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SEASON 1   EPISODE #10 

“High Heels” 

This Episode aired on November 17, 1949 

 

 
This story has all sorts of twists and turns;  

the kind of plot that someone usually like Monk (Tony Shalhoub) has to figure out.  
But long before that Monk arrived on television, there was another one: Monk Gow. 

He seems like a really nice guy. Is he friend or foe?   
 

The title: High Heels is reference to the vanities of one of the two ranchers as John St. Ives 
don’t like being short and orders extra high heel boots.  

 

TLRFC 
 

Character Overviews for Season 1, Episode 10 

“High Heels”  

Aired November 17, 1949 
By Steve White 

TLRFC #346  

 

Carl Von Schiller also known as Jerome Sheldon played the short man, John St. Ives, who donned the high 
heeled boots. He was born 8/13/1890 in Ohio.  I expected to find something on Schiller’s lack of height, but 
was unable to track that information down. He did not appear to be all that short on the show, but since I am 
5’7”, he may not have looked all that short in the first place. This was the first of his two 
appearances on The Lone Ranger.  He was married to Ethel Brayton.    Died 4/15/1962 

 

Stanley Andrews played Dave Engels.  He was born 8/21/1891 in Chicago. His given name 
was Stanley Andrzejewski. He was in Road to Rio in 1947.  This is the first of 7 episodes 

Andrews played in. He died in Los Angeles on 6/23/1969.  

 

Michael Whalen played the scheming Monk Gow. He was described as a 
dark, debonair, mustachioed, slick-looking leading man. It also read that his 
good looks were offset by a slightly prominent Romanesque nose.  He was born Joseph 
Shorlin on 6/30/1902 in Wilkes-Barre, PA. Whalen was at one time a young 23 year old 
manager with Woolworths. He came to Hollywood in 1933 and appeared in several stage 
performances. He was in 1935s Professional Soldier which starred Victor McLaglen. He 

Stanley Andrews 

Michael Whalen 
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played opposite of Hollywood ladies, notably Alice Faye, Gloria Stuart, Clare Trevor and June Lang.  He also 
had the adult male lead in two of Shirley Temple’s movies; Poor Little Rich Girl in 1936 and Wee Willie 
Winkie in 1937. By the early 40s his leading man status started to falter and he began appearing more in 
character roles. He also appeared in four other The Lone Ranger episodes. His final appearance was on an 

episode of “My Three Sons” in 1960. He lived with his mother until her death in the 1960s. 
Whalen died in 1974 at 71. 

 

Robert Kellard. He was born on 4/23/1915 in Los Angeles.  He has the distinction as a few 
others of having played in multiple The Lone Ranger episodes.  He ended up in 10 episodes. He 
was foreman Blackie in this episode. Kellard had a long career, but mostly uncredited roles or 
bit parts. He did appear with Whalen from above in two mystery movies in 
1938.  He joined the Navy during World War II.  Kellard appeared in 
episode 10, but information on him says he was a writer and dialogue 

director on The Lone Ranger series in 1949.  He died on 1/13/1981 at 65. 

 

John or Johnny Berkes played the ornery Hank. (Tex in the credits). He was born on 
6/13/1895 in Trenton, NJ as John Patrick Feehan.  He was in Ace In The Hole with Kirk 
Douglas in 1951.  This was his only appearance on The Lone Ranger. He passed away in 
Hollywood on 7/5/1951 at only 56.  

 

Eric Alden played a henchman. Born in 1908. Other than the opportunity to play on The 
Lone Ranger, Alden could claim being a part of The Ten Commandments in 1956. He was also in Last Train 
from Gun Hill in 1959.  Alden died 2/28/1962. 

 

Uncredited in this episode were Ray Bucko (8/22/1893-8/6/1954), Tex Driscoll (9/7/1889-6/1/1970) and Joe 
Phillips(5/12/1913-10/19/1972), who all played townsmen. 

John Berkes 

Robert Kellard 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

 

December 9, 1902  Brace Beemer (author) was born. 

December 13, 1917  John Hart (actor) was born 

December 22, 2010  Fred Foy (announcer) passed 

December 28, 1999  Clayton Moore (actor) passed 

 

January 20, 2000   Chuck Courtney (actor) passed 
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AL SINGER 

Museum of Wild West Memories - UPDATE 
 
 
 

By:  Steve White 
TLRFC # 346 

 

 
TLRFC reporter Bill Niland, did a fantastic article on Al Singer in the June 2018 The Silver Bullet.  This is an 
update to Bill’s entry on Mr. Singer’s museum which was to have opened about the time that 2018 The Silver 
Bullet went to print.   
 
There is more information on the museum throughout this article and at 
the conclusion, but I wanted to start with some basic information.  The 
museum can be seen just about any time, but by appointment only.  
Please call 860-567-3643 and Al Singer or one of his dedicated family 
members will be happy to arrange your visit.  It has held various 
names, but Al told me it was the Museum of Wild West Memories. It is 
a non-profit, no admission, and educational museum. You will be 
given detailed directions, but the museum is located on the Singer 
family 34 acre estate called Top-O-World Farm at 61-67 Chestnut Hill 
Road, Litchfield, CT. 
 
The Lone Ranger Fan Club member, #467, Al Singer, now 85 years 
young, is also going strong along with his museum.  His western themed Museum of Wild West Memories has 
been expanded from the original care taker’s Cottage of eight rooms to twelve rooms!  A very short distance 
from the Cottage, four converted horse stalls in the barn, called the Annex, gives Al and family, twelve rooms 
of Wild West Memories to share with all that will make the visit.   
 
I really liked Bill Niland’s description about Al as he wrote, “For much of his 85 years, Al has lived a cowboy 
life, despite growing up in East Bronx, NY. His conversation is peppered with stream of consciousness facts 
about time and dates.”  That same feeling was with me after talking to Al.  We were talking about all the 
amazing items that the museum holds and then all of a sudden we were sharing cowboy thoughts that meant so 
much when we were kids and still are important to us as “young” adults.  I am a mere 20 years Al’s junior, but 
where his guys were cowboys in New York, my guys, two decades later, were still cowboys in Georgia.  He 
remembers at 8 years old, rushing home to hear The Lone Ranger on radio.  It was at that time in 1943 that Al 
started his collection of western / cowboy memorabilia.  Al Singer and his friends had the great Brace Beemer 
and John Todd as Tonto.  The little Georgia boys from above had Clayton Moore, Jay Silverheels and John 
Hart on re-runs on television.  But our love was the same for all of our Wild West heroes.  Al met Clayton 
Moore and Jay Silverheels.  They even have a picture of Mrs. Singer, Rhoda, with Clayton in the museum.  In 
Room 4, there is a large Lone Ranger and Tonto collection for viewing. The museum has just about every type 
of cowboy collectible imaginable. The rooms are dedicated to individual themes. There is a great mixture of 
the historical as well as that of the fictional characters that fuels most of us. There is Buffalo Bill, George 
Custer, Roy Rogers, Gene Autry, the likes of Tim McCoy, Tom Mix, John Wayne and Buck Jones, and there is 
an Indian Chiefs Room. At any turn, you may bump into a cowboy.   Al said there is a huge belt buckle 
collection, a part of which will soon be on loan to a larger museum in nearby Waterbury, CT.  He also has an 
actual Kit Carson style frontier jacket authenticated from 1848.  In Room 6 amongst other items, you will find 
the belt buckles and well displayed cases with knives. Shelves are full of books, art, films, models, sculptures, 
lamps, comic books and advertising.   Cowboys, Cowgirls and Indians, real and fictional are covered, 
including: Annie Oakley, Dale Evans, Crazy Horse, Hopalong Cassidy, Zane Grey, Red Ryder, Lash LaRue 
and Bob Steele.  The museum also houses paintings including art work from celebrated artist Lajos Markos. 
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Preparation 
 
Al did not go into the Wild West museum world without ammunition.  He and Rhoda visited numerous 
museums leading up to his decision to seek permissions to open up his own museum in Litchfield.  They 
visited The Buffalo Bill Museum, The Gene Autry Museum, The Roy Rogers Museum, and museums in 
Tucson and Scottsdale, Arizona.  In Colorado, they visited with billionaire Bill Koch, a collector and current 
owner of the only authenticated Billy the Kid photograph/tintype of which Mr. Koch paid 2.3 million dollars 
for in June 2011.  Al Singer may not have known in 1943 that his love for the Wild West would find a home in 
a museum, but starting back then his collections already 
found a home in his always youthful cowboy heart. 
 
Family 
 
Bill Niland reported in 2018 that Al has 3 grown kids, and 
all live within easy distance. His grandchildren seem to 
recognize the blessings they have and are devoted to the 
passion of their Grandparents, Al and Rhoda Singer. As 
mentioned above, Al Singer is going strong, but he told me 
that the future of the museum will be in good hands, as his 
grandchildren are set to keep it going. 
 
Happy Trails 
 
Bill reported that Al was preparing to attend a play planned 
for Broadway on the life and times of Roy Rogers and Dale Evans complete with live horse and dog. This play 

was in the works to come out in 2019, but was delayed 
and then the coronavirus hit the world and has delayed 
the play until 2021.   In the 2018 article, it was written 
that the horse and dog presented the problem, needing a 
stage with an elevator strong enough to hold a horse. Al, 
an investor in the upcoming play, said that they have 
designed an animatronic horse; so they do not need the 
heavy duty elevator. Very realistic animatronic horses or 
parts thereof were used in 2003 Seabiscuit, 2010 True 
Grit, 2011 Warhorse and the 2013 Lone Ranger movie. 
Trigger will still be a beautiful life like horse, just 
lighter.  Bullet the Wonder Dog will be a real German 
Shepherd.  Al said the play is to appear first at the Coca-
Cola Theater in Atlanta, then make its way to Broadway.  
As Bill wrote in 2018, Al still plans on being there 
opening night.  
 

If there is any way you can make a visit to Al Singer’s Museum of Wild West Memories, please make an 
appointment as soon as you can.  Call 860-567-3643. You do not want to miss this opportunity. It is a non-
profit, no admission museum.  The Museum will take donations.  If you would like to donate an item or 
monetary gift, please call 860-567-3643. The museum is great.  If Al Singer is on duty when you arrive; you 
will realize you have met a truly great man.  A man that is sharing his extensive collection, sharing his love for 
the Wild West, educating the young folks and it will cost you nothing.  Thank you Mr. Al Singer.  
 
Thanks to Bill Niland too.  I suggest you go back and re-read Bill’s full article from Issue 123 June 1, 2018. 
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Henager Museum 
By: TLRFC 

 

The Lone Ranger Fan Club is happy to announce that we have made arrangements  

with the Henager Museum as the official museum for TLRFC and to proudly display items  

and pictures pertaining to the image and character of The Lone Ranger.  

 

We have sent many items to them that will be on display in a special area of the museum. 

The goal is to have one item of everything that has and will be produced in the future on 
display. 

 

If you have an item you would like to donate 
please send it to James Henager, 

Henager Museum, 8837 State Road 57, 
Buckskin, IN 47647 

Hopefully we can build this display so that our hero 
can be preserved for future generations. 

Thanks for your help. 

 

 

Although this video was done in 2018, I just came across it and was so 
delighted to find it!  I thought if  I liked it, you might too and decided to share 

it with all of  you. 

This video is about our very own President, Garry Cherricks.  I found it to be 
just an amazing and heart warming story   

If  you need a lift, and who doesn't, click on the link below.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lca8vla84A 

Enjoy!! 

Annie Little 

Editor 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lca8vla84A
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GEORGE STENIUS:  

THE FIRST MAN TO PLAY THE LONE RANGER 

 
 

 

 

 

By:  Martin Grams, Jr. 

TLRFC #  10 

 

Did you know that the first person to play the role of The Lone Ranger was the same man 
responsible for writing and directing the holiday classic, Miracle on 34th Street? 

 

The man credited as the initial voice for The Lone Ranger was George Stenius, born in South 
Bend, Indiana, on April 17, 1911.  He attended Exeter Academy in Exeter, New Hampshire, 
and Central High School in Detroit, Michigan.  His family hailed from Stockholm but fate 
played a hand in Detroit when he bit the acting bug while performing on stage in 
school. Determined to become an actor after leaving school, rather than pursuing a university 
education at Yale (much to his father’s chagrin), Stenius took up a career of acting and 
performed in the road company of Elizabeth, the Queen, throughout 1931. Stenius returned to 

Detroit for the Christmas holiday and by January joined Jessie Bonstelle’s stock company. “During 1932 I 
wrote a play entitled Together We Two which I directed and produced in The Little Theatre,” Stenius recalled 
to author David Rothel. “After its run I sent the play to my agent, Leah Salsbury in New York. Nothing 
happened for quite a time. Feeling that the play was a dead duck, I took The Lone Ranger job at WXYZ.” In 
addition to his work on the stage, he went to work at WXYZ, for $15 a week. (According to Jim Jewell in an 
interview, Seaton was paid $2.50 per performance as The Lone Ranger, but this turned out to be 
inaccurate.) Stenius played bit parts on Manhunters and an afternoon program called Tea Time. 

 

It was during his brief tenure on The Lone Ranger program that Stenius claimed to have originated the  

“Hi-Yo, Silver!” catchphrase because of his inability to whistle.  Stenius did have an ability to write and some 
of his one-act plays were produced by a little theatre off-shoot of the Bonstelle Company. James Jewell went 
to see them and was impressed. “Why waste your time acting when you have a gift for writing?” he asked 
Stenius. After learning that The Lone Ranger’s ambition was to go to New York and write a few Broadway 
plays, Jewell provided the encouragement. When Stenius heard from Leah Salsbury that a producer had 
become interested in Together We Two and advised Stenius to come to New York, Stenius never hesitated. 
After playing the role of The Lone Ranger for a few months, he took the train East and never looked back. 

  

The script for February 2, 1933, promoted in newspapers as the first episode of the series (but was really the 
second broadcast), indicates the call as “Hi Yi, Silver!” The first radio script to reflect “Hi Yo, Silver” was 
April 1, 1933. 

  

 “I remember many things about the early days,” Stenius told author David Rothel. “At that time 
there were no union rules; consequently, we didn’t have any sound effects men. All of us in the 
cast had to do our own sound effects with a script in one hand and paraphernalia in the other. 
The sound of the horses’ hooves I supplied by banging cocoanut shells on a rubber mat. The 
sound of a raging fire was supplied by crinkling a piece of cellophane close to the microphone, 
and every time The Lone Ranger fought with anybody, I was pounding my fist on my chest.” 

 

While in New York City, Stenius changed his name to George Seaton. Americanizing ethnic-sounding names 

George Stenius 
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was not uncommon practice in the 1920s and 1930s, spiking in popularity during the Depression, as it was 
commonly (and statistically proven) that doing so provided an economic payoff in salary.* There he wrote 
pulp fiction and stage plays, before one of his efforts caught the eye of Sam Marx, head of the story 
department at MGM, who brought him to Hollywood. Stenius (now Seaton) was consequently hired as a 
writer, for $50 a week, to learn his new trade as an assistant to the famous writing team of Ben Hecht and 
Charles MacArthur. Unfortunately, MGM parted company with the duo before he ever 
reached Hollywood.  

 

Over the next few years, often un-credited, George Seaton served as a gag writer 
contributing to Marx Bros. comedies as A Night at the Opera (1935) and A Day at the 
Races (1937). Seaton would ultimately win two Academy Awards, one for Best 
Screenplay for the perennial sentimental Christmas favorite, Miracle on 
34th Street (1947). He worked his way through Hollywood and became a co-producer 
(with William Perlberg) on several big-budget films including The Bridges of Toko-
Ri (1954). He would also serve as President of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences from 1955 to 1958. 

  

* George Stenius was the husband of Phyllis Laughton, who was the sister of Eddie Laughton, who married 
Mary Eaton, sister of Doris Eaton of the Detroit Arthur Murray Studios. This is probably where Stenius later 
came up with Seaton when he changed his last name. 

  

After Seaton departed the radio program, a man identified as Jack Deeds took over the part on a temporary 
basis (one broadcast, to be exact) before Earle Graser, who was being coached for the part of The Lone 
Ranger, was ready to step in on a full-time basis. The creators of the program were not interested in 
revealing to the public at large the name of the actor playing the title role, one of a number of reasons that 
casting varies from one reference guide to another, as historians have attempted to pin-point which actor 
played the title role in the order of succession. Truth be told, the employment contracts help establish the 
timeline. 

 

MEMORABILIA CORNER! 
 

From the estate of Clayton Moore comes a black mask 

worn by the actor during his years as star of the TV 

series, "The Lone Ranger." The custom-made mask is 

made of lightweight resin-impregnated cloth with black 

felt, and an adjustable 12-inch black elastic strap. 

It's one of three masks worn by Moore during his years 

as the Lone Ranger; one is in the Smithsonian 

Institute's National Museum of American History; the 

other is in private hands. 
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THE LONE RANGER’S CODE OF THE WEST! 
 
 

The Lone Ranger is Honest 
Honesty is being truthful, sincere and straight forward. 

 
The Lone Ranger is Fair 

Fairness is being open-minded and committed to the equitable treatment of all. 
 

The Lone Ranger is Caring 
Caring is showing kindness, generosity and compassion toward others. 

 
The Lone Ranger is Respectful 

Respect means not taking advantage of others as well as being polite and courteous. 
 

The Lone Ranger is Loyal 
Loyalty means a faithfulness to commitments and obligations to family, friends, 

community and country but most importantly, to principle. 
 

The Lone Ranger is Tolerant 
Tolerance is the ability to accept differences and not judge people harshly because they 

are different. 
 

The Lone Ranger does his Duty 
Doing your duty means being responsible and accountable for your actions.  It means 

earnest thought before action. 
 

The Lone Ranger is Morally Courageous 
Moral courage is the inner strength to overcome obstacles or compelling forces to do 

what should be done, no matter the personal consequence. 
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From the Editor’s Desk 
By:  Annie Little 

Member # 606 

 

 

Hard to believe that another year is coming to an end.  And, as for myself, 
I’m glad that this one is going to be over.   

 

Yet, what better time is there to start fresh?  What better time to rethink what’s important in our lives?  
And, what better time to “happily” extend a helping hand to family, friends and neighbors?   

 

This year, many of us have been upset by a global pandemic, economic uncertainty, political turmoil, as 
well as an array of natural disasters.  It’s easy to get overwhelmed by the news, even frightened by the 
headlines, but let’s make a New Year’s resolution NOW to stay positive.  Remember that this too will pass.   

 

Many of us have been through tough times before.  Let’s not forget that we went through a deadly polio 
scare, world wars, terrorist threats and even the assassination of a beloved President. 

 

We survived all that and we can survive so much more.  So, don’t give up.  Please remember that we need 
to treat one another with respect and kindness, following that Golden Rule. And not just during the holiday 
season, but everyday as well.  Now, that to me is what’s important and that will never change.  We are all 
brothers/sisters and need to treat each other with consideration and caring.  Incidentally, isn’t that what The 
Lone Ranger believed too? 

 

Until next time, stay safe and well.  God bless you and your family.  Happy Holidays! 

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 

And what a great present to give to a fellow Lone Ranger lover.   

Just go to:  http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/membership.html 

Do it today!!!!  Don’t miss out on any of our exciting issues.   

Help us stay informed - If you change your email address, phone 
number or physical address let us know.  Go here to send us updates  

http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/contactus.html  

http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/membership.html
http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/contactus.html
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The Corriganville Movie Ranch 

 
 

 

 

By:  Nolan Greer  

TLRFC # 652  

 

This amazing location was a working film studio and movie ranch for outdoor location shooting. The ranch 
was owned by actor and stuntman Ray "Crash" Corrigan. It was located in the foothills of the Santa Susana 
Mountains in the Santa Susana Pass area of Simi Valley in California. It was destroyed by fires in both 1976 
and 1979. The site is currently a public park in the City of Simi Valley, called Corriganville Park, and 
operated by Rancho Simi Recreation Park District. 

 

Crash Corrigan purchased 1500 acres of land in 1937 for $11,354 to provide scenery as well as man-made 
structures and sets, to serve as background scenery for movies and television programs. Some of the films 
made there were John Ford's 1948 film Fort Apache, The Robe, Creature from the Black Lagoon, African 
Queen, Duel in the Sun, The Adventure of Robin Hood, Perils of Nyoka, How the West Was Won, Drums of 
Fu Manchu, & Once Upon a Time in Hollywood by Quentin Tarantino in 2019.   

 

Noted TV shows shot here included Gunsmoke, Have Gun, Will Travel, The Cisco Kid, Bonanza, The 
Fugitive, Wagon Train, The Adventures of Superman, Wanted: Dead or Alive, Death Valley Days, Route 66, 
Lawman, Bat Masterson, The Lone Ranger, The Adventures of Rin Tin Tin, Sky King, Lassie, Jungle Jim, The 
Roy Rogers Show, Cisco Kid, Hopalong Cassidy, The Rebel, Annie Oakley, Range Rider, Kit Carson, Wild 
Bill Hickok, The Gene Autry Show, and even Star Trek’s A Private Little War. Corrigan said that about 3500 
films and TV programs were filmed there although the number is closer to 1000 - still impressive. 

 

The 1956 Lone Ranger episodes were: Hot Spell in Panamint, No Handicap, The Letter Bride, The Sheriff of 
Smoke Tree, The Wooden Rifle, Trouble in Tylerville. In 1957 they were The Law and Miss Aggie, The 
Courage of Tonto, Avenger, The Angel and the Outlaw, Code of Honor and Outlaws in Greasepaint. For a 
while it was renamed the “Lone Ranger Ranch” by Jack Wrather. Corrigan sued Wrather and won. He 
renamed it The Corrigan Ranch.  

 

The ranch provided terrain such as lakes, mountains, caves, rock outcroppings 
and overhangs, and large boulders. The small man-made lake featured a cliff 
waterfall, as well as an underwater bunker with thick-glassed windows that 
would allow underwater scenes to be shot, while keeping the camera and crew 
dry (Creature from the Black Lagoon).  

 

Some sets included “Silvertown” - a western street with saloon, hotel, jail, livery 
stable, corral, blacksmith, shops, and a bank. There was also an outlaw shack 
and a church that doubled as a schoolhouse. Some of these structures had small 
living quarters while others had showers and restrooms for the cast and crew.  

 

Corrigan's own home on the property was sometimes used for ranch-house 
exterior shots. His house was one of the first structures erected at the ranch in 
1938-1939.  

 

Some cowboy stars who filmed there include: Gene Autry, Roy Rogers, Buster Crabbe, John Wayne, 

Corrigan’s Ranch 
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Randolph Scott, Smiley Burnette, Clayton Moore, Jay Silverheels, Charles Starrett, Ken Maynard, Kermit 
Maynard, Hoot Gibson, Bob Steele, Tex Ritter, Robert Taylor and of course Crash Corrigan himself.  

 

In 1965 Ray Corrigan sold the property for $3 million to comedian Bob Hope. A 
housing subdivision called Hopetown was to be built on a parcel near the park 
entrance. In the late 1960s and early 1970s part of the site was used for motorcycle 
racing. In 1976 the ranch was swept by fire.  

 

In 1979 another fire destroyed virtually all of the remaining structures. In 1988, 190 
acres of land comprising the principal working areas of the original Corriganville 
Ranch were purchased by the City of Simi Valley for use as a regional park.  

 

Now named Corriganville Park, the site of Corriganville Movie Ranch is a public 
park operated by Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District. The park has various 
concrete and brick foundations, the remains of movie and theme park buildings.  

 

One of the talented performers at the Corriganville Movie Ranch was Ray Corrigan's wife, Elaine DuPont 
(Elaine Zazueta). They married in 1956.  

 

For further information try http://www.movielocationsplus.com/ or http://www.corriganville.net/  

 

Tonto’s Tales 

  

Kemo Sabay, It not too 
late to be who you might 

have been.  

http://www.movielocationsplus.com
http://www.corriganville.net
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GRAND OPENING 

HI YO SILVER-HISTORY OF THE LONE RANGER 
By: Everette Humprey 

TLRFC # 3385 

 

After being delayed from its original planned opening, because of the virus, the grand opening 
of "Hi-Yo Silver", an exhibit of the history of the Lone Ranger program, was held on 
September 12, 2020.  As the fans arrived there was an air of anticipation and excitement.  Fans 
knew the project had been in the works for over two years.  What would be the result of all 
those thousands of hours of effort?  Would it be worth it or would it be just another collection 
of Lone Ranger memorabilia?  Each of those other collections have much to offer, but this one 
was supposed to be different.  Would it be?  Is this going to be worth the trip?  I could feel the 
anticipation as fans signed in at the registration table. 

 

It did not take long for it to become apparent that this was something special.  While the actual permanent 
history exhibit was set up in a special room in the lower level of the museum, there was much to get their 
attention on the main street level.  A table that caught much attention right away was the one that held a 
display of the major awards that had been given to Fred Foy the announcer/narrator of the program.  Also, on 
reading rails around the room were many albums with hundreds of photos of Lone Ranger items as well as 
photos from Fred's history in broadcasting. 

 

Then came the much-anticipated actual opening ceremony.  Claudia Dant, the museum curator, welcomed 
the fans and gave a brief description of what to expect during the day.  Then came a very special welcome.  
Dave Parker, a member of the original WXYZ radio cast had recorded a special welcome to the fans, 
especially for this event.  It was professionally done in a form much like an original Lone Ranger radio show.  
It was a tremendous hit and several ask for a copy for their collection.  Dave had given permission for this to 
be done if any wanted a copy.  If any fan that was unable to attend the opening wishes to have a link to it, just 
contact me. 

 

A professional photographer was on hand to record the event.  Along with photos 
of the gathering and exhibits, a special treat was in store for each attendee.  A 
posed photo of each fan was taken standing in front of the door, to the actual 
original WXYZ studio in Detroit, where the first broadcast was made in 1933.  A 
CD with photos of the event and of them standing in front of the door was sent 
free to each person that attended, along with a 5 X 7 print of them in front of the 
door. 

 

The event turned out to be even more special than we had hoped.  One of the 
attendees was a 9-year-old young man who had discovered the Lone Ranger on television recently.  His 
name is Tucker Thompson, and he is an avid fan.  I knew he was going to be there so I had a T-shirt made 
with the Lone Ranger on it for him to wear.  It was especially noteworthy in that we had not only the origin 
of the program represented but also, in the person of this young fan, its future.  I 
think the Lone Ranger is in good hands and will ride far into the future.   

 

A time capsule had been prepared ahead of time.  It was buried in the garden 
behind the museum in a ceremony at 1:30 in the afternoon.  Inside were small 
photos of each person that played had a prominent part in the show on radio, film 
and television.  The name of each was written on the reverse.  A small pad with 
the signature of each attendee was also included.  What made the time capsule very special was the result of a 
silent auction.  The winner received two "silver" bullets from Brace Beemer.  One they kept as a souvenir 

Everette and Tucker 

Burying the time capsule 
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and one they donated to the time capsule.  Larry Kassuba of Greenville, Michigan was the lucky fan.  His 
name was placed in the capsule as the one who gave the silver bullet.  The suggested date of 
the opening of the capsule is January 2033, the one hundredth anniversary of the program. 

 

As fans know, Brace Beemer was born in Mt. Carmel, Illinois.  That, of course, is the reason 
the museum is in that small town.  His boyhood home had been off limits as far as visits 
until this day.  The new occupant, realizing the importance of this day, made it available for 
fans to go inside.  As far as the house itself goes, nothing has changed or remodeled.  Most 

fans took advantage of the opportunity.  We want to say a special 
thank you to the occupants for this special opportunity.  They even 
had punch and cookies for fans to enjoy as they reminisced about the 
program.  A drawing, for the kids, was arranged with the winner receiving a small 
Lone Ranger lunchbox. 

 

The items on display in the museum will be there for future fans to enjoy.  So, if you 
were not able to attend the opening a visit later will be a must.  With around 1,700 

items owned by the museum all cannot be on display at once so the exhibit will rotate, with each change 
featuring another facet of the program.  Most items such as the original first script, the saddle, the small 
studio, etc. will always be on display.  If you plan to visit, be sure to check the museum website for the days 
and hours of operation.  Under special arrangements visits on days the museum is not open can be arranged. 

 

Even though the crowd was smaller than it was hoped, the day was still a success.  

There was one good point about the size of the crowd; each fan had all the time 
needed to view each item on display. 

Brace Beemer’s 

Boyhood Home 

Brace Beemer’s grandson, 

Brace Beemer II with Everette 

Fred Foy Memorabilia and 

history display 

WXYZ Mock Up Studio 

 

Please note: 

The Watch Party will take a short break from 

December 11, 2020 and will resume on  

January 8, 2021 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING MEMBERSHAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS  
 

DECEMBER 

 

Day Name Member # From 

 

 1  John Martin  367 WA 

 1  Mac Norfleet   597  KY 

 4  Richard Chapdelaine  395  NH 

5  Kevin Kuenkler  717  WA 

 8  Rosemary Minsky  173  CA 

 9  Nolan Greer  652  NJ 

 9  Arthur Hawkins Sr.  529  MD 

12  Clint Carlisle  796  TX 

15  Lance Christensen  800  CO 

17  Evan Alexander  487  IN 

18  Tom Luck  204  OH 

20  Matthew Arnold  345  CA 

20  Mark St. John  706  MO 

24  Ben Hunter  783  MO 

26  Tommy Summers  776  MO 

27  Scott Dieck  323  MI 

28  Lewis “Gene” McAbee  582  FL 

29  Saundra Reese  759  PA 
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JANUARY 
Day Name Member # From 

 

 1  David Wood  155  FL 

 2  Phil Jones  752                 United Kingdom 

 5  Don Wissusik  373  OR 

 5  Andy Amann  192  MO 

 6  Joseph Culp   227  OH 

 7 James Braaten   810 MN 

11   Gary Glick     197     NY 

11  Bo Shaffer (Director)  243  CO 

12  Nancy Merritt  762  TX 

13  Charles Lane  739  NV 

13  Julie Dieck  276  MI 

15  Ezra Shelton  338  IN 

15  David Hopper  194  AL 

18  Steven Kirk (Director)  668  CA 

20  Fred Maciach  312  Canada 

20  Todd Alligood  102  NC 

21  Larry Huffman  644  IL 

23  Jerry Chouinard  643  OK 

23  Richard Bushee  301  MA 

23  Kathleen Vasquez  568  TN 

25  Ronald Knorr  188  PA 

26  Mike Earleywine  512  IL 

27  Ricky Riley  750  OH 

28  Rolland Wenzel  737  MI 

28  Mark Largent  651  TX 

30  Clark Holloway  454  WA 

 

FEBRUARY 
 

 1 Timothy Ford  740  NY 

 2   Colin Smith   806    England 
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FEBRUARY 

Day Name Member # From 

 

 5   Norman Harsey   799    AZ 

 6  Dr. Jim Vickery  635  AL 

 6  Jimmy Liadis  784  OH 

 7  Franklin Newnam  382  CA 

 8  Douglas Hubschmitt  278  VA 

 8  Barry Winkler  777  OH 

 8  Benjamin Guenther  384  TX 

11  Gary McIntyre   813   CA 

12  Norman Phelps  366  PA 

19  Betty Murray-Harr  359  OH 

19  Jacklyn Marie  359  Canada 

20  Richard King  167  RI 

20  Jackson Faccio  524  AZ 

21  Chester Nishisaka  172  CA 

21  John Zimmerman  569  NC 

24  Patti Howard  781  AL 

25  Steven Glauser  409  PA 

25  Joel Kaplan  313  FL 

27  Wesley Tom  230  CA 

27  Sarah Brown  109  VA 
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 TLRFC State Directors 

 
California - Steven Kirk # 668 Steve@Stevenkirk.com  

Colorado - Bo Shaffer #243 bo@icinstitute.us  

Connecticut - Lou Servideo # 254 louservideo@gmail.com  

Delaware - Doug Briggs #110 drbriggs@gmail.com  

Georgia - Steve White #346 swloneranger56@gmail.com  

Indiana - Randy Johnson #208 rjohns65@sbcglobal.net  

Ohio - John Contini #656 tonicontini1905@gmail.com  

Tennessee  - Tim Simpson #598 timsimpson2008@gmail.com   

Europe - Elizabeth Mortimer # 107 46elamor@talktalk.net 

National State Director - Joe Little #736 joelittlelrfc@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LONE RANGER FAN CLUB 
 

The Silver Bullet is published four times a year (March, June, September, December) for the Fan Club 
Website since 2011 by Circle C Enterprise, a non-profit organization based in Salisbury, Maryland and is 
owned by Garry Cherricks.   

  

TLRFC was established and published by Terry and Kay Klepey from 1988 to 2002.  In 2002 it was 
published by Joe and Sandy Southern until 2011.  During this time from 1988 to 2010 it was postal mailed to 
the membership.  

  

The Lone Ranger and Tonto and all related characters and materials are Trade Mark and Copyright of Classic 
Media, Inc., in New York, NY. This Fan club is in no way connected with Classic Media.  

  

The Silver Bullet is a fan publication of the official International Lone Ranger Fan Club website expressly for 
Lone Ranger enthusiasts and collectors.   Deadline for submissions of letters, articles for printing and 
advertising is one month prior to the month of publication on the website.  

Disclaimer from The Lone Ranger Fan Club:  

 

Please note that no part of this publication may be disseminated, copied, or 
shared through public media avenues without the expressed consent from 
The Lone Ranger Fan Club.  Many items are exclusively provided here to 

our members for your enjoyment and information.  
 

Members may forfeit their membership for doing so.  Thank you.  
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