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The Official International Chronicle for Lone Ranger Fans 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The mysterious masked rider of the plains, the fictional hero who fought for law and justice in the American West, helped form the values of several 
generations of American kids. 
 
Many younger fans are unaware that The Lone Ranger originated on radio. And very few know of the 18 Lone Ranger novels authored by Fran 
Striker. 
 
The development of the Lone Ranger is almost as interesting as his exploits. 
 
Detroit radio station owner George W. Trendle is doubtlessly responsible for the original concept. But writer Fran Striker fleshed out the characters, 
wrote the original scripts, and a majority of the several thousand radio episodes. Striker did not get the credit he deserves for his role in creation of 
The Lone Ranger. 
 
Trendle wanted to use music in the public domain in order to avoid paying royalties, but it was Jim Jewell who selected the William Tell Overture as 
the theme. And Jewell furnished the actors, directed early radio shows, and even wrote some of the early scripts. 
 
Trendle and Striker also created Sgt. Preston of the Yukon and The Green Hornet, whose "real" name was Britt Reid. Some incarnations of The 
Green Hornet have Britt Reid as the son of the Lone Ranger's nephew, Dan Reid, making The Lone Ranger the great-uncle of The Green Hornet. 
 
Recognizing the potential of The Lone Ranger, Trendle incorporated - or "forced Striker and Jewell to sign over" - the rights to the Lone Ranger. 
Trendle retained the talents of Striker and Jewell at minimum compensation. 
 
During the early 1930s, various actors played The Lone Ranger. From May 1933 until his death in an auto accident in 1941, the part was played by 
Earl Graser. Trendle wanted Graser's identity to remain secret and required Graser to restrict his acting to The Lone Ranger. Furthermore, Graser 
had an unatheletic, slightly chubby, build and was not seen as a proper image for The Lone Ranger. 
 
Graser and his wife once found themselves at a Detroit nightclub when a prize was offered to the person who could shout "Hi-Yo, Silver!" most 
nearly like the radio Lone Ranger. Graser, unknown to the general public as the radio Lone Ranger, entered the contest but, incredibly, didn't win. 
 
Upon Graser's death in 1941, Brace Beemer took over the role for the duration of the series ending in 1955. It was Beemer's voice that readers of 
this column remember as the radio Lone Ranger. Yet according to one account, they retained and continued to use Graser's recorded 
Hi-Yo, Silver!" shout.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 John Waelti 

 The Lone Ranger- Loose ends and unfinished business 



 

 

 
In contrast to Graser, Brace Beemer was more than 6 feet tall with an athletic build, and in real life an expert horseman. He made numerous public 
appearances as The Lone Ranger. 
 
Based on radio, television, and novels, the Lone Ranger's last name was "Reid." However, so far as I know, in neither of these media is his first 
name ever specified. In the 1981 movie, "The Legend of The Lone Ranger," his first name is "John." 
 
At least two sources state that the Lone Ranger's first name is "Dan." However, insofar as the son of The Lone Ranger's brother is "Dan Reid" it's 
more logical, and consistent with other scripts, that Dan's father, the Lone Ranger's older brother, is "Dan." 
 
This leaves "John" as the Lone Ranger's name. 
 
In a 2003 TV-movie series pilot, some halfwit gave the Lone Ranger the name "Luke Hartman." Fortunately, that series went unsold, and died an 
ignominious death. Owners of the rights should never allow blatant liberties and deviation from the "real" Lone Ranger. Depending on one's gen-
eration, and the medium by which fans came to know him, we have our various ideas of what the Lone Ranger is like and how he should be por-
trayed. But we are united in that we don't like maverick writers taking liberties with our hero. 
 
The novel, "The Lone Ranger Rides North," published in 1946, details how the Lone Ranger finds his lost nephew, Dan Reid. It's a good account, 
but has some loose ends. A radio episode had the group of ambushed Rangers headed by Cpt. Dan Reid, the future Lone Ranger's older brother. 
In contrast, the novel has the Lone Ranger's brother, Dan, as just one of the rangers ambushed by the Butch Cavendish gang. Cpt. Hargraves, not 
Dan Reid, was the captain who assigned the Rangers to that ill-fated mission. Perhaps a minor inconsistency, but fans notice these things. 
 
Another loose end has Baby Dan's mother, Linda Reid, with a southern accent. She left from Council Bluffs to meet her Texas Ranger husband, 
Dan Reid, at Ft. Laramie, Wyo. If she were from the south, why would she leave from Council Bluffs in the Midwest? And why would she meet her 
husband in Wyoming instead of Texas? Perhaps there is an explanation, but Fran Striker doesn't address it.  
 
Numerous attempts to bring back The Lone Ranger have fallen short. A serious script could dramatize these events and tie up loose ends. Any 
future attempt should remain as consistent as possible with the generally accepted saga of The Lone Ranger. 
 
The 1981 movie, "The Legend of The Lone Ranger," was considered a failure. 
 
Nor do I have much hope for the latest attempt, a Disney film with a quarter-million dollar budget, starring Johnny Depp as Tonto. Nowhere in the 
hype surrounding this film, scheduled for release in May 2013, do I see any reference whatsoever to the radio episodes, to the series of 18 novels, 
or even to Striker whose writing should remain the most authoritative source of "The Real Lone Ranger." 
 
Any Hollywood production should remain true to the spirit of The Lone Ranger. And go easy on special effects and gratuitous violence. There is 
enough drama in the saga of The Lone Ranger for a great movie to rely on a good script and good acting.. 

 
This is the final article of a 5 part article by John  – Hope you didn’t miss any of them. 

- John Waelti's column appears every Friday in the Monroe Times located Wisconsin, USA. He can be reached at jjwaelti1@tds.net. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
              Now available here at TLRFC - the complete 221 Lone Ranger TV episodes on DVD's available for collectors and LRFC members. 

 

           The first of 2,956 episodes of The Lone Ranger aired on the radio for the first time on January 30, 1933 on the 

           Mutual Broadcasting Radio Network. The last radio episode of the Lone Ranger was aired on September 3, 1954 

                      221 Episodes for TV – Sept. 15, 1949 to June 6, 1957 
                        (Randomly listed) 

  The Masked Rider - Never Say Die - Legion of Old Timers - Cannonball McKay - Outlaw Town - 

 Greed for Gold - Jim Tyler's Past - The Lone Ranger Fights On - The Lone Ranger's Triumph War Horse - The Renegades - Finders Keepers -                           

The Man Who Came Back - Man of the House - 

Two Against Two - The Law and Miss Aggie - Dan Reid's Sacrifice - The Tarnished Star - 

The Midnight Rider - Stage to Estacado - Diamond in the Rough - Ex-Marshal - 

Message to Fort Apache - Rendezvous at Whipsaw - Homer with a High Hat - Sheep Thieves - 

The Woman from Omaha - The Perfect Crime - Pete and Pedro - The Tenderfeet - High Heels - 

Six-Gun Legacy - Return of the Convict - Old Joe's Sister - The Red Mark - The Fugitive - 

The Frightened Woman - Six-Gun Sanctuary - Outlaw's Trail - Colorado Gold - The Globe - 

http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/index.html#
http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/dvdsbooks.html


 

 

 The Angel and the Outlaw - The New Neighbor - The Durango Kid - El Toro - The Condemned Man - 

 The Empty Strongbox - Trader Boggs - Bandits in Uniform - The Sheriff's Son - Tumblerock Law - 

 Trouble In Town - Triple Cross - The Wake of War - Best Laid Plans - Indian Charlie - Godless Men - 

 The Devil's Bog - Right to Vote - Sinner by Proxy - A Stage for Mademoiselle - Son by Adoption - 

  Black Gold - The Deserter - Embezzler's Harvest - The Brown Pony - Death in the Forest - 

  Sunstroke Mesa - The Too-Perfect Signature - The Woman in the White Mask - The Swami - 

  Trial by Fire - The Pledge - Treason at Dry Creek - Delayed Action - The Letter of the Law - 

  Two Gold Lockets - Friend in Need - Jeb's Gold Mine - Frame for Two - One Jump Ahead - Lady Killer - 

  The Outcast - The Hooded Men - Outlaw's Son - Outlaw Underground - Desperado at Large - 

  Through The Wall - Trouble at Black Rock - Special Edition - Behind The Law - Paid in Full - 

  Turning Point - The Decision of Chris McKeever - False Accusations - The Old Cowboy - 

  Gunpowder Joe - The Man with Two Faces - Buried Treasure - Adventure at Arbuckle - 

  The Return Trapped - The Sheriff's Wife - The Sheriff of Smoke Tree - Counterfeit Mask - 

  The Ghost of Coyote Canyon - Old Bailey - A Broken Match - Two for Juan Ringo - Texas Draw - 

  Dan Reid's Fight for Life - Tenderfoot - Slim's Boy - The Prince of Buffalo Gap – Canuck - 

  Mission for Tonto - Journey to San Carlos - The Map - The Silent Voice – Backtrail - 

 The Gentleman from Julesberg - Heritage of Treason - Bounty Hunter - Heart of a Cheater - 

  Sheriff's Sale - The School Story - The Quiet Highwayman - The Lost Chalice - The Law Lady - 

  Uncle Ed - Jornada Del Muerto - Breaking Point - Prisoner in Jeopardy - The Quarter-Horse War - 

  Wanted - The Blind Witness - The Whimsical Bandit - The Star Witness - Outlaw's Revenge - 

  Double Jeopardy - Dead Man's Chest - The Squire - Banker's Choice - Mission Bells - Thieves' Money - 

  Masked Deputy - Danger Ahead – Quicksand - The Letter Bride - The Twisted Track - Christmas Story - 

  Trouble at Tylerville - Outlaw Masquerade - The Avenger - A Message from Abe - Six Gun Artist  

  Framed for Murder - One Nation Indivisible - The Cross of Santo Domingo - Enfield Rifle - Code of the Pioneers  

  White Hawk's Decision - Showdown at Sand Creek-Million Dollar Wallpaper - Drink of Water -  

  White Man's Magic - Trouble for Tonto -The Wrong Man - Ghost Town Fury - Ghost Canyon - The Courage of Tonto - 

  Code of Honor -Dead Eye - Gold Fever - Death Trap - Devil's Pass - Damsels in Distress - Outlaw of the Plains - 

  Pay Dirt - Billie the Great - Matter of Courage - Rifles and Renegades - Man Without a Gun - 

  Clover in the Dust - A Harp for Hannah - *Outlaws in Greasepaint - Word of Honor - Mr. Trouble - 

  The Telltale Bullet - Hot Spell in Panamint - Mrs. Banker - Ranger in Danger - 

  The Return of Don Pedro O'Sullivan - Stage to Tishomingo - The Sheriff of Gunstock - Bait Gold - 

  Barnaby Boggs, Esq. - Lone Ranger - Desert Adventure - Hidden Fortune - The Rustlers' Hideout - 

 Gold Town - The Return - The Banker's Son - Pardon for Curly - Eye for an Eye - The Beeler Gang - 

 Bullets for Ballots - The Black Hat - Spanish Gold - Troubled Waters - Gold Train - 

 Sawtelle Saga's End - The Black Widow - Crime in Time - Bad Medicine - Death Goes to Press - 

 The Return of Dice Dawson - Counterfeit Redskins - The Wooden Rifle - No Handicap - 

 Trigger Finger - Gold Freight 

  * The last episode that aired June 6th, 1957 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

                     

 

 

  Message:: Hi Tex, 
My wife and I went to see the new Lone Ranger movie. I didn\\\'t really like it because it was more of a comedy and didn\\\'t follow 
the original storyline. I think it was okay but could have been better. Thanks fr this wonderful club and for what you do. Cliff 

Message:: Just passing along the view from my saddle. When will Hollywood learn that revisionist thinking does not cut it! They 
discounted the original premise of the Lone Ranger, made a movie in their manner, and the movie is horrible!! It's a disgrace! And 
the truly sad part is that the new gerneration will view the original, with all it's solid, good values, and honesty to our Native Ameri-
cans as decent people, as being something that they do not want to see and understand because of the image from this latest 
movie.  
Just my opinion. 
 
George B. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

         I thought you would be interested in this: Johnny Depp's Tonto tanks: Is 'Lone Ranger' one flop too many for the star?  While 

this does not suprise me at all it makes me wonder if there is going to be a future for "Our Hero" and what the future holds for the 

"Masked Man".It really makes me sad to see an American Legend be destroyed. I grew up with The Lone Ranger on radio, TV mov-

ies, comics, collectibles, etc. Disney tried to recoup the money they had to pay Jack Wrather to buy their Disneyland Hotel and they 

fell flat on their faces with this one.. I did not and will not see this movie. It is probably worse than the 1980 Legend of TLR, flop.It 

makes me wonder about the Roy Rogers Movie that Roy "Dusty" Rogers is about to make. Are the Westerns we "purists" love gone 

forever??? Time will tell but at my age I am running out of time...Jim Hollaert,LRFC #338 

Message:: I'd like to provide my critique of the new Lone Ranger movie. Here's hoping this message box allows me enough space. : 
My wife and I were a little concerned when we heard so much critical damnation of the movie...but we are both Lone Ranger fans, 
and were still excited about seeing the latest reincarnation. 
 
Wow! We were absolutely blown away. It was so much better than even what we'd hoped, let alone expected. We loved the movie 
for exactly what the critics seemed to be damning... it was a lot of different kinds of movies all rolled up into one. It was a comedy, 
an adventure, a moral play, and a high-action western all rolled up into one...and where the critics didn't seem to think this stew 
made a good movie... I think it made it a masterpiece! Well, not Oscar material, of course, but sure one of the most entertaining and 
just plain old 'fun' movies I've been to this blockbuster season... and I've been to them all. This movie had the humanity that many of 
the big CGI/Sci-fi flicks didn't have. The story was about people we all knew and could identify with... even Tonto, with his unusual 
appearance, turned out to be much more of a normal guy than any of us expected...a real person. Honestly, 20 minutes into the 
movie, I didn't even see the makeup anymore...I just saw Tonto. And an hour into the movie, I didn't see Arnie Hammer anymore, I 
just saw the Lone Ranger. And an 90 min into the movie, I didn't see Tonto and the Lone Ranger as separate characters any-
more...I saw them as a real partnership... two people who now understood their true purpose, and were well on their way to the jour-
ney the spirits had laid out for them. 
 
This movie HAS to been seen at least twice, because it's a lot deeper than it appears... and it would seem as if many other folks felt 
the same way. Many are returning to the theatres to see it a second time. As much as I loved Iron Man and Star Trek, I've never 
considered returning to a theatre and laying down another $10 to see it again... but with the Lone Ranger, I just might. 
 
If you can, please post all of your feedback on the movie from your members...and put a special blog on the webpage that will allow 
new visitors to post their feedback on the movie. I think you'll be pleasantly suprised! 
 
Best Always, 
Steven Pereira 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  Message:: LRFC - 
 
I was very disappointed in the new Lone Ranger movie. I, usually, like Johnny Depp movies but not this one. My main complaint is 
that they only followed the LR legend when they wanted to follow the LR legend. From what i read in the newspaper, the critics 
didn\'t like the movie. They should have left the Lone Ranger alone. 
 
Damian 

Upon doing a little research about my childhood hero ,the Lone Ranger, I discovered that we both have the same name J W 
Reid.Not only that but our father's have the same initials too "W".I discovered this by watching a trailer from the new Lone Ranger 
Movie, when the Lone Ranger's brother flips him a Texas Rangers star badge and he then flips it over to reveal our same initials 
JWR and his says to his brother "it's dads".So the Lone Ranger and I have the same name and so do our fathers and funny enough 
I too followed in my father's footsteps and became an aviator.Unbelievable ! What are the chances of this happening again ? It 
looks like through the Lone Ranger my life at 72 has come full circle.Therefore,of course,I will be incorporating this into the storyline 
of my present diorama about an "old west" theme park.I also find it strange that I happen to be working on an old west theme when I 
found out about the connection and at a time when I still can change things around a bit ,a few months later and it would have been 
too late. Cheers !  
JW Reid  #420 
Hi Ho Silver  

I just had to tell you that we went to see the new Lone Ranger movie last night and I thought it was awsome! It was really full of ac-
tion that my 13 year old Grandson loved! Jonny Depp brought a MUCH needed personality to Tonto as well as Armie did with the 
Ranger. I loved the fact that it only had 1 cuss word in it and that was when Tonto was feeding the dead crow and the Ranger asked 
him "what in the hell are you doing??"My Father Ralph Goll, writer of the original Lone Ranger series is probebly somewhere just 
shaking his head, but the moral of the story was the same as it used to be and that is; good men always prevail over evil ones!  
Bobbi Schlosser #299 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   Hi Tex,Just had to tell you this... 
Yesterday, Jackson and I were at Walmart picking up a few items.  We went out to the car to put our bags in the trunk.  We 

went to return the cart to a stack of carts a gentleman was collecting to help him out instead of making him search the parking 

lot in the intense heat of Arizona.  Well, this really nice gentleman ( I noticed his name was Jerry and he was the age that he 

would remember the Lone Ranger as a hero)  walked up to us and thanked us for putting the cart with the others. He acknowl-

edge Jackson as a very helpful young man.  We told him to have a good day, then walked away towards our car.  Jackson 

turned to me and said, "Mom, he looks and sounds just like the Lone Ranger. Is he the Lone Ranger?"  So I had to turn around 

and tell the gentleman what Jackson said.  His eyes sparked and he said, "Well, I am the Lone Ranger.  Do you know who my best friend 

is?  Tonto."  Jackson just kept looking at him and smiling.  This gentleman wore a white sun hat with a tie under the chin and glasses. The hat was 

a give away.   

We got back in the car and Jackson couldn't believe he just saw the Lone Ranger.  We called my husband at work to tell him and Jackson's conver-

sation went something like this.  "Dad, guess what?  I just saw the Lone Ranger at Walmart. He was wearing a disguise of a Walmart worker.  But 

I heard his voice and I knew it was him.  He had a white hat. I asked him if he was the Lone Ranger and he said "YES!"  It was so cool." We will 

go back to Walmart again and look for our new friend just to say hello.  When I pulled up www.lonerangerfanclub.com and Jackson saw the Lone 

Ranger on the horse picture on the home page, he asked if that was the man that we saw at Walmart.  Loved it!! Anyway, just had to share with 

you.  It was a fun moment!!  Thank you again for all the life you bring back to the Lone Ranger legend.  What fun for our son and us!!   Have a 

wonderful day.Sara Faccio... mother of Jackson!!Jackson Faccio #524 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    We recommend and endorse Nutramax as a daily supplement for better health for you and your pets. 

Helps reduce joint pain and stop the enzymes in the joints that breakdown cartilage. 
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Wake up and smell the coffee! 

Kickerz Coffee, that is. 

It’s been a couple years since the trio of recognizable coffee shops has appeared in the Silver Bullet. Today we are pleased to pro-
vide an update. 

In the fall of 2010, it was reported that Kickerz, formerly known as Yahooz, had gone to battle with an Internet giant resembling the 
same name. The resolution resulted in a new name. Kickerz was rebranded. 

Around that same time, owner and founder Valerie Smith noticed a few menacing cracks near her Lone Ranger location. A devastat-
ing sinkhole soon developed in the parking lot of the giant hat located at 220 SSW Loop 323 Tyler ,Texas due to a collapsed pipeline. 
Just two years young, the hat was forced to closed. 

And the Lone Ranger has been closed...until now. 

Smith announced plans to re-open the coffee shop in October. The two other locations --110 Gallon Hat and the Modern Stetson 
(also known as the Home of Cowboy Joe)-- continue to crank out coffee, tea, and hand-spun drinks for customers on a daily basis. 
The Lone Ranger is expected to open by Thanksgiving 2013 under the management of new owner/operator and Kickerz second fran-
chisee, Alex Crow. 

“Mike and Daphne Campbell invested in the location as an opportunity for their daughter, Alex” Smith 
said. “I am very excited to see the Lone Ranger re-open. The Lone Ranger was one of my favorites 
when I was young and when I heard the movie would be coming out I couldn't resist the temptation to 
be a part of sharing the Lone Ranger with the next generation.” 

Crow began working for Smith in November of 2009 as a barista. She rose to be a manager, and then 
a district manager for the coffee shop. Her parents recently invested in the Lone Ranger for Crow to 
one day own.  

Crow said her favorite part of her job is building a relationship with their coffee-craving customers. Fel-
low Kickerz franchisee owner Kelsi Strawn agrees. 

“I love that I get to know [customer’s] stories and be apart of their daily routine,” said Strawn, the owner/operator and first franchisee 
of Kickerz’s Trinity Mother Frances hospital location. 
 
Smith hopes more people around the country invite Kickerz into their towns. 
 
“I hope franchising Kickerz gives people the opportunity to create their own business based on their community,” Smith said. 
 
The coffee hats have a different business model than most, as the shop can take on the personality of a new city. A Kickerz coffee 
shop in Maine may bear a floppy fisherman’s cap, while another location may erect a fedora or baseball cap. In each instance, the 
franchisee determines the look and feel of their location, to represent their community. 

“I have had many people contact me about hat ideas,” Smith said. “One person called about suggesting an Annie Oakley hat. My 



biggest dream would be to open a Dallas Cowboys football helmet inside the stadium. … The helmet would 
be able to serve four people at one time, two through the face mask and two through the ear holes of the 
helmet. I could also see blown up helmets for tailgating serving coffee, hot chocolate and smoothies," said 
Smith. 
 
The iconic cowboy hats, of course, were made for Tyler, Texas, the “Most Cowboy City in Texas” according 
to the online real estate company Motovo. 

As with any small business, Kickerz’s team prides themselves on their craft and relationships with their 
customers. 

“My employees are family to me, they are uniquely fantastic.” Smith said. “They each have their own per-
sonality and are always smiling. They have really established great customer rela-
tionships.” 
 
When dealing with customers daily, before their first cup of coffee, it’s important to be 
cheery and reliable. 

“The thing I love most about the coffee chain is the consistency,” said Kickerz district 
manager Heather Hartless. “No matter which location you visit, you will always see 
welcoming smiles and be able to get your drink made the exact same way.” 

Hartless, who has been a part of the Kickerz family for the past five years, shared 
that her favorite drink is their peppermint bark eggnog latte. 

“I am pretty sure you cannot get it anywhere else,” she said, with a laugh. “If you can, it is definitely not as 
good as ours!” 

The peppermint bark is a delicious fall flavor for customers, along with the seasonally preferred caramel, 
dark chocolate, white chocolate, and pumpkin pie. 

Kickerz currently serves more than 60 flavors and a gracious amount of sugar free options. 
Proudly serving the highest-rated air roasted coffee in the States, Kickerz can prepare any 
drink hot, blended, or on the rocks. 

“[My favorite drink is] a Lone Star made as a mocha,” Strawn said. “ We recommend that peo-
ple be adventurous with their coffee. With all the flavors we offer there is endless opportunity 
for a flavor burst.” 

Not craving coffee? Kickerz also serves lactose-free soft serve, used to create milkshakes. 
The menu also includes real fruit smoothies, gourmet sodas, hot and iced tea, and breakfast 
goodies. There is something under the hat for everyone. 

Come on down to enjoy a fall-flavored Buckaroo, the Hat's version of hot chocolate. If you are 
interested in welcoming a Kickerz near you, please email founder Valerie Smith 
at kickerz@kickerzcoffee.com. Check out the website to learn more at www.kickerzcoffee.com. 

mailto:kickerz@kickerzcoffee.com
http://www.kickerzcoffee.com/


 

 

                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         One of the measures of a character’s enduring popularity is its constant use as a toy for the next generation of fans.  Super-
man toys, for example, have consistently been available since the character’s introduction in 1938.  The same could be said of 
the Lone Ranger, who has never long been out of retail stores in toy form.  Indeed, this summer, new action figures from Hot Toys 
and a line of LEGO playsets are just a few of the items that accompany the latest film version by Disney.  

  2013 is the 40
th
 anniversary of the introduction of the Gabriel Industries Lone Ranger toy line. In 1973, Gabriel Industries, a toy 

company that is most famous for its erector sets, released their first Lone Ranger items, a line that would eventually be sold in 
Europe by the Marx Toy Company, and would include at least 8 action figures, 4 horses, 10 playsets, and about 23 adventure 
sets/costume sets.  Gabriel also produced a line of toys in 1981/1982 based on the film The Legend of the Lone Rangers.  Return 
with us now to those thrilling days of the 1970s, for a look at one of the most popular Lone Ranger toy lines. 

  The original 8 Lone Ranger action figures were similar to the bestselling G.I. Joe toys of the era, and were as tall as 9.5” with 
many points of articulation and changeable costumes.  The figure line eventually included: The Lone Ranger, Tonto, Butch 
Cavendish, Danny Reid, Little Bear, Red Sleeves, Tex Dawson, and El Lobo.  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

     The Lone Ranger action figure was detailed including removeable mask so that the character could change clothes  

and transform into a disguise  using the items and costumes in the adventure sets. The Lone Ranger could become a 

“Rebel Rider” or many other characters using the 23 adventure set/costume accessories or extra costumes sets like 

“The Mysterious Prospector”. Also impressive, was the quality of Tonto figure, whose costume of such quality that the 

figure is easy to find in very good condition now, four decades later. 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

40 Years Ago: Gabriel Indus-
tries Lone Ranger Toys 

By John Tenuto 

LRFC#300 



 

 

 

        What would our heroes be without their trusty steeds?  Gabriel offered Silver, Scout, Smoke, and Danny Reid’s Banjo.  Taka, 
Tonto’s trained eagle, was also available.  These toys were as beautiful as the real horses they were inspired by, they were super ar-
ticulated and included a stand so that they could be displayed rearing or in other action poses.  They were very large, allowing the ac-
tion figures to ride them.  Some of the playsets like “Mysterious Prospector” also included animals, in that instance, a pack mule.  

 

 

 

 

  

Also great fun were the various playsets, the most famous of which was the Carson City environment.  Available for $12.97, the playset 
was enormous, made of fiberboard, and customizable, including a size that stretched 5 feet!  The playset includes open and close doors 
to building, hiding areas, and converted to a carrying case for the action figures 

   Because of the success of the Kenner Star Wars toy line and its 3” action figures and playsets, almost all toy lines for boys radically 
altered their designs, including Gabriel.  When they produced their action figures for The Legend of the Lone Rangers, gone were the 
changeable costumes and large sized toys, replaced by molded outfits and smaller horses and environments.  There were five figures in 
the line: The Lone Ranger, Tonto, Butch Cavendish, Buffalo Bill Cody, and General George Custer.  Also available were Silver, Scout, 
and Smoke.  Technological advances made it possible to provide good likenesses on much smaller faces, and despite their size, the 
horses in the line are quite good.  After purchasing four figures, fans could send in their UPC codes for a free cardboard playset of Del 
Rio, the town featured in the film.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   As new toys and collectibles are prepared for the 2013 film, it is good to think back a one of the most popular toy lines in Lone Ranger 
history.   

  

(Special thanks to the nostalgia website PlaidStallions (http://www.plaidstallions.com/) for their kind permission to use the photos fea-
tured in this article.  The website has thousands of vintage toy and catalog pictures, and to see all of the Lone Ranger Gabriel toys, in-
cluding bigger versions of the photos here, check http://www.plaidstallions.com/gabriel/lr.html). 

http://www.plaidstallions.com/
http://www.plaidstallions.com/gabriel/lr.html


   ANDREA DEPOT USA 

1822 HOLLY ROAD SUITE 110 

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78417 

http://www.andreadepotusa.com 

orders@andreadepotusa.com 
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In the March Silver Bullet you will be informed about the State Directors that have agreed to help people in their state share infor-

mation and help promote the Spirit of The Lone Ranger. They will hopefully allow you and others in your state arrange for meet-

ings to meet one another and discuss all aspects of and the future of The Lone Ranger Fan Club. This will also allow us to get  

feedback from you and all members about what you would like to see The Lone Ranger Fan Club do or expand in the future. We 

will then present any ideas that have been suggested to you and other members for your opinion. It is our desire to make this a 

members Fan Club with an interest in doing what the majority of the membership would like to see in the future. Our current 

State Directors are in Delaware, Indiana and South Carolina. So other states are open. Any member that would be interested in 

becoming a State Director should contact us now. This can be a fun and interesting opportunity for anyone that would like to be 

more involved in shaping the destiny of The Lone Ranger Fan Club. Again we will release the names and email address of the 

State Directors that will be in this pilot program in the March 1st issue of the Silver Bullet. So contact us today if you are inter-

ested in representing your State - Note: because of the size of some States there will be 2 State Directors. 

 

 



                                         

 

                                                        

 

 

By Sarah Brown 

Member #109 

 

It was a very cold night in the Southwest, and Tonto thought it felt’ like snow, There was something in the air that said it was Christmas Eve. 

The Lone Ranger and Tonto had just spent a nice evening with their old friend Jim Blane at the secret cabin with the secret silver mine. Yes, 

Jim had some nice ham, mashed potatoes, and even a little pecan pie that someone in the town had given to him. 

 

He shared it, with The Lone Ranger and Tonto. After they ate, Jim got out a little mouth organ and began to play Christmas songs. The Lone 

Ranger and Tonto began to sing along. They did not really sing like Roy Rogers or Gene Autry, but they were not too bad. 

Now in that vicinity there were some train robbers loose so after hearty good-byes to Jim, they took, off on that night. After a few miles they 

made camp in a cave. “Night will be plenty cold Kemosaby, there may be much snow on ground in morning.” Said Tonto as he loosened the 

girth of his saddle. “There seem to be, a big storm coming all the animals make ready for it. Tonto looked concerned. The Lone Ranger knew 

Tonto was right, he felt the sharp cold and had seen the clouds looking heavy, and had seen the signs too. 

 

“Should we go back to Colbey then, and ride out the storm there?” he asked Tonto quietly. “Maybe that best thing to do.” Replied Tonto. 

“Then will…”      The Ranger was cut short by the sound of Bells, hooves on hard cold ground, and a strange voice.  They heard “Steady 

now, Rudolf.” As they looked out of the cave. There was a bright red sleigh and the strangest looking deer Tonto and The Lone Ranger had 

ever seen. A little old man in a red coat and White beard got out and started towards them. 

“Hello there,” the little man called out. “Are you two The Lone Ranger and Tonto?” The two looked at each other and The Lone Ranger 

spoke up. “We are.” “Good! You see I’ve had  sudden rise in well-behaved children this year I don’t know if I will be able  to meet the de-

mand, so I’m asking the help of some people who have been known to help out in the past.” “How can we help you?” Asked Tonto. “You 

can each take a bag here, and I’ll give you each a bell from Rudolf’s harness, Your horses will then know where to go, once you’ve hung the 

bells around their necks.” The little man explained. 

 

This was the strangest thing The Lone Ranger and Tonto had ever been asked to do, but what could  ,  be so hard in delivering the contents 

of the bags and putting a bell around each horse’s neck? It might mean a lot of hard riding and there was also the snow storm… But The 

Lone Ranger and Tonto were used to a hard life, and having it rough. “We’ll help you Mr…?”  “Claus…Nicholas Claus, but most people 

call me Santa.” The Lone Ranger, unsure of what to make of all this, went ahead and took the bags, hung the bell around Silver’s neck and 

mounted up. Tonto did so as well.  “Good!” Cried Santa. “Now follow me and hang on!” 

 

Santa called to his reindeer and they began to take and they began to take off, Silver and Scout following close behind. All of a sudden, The  

Lone Ranger noticed they were leaving the ground. He and Tonto’s horses were flying right along with Santa’s! 

“What are you trying to do to…”    “Now see here Lone Ranger. You said would help me, but the only way you can make all of these deliv-

eries by midnight, is to fly… now I have one more little favor to ask of you two.” Said Santa calmly. The Lone Ranger and Tonto let him go 

on. “I’ve  had a lot of publicity for many years, and people have forgotten that Santa and presents are not the real reason we have Christmas. 

So this year, at each home you visit leave a little nativity ornament to remind them what Christmas is really about!” 

The Lone Ranger had to agree. He had seen some of this over-doing of Santa and gifts; it was time something was done about it. “Now go, 

both of you remember your horses will take you where you need to go!”  The Lone Ranger and Tonto were off. They split up at times and 

were together at times during their deliveries. 

 

Finally, it was almost midnight and the bags were feeling lighter. “The last house Tonto, and just in time. It’s getting colder and the wind is 

picking up!”  “Me be glad to get into blankets and go to sleep by fire where it warmer and not so cold.”   A little hand-painted plaque by the 

door read: The Southern Family. The Lone Ranger opened the door and went to the living room, where a glowing tree stood. He took out the 

parcels marked ‘Southern’ and from a smaller bag, he removed a nativity ornament. He was surprised to see an ornament on the tree of he 

and Silver. He put the nativity ornament right next to it.   He closed the door behind him and it locked itself. When they returned to the cave, 

Santa was not yet back. The snow was starting to fall and the horses seemed restless.  “You think something happen to little man  

Kemosaby?” asked Tonto. “I don’t know Tonto, I don’t know who would bother Santa; he wouldn’t hurt anyone.”    

 

 



The wind and snow began to pick up making the horses and men more restless. “Silver and Scout sense something Kemosabe, Maybe we 

let them lead us to little man.” The Lone Ranger looked at the bells still tied around the horse’s neck. “Tonto we’ll ride… I mean fly.”Off 

the ground and into the air they sprang, with wind and snow swirling. It was not easy keeping a straight course, The Lone Ranger did not 

know how one could find anything in this storm He could hardly see Tonto and Scout. Then he caught a glimpse of bright red light in the 

biting snow. He turned Silver towards the light and called, “Tonto, over there!” “Where?” “Follow me, Tonto!” 

They gallantly fought through the snow until Scout bumped into Rudolf, and silver bumped into Comet. “Mr. Claus, are you alright?” The 

Lone Ranger shouted.   “Yes, but my reindeer are having trouble flying in this terrible storm!”   “Tonto get hold of this side of the reindeer; 

I’ll get the other side.” The Ranger called out. “Me take lead deer Kemosabe!” Tonto shouted back.  So Silver and Scout helped the rein-

deer pull the sleigh through the snow storm. The wind mercilessly tossed the sleigh about, and it took all of the horse’s strength to help the 

exhausted team. 

 

Finally, the hoses led them to the old cabin where The Lone Rangers secret silver mine was. “Good boy Silver, that was a fine thing you did 

big fellow.” They put the horses and the reindeer in a stable next to the cabin, and gave all extra oats and hay. The men hurried to the cabin 

and Tonto put on some coffee. The Lone Ranger set their bed rolls in front of the fireplace, and soon had a blazing fire. Santa removed his 

hat and coat shaking off icy snow and settled in the rocking chair next to the cheerful blaze. With steaming cups of coffee in hand the men 

tried to comprehend their adventure. 

Exhausted, they began to doze, and were soon sound asleep. A common dream now carried them far away to a little to a little town called 

Bethlehem, where they bowed before the newborn King, with other wise men. 

 

                          “Hi-Yo-Silver! Away!” 



 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
We encourage member participation – got some historical information or something you feel 

might be of interest to other members? 

Contact us – we might be able to use it in future issues of the Silver Bullet – We like to feature 

pictures and articles about today’s younger 

generation of kids that are taking an interest in The Lone Ranger. It is they that will carry on the 

spirit of our treasured hero. 

 

Should you want to contact us please go to the website LoneRangerFanClub.com and click on 

the Silver Bullet located on the left side of the page which reads "Contact Us". ((Please include 

your membership number in all correspondence.)) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Adios from, 
The Lone Ranger Fan Club.com                    
LoneRangerFanClub.com 
ClaytonMooreFanClub.com 
TheLoneRanger.tv 

TontoFanClub.com 
JaySilverheelsFanClub.com 
 

 

         Hi-Yo Silver Awaaay!! 
 

 
The Silver Bullet is published four times a year (March, June September, December) for the Fan Club Website since 2011 by Circle C Enterprise, a non-profit organization based in 
Salisbury, Maryland and is owned by Garry Cherricks.  

 

TLRFC was established and published by Terry and Kay Klepey from 1988 to 2002. In 2002 it was published by Joe and Sandy Southern until 2011. During this time from 1988 to 
2010 it was postal mailed to the membership. 

 

The Lone Ranger and Tonto and all related characters and materials are Trade Mark and Copyright of Classic Media, Inc., in New York, NY. This Fan club is in no way connected 
with Classic Media. 

 

The Silver Bullet is a fan publication of the official International Lone Ranger Fan Club website expressly for Lone Ranger enthusiasts and collectors. 
  

Deadline for submissions of letters, articles for printing and advertising is one month prior to the month of publication on the website. 
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