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REMEMBERING JAY REMEMBERING JAY REMEMBERING JAY 

SILVERHEELSSILVERHEELSSILVERHEELS   

By:  Nolan Greer 

TLRFC Member # 652  

 

Jay Silverheels was born Harold Jay Smith on May 26, 1912 in 
Ontario Canada.   He was the grandson of a Mohawk Chief, 
and an athlete as well as an actor.   

As an athlete he excelled playing lacrosse [Canadian Lacrosse 
Hall of Fame] as well as placing second place in the Middleweight Golden Gloves tournament.   

As an actor, his career began in 1944 as a stunt man and an extra but quickly graduated to some of the top 
films with major stars (Key Largo, Broken Arrow, True Grit and The Man Who Loved Cat Dancing among 
others). 

His greatest fame came as Tonto. He was in more episodes than any other actor including Clayton Moore.  
He appeared in 217 Lone Ranger shows.  In 1955 he suffered a slight heart attack and was replaced by Chuck 
Courtney, Jr. as Dan Reid, Jr. and returned to the action as soon as he was able. 

In 1993 Jay was inducted into the Hall of Great Western Performers in Oklahoma City, followed by 
induction into the NY Hall of Fame and has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame and the Fort Worth Walk 
of Cowboy Stars. 

In his spare time he raised, bred and raced Standarbred horses and spent his family time with his wife, four 
daughters and a son (Jay Anthony Silverheels - also an actor) 

Jay left us on March 5, 1980 at the age of 67 in California.  His ashes were returned to his tribal home in 
Ontario.  We honor him as a role model and for keeping alive the tribal principles that he embraced.   

We remember him fondly. 

 

March 1, 1965  Brace Beemer (author) passed  

March 7, 1988  Robert Livingston ("LR Rides Again") passed 

March 21, 1921 Fred Foy (announcer) was born 

March 31, 1909 Earle Grasser (radio LR) was born 

April 8, 1941  Earle Grasser (radio LR)  passed 

April 19, 1911  George Seaton ("HiYo Silver") was born 

May 10, 1972  George Trendle (producer) passed 

May 15, 1908  Lee Powell (LR in 1938) was born 

May 24, 1986  Yakima Canutt (stunt rider) passed 

OTHER DATES TO REMEMBER:OTHER DATES TO REMEMBER:  
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Don't let The Lone Ranger Image and Character fade off  

into the sunset. Mention to your friends that you are a 

LRFC member and suggest that they consider joining. 

Talk to people under the age of  40. We need younger 

people to help keep our Hero around well into the future. 

ANNOUNCING A HISTORICAL "LONE RANGER" 
GRAND OPENING EVENT 

 
By:   Everette Humphrey 

TLRFC # 385 

 

We cordially invite you to the Grand Opening of the newest exhibit for Lone 
Ranger fans, appropriately called “Hi-Yo Silver”.  The date is Saturday, 
May 2 beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The exhibit will showcase the history of the 
Lone Ranger program on radio, TV and movies featuring a comprehensive 
timeline and including the legacy displays of both Brace Beemer and Fred 
Foy.  There is also a broadcast booth including actual items from the 
original WXYZ studio in Detroit. You will enter the exhibit through the 
original door to the broadcast studio that the first "Lone Ranger" entered on 

January 30, 1933 to do that first historic broadcast.  The burial of a time capsule containing original 
artifacts from the show will take place at approximately 2:00 p.m.   

 

“Hi-Yo Silver” has been two years in the 
making and is presented by the Wabash County 
Museum in Mt. Carmel, IL.  The address is 320 
N. Market Street.  Mt. Carmel is the birthplace 
of Brace Beemer and has held Lone Ranger 
Festivals in the past.  Please join us.  You may 
arrive at any time from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
to enjoy the exhibit and the Grand Opening 
festivities.  There will be a special memento of 

the Grand Opening for all attendees plus other mementos to buy 
and plenty of friends and fans to visit with during the 
day.  Admission to the event is free. 

 

An RSVP is much appreciated.  Hope to see you there! 

 
 

Everette Humphrey  with 

Brace Beemer's saddle, 

only one authenticated by 

the Beemer family  

BRACE BEEMER 
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Jack Wrather - The Man behind the Man with the Mask 
 

By:  Nolan Greer 
Member # 652  

 
John Devereaux Wrather Jr. was an oil millionaire who bought the 

rights to "The Lone Ranger” but he was much much more… He was 

born in Amarillo, Texas on May 24, 1918 to Mazie (Cogdell) and John 

Devereaux Wrather Sr. They moved to Tyler, Texas, where he grew up 

and graduated from the local high school in 1935. He graduated cum laude with a 

Bachelor of Arts degree from The University of Texas at Austin in 1939.  He worked in 

the oilfields of East Texas as a wildcatter and pipeline walker as his college summer job.  

The early 1940s with his father's illness, Jack took over as president of his father's oil 

company, the Overton Refining Company when he was in his twenties. 

 

On July 31, 1941, Jack married Molly O'Daniel, the daughter of Democratic Governor and later U.S. Senator 

Wilbert Lee "Pappy" O'Daniel. [as in the film O Brother, Where Art Thou].  They had two children, Jack 

Wrather III and Mollie Wrather, before divorcing in 1946.  He served in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 

during World War II (1942–1947) in three campaigns and commanded a Marine air group in the Philippines. 

 

In 1947, he married movie actress Bonita Granville.  They had two children, Linda and Christopher Wrather.   

Granville appeared in over 40 movies during the 1930s and 1940s and on many dramatic television series 

during the 1950s, and later she became a producer for the Lassie show. She is best known for playing the role 

of Nancy Drew in a series of movies in the late 1930s and being the narrator for Lassie. 

 

After the war, the Wrathers bought a home in exclusive Holmby Hills in Hollywood and he became a movie 

producer, founding Jack Wrather Pictures Inc.  In 1946, he produced his first movie, The Guilty, starring 

Bonita Granville.  By 1955, he had produced six more movies, including High Tide, Perilous Waters, Strike It 

Rich and Guilty of Treason. The films were produced for Eagle-Lion Films, Warner Bros., Allied Artists and 

United Artists.   

 

Wrather purchased a television station KOTV in Tulsa, Oklahoma from fellow oil millionaire George 

Cameron, then went on to purchase the San Diego, California television and radio stations KFMB-TV and 

KFMB in 1953 and the New York City radio station WNEW in 1955. He also owned WJDW-TV in Boston, 

Massachusetts, and donated it in 1965 to the WGBH Educational Foundation, which still operates it as PBS 

station WGBX-TV.  

 

In 1954, Jack Wrather purchased the complete rights to The Lone Ranger and took over production of the 

television series (1954–1957). The corporation also purchased the Lassie television series in 1956 and the 

Sergeant Preston of the Yukon television series in 1957. 

 

Walt Disney asked Wrather to build the hotel after Disney had exhausted his credit line in building the 

Disneyland theme park. “It was 1954 when I got a call that Walt was putting in something special out there in 

Anaheim and asked if I would be interested in building a hotel next to it.  I had heard a little bit about the 

Disneyland plan, but when he told me where it was going to be built, all I could exclaim was ‘Anaheim! Oh, 

God! Anaheim!’ Then I asked why they didn’t call Hilton or Sheraton since I wasn’t in the hotel business.  

NOLAN GREER 

JACK WRATHER 
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They said they had called them but Hilton or Sheraton never heard of 

Anaheim and weren’t interested.” Jack said. 

 

Jack Wrather financed and owned the Disneyland Hotel in Anaheim that 

was completed in 1955, and immediately shared the success of Disneyland. 

When Disney later attempted to buy the hotel, Wrather refused to sell. Jack 

opened the 104 room Disneyland Hotel on October 5, 1955.  On opening 

night, just seven rooms were ready for the public; an eighth room served as 

the hotel’s office and lobby.  He continued to enlarge and improve the 

resort to 450 rooms.  It became a destination in its own right.   

For more info, click on: https://www.traveltothemagic.net/rare-footage-

1956-grand-opening-

disneyland-hotel/ 

 

Wrather further diversified his 

holdings by building or buying resort hotels and other properties 

throughout the United States.  Bonita said he was ”always going 

into things where everybody would look at him sideways and say 

‘you bought wh-a-a-at?’  That was the story of Jack’s life.” 

 

In addition to the Disneyland Hotel, Jack Wrather also owned the 

Twin Lakes Lodge in Las Vegas, Nevada, the L'Horizon Hotel in 

Palm Springs, California, the Balboa Bay Club & Resort in 

Newport Beach and the Inn at the Park in Anaheim.  He founded Los Angeles' PBS station KCET and turned 

the Queen Mary and Howard Hughes' experimental airplane, "The Spruce Goose", into tourist attractions.  He 

spent $72 million to do this. 

 

In 1957, Wrather purchased the Muzak corporation, a company providing "elevator music" for business 

environments. The company owned an extensive library of "easy-listening" music and one of the world's 

largest recording plants. Wrather sold the company in 1972. 

 

Over the years, Wrather created or purchased many different companies for his various businesses and 

investments. These included Evansville Refining Co., Overton Refining Co., Jack Wrather Pictures, Inc., 

Freedom Productions Corporation, Western States Investment Corporation, Wrather-Alvarez Broadcasting, 

Inc., General Television Corporation, Jack Wrather Productions, Wrather Hotels, Teleprompter Cable, Lone 

Ranger Inc., Lone Ranger Television, Lone Ranger Pictures, Lassie Television, the Muzak Corporation,  and 

the A.C. Gilbert Company. In 1961, he combined his various holdings into the Wrather Corporation.  

 

He said “I ended up owning 8 television stations and 12 radio stations but I sold them when it became an 

operational business that didn’t give me a lot of pleasure”.  

 

Mr. Wrather was among the five prominent business executives in Southern California whom Ronald Reagan 

counted among his close friends when he was running for his first term as President. Mr. Wrather was a 

founding member of the original ''kitchen cabinet'' of Californians who encouraged Mr. Reagan to run for 

Governor of California in 1967, and was a member of the transition committee when Mr. Reagan took office 

BREAKING GROUND AT DISNEY 

DISNEY HOTEL IN THE 1950s 

https://www.traveltothemagic.net/rare-footage-1956-grand-opening-disneyland-hotel/
https://www.traveltothemagic.net/rare-footage-1956-grand-opening-disneyland-hotel/
https://www.traveltothemagic.net/rare-footage-1956-grand-opening-disneyland-hotel/
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For those of you who still have to renew your membership, why not take 2 minutes 
and do it now - You don’t want to miss any of our upcoming events or our 

informative Newsletters. 

http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/membership.html 

Help us stay informed - If you change your email address, phone number or 
physical address let us know. Go here to send us updates  

http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/contactus.html  

as President in 1981. 

 

Bonita Granville, the child star of the 1930's who married Mr. Wrather in 1947, introduced him to Mr. 

Reagan. Miss Granville starred with Mr. Reagan in one of her 55 movies, Angels Wash Their Faces. She 

sought support for Mr. Reagan among Republican women's groups when Mr. Reagan was campaigning for his 

first term as President. 

 

Wrather is known as the man that "sued the mask off the Lone Ranger". When a new theatrical movie version 

of the Lone Ranger was being produced during the late 1970s, Wrather obtained a court order requiring 

Clayton Moore to quit making public appearances as the Lone Ranger. This resulted in a great deal of 

negative publicity and The Legend of the Lone Ranger released in 1981 was not well received. After 

Wrather’s death his wife, Bonita, gave permission for Clayton Moore to resume making public appearances in 

costume. 

 

Wrather died of cancer on November 12, 1984 (66)  at St. John's Hospital in Santa Monica, California.  His 

funeral was held at the Roman Catholic Church of the Good Shepherd in Beverly Hills and he was buried at 

the Holy Cross Cemetery, in Culver City, California. 

 

Disney finally acquired the Disneyland Hotel in 1987, when it purchased half share ownership in the Wrather 

Corporation and the other half in 1988. Disney has retained the hotel but sold off most of the other assets.  

 

Most of the popular Wrather franchises are now owned by DreamWorks Classics. Various documents related 

to Wrather, Bonita Granville, and the Wrather company are archived at Loyola Marymount University as part 

of its Center for the Study of Los Angeles collection. 

 

Jack Wrather led an exciting and adventurous life.  He had quite an impact on many and will be remembered 

for that. 

  

http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/membership.html
http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/contactus.html
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Character Overview of Season One / Episode Seven 

“Pete and Pedro” 
October 27, 1949  

 
Bad guy in this episode is Jeff Grant.  He wants the land of Ellen Carter, to 
supposedly place a stagecoach line.  She tried to work with Grant for a right 
of way, but Grant wants all the land.  With only the help of her loyal 
foreman, Bill Morgan, Ellen fights to keep the land.  Grant or his men run 
off any help that Ellen was able to hire.  The Lone Ranger and Tonto arrive 
at the Carter Ranch and the Lone Ranger is able to persuade Pete Lacy and 
Pedro Martinez to work for the attractive ranch owner, Ellen Carter.  Can 
Pete and Pedro save the day? Is there another reason Grant wants the land?  
Slip the DVD in and see. 

TLRFC  

PETE AND PEDRO 
 

AIRED - OCTOBER 27, 1949 
 

 
 

By:  Steve White 
TLRFC Member # 346 

 
Rufe Davis played the role of Pete Lacy.  He had a 
good career, appearing in over 30 films between 1937-
1969.  He is more than likely remembered for his role 
as Floyd Smoot, the railroad conductor on Petticoat 
Junction and occasionally on Green Acres.  Between  
1940-1942 he appeared in 14 of the popular B-
Westerns, known as The 3 Mesquiteers movies.  He 
appeared with Robert Livingston of the Lone Ranger 
serials in some of the Mesquiteer movies.  Several of 
the Mesquiteer movies starred Bob Steele and Tom 
Tyler who were Western stars at that time.  While in 
New York City in the 1930s, he was helpful to The 

Andrews Sisters at the start of their career, loaning them money and helping them obtain bookings.  He was 
born Rufus Davidson in Vinson, Oklahoma in 1908 and passed in 1974 at 66. 
 
Don Diamond played the role of Pedro Martinez.  Diamond was born in Brooklyn.  He attended the 
University of Michigan, where he studied drama and graduated in 1942. He enlisted in the United States 
Army Air Corps and when discharged in 1946, he was a First Lieutenant.   His most famous role was that of 
Crazy Cat on the mid 60s F-Troop. He started out in radio where he found he had a knack for picking up 

Clayton Moore, Rufe Davis and Don Diamond  
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BE SURE TO WATCH BE SURE TO WATCH BE SURE TO WATCH    
THE LONE RANGER WATCH PARTY THE LONE RANGER WATCH PARTY THE LONE RANGER WATCH PARTY    

PRODUCED BY PRODUCED BY PRODUCED BY STEVE ROSINSKI STEVE ROSINSKI STEVE ROSINSKI ---   MEMMEMMEMBER #BER #BER #   496496496   
FRIDAY NIGHTS BEGINNING AT 8 P.M.  (Eastern Time)FRIDAY NIGHTS BEGINNING AT 8 P.M.  (Eastern Time)FRIDAY NIGHTS BEGINNING AT 8 P.M.  (Eastern Time)   

 

On Friday nights at 8pm on our Facebook Page we are showing, in order, 
three Lone Ranger episodes out of the 221 episodes that were on television.  
In addition to TLR we will include one “guest” western episode.   

Members can also comment during the LR Watch Party with other members.  
It’s a great way for a fun evening, connecting with other 
members, without ever leaving your home. 

Here is the link to our Facebook page. Hope to see you there. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/197726660344343  

dialects, especially Spanish. He became so proficient in it that many believed he was 
actually Spanish or Mexican, when in reality his family came from Russia in 1906. 
Diamond also played a corporal on the great Disney TV series Zorro.  He was born 
Donald Alan Diamond in 1921 and passed in June 2011 at 90. 
 
Sheila Ryan played Ellen Carter.  She was born Katherine Elizabeth McLaughlin in 
1921 and passed in 1975. She married Pat Buttram in 1952 and they were together until 
her death.  Ryan appeared in over 60 films, including two Laurel and Hardy movies 
and several Charlie Chan mysteries.  She also co-starred in several of Gene Autry’s 
pictures as well as Roy Rogers’ Song of Texas.  She will appear in another Lone 
Ranger episode in 1950. 
 
John Parrish played Jeff Grant.  Parrish was born in New York in 1896 and passed in 1988. He was known for  
The Ten Commandments (1956). 
 
William F. Leicester (credited as Bill Lester) played the loyal foreman, Bill Morgan.  (1915-1969). He was an 
actor and writer, known for Gunsmoke (1955), Tells of Wells Fargo (1957), and The Last Man on Earth 
(1964). 
 
Fred Graham played Red. (1908-1979). He was a semi-pro baseball player, an actor and a stuntman.  He had a 

great career, several movies with John Wayne, though some were uncredited roles, he appeared in Fort 

Apache, She Wore A Yellow Ribbon, The Fighting Kentuckian, The Conqueror, Rio Bravo, The Horse Soldiers 

and The Alamo.  He also appeared in Vertigo, Rear Window and one covered not so long ago in the Silver 

Bullet, Backlash with Richard Widmark. 

Sheila Ryan  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/197726660344343/
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FROM THE EDITOR 

By:  Annie Little 
TLRFC Member # 606 

  
It recently came to my attention that one of our members had a wonderful 75th birthday 

party!  And, although his birthday was celebrated in July, I thought it so unique that I had to 

include it in this issue.  Jimmy Junkins TLRFC Member # 238 had a party put together by his wife, Leah.  It 

looked like a party that any of our members would love to have.  He sent a few picture that I’ll share with you 

now.  It included Hi Ho invitation; Lone Ranger cake, napkins, toys, lunch box and more! It looked like great 

fun.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This got me to thinking that so many of us believe we’re too old to have fun and that themed birthday parties 

should be limited to children.  Why should that be?  I don't know about you, but I’ve never really grown up.  

True, I’ve gotten older, but I’m proud to say that I’ve never grown up.  I still like having fun and yes, 

sometimes I do goofy things on purpose!  Researchers studying the process of aging know that laughter 

improves blood circulation. Laughing is good for you!  It improves mood and both physical and emotional 

health.  Laughter can actually boost the immune system, increasing the number of antibodies.  Therefore, 

people who laugh often are less likely to get coughs and colds.  In addition, laughter has also been found to 

lower the levels of at least four hormones that are associated with stress.  So, if you laugh often, you will feel 

far less tense and anxious. 

And, if that wasn’t enough, Laughter makes you look young!  Did you know that laughing requires you to 
squeeze 15 facial muscles in order to make a smile?  Now, why is this important?  It’s important because 
laughing actually helps increase the blood flow around the face, making you look and feel younger.  Now, I’m 
all for that! 

The power of humor is that it gives us a more lighthearted perspective.  Laughing at our mistakes makes us 
emotionally detached, takes away stress and keeps us in a good mood.  Who wouldn’t want that? 

So, Jim, happy belated birthday and thank you for sharing your pictures of such a wonderful event.  It made me 
smile - and by the way - it made me look younger.  Thanks. 

Talk to you all soon.  Take care and God Bless!  Happy Spring.   

ANNIE LITTLE 
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FOR MEMBERS ONLY CONTEST!!! 

  

Our newest contest is an easy one.  Just color the picture on the 
next page and send it back to us.  The individual who wins our 
coloring contest will be awarded a Chrome Silver Bullet, and 
honorable mention in our next issue of the Silver Bullet as well 
as on TLRFC Facebook page. 

This wonderful picture was drawn by our very own Atholl Buchan LRFC member # 653.  You 
may remember that we did a short write-up on Atholl in our June 2018 issue.  Atholl is an 
artist from Scotland and we thank him for sharing his talents with us. 

Now, of course, there are some rules: 

1. All entries must be received no later than 30 days after the issue date of the 
Newsletter (in this case, no later than April 1). 

2. You must be a member in good standing to participate.  And,  

3. Along with your submission, you will need to submit your name; physical address; 
email address; phone number; and Membership number.  Please note that only 
your email address and membership number will be made public.  The other 
information that you provide is for verification purposes only to allow us to 
properly mail the Chrome Silver Bullet prize to you arriving via USPS. 

4. Please one entry per person.  Should this contest continue, winners will be limited 
to participating one time per year.   

5. The picture(s) drawn by Atholl Buchan is for the exclusive use of The Lone 
Ranger Fan Club and may not be duplicate or used for any purpose other than its 
aforementioned use. 

Once a winner has been chosen, we will contact the individual to advise him/her of the win 
and ask that they either email or mail via USPS a photo of themselves for inclusion in our 
next issue of the Silver Bullet and our TLRFC Facebook page.  Please note, that no photo will 
be returned.  

All colorings should be sent to: 

Annie Little 
9 State Park Road 

Blairstown, NJ 07825 
 

So get out those crayons, paints, markers or any art medium of your choice.  The only 
requirement we have is to have fun.  We look forward to receiving your masterpiece.  Enjoy! 

TLRFC 
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John R. Hughes – Texas Ranger 
 

By: Steve White 
TLRFC MEMBER # 356  

 
Below is some fascinating information on a real Texas Ranger, John R. Hughes that many of 
our TLRFC members may already know.  It has been suggested that he was the inspiration for 
The Lone Ranger.  The “evidence” definitely supports this claim. Great western novelist, Zane Grey wrote The 
Lone Star Ranger in 1915 and it was dedicated to John R. Hughes.  It is very likely that Fran Striker and/or 
George Trendle were aware of that successful book, maybe had a copy on a book shelf and that it possibly 
ignited a flame that eventually helped form the great radio program, The Lone Ranger.  It is reported that 
Hughes also told relatives that he believed he was the inspiration for The Lone Ranger. In his real life 
adventures, there was an ambush of Texas Ranger Captain Frank Jones and then Hughes’ subsequent long hunt 
for the killers support the theory.  Certainly, the ambush by Butch Cavendish and his outlaws would be similar 
in the beginning of The Lone Ranger and then the Lone Ranger’s hunt of Cavendish.  
 
Hughes was born John Reynolds Hughes on February 11, 1855, son to Thomas Hughes and Jennie Bond 
Hughes. Hughes left home at the age of 14 to work on a ranch as a cowboy. He later made his way west into 
Indian Territory, where he became closely associated with the Choctaw and Osage Indians, and later with the 

Comanche, learning much about their cultures and traditions. Following this, Hughes 
worked as a trail driver on the Chisholm Trail. He later purchased a farm in Liberty Hill, 
Texas.  

Joining the Texas Rangers 

 

In May 1886, his neighbor lost several horses to thieves, and Hughes pursued the band, 
killing two of the men in the process, and capturing the remaining thieves in New Mexico 
Territory, returning the horses to his neighbor. The pursuit lasted for several months, and 
brought him to the attention of local Texas Ranger Ira Aten. In July, 1887, Hughes 
accompanied Ranger Aten in the pursuit of murderer Judd Roberts, with Hughes and Aten 

killing Roberts in a gunfight. Recruited by the Rangers, prompted by Aten's recommendation, Hughes signed 
on in 1887 beginning a career that would last until his retirement on January 31, 1915.   He served mainly in 
what was referred to as the "Frontier Battalion", on the Mexico–American border. During that time he gained a 
reputation as a relentless pursuer of outlaws, and in 1890, while in Shafter, Texas, Hughes posed with fellow 
Rangers Bob Speaks, Alonzo "Lon" Oden, and Jim Putnam in one of the most widely circulated Texas Ranger 
photos in history. The photo has been since used in numerous magazines, and on postcards, in addition to 
being placed on T-shirts in the latter 20th century. At the time of the photo, the Rangers, part of "D Company", 
"Frontier Battalion", were assigned to protect a silver mine located in Shafter. Hughes was promoted to 
Captain in 1900, then later to Senior Captain.  

 

Following the 1893 murder of Texas Ranger Captain Frank Jones, Hughes led a company of Rangers in a hunt 
for the killers, most of whom were members of the Olguin family. The bandits were wanted for numerous 
crimes, which had led Captain Jones in pursuit of them. Based on a list of names supplied by early Ranger 
undercover agent Ernest St. Leon, Hughes and his company tracked down 18 suspects in the murder, and 
either killed them all in shootouts or by way of hanging, effectively ending the Olguin family's crime spree. 
These daring exploits of Hughes led to numerous books, including The Lone Star Ranger, and his apparent 
inspiration for the Lone Ranger character.   Hughes had a reputation that preceded him. Even notorious 
outlaws like Jim Miller preferred not to cross his path. The sheriff of Pecos, Texas (Bud) Frazer, had reason to 
believe that Jim Miller and his gang were planning to kill him when he got back to Pecos from a business trip. 
In order to ensure his safety, he asked for the help of John R. Hughes. What happened next is chronicled in 
Leon Claire Metz book, The Shooters. "Nobody in Pecos, of course, wanted to tangle with Hughes, and a few 
minutes after the ranger hit town, Miller was in jail charged with plotting to commit murder." 

 JOHN HUGHES 
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After retirement 

 

Following his retirement, western novelist Zane Grey authored The Lone Star Ranger, dedicated to Hughes 
and his company of Rangers.  A close friend of Hughes named Jack Martin went on to author The Border 
Boss, in 1942 telling of his exploits while with the Rangers.  Author, W.W. Sterling, made Hughes the subject 
of his book, Trails and Trials of a Texas Ranger.  Hughes was also included in the books Encyclopedia of 
Western Gunfighters by Bill O'Neal, and The Law Comes to Texas by Frederick Wilkins. Hughes spent the 
next several years traveling, ranching and prospecting, before settling in Austin, Texas, where he became the 
chairman of the board and largest stockholder for Citizens Industrial Bank.  In 1940 he was selected for the 
Certificate of Valor, a national award that recognized law enforcement officers.  Hughes had never married, 
and by the 1940s was in poor health.  Most of those closest to him had long since died.  He moved in with a 
niece in Austin and on June 3, 1947, he committed suicide at the age of 92.  He is buried in the State Cemetery.  
Hughes is a member of the Texas Rangers Hall of Fame.  

Conclusion 
 
There could be other inspirations leading to Trendle and Striker’s creation 
of The Lone Ranger.  Some feel that Bass Reeves, the first black Deputy 
U.S. Marshal west of the Mississippi River may have been the driving force 
behind The Lone Ranger. His adventures of tracking down and getting his 
man are equally comparable to Hughes’.  There was much more out on 
Hughes, with books being written about his exploits.  Though Hughes or 
Reeves may have inspired the fictional Lone Ranger’s creation, it could be 
the cowboy time itself, the Wild West.  Zorro as a masked hero may have had a bit part to play in the 
influencing TLR. Maybe it was Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show that sparked the imaginative juices of The 
Lone Ranger’s creators. It ended in 1913 with Buffalo Bill appearing elsewhere till 1917. There were scores of 
western silent films with- to name just a few stars: Hoot Gibson, William S. Hart, Tom Mix, Buck Jones, 
Harry Carey, Ken Maynard and Tim McCoy that may have influenced the creation of TLR. Fact is both of the 
real life law men, Hughes and Reeves ended their careers in the early 1900s so their feats were still relatively 
fresh. I personally think it was more likely that John Hughes as a Texas Ranger did the most to inspire the 
ingeniously formed Lone Ranger. No matter who or what, if any did inspire them, I thank Mr. Trendle and Mr. 
Striker for creating The Lone Ranger and Tonto. - -From Clayton Moore’s autobiography, I Was That Masked 
Man: As Western historian Dave Holland correctly points out, The Lone Ranger wasn’t created in one 
explosive moment--- It evolved gradually through the contributions of any number of people. In some ways, the 
character and the legend have never stopped evolving.    
 
Fun facts to end.   Two years ago, in The Silver Bullet article about Robert Livingston, I referred to the great 
state of llinois. The Land of Lincoln was the birthplace of three Lone Rangers, Livingston, Brace Beemer and 
Clayton Moore. Now, Illinois has the distinction of being the birthplace of two of the most famous real Texas 
Rangers.  Ira Aten was born in Cairo, Illinois in 1862 and John Hughes was born in Cambridge, Illinois in 
1855.  By the way, Wyatt Earp was also born in Illinois.  So thank you Illinois for you contribution to the Wild 
West, real and fiction.Thanks- To the Internet where most of this article came from.  To Clayton Moore and 
Frank Thompson for I Was That Masked Man and special thanks to fellow TLRFC member Dr. Jim Vickrey, 
Ph.D.,J.D. 
 
Dr. Vickrey has written a fantastic book, ROY,”ROCKY” & RED RYDER; “HOPPY,” 
DURANGO & MO[O]RE-  Personal Recollections of What They Taught Us on Saturdays, 
Riding Together into the Sunset of the B-Western Movie Era, at “The Strand” & “The Bijou” 
and on Radio & TV.  This book is tremendous. I urge any Lone Ranger or cowboy fan to get a 
copy for your own reading and your own recollections and it is a perfect western reference 
book. 

JOHN HUGHES IS ON THE RIGHT 

JOHN HUGHES IS ON THE RIGHT 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS! 

MARCH   NAME      MEMBER #    FROM 

 1 Clayton J. Guidry 714 LA 

 6 Stephen Zavatski 660 VA 

 8 Bruce Fabrizio 459 NY 

 9 Stanley Kendzierski 574 NJ 

 9 Marilyn J. Longgrear 113 WA 

10 Jacob Alligood 101 NC 

21 Karen Doyle 554 NH 

25 Al Singer 467 NJ 

28 Carl Duling 588 IA 

28 Doug Briggs-Director 110 DE 

29 Pierce Stanton 763 SC 

APRIL   NAME      MEMBER #    FROM 

 4 Harley Casper 659 TX 

 5 Dick Nevela 595 MD 

 6 Jim Mazzuca 489 MD 

 8 Steve White-Director  346 GA 

12 Larry Fromenthal 773 LA 

14 William Huffman 775 IL 

15 Kenneth Herbenar 510 CA 

19 Jimmy Jablonski 760 MI 

20 Ted Nichols 743 NC 

23 Jeffrey Eilender 712 NJ 
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APRIL   NAME      MEMBER #    FROM 

24 Dean Svela 519 MN 

24  Dan Morano 723 WA 

25  Don Ellis 476 AL 

26 Sam Latragna 704 MO 

26 Randy Beavers 699 NE 

MAY    NAME      MEMBER #    FROM 

 3 Rick Russ 520 MI 

 3 Troy Casey 112 GA 

 4 Dorothy Cavallaro 573 OH 

 6 Pamela Bruce 667 NC 

 7 Fred Ludwig 133 CA 

 9 Garry Cherricks, President  001 MD 

11 Robert Atwater 779 AZ 

11 George Venegoni 703 MO 

14 Eileen Roys 132 MD 

14 Chris McCallum  20 TX 

16 John Axe 513 IL 

16  Richard Dalton 770 PA 

17  John Kelley 279 NY 

17 Robert Senn 728 VT 

17 Ranette Dieck 280 MI 

19 Steven Jorgenson 291 CA 

19 Brandon Contini 675 OH 

21  Bob Warshawsky 563 NY 

21 Michael Trotochaud 121 VA 

23 John Contini-Director 655 OH 

25 William Sipe 219 PA 

26 Randy Butterfield 470 UT 

28 Steve Rosinski-Watch Party 496 NV 

30 Monty Mahaffey 679 IL 

30 Chris Purse 725 KS 

31  Elizabeth Mortimer-Director 107 ENGLAND 

Happy birthday to all our members! Have a great day!Happy birthday to all our members! Have a great day!Happy birthday to all our members! Have a great day!   
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We recommend and endorse Nutramax as a daily supplement for better 
health for you and your pets.  Helps reduce joint pain and stop the enzymes 
in the joints that breakdown cartilage.   

Click on the boxes below for more information. 

Editor’s Note:  You can get your own complete set of The Lone 
Ranger TV Episodes!  It’s a Lone Ranger Fan Club exclusive and a 
must have for every Lone Ranger enthusiast.  Available for shipment 
world-wide.  Just clink here to see the great deal that LRFC members 

will receive: It makes a great Christmas gift too! 

http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/dvdsbooks.html 

Tonto’s Tales 

 

"Happiness not "Happiness not 

something you postpone something you postpone 

for future; it something for future; it something 

you design for the you design for the 

present”present”  

http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/dvdsbooks.html
http://media.nutramaxlabs.com/player/?file=Dr-Bob-Solving-Problems.flv
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/your-health
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/cat
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/dog
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/horse
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 TLRFC State Directors 

California - Steven Kirk # 668 Steve@Stevenkirk.com  

Colorado - Bo Shaffer #243 bo@icinstitute.us  

Connecticut - Lou Servideo # 254 louservideo@gmail.com  

Delaware - Doug Briggs #110 drbriggs@gmail.com  

Georgia - Steve White #346 swloneranger56@gmail.com  

Indiana - Randy Johnson #208 rjohns65@sbcglobal.net  

Ohio - John Contini #656 tonicontini1905@gmail.com  

Tennessee  - Tim Simpson #598 timsimpson2008@gmail.com   

Europe - Elizabeth Mortimer # 107 46elamor@talktalk.net 

National State Director - Joe Little #736 joelittlelrfc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

THE LONE RANGER FAN CLUB 

 

The Silver Bullet is published four times a year (March, June, September, December) for the Fan Club Website since 2011 by Circle C 
Enterprise, a non-profit organization based in Salisbury, Maryland and is owned by Garry Cherricks.   

  

TLRFC was established and published by Terry and Kay Klepey from 1988 to 2002.  In 2002 it was published by Joe and Sandy South-
ern until 2011.  During this time from 1988 to 2010 it was postal mailed to the membership.  

  

The Lone Ranger and Tonto and all related characters and materials are Trade Mark and Copyright of Classic Media, Inc., in New 
York, NY. This Fan club is in no way connected with Classic Media.  

  

The Silver Bullet is a fan publication of the official International Lone Ranger Fan Club website expressly for Lone Ranger enthusiasts 
and collectors.   Deadline for submissions of letters, articles for printing and advertising is one month prior to the month of publication 
on the website.  

Disclaimer from The Lone Ranger Fan Club:  

Please note that no part of this publication may be disseminated, copied, 

or shared through public media avenues without the expressed consent 

from The Lone Ranger Fan Club.  Many items are exclusively provided 

here to our members for your enjoyment and information.  

Members may forfeit their membership for doing so.  Thank you.  

mailto:Steve@Stevenkirk.com
mailto:bo@icinstitute.us
mailto:louservideo@gmail.com
mailto:drbriggs@gmail.com
mailto:swloneranger56@gmail.com
mailto:rjohns65@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tonicontini1905@gmail.com
mailto:timsimpson2008@gmail.com
mailto:46elamor@talktalk.net
mailto:joelittlelrfc@gmail.com
http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/

