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Exclusive One to One with Ms. Beverly Washburn 

Lila Kilgore from the 1956 Film, The Lone Ranger - By Greg Champy 

1. How old were you during the filming and where were 

the locations of your scenes? 

A: I was actually twelve  when we began filming, how-

ever I was playing the role of a ten year old. When I got 

the call from my agent that I had landed the role, I was 

so excited as I had always been a Lone Ranger fan! 

We shot some of the scenes at  Warner Bros. studios, 

however most of the filming was done on location in 

Kanab, Utah. 

I'm sure many of you are familiar with "Best Friends 

Animal Sanctuary".  It's a wonderful spiritual place 

which is a no-kill sanctuary.  They have rescued thou-

sand of homeless pets and have been instrumental  in 

rescuing and placing animals after disasters such as 

Hurricane Katrina, 911, etc. 

I am a huge animal lover and "Best Friends" is one of 

the many animal foundations that I support. Little did I 

know back then that this location where Best Friends 

is now, is the very place we filmed  The Lone Ranger! 

2. Did you enjoy acting with the other actors and actresses? How were Mr. Moore and Mr. Silverheels to 

work with? 

A: I've always enjoyed working with other actors, although I must say that as a child, I wasn't totally aware 

of just how famous some of them were! It wasn't until I became an adult and looked back over my career 

that I realized  just how blessed I was to have worked with  so many wonderful and amazing people such 

as Bing Crosby, Jack Benny, Loretta Young, Lou Costello, George Reeves, and Kirk Douglas, just to name 

a few. I was also directed by Frank Capra, George Stevens and Cecil B. DeMille, but as a child, you just 

don't have the same concept as to just how famous they are.  

I now treasure those memories more than ever, because I honestly didn't understand just exactly who 

they were at the time. 

I also loved working with Clayton Moore and Jay Silverheels. They both were so nice to me and I loved 

every minute of working with them. Of course at the time, I thought they were REALLY  The Lone Ranger 

and Tonto! 
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3. Were you actually crying in the scene with the Indian children in the circle teasing you? 

A: Yes, I was really crying as the Indian children were circling me and teasing me in the scene. It wasn't 

because they were hurting me, but rather that for some reason, it seems that most of the roles I played, I 

almost always had to cry, and for some reason, that always came easy to me. I would simply pretend that 

I was really the person I was portraying and whatever the reason I would be crying for, simply brought on 

the tears. 

4. At the time, how did you feel about The Lone Ranger fighting for your character's freedom from the In-

dians? 

A: I was thrilled at the time to think  it was  indeed "The Lone Ranger" who was coming to my rescue! 

5.In the Lone Ranger film, did you enjoy riding the little pony around by the fountain? Had you ridden a 

horse before that? 

A: In the scene where I am riding the pony, I have to tell you that in fact it was not ME! 

It's me where they first put me on the pony, but as you see "me" riding off, it was a little person dressed 

up like me and wearing a wig to look like me. I so wanted to ride the pony, but because of studio insur-

ance reasons, I was not allowed! I was sad about that, but studio regulations wouldn't allow for me to ride 

the pony just in case I would fall off or there were any problems, so I am sad to say I didn't get a chance  

to ride the pony, even though I would have loved that. 

Pictures sent to me by Ms. Washburn for inclusion in this article: 

Above: Beverly in the Indian Camp scene. Right:: Lobby Card (1956) 
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6. Where, in your entire career, does the Lone Ranger film rank? 

A: I have been blessed to have worked on many films with  many people, and of course I've loved them 

all, but  being a part of The Lone Ranger would most certainly be  in my top 5. 

7. How do you feel about being associated with the Lone Ranger and his legacy? 

A: I will forever be grateful for having been a part of the Lone Ranger and his legacy, and it will be a mem-

ory that I will always hold close in my heart. 

8. Were you approached for any other acting roles in the newer Lone Ranger films? 

A: No, I can't say that I was approached for any other acting roles in the newer Lone Ranger films, al-

though that would have been nice. 

9. Did you retain any mementos from the film, "The Lone Ranger"? 

A: Typically, when you work on a film, you aren't allowed to keep any  of the wardrobe as it all goes back 

to the studio, so I wasn't able to do that, however I do have an autograph from both Clayton Moore and 

Jay Silverheels, as well as my wardrobe  stills  and one of the  silver bullets  that was given to me by the 

prop department.  One thing that I will always have as well, is my fond memory of being part of the mak-

ing of this film, and for that, I am truly honored and grateful. 

10. What are some of your fondest memories from the filming of "The Lone Ranger"? 

A: I have so many fond memories, starting with the day I  was called to audition for this role which I so 

hoped for since I was already a fan of The Lone Ranger. Then actually being cast in it was a thrill for me. 

Working on the film was a wonderful experience and everyone treated me so well. Being in Kanab which 

is so beautiful, peaceful and spiritual and is surrounded by beautiful mountains  which were breathtak-

ing, was a dream come true.   One memory that I will never forget and which still makes me laugh  was 

the one Saturday that we all had a day off and so the cast and crew all decided to go to the pool and 

swim and relax. Clayton Moore was there too and lounging on his chair , when a fan recognized him and 

asked him if she could pose for a picture with him. At the time, it was in his contract that he was not al-

lowed to be photographed without his famous mask, so he quickly jumped up, grabbed his mask and 

then posed with her.  Looking  at this handsome man standing there with just his bathing trunks and a 

mask was such a funny site to see! 

Yes, I have many fond memories of my experience, and the older I get, the more I treasure them . They 

will forever remain in my heart. 

Many thanks to Ms. Washburn for her contributions and help with this article.  For more information on 

Ms. Washburn, she has two autobiographical books available.  Just click below: 

Reel Tears:  The Beverly Washburn Story 

Reel Tears:  The Beverly Washburn Story - Take Two 

http://www.amazon.com/Reel-Tears-Beverly-Washburn-Story/dp/1593933487/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_y
http://www.amazon.com/Reel-Tears-Beverly-Washburn-Story/dp/1593934327/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_y
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“You Don’t Take the Mask off the Lone Ranger and you don’t mess around with Clay” 

Clayton Moore Sunglasses Commercial 

by:  Steve White/LRFC #346  

Mr. Tom Clay had the terrific role of playing the Doorman in the TV Commercial of 

1980/1981 featuring Clayton Moore.  This article is about the commercial and is from a 

phone interview with Tom Clay, conducted in August 2015. 

Many of our LRFC Members may know some of the facts that figured into the making of 

the commercial; but for a better understanding of the why behind the commercial, the arti-

cle must open with a similar type of Paul Harvey‟s rest of the story and present some of 

those facts, because it is important to refresh our memories or thoughts to that time in 

history. That time starting in 1975.The Lone Ranger, aka Clayton Moore portrayed with 

great honor and devotion the Lone Ranger at appearances all over the United States.  He 

was dedicated to the Lone Ranger Creed and was as close to being the real thing as any-

one could or will ever become. When the Wrather Corporation, which owned the rights to 

the Lone Ranger at that time, was behind producing the Legend of the Lone Ranger 

movie, they requested that  Clayton Moore stop appearing as the Lone Ranger. They took 

legal action, and on August 30, 1979 the court decision was made to stop Clayton from 

wearing the mask and appearing as the Lone Ranger. It is at this time that Clayton Moore 

looked for an alternative. He wrote in his autobiography, I was that Masked Man that he 

walked by a ski shop in Encino, California and saw the large wrap around ski sunglasses.  

He went in and bought 3 or 4 pair and started wearing them as a “substitute” for the 

mask. 

It was a sad circumstance for Clayton to have to have been put in; but fortunate timing for 

a company most have heard of and that is Corning.  They continue to be one of the world‟s 

leading innovators in materials science. This is from their Website, “For more than 160 

years, Corning has applied it‟s unparalleled expertise in specialty glass, ceramics, and op-

tical physics to develop products and processes that have created new industries and 

transformed people‟s lives.”  So in 1980, Corning was only 125 years old; but was still 

transforming people‟s lives.  Corning, who is the company that developed transition 

glasses, had invented the Sun Sensor Lenses Sunglasses. Corning endorsed Clayton 

Moore during this time, a stroke of genius by them and their staff. True, that it was about 

two decades since the Lone Ranger galloped regularly on our TV screens or on the big 

screens at theaters; but as mentioned before, Clayton Moore was an active ambassador 

for that great character and just about every cowboy and many cowgirls around during the 

1950s knew of and loved the Lone Ranger. So those that were around a mere 20 years 

later were young adults and still loved the Lone Ranger and especially Clayton Moore‟s 
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connection with the character.   Clayton had been in the papers and on the news, he wrote 

in his autobiography that during that period he was fighting to keep the mask, that he ap-

peared on 250 talk shows and was therefore again in the public‟s eye.  His fans hated 

what was happening to him. Corning‟s advertising company knew this and the commercial 

was off and running. 

The commercial was filmed in April of 1980, featuring Clayton Moore with Tom Clay, as the 

Doorman. It opens with a male voice, “he played the world‟s most famous Masked Man, 

then the courts took his mask away. How did this resourceful hero of yesteryear hide his 

identity”?    You may have guessed; but you will need to go to the internet and if you type in 

– Clayton Moore Sunglasses Commercial, you will be able to see and hear what our hero 

has to say, as well as the lines of Tom Clay. 

The commercial was filmed at Universal Studios in Hollywood.  The portion featuring Clay-

ton Moore with Tom Clay was filmed at the circular driveway of the Universal Hotel and was 

completed in only one day.  The end of the commercial with our hero driving off was filmed 

outside the city, Tom thinks possibly near Lancaster, California with a desert scene for him 

to ride off in. The car, (“Silver”) that Clayton drove was a 1956 white Thunderbird converti-

ble. As the Lone Ranger is preparing to “ride” off in Silver, he gives Tom‟s character a silver 

dollar. Tom asked one of the production staff if he could keep the silver dollar and his wish 

was granted; however during the course of many years he lost track of it. 

When Clayton arrived for the filming he was wearing a cowboy hat and western suit, but he 

was not yet the Lone Ranger.  Tom shared one fun story about the filming.  He said that 

the production headquarters for this commercial was in the Universal Hotel. They had a 

suite on the top floor.  The crew met there, wardrobe was in that suite and all the actors 

changed into costume and went over material there, he said that maybe 15 or so people, 

including production folks and behind the scene employees were gathered in the room. 

Clayton‟s personal manager got them together and asked them to leave the room.  Tom 

said that all these folks were ushered out into the hallway as Clayton changed and became 

the Lone Ranger.  Always true to the secret identity of the character. Tom said that Joe 

Sedelmaier was the man behind this Corning commercial. That name may not ring a bell to 

most; but for a reference of his popularity at that time and a correlation that many of us 

remember well, he was the Director of such successful ads as the fast talking FedEx man 

and almost anyone that had a TV in the 80s will always remember, “Where‟s the Beef”?.   

He was the Director of that series of very popular Wendy‟s commercials.   (Continued…) 



T H E  S I L V E R  B U L L E T  Page 8 

So the Corning/Lone Ranger commercial, had probably the best TV ad man at that time; 

possibly of all time.  It was a perfect pitch for that time in history and perfect for Corning 

Sun Sensor Transition Lenses.  

Tom said that he spent most of that day with Clayton and that he was really a wonderful 

guy. It was the only time Tom Clay worked with Clayton Moore; but he remained in the en-

tertainment industry for several years, appearing in other TV ads, such as for Valvoline. He 

also operated a limousine service in the Hollywood area, before moving back home to 

Pennsylvania, where he lives today, near Philadelphia.  Tom is a disabled Vietnam Veteran. 

Many thanks to Tom for sharing so much about this TV Commercial experience and for his 

service to our country.  

Epilog:   It was on September 20, 1984 that Jack Wrather dropped the case and once 

again, Clayton Moore could wear the mask and appear as the Lone Ranger, something we 

all know he was the entire time, mask or not.   SW 

You can view the commercial here: 

Clayton Moore Sun Sensor TV Commercial 

Steve White - TLRFC #346 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xKS7IJeNbMo
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The Bond of Brothers:  Tokens of Friendship Between The Lone Ranger & Tonto  

For Native Americans, two arrows that cross at 

the center are used as a symbol of the bringing 

together two clans or two people. In essence, 

these two arrows represent friendship.  

This amulet used in “The Legend of the 

Lone Ranger” in 1981 seems to be an 

augmented version of a medicine 

wheel of protection.  It‟s true meaning 

is unclear. 

1949 

1981 
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Fran Striker – The End of the Trail - By Greg Champy 

Francis Hamilton Striker (August 19, 1903 – September 4, 1962) 

Much is known about Fran Striker and his days as a writer for 

radio and television, but I had a hard time discovering facts 

about his life after this tenure.  In the latter part of the decade of 

the 1950‟s, Mr. Striker„s involvement with radio and television 

had all but vanished.  He began to share his gift with others.  In 

the early 1960‟s, he taught a writing course for the Buffalo area 

YWCA and had accepted a position to teach a creative writing 

course at the University of Buffalo.  He was, also, involved with 

the university‟s Creative Problem Solving Institute. 

The Striker family, then, resided in Arcade, NY at 351 W. Main St 

(42°32'04.66" N, 78°25'37.26" W).  In order to be closer to the 

university, they had purchased a house at 2360 Kensington Ave-

nue (42°57'19.37" N  78°46'24.61" W) in Buffalo and were in 

the process of moving when tragedy occurred.  Janet and her 

daughter had decided to precede the moving van to the Buffalo home and left Arcade earlier in the day 

on September 4, 1962.  Mr. Striker was tying up some odds and ends and remained to lock the Arcade 

home before going to the Buffalo home.  At 2:06 pm on that September day during his journey, Mr. Fran 

Striker was involved in a head-on collision which took his life at 59 years old.  The accident occurred 300 

feet north of Billington Road at a construction area (42°47'14.10" N  78°39'00.01" W).  This marked the 

silencing of the typewriter of Fran Striker, Sr. 

Fran Striker, Jr. continued to keep his father‟s legacy alive with appearances and interviews until his 

death on November 7, 2013 at the age of 76.                                                                            

Striker Home in Arcade, New York 

351 W. Main St  

Striker Home in Buffalo, New York 

2360 Kensington Avenue  
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Fran Striker, Jr. perpetuating his father‟s legacy. 

Fran Striker Accident Scene and Location 

Fran Striker Gravesite 

Arcade Rural Cemetery - Arcade, New York 

Click Below to Download 

THE LONE RANGER RIDES 

By 

FRAN STRIKER 

In PDF format 

https://www.internetarchive.org/download/TheLoneRangerRides/lone_ranger_rides.pdf
https://www.internetarchive.org/download/TheLoneRangerRides/lone_ranger_rides.pdf
https://www.internetarchive.org/download/TheLoneRangerRides/lone_ranger_rides.pdf
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A sweet Lesson in Humanity: 

Years ago, a 10 year old boy approached the counter of a soda shop and 

climbed up on to a stool. "What does an ice cream sundae cost?" he asked 

the waitress. “Fifty cents," she answered. The youngster reached deep in his 

pockets and pulled out an assortment of change, counting it  carefully as the 

waitress grew impatient. She had "bigger" customers to wait on. "Well, how 

much would just plain ice cream be?" the boy asked. The waitress responded 

with noticeable irritation in her voice, "Thirty-five cents." Again the boy slowly 

counted his money. "May I have some plain ice cream in a dish then, 

please?" He gave the waitress the correct amount, and she brought him the 

ice cream. Later, the waitress returned to clear the boy's dish and when she 

picked it up, she felt a lump in her throat. There on the counter the boy had 

left two nickels and five pennies. She realized that he had had enough 

money for the sundae, but sacrificed it so that he could leave her a tip. 

The Moral: Before passing judgment, first treat others with courtesy, dignity 

and respect. 

Disclaimer from The Lone Ranger Fan Club: 

Please note that no part of this publication may be disseminated, cop-

ied, or shared through public media avenues without the expressed 

consent from The Lone Ranger Fan Club.  Many items are exclusively 

provided here to our members for your enjoyment and information. 

Members may forfeit their membership for doing so.  Thank you. 



We recommend and endorse Nutramax as a daily supplement for better health for you and your pets. 

Helps reduce joint pain and stop the enzymes in the joints that breakdown cartilage. 

Click on the boxes below for more information  
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               Adios from…….. 

The Lone Ranger Fan Club        The Lone Ranger TV       

The Silver Bullet is published four times a year (March, June, September, December) for the Fan Club 

Website since 2011 by Circle C Enterprise, a non-profit organization based in Salisbury, Maryland and 

is owned by Garry Cherricks.  

 

TLRFC was established and published by Terry and Kay Klepey from 1988 to 2002.  

In 2002 it was published by Joe and Sandy Southern until 2011.  

During this time from 1988 to 2010 it was postal mailed to the membership. 

 

The Lone Ranger and Tonto and all related characters and materials are Trade Mark and Copyright of 

Classic Media, Inc., in New York, NY. This Fan club is in no way connected with Classic Media. 

 

The Silver Bullet is a fan publication of the official International Lone Ranger Fan Club website ex-

pressly for Lone Ranger enthusiasts and collectors. 

  

Deadline for submissions of letters, articles for printing and advertising is one month prior to the 

month of publication on the website. 

             Hi-Yo Silver Awaaay!!! 

http://media.nutramaxlabs.com/player/?file=Dr-Bob-Solving-Problems.flv
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/your-health
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/cat
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/dog
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/horse
http://www.LoneRangerFanClub.com
http://www.theloneranger.tv/

