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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CLAYTON! 
September 14 

 
September 14 marks the 106th birthday of 
Jack Carlton Moore, better known to us as 
Clayton Moore.  Born in Chicago, Illinois, 
in 1914, Moore was the youngest of three 
sons of Theresa Violet and Charles 
Sprague Moore. 

When Trendle brought The Lone Ranger 
radio program to television, he landed the 
title role. And, we’ve loved him ever since! 
Happy birthday, Clayton. 

Another Perk For Lone Ranger Fan Club members - 

 

Leather holsters of any type and The Lone 
Ranger Gun Rig.  Custom made for you 
and you can even go there to see yours 
being made! 
 
Ask for Lynn and tell him you are referred 
to him by TLRFC - Frontier Leather Works 
webpage - http://frontierleatherworks.com/
LoneRanger1.html 
 

 
Lone Ranger Fan Club members get 10% 
discount - To receive this discount you MUST 
give Lynn your membership number which will 
be verified with TLRFC. 
 

http://www.frontierleatherworks.com
http://frontierleatherworks.com/LoneR
http://frontierleatherworks.com/LoneR
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What Does “Jane Carter” from The Squire and “Tinker Bell” 

Have in Common?   

The Answer: Margaret Kerry! 
By:  Joe Little 

TLRFC MEMBER # 736  

 

Born in Los Angeles, California, Margaret first role, at age 4, was as a fairy in the 1935 film A Midsummer 

Night's Dream directed by Max Reinhardt.  She worked under her real name as a dancer and actor in three of 

the Our Gang comedy shorts.  She attracted the attention of Eddie Cantor, who cast her in the role of his 

teenage daughter in the film If You Knew Susie.  Cantor thought “Lynch” needed a more theatrical-sounding 

name to be more noticeable as an actor, so she officially became Margaret Kerry.   

She graduated from high school with honors while working on the film and would later graduate cum laude 

from Los Angeles City College.  Still a teenager, she played the role of "Sharon" in the first network sitcoms, 

The Ruggles, on ABC-TV.  The show's farewell episode at the end of its three-year run featured Sharon's 

wedding and honeymoon.  Margaret also appeared in two episodes of The Andy Griffith Show, and the 

November 9, 1950 episode of The Lone Ranger.   

In my interview with her, she recalled that at the age of 13-14 The Lone Ranger was her hero.  She would 

listen on the radio every chance she got.  She invented scenarios in which The Lone Ranger would come to 

her rescue.  In her mind, he was always her hero.  During the shooting of the 1950 The Lone Ranger show that 

she was in (The Squire episode), she had a wardrobe malfunction - a split skirt that needed repair.  She further 

recalls that the sound stage where it was filmed had a very low ceiling and the crew worked on carts (movable 

equipment vehicles) that made the moving of “all the lighting” or “all the props” easy from one spot to 

another.  She said that they would produce one show per week.  They had only one rehearsal and if you got 

your lines close enough it was printed in one take.  The shot of her house, the villain’s office and the 

“exterior” of the house were located directly next to each other so the carts could be quickly moved.  The 

horses were filmed outside on a corner lot.  Clayton and Jay would protect her from the rough language 

sometimes heard on the set.  They would sit with her keeping her engaged in conversation so she would not 

hear the vulgarities.   

She was amazed at the loquaciousness of Jay.  They would talk about her school and friends.  They would 

continue to talk until “calling the A-team” was announced.  They would all go to the set, do the action, and 

then move on to the next set up.  They were on a very tight budget and time frame.  There were very few 

“take two’s”.  She noted that producer Jack Chertok was all business.  The rest of the cast were very 

supportive.  Even George Lynn (the villain) was so kind.  The Squire was filmed in 1950; she was 21 years 

old.  She still has very fond memories of those days with Clayton and 

Jay.   

Kerry answered an audition call at Disney during the planning stages of 

the animated feature film Peter Pan.  The audition, supervised by 

animator Marc Davis, required her to pantomime the motions that 

would be used as live-action reference for the animation of Tinker Bell.  

As Tinker Bell was to be non-verbal, her movements would be integral, 

and Davis sought a dancer that could help embody the character.  

Margaret said, “At home I had a room set up…my dance room…with 

all these mirrors and a bar, etc.  So, I got this little record player and put 

JOE LIITTLE 

Tinker Bell with Margaret in the 

background 
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on an instrumental record and I worked up a pantomime of making breakfast to the beat of the record.  You 

know, carrying eggs and maybe dropping one, closing the refrigerator door with my foot, etc.  As much 

variety of movement as I could do in the context of a little story.  So the next day I went to the studio and 

took the record player and put on this 45 rpm record and did this mime.  I choreographed a whole three-and a-

half minute routine to this old record.” Kerry won the part and spent six months at the Disney Studios on a 

mostly empty sound stage pantomiming the part.  The studio provided props, notably a giant keyhole 

mounted on a stand, as well as a pair of giant scissors, used in the scene where Tinker Bell became trapped in 

a jewelry box.  Kerry also provided the voice and reference movements of the red-haired mermaid in the 

Neverland lagoon scene.  “You remember the scene where Tinker Bell falls over backwards in Wendy’s 

dresser drawer? Well, they had me falling over backwards onto a mattress.  The mattress was about half an 

inch thick, or at least it seemed that thin, and when I went over backwards, I went “thud”.  The look on my 

face of surprise and pain was identical to the one Tink has in the finished film,” according to Margaret.  

“They called me ‘Two Take Tink’ because I would get it right the first time and then they would have me do 

it a second time for “safety”.  I was so young and foolish.  I could have made a lot more money messing 

things up so they would have to do it over and over.” Margaret said, “At the time, I was five foot two and my 

measurements were 35 - 25 - 36.  I was a babe!  I had just won the World's Most Beautiful Legs contest but, 

of course, I never told Walt about that.”   

A successful voice-over career ensued, using Margaret's skills in 21 different dialects and 48 various 

character voices in over 600 animated shows especially for children's television shows.  She provided 

numerous voices and live-action lead-ins for The New Three Stooges and Space Angel animated series for 

Cambria Productions.   

From 1992-2004, Kerry was a producer, writer and host of What's Up Weekly - Ministry Loves Company on 

KKLA-FM Los Angeles, a Christian radio station.  Also serving as the station's community services director, 

she headed an outreach program that connected to more than 200 nonprofit service agencies.   

Kerry is a certified seminar leader by the American Seminar Leaders Association and co-author and 

facilitator of the FUNdamentals of Speaking Seminars.  She continues to meet fans and attends many 

conventions, events and seminars throughout the country.   

As a supporter and contributor within the animation community, Kerry served as a board 

member of ASIFA-Hollywood (Annie Awards) for a number of years.  In 2016, Kerry 

published her autobiography Tinker Bell Talks: Tales of a Pixie Dusted Life (ISBN 978-

1533500755) with stories and anecdotes from her life and career, featuring 180 photos 

and pieces of art.  She also maintains a website: tinkerbelltalks.com and a blog.   

In 2019, Kerry self-published a booklet They All Look Alike To Me with short stories 

detailing her having prosopagnosia, also known as "face blindness".  At the age of 90, 

Kerry reconnected after 70 years with former boyfriend, WWII veteran Robert Boeke, 

age 94.  The two were married on Valentine's Day, February 14, 2020 in a ceremony at 

the Little Brown Church in the Valley in Studio City, California. Margaret Kerry 

http://www.tinkerbelltalks.com
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Season One / Episode 9 
“Tenderfeet” 

This Episode aired on November 10, 1949 
 

Tenderfeet refers to Dick and Bob Larrabee, brothers from back east. 
They are new to the west and have only been mining for silver  

just over a week. 
 

We have already met up with some ornery people in the previous 8 
episodes; but you will need to watch this episode to see just how bad 

Hardrock Jones is.  
 

This episode also has one of Clayton Moore’s best friends, Rand Brooks 
and two popular actors of 1949, Hank Worden and Monte Blue.  

 
  BY:  TLRFC      

 

Character Overview of Episode 9 

“Tenderfeet”  
BY: Steve White 

TLRFC #346 

 

Rand Brooks was in 9 Lone Ranger episodes. In this episode he plays Dick Larrabee. 

He was born in Wright City, Missouri on September 21, 1918.  From Clayton 

Moore’s  I Was That Masked Man, Clayton was writing about getting accepted by the 

well-known dramatic coach, Doc Fleishman and that not only did he get six months of 

training; but at Fleishman’s, in 1938 he met Rand Brooks, who would become one of 

his closest , lifelong friends.  In two other places in Clayton’s book, he refers to Rand 

Brooks as his Good Pal.  These statements, from Clayton, tell us how good Rand 

Brooks was.  Brooks had a good career, as he appeared in “Gone With the Wind”, 

“Northwest Passage”, “Requiem for a Gunfighter” and the movie about Audie 

Murphy’s real life heroics in World War II, “To Hell and Back”.  Brooks also 

appeared in several “Hopalong  Cassidy” productions and was in the TV series “ Rin Tin Tin”.  He married 

Lois Laurel (daughter of Stan Laurel) in 1949. Brooks died in Santa Ynez, CA on September 1, 2003, just 

20 days before turning 85. 

RAND BROOKS 
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Hank Worden was in 6 Lone Ranger episodes 1949-1957. He was born Norton Earl 

Worden in Rolfe, Iowa on July 23, 1901. His biography said he was educated at 

Stanford and the University of Nevada as an engineer. Worden was an expert horseman 

and toured the country in rodeos as a saddle bronc rider.  While appearing at a rodeo at 

Madison Square Garden in New York, he and fellow cowboy, Tex Ritter were chosen 

to appear in a Broadway play.  Years later, when Tex was a star, Worden played 

sidekick roles in several of Ritter’s Westerns.  Director Howard Hawks recommended 

Worden to director John Ford and from that connection he became friends with John 

Wayne. He was a regular cast member in many of  Wayne’s films.  He appeared in a 

long list of movies, including these popular features: “Northwest Passage”, 

“Stagecoach”, “Angel and the Badman”, “Fort Apache”, “Red River”, “McLintock!”, 

“True Grit”, “The   Alamo”, “Big Jake”, “Cahill U.S. Marshal”, and in one of this writer’s  

favorites, “The Searchers”.   He also had appearances in “Every Which Way but Loose”, 

and “Smokey and the Bandit”.  Talk about tough, he broke his neck in a horse fall in his 

20s, but didn’t know it until his 40s! He passed away peacefully at his home in Los 

Angeles on December 6, 1992, he was 91 

 

Ray Bennett played Hardrock Jones.  He was born Raphael Fabian Bennett on March 21, 

1895 in Portland, Oregon.  After spending his childhood in San Francisco, Bennett 

eventually moved to Los Angeles and was residing in Beverly Hills by 1930. From the 

onset, he had close ties to the acting profession, his mother (Ella Costillo Bennett) being a 

celebrated drama critic and author. His first acting was in stock and his entry to films was via stunt work. When 

he eventually graduated to speaking parts -- which varied in size from small to medium -- it was generally as 

hard-bitten desperadoes or assorted sneaky henchmen in westerns and serials. On luckier occasions he got to 

play the lead villain. The majority of his appearances were for Poverty Row outfits like Republic or Monogram. 

The life of a small part contract player could not have been an easy one. The 1940 census had Ray working for 

six weeks in 1939, earning a meager $1250. In between filming, Ray tried his hand at writing dramatic novels 

with a historical setting. At least one of his unpublished manuscripts ("The Shelter of the Cloth") is still held as 

part of the UCLA Library Special Collections. If you have had the great pleasure of reading these actor reviews 

over the last several Silver Bullet issues, you are aware that one of my favorite sayings is that the actor had 

appeared all over the mostly B-Western and television western frontier. That is the case 

with Mr. Bennett.  Though his face is not always familiar on the screen, it was on there 

many times, he appeared with so many of the western greats, mostly as the bad guy. 

Charles Starrett, Bill Elliot, Johnny Mack Brown, Hopalong Cassidy, John Wayne, Roy 

Rogers, Randolph Scott, Gene Autry, Tim Holt, Buster Crabbe, Bob Livingston, Bob 

Steele, Russell Hayden , the Cisco Kid, Tim McCoy, Tex Ritter, Lash LaRue and after 

episode 9 of the Lone Ranger, you can add Tonto and the Lone Ranger to Mr. Bennett’s 

long list.  He never married and died from a long-standing heart affliction in December 

1957 at the age of 62. Most of this biography on Ray Bennett is by I. S. Mowis of IMDb. 

Monte Blue was born on January 11, 1887. He played Sheriff Stanton in this episode.  He 

was born Gerard Monte Blue. His father was killed in a railroad accident when Monte was eight and his mother 

could not support four children. He and a brother, Morris were admitted to the Soldier’s and Sailor’s Orphan’s 

Home. There he built up his physique playing football.  Blue worked at several occupations including coal 

mining, railroading, ranching and working as a circus rider. He ended up west and became a day laborer for 

D.W. Griffith’s Biograph Studios. He became a stuntman for Griffith and an extra in The Birth of a Nation in 

Hank Worden 

Ray Bennett  

Monte Blue  
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BE SURE TO WATCH BE SURE TO WATCH BE SURE TO WATCH    
THE LONE RANGER WATCH PARTY THE LONE RANGER WATCH PARTY THE LONE RANGER WATCH PARTY    

PRODUCED BY PRODUCED BY PRODUCED BY STEVE ROSINSKI STEVE ROSINSKI STEVE ROSINSKI ---   MEMMEMMEMBER #BER #BER #   496496496   
FRIDAY NIGHTS BEGINNING AT 8 P.M.FRIDAY NIGHTS BEGINNING AT 8 P.M.FRIDAY NIGHTS BEGINNING AT 8 P.M.   

(Eastern Time)(Eastern Time)(Eastern Time)   
 

On Friday nights at 8pm on our Facebook Page we are showing, in order, 
three Lone Ranger episodes out of the 221 episodes that were on television.  
In addition to TLR we will include one “guest” western episode.   

Members can also comment during the LR Watch Party with other 
members.  It’s a great way for a fun evening, connecting with other 
members, without ever leaving your home. 

Here is the link to our Facebook page.  Hope to see you there. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/197726660344343  

1915. He gained support roles with both Griffith and Cecil B. DeMille. In the early 1920s he rose to stardom 

as a rugged romantic lead opposite Hollywood’s top silent stars, among them Gloria Swanson, Clara Bow and 

Norma Shearer.  He made a relatively easy transition into talkies, but at the same time, lost most of his 

investments when the stock market crashed in 1929. By the 1930s the aging star had moved 

back into small, often unbilled parts, continuously employed, however, by his old friend 

DeMille and Warner Bros. At the end of his life he was working as an advance man for the 

Hamid-Morton Circus in Milwaukee. He died of a coronary attack complicated by influenza on 

February 18, 1963 at 76. 

Ross Ford played the part of Bob Larrabee.  He was born on February 24, 1923 in Sterling, 

Colorado.  Per information that I found, it said Ford had a successful career and since he was in 

at least 45 productions, I would agree. The bulk of his work was in the 1940s.  He was in the 

Red Skelton comedy, The Fuller Brush Man and Ronald Reagan’s romance, Night Unto Night. 

He died on June 22, 1988 in Hollywood, California.   

 

Lone Ranger News 
 

Collectors of The Lone Ranger Comics 
Interested in adding to your comic collection? 

Check this out! 
 

CLICK HERE- Lone Ranger (1948 Dell) comic books  

Ross Ford  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/197726660344343/
https://www.mycomicshop.com/search?tid=192121&pgi=101&fbclid=IwAR3RYEuJM1fuajRyQNqpK4YLlw5nPzdwZbLGJ7KifNsSpmcK8eS6QOZPfWg--
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What to Expect at "Hi-Yo Silver" 

(a history of the Lone Ranger -Wabash County Museum Mount Carmel, Illinois) 

Grand Opening- September 12, 2020 

 
By:   Everette Humphrey 

TLRFC # 385 

 
I have heard this statement, and similar ones, several times recently, "I have seen several large 

Lone Ranger collections, why should I come to this event?  What will I see that I have not already 

seen at these other displays?"  Good question, it deserves an answer.  I will attempt to give one here. 

This is not just a collection of Lone Ranger toys, premiums, collectables, etc.  If that was all, it would have 

been a waste of hundreds of hours and thousands of dollars to replicate something you could see at many other 

locations.  We have made a serious attempt to put the history of this broadcast legend together in a presentation 

that will give the viewer a true sense of what started it all.  As I have spoken with Lone Ranger fans over the 

years, each has their own version of how it came about.  Some have been rather accurate and others have little 

idea of how it came about.  This is not an attempt to place the emphasis on any character, actor or writer, but to 

put together items that gave rise to the legend fans love.  This will be done using actual artifacts and items 

from the earliest stages of the program.  After viewing this display you will be able to put your "Lone Ranger" 

in its proper place in the continuation of the story.  We are not elevating any part above any other, just showing 

how it all began.  With that introduction I will now try to cover each of the main items in the exhibit and its 

role in how the legend grew. 

The door.  As you enter the exhibit you will do so though the original door of the broadcast studio atop the 

Maccabees Building in Detroit.  We were able to save the door when the old studio was razed to make way for 

an updated student radio studio at Wayne State University in Detroit.  So, you will begin your experience 

where the first Lone Ranger began his historic ride into broadcast history. 

The studio.  That first studio was not an impressive structure by today's standards.  It was a small, stark cubicle 

with little to indicate its importance except the microphone hanging from the ceiling and the directors window 

in one wall.  From small beginnings can come enormous results.  So, it was to be, that out from this 

unimpressive setting was to ride one of the most important legends ever to come from the broadcasting 

medium.  A program that was to set a standard met by very few.  It was not only entertainment for the whole 

family, but was to give parents a lead character that set a high moral standard they could feel comfortable with 

their children having as a hero.  In our mock-up you will see an original 1940s working ribbon microphone 

exactly like the original one in the WXYZ studio of the time.  It even has the WXYZ flag.  Standing on each 

side are manikins of Brace Beemer (Lone Ranger) and Fred Foy (announcer) each in their own clothes.  Each 

is holding one of his original scripts he would have held in a real broadcast.  In the directors' window you will 

see photos of the some of the directors over the years. 

The original first script.  Although there was a "test" program, heard by few, run a few days earlier for 

Trendle's fledgling Michigan Radio Network, this script is the actual one held and read from by George Seaton 

on the very first broadcast in what was to become the Lone Ranger series.  It is 14 pages and complete with 

Seaton's notes in his own hand.  Only three copies are known to exist, and this is the actual one held by "The 

Lone Ranger" You may see copies but this is the only place you will see the original.  This is its first public 

appearance.  It has never been on display before and can only be seen here.  It has been placed here for all fans 

to enjoy.  Don't miss it. 

Everette Humphrey 
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Curly Edwards script.  According to David Rothel, on page 38, of his book, " Who Was That Masked Man?", 

a western program called "Curly Edwards and His Cowboys", was broadcast one time.  Trendle heard it but 

did not like the frivolity of it.  He wanted a more serious western themed program that would appeal to both 

children and adults.  Out of a staff discussion, later, came the Lone Ranger concept.  There is some question 

as to whether or not this is the actual program Trendle heard but it is the only copy of a "Curly Edwards" 

script known to exist.  It is a typed original and has provenance back to the James Jewel estate.  Whether or 

not it is the program Trendle heard, it does represent the early western concept of a program that eventually 

gave birth to the Lone Ranger. 

Additional scripts.  Original scripts from the radio days are very important in telling the history of the 

program.  With that in mind you will see two more scripts very important to any broadcast.  One is the 

personal script from director Chuck Livingston.  It is complete with his, written in, notations used during the 

broadcast.  The second is an original script from sound effects man, Dewey Cole.  It has his hand written 

notations.  So, you will see original scripts from the three most important cast members of any broadcast, the 

lead actor, the director and the sound effects man.  It is unlikely you will see this important grouping of 

original scripts in one place anywhere else.  All come with solid provenance. 

Call Board.  This is the actual "Call Board" that was on the wall just outside the broadcast booth.  You will 

see it is divided into three sections (Monday, Wednesday, Friday) with lines for the name of the characters 

and actors for each episode of the week. 

Sound Effects drawer.  This is a drawer from a cabinet in the actual sound effects room from the old studio.  

Can you imagine what it could have held over the years that helped bring the adventures to life in the mind of 

the listener?  It has been preserved here in a specially made table and will continue to bring memories to fans 

for years to come. 

Poker Chips.  Brace Beemer, John Todd and Fred Foy enjoyed playing poker between rehearsal sessions.   

This is an actual set of poker chips used by the three actors in these games.  They have been authenticated by 

Fred's son. 

Hair from the first "Silver".   At the first public appearance of the Lone Ranger in March 1933, George 

Trendle realized they did not have a horse.  Since time was short, buying one was out of the question.  

Trendle was in luck however.  The Romig Brother's Circus was in Detroit for a short run.  Upon inquiring he 

found they had a pair of white horses the bare back riders performed on and one would take a saddle.  The 

horses name was "Hero".  After the performance Carl Romig, realizing the popularity of the Lone Ranger 

program, cut some hairs from the horse's mane and put them in a small paper envelope with a hand written 

note as to their origin.  In the mid-1980s Everette Humphrey bought them with the envelope and note from 

one of Romig's grandsons.  Since the envelope was in poor shape, the hairs were sealed in this plastic tube for 

their protection.  They are the only sample known to exist and the museum has solid provenance. 

Brace Beemer's saddle.  You will see the only saddle, authenticated by his son Richard, as belonging to Brace 

Beemer.  It was purchased at auction in 1989 and later donated to the Wabash County Museum.  It has 

provenance (Richard's letter is on display) back to the family.  Recent appraisal, due to age, rarity and 

provenance was $35,000 (appraisal on file) This is the earliest authenticated Lone Ranger saddle known. The 

case was custom made for it. 

Original artworks.  Flintstones artist, Don Sherwood was a friend of Fred Foy and did several artworks of the 

Lone Ranger.  We have several on display as well as paintings of the Lone Ranger and Tonto done by artist 

Marcia Miller.  Her specialty is doing horses.  You will be amazed when you see Silver and Scout. 
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GOOD NEWS - For those of you who renew your membership in September 
for next year, a special reward! Receive a $3.00 refund when we process your 
renewal! That’s correct, you heard me right. If you pay your membership through our 
webpage using PayPal during the month of September, you will receive a $3.00 REFUND 
back from TLRFC through PayPal.  Remember, though, it MUST be done during September. 
So, take 2 minutes and renew right now - You don’t want to miss any of our upcoming events 
or our informative Newsletters and you receive $3.00 back! It’s a great deal. PLEASE 
RENEW EARLY 

 

http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/membership.html 

Clayton Moore.  On display will be Clayton Moore's personal Lone Ranger and Tonto dolls.  They come with 

provenance provided by his neighbor who received them directly from Moore. 

Awards.  On display will be the major awards presented to Fred Foy.  Fred's, of course, was the voice you 

heard in each broadcast intoning the most famous introduction to any program, radio or television.  "A fiery 

horse with the speed of light……" 

Stop watch. Lone Ranger radio broadcasts, including plot, music and commercials, always lasted 29 minutes 

and 30 seconds (always exactly).  As part of his duties during the broadcast, Fred Foy, along with the 

narration, was responsible for keeping the show going on time to the second.  You will see the actual stop 

watch he used for the task.  Oh, if it could only talk! 

As you can see there was more to a broadcast than met the ear so to speak.  It was also true when we decided 

to do a display of the history of the program.  I am sure there are minor details that could have been done a 

little differently but all in all we believe you will not see the most complete representation of the history of this 

legend in broadcasting.   

In a small garden next to the museum are footprints of Fred Foy and Barbara (Brace's daughter) cast in cement.  

At the Grand Opening a small time capsule will be buried next to them.  One lucky attendee will have the 

honor of donating an original "Silver" bullet from the 1950s to the capsule.  The donor will be decided by a 

silent auction at which the winner will be given two of the bullets, one to keep and one to donate to the 

capsule.  So that a regular fan wins, museum representatives will not be allowed to bid.  

As a special treat we have Dave Parker, the only living member of the original WXYZ Lone Ranger cast, 

preparing a special welcome to be played for those attending the Grand Opening.  I have read the preview.  It 

is going to be terrific, in the same mode as an original radio broadcast of the show.  Come and join the 

festivities.  Bring your camera, photos are allowed.  Enjoy the ride with us.  

Hi-Yo Silver Awaayyy! 

 

 

http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/membership.html
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www.oldwestevents.com 

 

http://www.oldwestevents.com
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The Iverson Movie Ranch 

By:  Nolan Greer 
TLRFC MEMBER # 656 

 

Called the most ubiquitous place on Earth, the Iverson Movie Ranch has been the 

background for over 100 places on the planet and beyond the stars.  In the 1880s, Karl and 

Augusta Iverson homesteaded a 160 acre family farm in the Simi Hills on Santa Susana 

Pass in what is now Chatsworth, California.  They eventually expanding their land 

holdings to about 500 acres and they allowed a movie to be shot on the property as early as 

1912, with silent movies.  By the late 1910s, what would become a long and fruitful association developed 

between Hollywood and the Iverson Movie Ranch, it became the go-to outdoor location for Westerns in 

particular.   

The Ranch also appeared in many adventures, war movies, comedies, science-fiction films and other 

productions, standing in for Africa, the Middle East, the South Pacific and any number of exotic locations.  

Buster Keaton's Three Ages (1923), Herman Brix's Hawk of the Wilderness (1938), Laurel and Hardy's The 

Flying Deuces (1939), John Wayne's The Fighting Seabees 

(1944), and Richard Burton's The Robe (1953) are just a 

handful of the productions that were filmed at the ranch.   

The rocky terrain and narrow, winding roads frequently turned 

up in Republic serials of the 1940s and were prominently 

featured in chases and shootouts throughout the golden era of 

action B-Westerns in the 1930s and 1940s.  For the 1945 

Western comedy Along Came Jones, producer and star Gary 

Cooper had a Western town built at the ranch; this set was 

subsequently used in many other productions during the next 20 years.   

Hollywood's focus began to shift to the medium of television beginning in the late 1940s, and Iverson became 

a mainstay of countless early television series, including The Lone Ranger, The Roy Rogers Show, The Gene 

Autry Show, The Cisco Kid, Buffalo Bill, Jr., Zorro, and Tombstone Territory.  An estimated total of 3,500 or 

more productions, about evenly split between movies and television episodes, were filmed at the ranch during 

its peak years.  The long-running TV western The Virginian filmed on location at Iverson in the ranch's later 

period, as did Bonanza and Gunsmoke.   

By the 1960s, the ownership of the ranch was split between two of Karl and Augusta's sons, with Joe Iverson, 

an African safari hunter married to Iva Iverson, owning the southern or “Lower” half of the ranch and Aaron 

Iverson, a farmer married to Bessie Iverson, owning the northern “Upper” half.  In the mid-1960s the State of 

California began construction on the Simi Valley Freeway, which ran east and west, roughly following the 

dividing line between the Upper Iverson and Lower Iverson, cutting the movie ranch in half.  Besides 

separated the ranch, it also produced noise, making the property less useful for movie-making.   

The waning popularity of the Western genre and the decline of the B-movie coincided with the arrival of the 

1967 freeway.  The greater housing development pressure signaled the end for Iverson as a successful movie 

ranch.  The last few movies that filmed some scenes here included Support Your Local Sheriff (1968) and Pony 

Express Rider (1976).  In 1982, Joe Iverson sold what remained of the Lower Iverson to Robert G.  Sherman 

who almost immediately began subdividing the property.   

NOLAN GREER 

IVERSON RANCH BACK IN ITS HEYDAY 
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The former Lower Iverson now contains a mobile home park, the non-denominational Church at Rocky Peak, 

and a large condominium development.  The Upper Iverson is also no longer open to the public as it is now a 

gated community consisting of high-end estates along with additional condos and an apartment building.  Part 

of the ranch has been preserved as parkland on both sides of Red Mesa 

Road, north of Santa Susana Pass Road in Chatsworth.  This section 

includes the famous "Garden of the Gods" on the west side of Red Mesa, in 

which many rock formations seen in countless old movies and TV shows 

are accessible to the public.   

This area on the east side of Red Mesa includes the popular Lone Ranger 

Rock, which appeared beside a rearing Silver in the opening to each episode 

of The Lone Ranger TV show.  This area has been owned by the Santa 

Monica Mountains Conservancy since 1987.  The location of the ranch was 

in the northwest corner of Chatsworth, along the western side of Topanga 

Canyon Boulevard where it currently intersects with the Simi Valley Freeway.   

Some important links you should check out:  www.iversonmovieranch.blogspot.com; www.IMDB.com and 

search “Iverson Ranch”; www.cowboyup.com/Iverson_Ranch; or simply search “Iverson Ranch” on Youtube 

or Google .  This site analyzes virtually every rock seen in a movie, includes pictures of the site today.   

[This cite is awesome]  

Thanks to those who maintain the sites and the historical setting of so many great programs.  Become a 

member of the Society for updates and exciting Iverson news. 

Help us stay informed - If you change your email address, phone 
number or physical address let us know.  Go here to send us updates  

http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/contactus.html  

LONE RANGER ROCK 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER! 
 
September 4, 1961  -  Fran Striker [author] passed 
September 14, 1914  -  Clayton Moore [ Lone Ranger] born  
September 20, 2009  -  John Hart [Lone Ranger] passed  
November 29, 1895  -  Yakima Canutt [stunt double] born  

http://www.iversonmovieranch.blogspot.com
http://www.IMDB.com
http://www.cowboyup.com/Iverson_Ranch
http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/contactus.html
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HOW CLAYTON MOORE GOT THE ROLE 
By: Martin Grams, Jr. 
TLRFC Member #  10 

 

Weeks before Clayton Moore signed to play the lead on television's The Lone 
Ranger, producer Jack Chertok suggested Brace Beemer’s stand-in, Paul Sutton, until he 
learned that while Sutton was a perfect vocal fit, visually he looked nothing like the image 
of The Lone Ranger.  Unlike the Republic Pictures serials from the late thirties, George W. 
Trendle wanted complete control over production including casting and script approval, 
which he made sure was included in the contract with Jack Chertok. 

 

Upon his arrival in California, on April 13, Trendle arranged with Chertok to form a committee of five, 
consisting of Charles Livingstone, Harry Poppe and the casting director, to screen some of the 68 applicants 
and prospects for the lead of The Lone Ranger.   According to Trendle in a letter to a friend, “prior to my 
arrival they had interviewed approximately 200 male actors for this part and from that list, selected 68 names 
from whom they obtained case histories and photographs for my inspection.” This list featured age, height, 
weight, hair color and eye color.   The only common denominator between them was the fact that every actor 
was six feet or taller.     

 

Futile as it would be to list all 68, a few are worth mentioning for amusement: 
Robert Allen, who starred in a series of cowboy westerns in the 1930s for 
Columbia, was 43 years old at the time and making guest appearances on television 
anthologies in New York City, but optioned to move to California to play the lead.  
Jim Bannon, who was playing the role of Red Ryder in a series of westerns for 
producer Jack Schwarz, was temporarily considered, especially in light of the fact 
that “he rides very well.” Bannon would have been unable to commit to a weekly 
television program due to his present contractual commitment to star in four Red 
Ryder motion pictures.  Marshall Reed, Rhodes Reason and George Wallace were 
also on the list, the latter described as “athletic.” 

 

Among the top candidates was Bruce Kellogg, a character actor who was formerly 
a rodeo and stuntman.  “Good actor, good voice,” Chertok wrote.  Bruce Cowling, a character actor playing 
supporting roles in numerous motion-pictures, was also given serious consideration, with a notation that he 
was as a “good candidate.  Says he rides well, is keeping up with riding at Hudkins.  Tried wardrobe to see 
how he looked.” Guy Williams, tall, dark and athletic, whose signing at the age of 33 to play Don Diego de la 
Vega, a.k.a. Zorro, for producer Walt Disney in 1957, would thrust him into celebrity limelight.  Williams 
was noted as being a good rider on horses but rejected for The Lone Ranger in 1949 on account of being “too 
young.” Historical hindsight applied, it is amusing to note the one name not on the list of 68 possible 
candidates was Clayton Moore.  

 

From the list a total of 21 were ultimately invited to a casting call at the studio, and required to wear a Lone 
Ranger mask and hat, to give an idea of how they handled themselves.  After an exhaustive test of these 21 
applicants, they were narrowed down to seven.  Those seven proceeded to the Iverson Ranch, located several 
miles out of Hollywood, where many of the Western motion pictures were taken and accompanied by a sound 
truck, food truck, cameraman and equipment, and spent the day taking shots of them in different Lone Ranger 
poses, and also running shots to see how well they could ride a horse. 

 

Martin Grams, Jr. 
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“After a full day’s work with them, we finally came to the conclusion that only two might be able to do the 
job,” Trendle later recalled.  “Glen Langan and Robert Bray.  But, of these two, while Glen Langan was the 
best actor, did the best portrayal of the character, he was a very awkward rider and my horse man thinks it 
would be necessary to use doubles in all closeups, because we realized when we put him through the paces on 
Hi Yo Silver he could not handle the horse.  Mr. Bray looked good in a mask, he rode a horse very well, but 
his voice was somewhat thin, and his features showed very little animation.” 

 

Immediately upon returning to the studio, at the advice of an agent named Antrim Short, Trendle called for a 
number of films featuring Clayton Moore.  “He’s made several pictures over at Republic.  You should take a 
look at a serial he did a while back, called Ghost of Zorro,” Short suggested.  After reviewing a few chapters 
of The Ghost of Zorro, courtesy of Republic Pictures, Trendle agreed with Short.  Jack Chertok and George 
W. Trendle decided that in order of availability the candidates to be signed would be: (1) Clayton Moore,  
(2) Glen Langan and (3) Robert Bray. 
  

It should be noted that the information contained in this article  comes from a 
review of archival historical materials, substantiated through letters and  
inter-office memos.  In short, while many fans of the television program have 
reported other names including Richard Webb being up for consideration, this 
was not the case.  
 
Subject to availability was one of many considerations required to narrow 
down the choices but Clayton Moore was more than willing to commit.  Lou 
Sherrill, Moore’s agent, was contacted and a meeting was arranged.  Sherrill 
sat outside the office while Moore answered the questions, wanting the part of 
The Lone Ranger so bad that his knees were shaking.  After what might have 
been an hour of conversation, inquiries to his athletic abilities, and asking him 
to stand up and walk around, they called Sherrill back into the room.  “Do you 
want the part?” Trendle asked him.  Moore stood straight, looked him in the 
eye and replied, “Mr. Trendle, I am the Lone Ranger.” Trendle replied, “The 
job is yours.” 

 

Later, Trendle admitted in private that his initial impression was to have Moore “open his mouth a little more 
when he talks.  He seems to be talking through his teeth part of the time.  Also, he is stiff in his movements, 
which is something he probably had to do, in order to be the type of crook he was portraying in those shows.” 

 

“I do not think he is the ultimate,” Trendle wrote to Raymond Meurer, “but out of the 200 people that they 
screened and the 68 I checked, I have come to the conclusion that there are only two kinds of Western actors.  
One, the type we are able to get.  Two, those who demand so much money that it is utterly impossible to talk 
to them.  There seems to be no middle ground.  When a man develops sufficiently to be a good Western actor, 
he is made a star, and they are few and far between, as you can readily determine when you realize that we 
went through some 200 applicants to pick this man.” 

 

Martin Grams, Jr. is the author and co-author of more than 40 books about old-time radio and retro 
television, including The Green Hornet: A History of Radio, Motion-Pictures, Comics and Television, and the 
up-coming book, The Lone Ranger: The Early Years, 1933-1937. Martin's website is www.martingrams.biz 
and can be contacted at martingramsjr@gmail.com.    We welcome Martin to our contributor’s family. 

http://www.martingrams.biz
mailto:martingramsjr@gmail.com
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FROM THE EDITOR 
By:  Annie Little 

TLRFC Member # 606 
 
I’m sitting in the house as I write this editorial because we’re in a heatwave in NJ.  Cur-
rently, it’s 95 degrees with a dew point of 70%!  What that means is:  It’s Hot as Heck 
here.  We’re still getting over last week’s hurricane, No one thought that this hurricane 

would be as bad as it was.  It’s been the worse storm NJ has had since Sandy in 2012.   
 
The Coronavirus is STILL around.  In NJ, you can only go out to dinner if you dine outdoors.  Indoor restau-
rants are closed.  And as I mentioned before, it’s way too hot to eat outside so I cook all the time.   

I was starting to feel a bit sorry for myself.  I am not a big fan of change and this year has been really hard to 
handle.  So, to cheer me up, I’ve make a top 10 list of the things about which I’m happy.  So, here it goes!  
Maybe you can be happy about these 10 things too! (By the way, my family is the most important thing to me 
and the one that gives me the most joy, but I didn’t want to bore you with that one so it’s not listed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, smile and be happy.  You woke up today too.   

Until next time I send you many happy thoughts.  Stay safe and well.  God bless. 

ANNIE LITTLE 

Lee Felbinger is the author of:  Collector’s Reference & Value Guide to The Lone 

Ranger.  He is a long time collector of Lone Ranger memorabilia and has one of 

the largest collections in the country!  If you can get your hands on a copy of this 

book, I highly recommend it.  I’ll try to include different points of interest from 

this book in future editions of our Newsletter.       The Editor  

#10. Having a full tank of gas!  
#  9. Being able to get things done, giving me a feeling of accomplishment 

#  8. Relaxing with a good book 
#  7. Taking a hot shower 

#  6. Looking back on past successes 
#  5. Watching a favorite old movie 

#  4. Smelling freshly cut grass 
#  3. Seeing something you’ve done to really affect someone in a good way. 

#  2. Watching hummingbirds every morning 
 

And the #1 reason to be happy --  Waking up to see another day! 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS! 

SEPTEMBER  NAME      MEMBER #    FROM 

 
 1  Steve Jensen  179  IA 

 3  Walter Wilson, Jr.  288  FL 

 4  Ruth White  530  OR 

 5  Aldan Briggs  111  DE 

 6  Roy Vanater  426  WV 

 7  Jack M. Kilcrease  150  MI 

 7  David Armbrecht  546  MI 

 8  Philip Moore  544  Great Britain 

 9  Rena Katz  196  FL 

10  Susan J Todd  118  MD 

14  Clayton Moore 

14 Gary Thostenson  536  WI 

14  Theo Peddy  774  GA 

14  Mike Legg  767  MS 

15  William Crozier  372  OK 

19  Andrew Alonso  778  GA 

20  Toni Contini  656  OH 

22  Paul Stutts  350  NC 

23  John Hartzog  246  PA 

24  Wendy Foy  12  MA 

25  Steven Pereira  168  CA 

27  Douglas Drains  755  NY 

28  Tony Remsen  503  AR 

29  Madlyn Laurent  578  AZ 
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OCTOBER NAME    MEMBER #   FROM 

 

 5  Sava Toufexis  425  NY 

 5  Daniel O’Neill  25  NV 

 7  Bill Zumbiel  412  KY 

 7  Anthony Mecca  601  NJ 

 9  Robert Burgoyne  673  United Kingdom 

10  George West  676  IA 

10  Richie Cruthis  180  IL 

11  Al Dittrich  164  NY 

12  Frank Adinolfi  674  MA 

12  Marty Lefler  769  Philipines 

12  Michael Wheelock  780  IN 

13  Robert Paterson  181  MN 

13  George Bobbitt  698  TN 

14  Thomas E. Reed  451  CA 

16  Andy Martin  163  TX 

18  James Kartsimas  289  IL 

18  Camilla Morrison  257  NY 

20  Marylee Allen  726  CA 

26  Wendall Hinkle  613  TN 

28  Thomas Hughes  768  CA 

30  James King  335  CA 

30  Michael LaBorde  232  AZ 

 

NOVEMBER  NAME      MEMBER #    FROM 

 

 5  Chet Cox  437  TX 

 6  James Kruse  734  IA 

 7  Jim Rich  602  NC 

 9  Bobbi Schlosser  299  OH 

10  Farrel Knight  683  TX 

11  W.J. Woods  570  TX 
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Happy birthday to all our members! Have a great day!Happy birthday to all our members! Have a great day!Happy birthday to all our members! Have a great day!   

Kenny Hodgins TLRFC member #152 

Winner of our coloring contest holding the 

Chrome Silver Bullet!  

NOVEMBER  NAME      MEMBER #    FROM 

 

12  Barbara Bowman  213  NY 

12  Kenny Hodgins  152  VA 

14  Peggy Wetzel  612  TX 

14  Barbara Tigyer  718  CO 

17  Cort Tamberino  639  NY 

19  Gerry Murphy  696  AZ 

19  Dean Petros  719  PA 

20  Jeff Farnham  637  NC 

21  Ruben Procopio  225  CA 

23  Barbara Baumgartner  758  IL 

23  Jennifer Ernest  283  OH 

24  John Paulits  765  NY 

24  Gina Pasquini  790  CA 

25  Richard Mayrand  772  ME 

28  Everrette Humphrey  385  MI 

28  Donald Schact  162  WA 

29  Michael D. Reed  745  MO 

30  John Kurtz  170  OH 
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We recommend and endorse Nutramax as a daily supplement for better 
health for you and your pets.  Helps reduce joint pain and stop the enzymes 
in the joints that breakdown cartilage.   

Click on the boxes below for more information. 

Editor’s Note:  You can get your own complete set of The Lone 
Ranger TV Episodes!  It’s a Lone Ranger Fan Club exclusive and a 
must have for every Lone Ranger enthusiast.  Available for shipment 
world-wide.  Just clink here to see the great deal that LRFC members 

will receive: http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/dvdsbooks.html 

Tonto’s Tales 

  

Mind like Mind like Mind like 
parachute, it only parachute, it only parachute, it only 
function when openfunction when openfunction when open      

http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/dvdsbooks.html
http://media.nutramaxlabs.com/player/?file=Dr-Bob-Solving-Problems.flv
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/your-health
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/cat
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/dog
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/horse
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 TLRFC State Directors 

California - Steven Kirk # 668 Steve@Stevenkirk.com  

Colorado - Bo Shaffer #243 bo@icinstitute.us  

Connecticut - Lou Servideo # 254 louservideo@gmail.com  

Delaware - Doug Briggs #110 drbriggs@gmail.com  

Georgia - Steve White #346 swloneranger56@gmail.com  

Indiana - Randy Johnson #208 rjohns65@sbcglobal.net  

Ohio - John Contini #656 tonicontini1905@gmail.com  

Tennessee  - Tim Simpson #598 timsimpson2008@gmail.com   

Europe - Elizabeth Mortimer # 107 46elamor@talktalk.net 

National State Director - Joe Little #736 joelittlelrfc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

THE LONE RANGER FAN CLUB 

 

The Silver Bullet is published four times a year (March, June, September, December) for the Fan Club Website since 2011 by Circle C 
Enterprise, a non-profit organization based in Salisbury, Maryland and is owned by Garry Cherricks.   

  

TLRFC was established and published by Terry and Kay Klepey from 1988 to 2002.  In 2002 it was published by Joe and Sandy South-
ern until 2011.  During this time from 1988 to 2010 it was postal mailed to the membership.   

  

The Lone Ranger and Tonto and all related characters and materials are Trade Mark and Copyright of Classic Media, Inc., in New 
York, NY.  This Fan club is in no way connected with Classic Media.   

  

The Silver Bullet is a fan publication of the official International Lone Ranger Fan Club website expressly for Lone Ranger enthusiasts 
and collectors.   Deadline for submissions of letters, articles for printing and advertising is one month prior to the month of publication 
on the website.   

Disclaimer from The Lone Ranger Fan Club:  

Please note that no part of this publication may be disseminated, copied, 

or shared through public media avenues without the expressed consent 

from The Lone Ranger Fan Club.  Many items are exclusively provided 

here to our members for your enjoyment and information.   

Members may forfeit their membership for doing so.  Thank you.   

mailto:Steve@Stevenkirk.com
mailto:bo@icinstitute.us
mailto:louservideo@gmail.com
mailto:drbriggs@gmail.com
mailto:swloneranger56@gmail.com
mailto:rjohns65@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tonicontini1905@gmail.com
mailto:timsimpson2008@gmail.com
mailto:46elamor@talktalk.net
mailto:joelittlelrfc@gmail.com
http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/

