at only 61 years of age. 

 

Roy Gordon played Joe Crawford.  He was born Roy 
Wells Gordon in Beaver Village, Pike County, Ohio on  
10/18/1884. When he was a young boy the family moved 
to Portsmouth, Ohio, where Roy grew up. He was alsays 
interested in the theater and acting. In his early years he 
performed in dramas and musicals (he was a tenor) in 
Portsmouth, Columbus, Ohio, Baltimore, Chicago and on 
Broadway in New York. In the late 1930s he moved to 
Los Angeles to become a motion picture actor. He 
performed as a supporting actor in a wide variety of 
credited and uncredited roles. In his latter years he often played men of authority like 
bankers and judges. Gordon has over 170 credits including 1953’s The Robe with 
Richard Burton, Jean Simmons and Victor Mature and Titanic with Clifton Webb and 
Barbara Stanwyck, Cattle Queen of Montana from 1954 with Stanwyck and Ronald 
Reagan and the popular Attack of the 50 Foot Woman in 1958. Gordon passed away 

on July 23, 1972 in Encino, California.   

 

Martha Hyer played Molly. Hyer was born in Fort Worth, Texas on 8/10/1924 to a 
wealthy family. The Hyers were active in the Methodist church, where her father was 
a highly respected Sunday School teacher.  Martha graduated from Arlington Heights 
High School and then from Northwestern University with a degree in drama. She was 
in the sorority Pi Beta Phi with actress Patricia Neal. Hyers moved to California to 
study at the Pasadena Playhouse and soon after, signed to a film contract with RKO. 
She was married to producer Hal B. Wallis from 1966 until his death in 1986. She was 
in over 130 productions, including these early Westerns; Gun Smugglers with Tim 
Holt in 1948, Outcast of Black Mesa with Charlie Starrett in 1949, Wild Stallion with 
Ben Johnson in 1950 and Red Sundown with Rory Calhoun in 1956. Then, a few years 
later the Westerns; Blood on the Arrow in 1964 with Dale Robertson, The Sons of 
Katie Elder in 1965 with John Wayne and Dean Martin and in 1966’s Night of the 
Grizzly starring Clint Walker and Keenan Wynn.  She also wrote the screenplay for Rooster Cogburn in 1975. 

MARTHA HYER 

Outcast of Black Mesa 1950 with 

Martha Hyer and Robert J. Wilke 
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Martha Hyer died on 5/31/2014 at 89 in Santa Fe, New Mexico.  

 

Hugh Prosser was born Clarence Herman Prosser in Sauk Rapids, Minnesota on 
March 2, 1907.  Prosser played an uncredited henchman in episode 17.  He was in 90 
films between 1936 and 1952, including  Six-Gun Law with Starrett and Burnette.  
Prosser was killed in a road accident  in Gallup, New Mexico on November 8, 1952. 

 

Edgar Dearing played the Sheriff of Silver Gulch in 
an uncredited performance.  Dearing had a staggering 
352 credits to his acting career, including over 100 
roles as a policeman.  He was born in Ceres, 
California on May 4, 1893.  He appeared all over the 

television west and of his 352 credits are D.W.Griffith’s Abraham Lincoln 
1930,  1946’s The Virginian, two of my favorites from 1947, The Bishop’s 
Wife and Unconquered, 1948’s The Paleface,  1949’s Samson and Delilah, 
Raiders of Tomahawk Creek 1950 and he was in Pollyanna in 1960.  
Dearing died at 81 in Woodland Hills, California on August 17, 1974. 

 

Robert J. Wilke.  The J is for Joseph, was born in Cincinnati, Ohio on May 18, 
1914.  This is one of the greats, that makes writing these character studies a real 
pleasure. Wilke, while working as a lifeguard in Florida, was told by some 
friends that there were opportunities to work in the movies.  He very quickly 
jumped at these chances and moved to California. He did indeed find work in 
film, with his first film San Francisco in 1936. He worked as a stuntman and 
was predominantly cast as a heavy.  Wilke was one of the ultimate bad guys, 
coming to shoot Gary Cooper down in 1952’s great High Noon.  Ever since that 
time, Wilke could be seen everywhere, especially in the television’s Wild West, 
which we will explore in a few sentences below.  But 
first, let’s mention some films: he was in The Far 
Country and 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, both in 
1954, in 1955, he was in Wichita, then came 
Backlash and The Lone Ranger in 1956, he was in 
Spartacus and The Magnificent Seven, both from 
1960 and in 1981, he played a general in Stripes.  For 
over 25 years, you couldn’t turn on the television 
without Robert J. Wilke playing some character, 
usually of questionable motive.  About television’s 

Wild West, I counted that he appeared in 35 different western series.  I may have 
missed one or two; but at least 20 of those 35 were multiple appearances over the 
years.  I do not usually list all the shows our character actors and actresses have 
appeared in; I feel Wilke deserves a little more attention than most; so I will list 
just a few of the multiple appearance credits: Robert J. Wilke appeared in 8 of The 
Range Rider shows, 7 Gunsmokes, 5 episodes each of Have Gun-Will Travel and 
Bonanza, 4 episodes each of Wagon Train, Zorro, The Roy Rogers Show and The Gene Autry Show and there 
are several other series that he appeared in 2 or 3 episodes, including 3 of The Lone Ranger. In closing on 
Wilke, I admit that another reason he is one of my personal favorites, is that he was a golfer. I love golf and 
unlike me, Wilke was a good golfer. He was considered to be the best of the celebrity golfers of his day. His 
friend, Claude Aikens said that Bob was an expert golfer and that Wilke earned more money on the golf 
course that he ever did in the movies.  Bob Wilke died on March 28, 1989 in Los Angeles, California at the 
age of 74. 

 

 

HUGH PROSSER 

Six-Gun Law 1948 with Robert J. 

Wilke 
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Help us stay informed 
 

 

 

 

If you change your email address, phone number or physical 
address let us know.  Go here to send us updates  

LoneRangerFC@comcast.net   

Attention Fan Club Members: 
 

Did you know that all of the former Silver Bullet newsletters from #1 
(January 1988) to the present issues are available on ourwebsite. 
You will be amazed at the amount of information and photos they 

contain.  
It is a real treasure and is free to all members. 

BUT HELP IS NEEDED: there are 4 newsletters missing.  Anyone who 
has a copy of # 12 & 13 please contact Joe Little at 

joelittleLRFC@gmail.com so he can make the collection complete. 
Thank you so much!! 

Eddie Dunn played the uncredited marshal in episode 17.  He was born Edward Frank 
Dunn in Brooklyn, New York on March 31, 1896.  He worked steadily in the early 
1900s as an actor and director.  He appeared in over 250 films, many with some of the 
comedic giants of that time, including Charlie Chaplin, Laurel and Hardy and W. C. 
Fields.  Dunn passed away after a long illness at only 55 on May 5, 1951 in 
Hollywood, California. 

 

mailto:LoneRangerFC@comcast.net
mailto:joelittleLRFC@gmail.com
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NO MAN EVER MADE A MISTAKE TRUSTING 

THE LONE RANGER 
 

The Lone Ranger radio program premiered in January of 1933, but it was not until 
February of 1938 that the radio broadcasts were recorded on a regular basis. 
Consequently, very little has been documented on the first five years of The Lone Ranger, 
and only two fans of the program are known to have read most of the radio scripts that 
survive from 1933 to 1937. A recording of the November 8, 1937, broadcast does not exist 
in recorded form, but having read the prose and taken notes, the exciting adventure is now 
available, courtesy of the radio script attained on microfilm at the Library of Congress.  

 

Big Jim Kendrick operated a gang of hard-faced men who schemed to rob a wagon train along the Santa Fe 
trail. Gang members, with stealth and cat-like prowl, slipped into camp at night and made off with the two 
guides. Unbeknownst to them, the guides were none other than The Lone Ranger and Tonto, who 
momentarily put up a fight. Roped and thrown unconscious on horses, our heroes were outnumbered and 
subjected to a horror of the elements; the outlaws raced across the plains to drop them in the middle of 
nowhere to die of thirst and hunger.  

  

Shortly after the sun rose in the East, the pioneers discovered they were without human compass. Panic arose 
until Kendrick, passing through and claiming to be a miner, asked to join up with them. As he knew the land 
well, he was quickly tasked as the substitute guide. The pioneers, praising Divine intervention, had no 
suspicion that they were being led to their destruction by the newly employed guide. Through the afternoon, 
meanwhile, The Lone Ranger and Tonto struggled against the ropes that bound them hand and foot but found 
themselves unable to get free. By evening they were weak with thirst, suffering exhaustion from the hot sun. 
Silver showed up, having broken free from his captors, and the masked man quickly retrieved a knife from 
his saddle bag. With knowledge of the outlaw’s plan to lead the wagon train off track so his men, 
masquerading as Indians, would attack the group with murder in their eyes and plunder in heart, The Lone 
Ranger relinquished his dehydrated condition in favor of riding to the rescue.  

  

Unbeknownst to the pioneers, the wagon train crossed the border of the badlands by afternoon. Tonto rode to 
the rescue to warn old Eben Henry, to whom the pioneers looked up to more than any other, even shooting 
the gun out of Kendrick’s hand in the same manner as his masked friend. Fearful of all Indians, through the 
warnings of Kendrick, the pioneers persecute and branded the redskin a traitor, who was forced to flee for  

his life. 

  

Sunset found the wagon train deep in the badlands, drawing to a circle to make camp for the night. The 
riotous Indian attack quickly proved to the gallant pioneers they had been double crossed by the leader they 
trusted. Outnumbered, they gave all their attention to the battle, firing carefully at their attackers, making sure 
every one of their precious shots counted. But the outlaw band was seasoned to battle and the end was sure to 
result in victory for them. When the ammunition ran out, the pioneers prepared to club the attackers with 
their guns. Just as hope seemed lost, the sound of a cavalry bugle emanated from a distance... well-trained 
men from the army garrison raced to the rescue, led by a masked man on a great white stallion, shouting the 
cry “Hi Yo, Silver!” The Kendrick gang had no chance; every survivor of the battle was captured.  

  

Captain Luther comforted the band of intrepid explorers, now embracing the lesson they learned, as the 
captain reassured them of the gospel they would spread throughout the land... judge not others and may “no 
man ever made a mistake trusting The Lone Ranger.” 

Martin Grams, Jr. 
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The Wabash County Historical Museum 
 

 

By:  Joe Little 

TLRFC Member # 736  

 

The Wabash County Historical Museum is no ordinary county museum. In fact, it has been called the best 
county museum in the State. With two floors of interactive exhibits, an extensive research and archive area, 
and a spacious meeting room, this museum is one of our county’s great treasures. Museum Hours: Tuesday – 
Saturday 10:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m. Admission: Individual Adult Admission – $5.00, Individual Child 
Admission (ages 6-12) and Senior (ages 60+) – $3.00 

 

The Wabash County Museum began in 1991 after a voter's referendum passed to create a museum district.  
The local historical society had a museum which had closed due to lack of funding and volunteers.  The new 
museum is located at 320 North Market Street in Mt. Carmel, Illinois, the county seat.  There are currently 
17 permanent exhibits and space for one or two rotating exhibits.  The museum also maintains an Instagram 
page, a Facebook page, and a website www.wabashmuseum.org 

 

The current President and acting Curator is Claudia Dant, who is a member of 
the LRFC. The Collection Care Manager maintains the collection database and 
secures the collection items.  Each item is photographed or scanned into the 
database, given an accession number and housed safely on permanent safe 
shelving.  Currently there are around 27K items in the database.  Items may be 
donated to the museum at any time. 

 

Those who remember the Lone Ranger radio program will be familiar with the 
name Fred Foy.  Foy was the announcer and Brace Beemer's understudy for 
the program for 15 years on the radio and went on to do the lead-in 
announcement when the radio program ended and the television show aired in 
the early 1950s with Clayton Moore as the show's star. 

 

Foy was part of each of the Lone Ranger festivals in Mt. Carmel and thrilled 
the audiences with his words "From out of the past come the thundering hoof 

beats of the great horse Silver.  Return with us 
now to those thrilling days of yesteryear.  Hi-Yo 
Silver, Away".  The festival was held in honor of 
Brace Beemer, born in Mt. Carmel, who was the star of the show which was 
broadcast from the studios of WXYZ in Detroit during the radio glory years. 

 

Foy died in 2010 and his family donated his collection of memorabilia, in 
entirety, to the Wabash County Museum.  The collection includes photos, 
scripts, programs from various dinners and programs where he participated as 
Master of Ceremonies or was honored, his awards, video clips, audio clips, 
books and personal correspondence.  A collection is on display with many of his 
items secured in the museum vaults. 

Permanent exhibits include a “Tribute to Brace Beemer, Radio’s Lone Ranger”, 
the “Oil Boom Era”, and “Churches Around Wabash County”.  Other exhibits 

are designed and opened on a regular basis. 

 

Fred Foy and Brace Beemer 
reading the radio scripts in 

their original outfits 

LONE RANGER PLEDGE  

Signed by: Fred Foy 
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Over the years Everette Humphrey’s LRFC#385 collection of Lone Ranger 
memorabilia continued to grow. His family had very little interest in the collection, 
including the saddle, and he came to realize that when he passed, it would most likely 
go in an auction and be broken up. He had put his heart into that collection and the 
last thing he wanted was for it to be sold off. As he mulled over the possibilities, he 
came to the only action that made sense.  

 

The museum in Mt. Carmel, Indiana had a small Lone Ranger collection that honored 
Brace Beemer. Everette called Claudia Dant, the curator, and made the offer to 
donated his entire collection, including the saddle. She was more than pleased and her 
acceptance meant his dream came true.  His collection would be in a museum and be 
together for others to enjoy far into the future. He has 
been instrumental in securing so many Lone Ranger 
items from radio, TV, and movies. 

 

Everette’s involvement with the museum is well documented in the Silver 
Bullet newsletters of June 2021, September 2021, and June 2022.  Members 
of the Fan Club have access to all of these newsletters on our website.  You 
may even read how Clayton Moore’s bullet came across the USA to end up 
in this museum. 

 

At the Wabash County Museum, their mission is to inspire children, connect 
families, and create community engagement through an appreciation of local 
history and culture that focuses on research, education, and quality of life 
interests. They strive to be a living, breathing exploration center for local history – not just a “graveyard for 
old stuff.”  

 

The Wabash County Museum has something for everyone. At the Museum, 
they welcome more than 18,000 guests per year, including history 
enthusiasts, young families, art lovers, and life-long learners. They also offer 
a research center where you can come in and have access to family 

genealogy records, photo collections, 
and more. 

  

For more information call at (260) 
563-9070 or email at 
info@wabashmuseum.org.  Better yet, 
come in for a visit.  It is a trip worth 
taking.  Special thanks to Claudia Dant 
and Everette Humphrey for their 
dedication, perseverance and foresight 
in presenting such a wonderful 
collection of historic treasures. 

This is the only saddle 
belonging to Brace 

Beemer 

Sound effects hands on area 

Gold Lone Ranger cufflinks 

This is the original door to the first 
studio for radio station WXYZ in 

Detroit where The Lone Ranger and 
other famous programs were 

broadcast. 
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We recommend and endorse Nutramax as a daily 
supplement for better health for you and your pets.  Helps 
reduce joint pain and stop the enzymes in the joints that 

breakdown cartilage.   
 

Click on the boxes below for more information. 

https://www.nutramaxlabs.com/
http://media.nutramaxlabs.com/player/?file=Dr-Bob-Solving-Problems.flv
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/your-health
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/cat
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/dog
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/horse
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 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE 
FOLLOWING MEMBERS 

 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

DAY NAME  MEMBER #  FROM 

 

  1  Steve Jensen  179  IA 

  2  Steve Dudas  841  Canada 

  4  Cheri Basham  861  TX 

  5  Aidan Briggs  111  DE 

  6  Gary Urban  815  WI 

  8  David Hulburt  825  OH 

  9  Rena Katz  196  FL 

10  Robert Burgoyne  673  UK 

10  Susan Todd  118  MD 

14  Clayton Moore   CA 

14  Gary Thostenson  536  WI 

14  Mike Legg  767  MS 

14  Gunner Lawson  855  TX 

15  William Crozier 372  OK 

20  Toni Contini  656  OH 

20 Cody Dickerson 856 TX 

22  Paul Stutts  350  NC 

24  Wendy Foy  012  MA 

25  Steven Pereira  168  CA 

29  Madlyn Laurent  578  AZ 

 

OCTOBER 
 

DAY NAME  MEMBER #  FROM 

 

  1  Jim Long  836  PA 

  5  Sava Toufexis  425  NY 

  5 Daniel O’Neill  025  TN 

  5 Mark Schoenrock  852  MN 

  7 Bill Zumbiel  412  KY 
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OCTOBER 
 

DAY NAME  MEMBER #  FROM 

 

  7  Anthony Mecca  601  NJ 

10  George West  676  IA 

11  Al Dittrich  164  SC 

13  Robert Peterson  181  MN 

13  George Bobbitt  698  AL 

16  Steve Jacobson  814  TN 

16  Andy Martin  163  TX 

20  Marylee Allen  726  CA 

24  Mark E. Cromer  149  PA 

26  Wendall Hinkle  613  TN 

30  James King  335  CA 

30  Michael LaBorde  232  AZ 

 

NOVEMBER 
  

DAY NAME  MEMBER #  FROM 

 

  1  Joseph Caccamo  805  NJ 

  5  Chet Cox  437  TX 

  7  Jim Rich  602  NC 

  9  Bobbi Schlosser  299  OH 

10  Farrel Knight  683  TX 

12  Barbara Bowman  213  NY 

14  Peggy Wetzel  612  TX 

14  Barbara Tigyer  718  CO 

16  Gerrit Dekker  746  Canada 

20  Lynn Simms  802  IL 

20  Jeff Farnham  637  NC 

23  Jennifer Ernest  283  OH 

24  John Paulits  765  NY 

24  Gina Pasquini  790  CA 

25  Richard Mayrand  772  AK 

28  Everette Humphrey  385  MI 

28  Donald Schacht  162  WA 

29  Michael D. Reed  745  MO 

30  John Kurtz  170  OH 
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THE LONE RANGER FAN CLUB 

 

The Silver Bullet is published four times a year (March, June, September, December) for the Fan Club 
Website since 2011 by Circle C Enterprise, a non-profit organization based in Salisbury, Maryland and is 
owned by Garry Cherricks.   

  

TLRFC was established and published by Terry and Kay Klepey from 1988 to 2002.  In 2002 it was 
published by Joe and Sandy Southern until 2011.  During this time from 1988 to 2010 it was postal mailed to 
the membership.  

  

The Lone Ranger and Tonto and all related characters and materials are Trade Mark and Copyright of Classic 
Media, Inc., in New York, NY. This Fan club is in no way connected with Classic Media.  

  

The Silver Bullet is a fan publication of the official International Lone Ranger Fan Club website expressly 
for Lone Ranger enthusiasts and collectors.   Deadline for submissions of letters, articles for printing and 
advertising is one month prior to the month of publication on the website.  

 

Disclaimer from The Lone Ranger Fan Club:  
 

Please note that no part of this publication may be disseminated, copied, or 
shared through public media avenues without the expressed consent from 
The Lone Ranger Fan Club.  Many items are exclusively provided here to 

our members for your enjoyment and information.  
 

 
AMBASSADORS 

 

Ambassadors are to make correspondence easier for all members and expand the caring aspect of the 
organization through their true concern for items of interest to our members.  Please contact any one of them 
with questions, comments, ideas or items of interest. 

 

Randy Johnson #208 rjohns65@sbcglobal.net  

Steve White #346 swloneranger56@gmail.com  

Doug Briggs #110 drbriggs@gmail.com 

Steven Kirk # 13 steve@stevenkirk.com 

Europe - Elizabeth Mortimer #107 46elamor@talktalk.net  

National Director  -  Joe Little #736 joelittlelrfc@gmail.com 

http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
mailto:rjohns65@sbcglobal.net
mailto:swloneranger56@gmail.com
mailto:drbriggs@gmail.com
mailto:steve@stevenkirk.com
mailto:46elamor@talktalk.net
mailto:joelittlelrfc@gmail.com

