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Hi-Yo: The Lone Ranger's great horse, Silver 

 
January 1932, early during the Great Depression - The first radio broadcast of the Lone Ranger 
out of WXYZ Detroit was an instant success. January 1932 until June 1955, with more than 3,000 
episodes, it was the longest running western in the history of radio. 
 
Inevitably, the radio series would be replaced by television. Starring Clayton Moore, the series ran 
from 1949 to 1957. In 1961, CBS made an attempt to revive the series. The "Return of the Lone 
Ranger" did not get past the pilot stage. 
 
Readers of this column may recall the Dell Comic Books series of the Lone Ranger that began in 
1948 and lasted for 145 total issues. I used to buy my Lone Ranger comic books, many of which I 
still have, at Woolworth's "five and dime" store on the present site of the Monroe Library. It seems 
that the corner of 16th Avenue and 10th Street is destined to be a location of good reading. 
 
It was through the series of 18 novels written by Fran Striker that I came to know the Lone Ranger 
in some depth. The first of these was published in 1936, and the final in 1956, "The Lone Ranger 
on Red Butte Trail." I checked my collection and find that I have 14 of them. 
 
The first novel, simply entitled, "The Lone Ranger," published in 1936 (Grosset and Dunlap), tells 
in detail how the Lone Ranger acquired his great horse, Silver. A 1938 radio episode, before my 
listening days, has the Lone Ranger riding a chestnut mare named Dusty. I prefer the detailed 
narrative in the book that has the Lone Ranger riding a gray gelding he simply calls "Pony-Hoss." 

 
Tonto is off on an unspecified mission. The Lone Ranger is tracking three outlaws who have just raided the Bar Seven Ranch, stealing 
fresh horses. In the gathering darkness, the Lone Ranger is ambushed, the bullet going through his Stetson, just parting his hair. Pony-
Hoss has been trained to go down on command, and the Lone Ranger rolls off his horse and plays dead. The outlaws leave him for 
dead. 
 
It is a year of drought, and his gray horse is spent. The Lone Ranger walks his horse toward a hidden spring in a blind canyon, the only 
year-round watering hole within 20 square miles. He recalls a valley spreading out from there where there was once wild horses, until 
hunters caught a lot of them and the rest of them cleared out. 
 
He figures that the outlaws are heading for that hidden spring. Suddenly, the gray raises his head and his ears pitch forward. The Lone 
Ranger drops down with his ear to the ground. Stampede. A buffalo herd is coming this way. The Lone Ranger mounts, and the gray 
puts all his depleted strength into a last desperate dash for safety of the high buttes. 
 
At this point, author Fran Striker takes us back several years to Wild Horse Canyon and the birth of a silvery colt. As the colt matures, 
he becomes king of the wild horses. The canyon with its dependable water hole is a natural trap for horse hunters. 
 
During one occasion his band is trapped by hunters. Through a daring move, the stallion leads his band of horses over a wide 
dangerous gulch to safety. On their new grounds, the pastures are not as lush as in Wild Horse Canyon, but the herd is safe from the 
hunters. This is tolerable until the year of the drought. 
 
Wild Horse Canyon is risky because of human hunters. But there is water there. So the stallion leads his herd back to the canyon. As 
they approach the canyon, that stampeding herd of buffalo is heading toward the canyon entrance, threatening his herd. To save his 
herd, the great white stallion turns the stampeding buffalo away from the canyon entrance. But he is severely injured in the process. A 
huge buffalo bull attacks the weakened stallion, who faces certain death. 
 
A bullet from the rifle of the Lone Ranger, who has just narrowly evaded the stampede, downs the buffalo bull, saving the white 
stallion's life. The Lone Ranger attends the wounds of the weakened, thirsty stallion, and gives him water. The weakened stallion rises 
shakily and breaks away in a stumbling trot. 
 
The Lone Ranger resumes the trail toward the hidden spring. Sure enough, the three outlaws are returning from the spring. The Lone 
Ranger surprises them, "Put 'em up, boys. All three of you." In a brief exchange of gunfire in the darkness, Pony-Hoss is killed. The 
outlaws flee, one of them with a wounded arm. Now afoot, the Lone Ranger carries his saddle up to a shelf above the water hole in 
Wild Horse Canyon.  
 
After quenching his thirst, and using his saddle as a pillow, he gets some much-needed sleep. As artistic license would have it, dawn 
brings the stallion and his horses to the water hole, just below the perch of the Lone Ranger. 
 
The Lone Ranger drops his lariat over the weakened stallion, and there begins a lengthy process of man and horse becoming partners. 
The Lone Ranger discovers the silver stallion to be the fastest horse ever. 



 

 

 
As the Lone Ranger later rejoins Tonto, Tonto asks, "Where gray horse? " 
 
The Lone Ranger replies, "We had a little run-in with some wild boys back in Wild Horse Valley, and the gray didn't have any luck." The 
Lone Ranger sighs, "That gray and I followed the same trails for eight years."  
 
Tonto is amazed, "How you ketch that Silver so quick?" 
 
And that's how it came to be, the fiery horse with the speed of light, a cloud of dust, and a hearty Hi-Yo Silver, awaaaay. 

 
In the September Silver Bullet this article will continue with “How the Lone Ranger connected with his long lost nephew, Dan 

Reid.” A 4th part of a 5 part article by John  – don’t miss any of them. 
 
- John Waelti's column appears every Friday in the Monroe Times located Wisconsin, USA. He can be reached at 
jjwaelti1@tds.net. 

 

 

 
KS #194 – David Hopper will be at the festival. He will have a table set up with a lot of Lone Ranger items to sell. If you would  

like to contact him his Email is Won4aslan@aol.com  - If you are planning to attend the Film Festival stop by and say hi to a  

fellow Fan Club Member. He would like to meet you. He will have Lone Ranger items from the 30's to the present.  
If TLRFC members stop by to see him, take your membership ID card for a discount. 

 
 

Original Lone Ranger Costumes for Sale at Denver Auction 
 
Items from the collection of Clayton Moore television’s original Lone Ranger will  
cross the block at Brian Lebel’s 24th 

 
Annual Old West Auction, June 22, 2013 DENVER, CO  
 
Three Lone Ranger outfits from the late Clayton Moore’s collection are among the items  
to be offered at Brian Lebel’s Old West Auction this summer.  
 
Two of the costumes are by the legendary Nudies Rodeo Tailors, the third is by noted designer Manuel. 
 
Clayton Moore’s Lone Ranger Stetson, three pair of boots, and his famous Bohlin double 
holster gun rig with “silver” bullets will also be part of the sale, along with signed  
Lone Ranger comics, books, awards and other personal items. 
 
The pieces come directly from Moore’s collection and are being made available by his daughter, Dawn Moore.  
She says her father had great respect for his fans, and that, “His wishes were always for me to keep whatever was  
particularly meaningful to me and then to offer the rest to be enjoyed by fans and collectors.” 
 
Moore starred as the Lone Ranger in 169 episodes of the hugely popular TV series, and is widely known for embodying  
the character’s ideals in his everyday life. “To millions of fans, he was, and is, the only Lone Ranger,” says auction owner, Brian  
Lebel. In fact, Moore’s star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame is the only one to include both the actor and his character’s names.  
 
He passed away in California in 1999. Lebel’s Old West Auction made headlines in 2011 by selling the only known original  
photograph of Billy the Kid for $2.3 million dollars. The annual auction specializes in authentic Western artifacts and has  
offered items from the estates of other notable Western figures such as Annie Oakley and Roy Rogers. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This month we are not printing any “Smoke Signal Messages from the Membership” 

 

We invite you to send us your comments (positive or negative) by email after you have  

seen the movie on July 3
rd

. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:Won4aslan@aol.com


 

 

 

  

The time has 

come.  

 

The moment is 

near.  

 

The excitement is 

building. 

 

All eyes are 

watching. 

 

Where will you be 

July 3rd? 
 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We recommend and endorse Nutramax as a daily supplement for better health for you and your pets. 

Helps reduce joint pain and stop the enzymes in the joints that breakdown cartilage. 

Click on the boxes below for more information 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
   

 
 

http://nutramaxlabs.com/videos/library/player/?file=Dr-Bob-Solving-Problems.flv
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/Consumer/Home.aspx
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/Vet/Cat.aspx
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/Vet/Dog.aspx
http://www.nutramaxlabs.com/Vet/Products/Cosequin-equine-joint-supplements.aspx


 

 

 
Tonto needs to sharpen his knife so TLR can shave 

 

 
“Character is doing what’s right when nobody’s looking.” 

 

Approved by Dawn Moore – A statue of Clayton and Silver 

   
 

These are beautiful – We have one here at the Fan Club – It is shipped nicely packed in a wooden box for protection 

Ordering and contact information: 

ANDREA DEPOT USA, INC. 
1822 Holly Rd. Suite 110 
Corpus Christi. TX 78417 USA 
Phone: 361-334-1625 
web: http://www.andreadepotusa.com  

 

 

 

 

http://www.andreadepotusa.com/


 

 

 
We encourage member participation – got some historical information or something 

you feel might be of interest to other members? 

 

Contact us – we might be able to use it in future issues of the Silver Bullet – We like to 

feature pictures and articles about today’s younger generation of kids that are taking an 

interest in The Lone Ranger. It is they that will carry on the spirit of our treasured hero. 

 

Should you want to contact us please go to the website LoneRangerFanClub.com and 

click on the Silver Bullet located on the left side of the page which reads "Contact Us". 

((Please include your membership number in all correspondence.)) 

 

 
Adios from, 
The Lone Ranger Fan Club.com 
LoneRangerFanClub.com 
ClaytonMooreFanClub.com 
TheLoneRanger.tv 
TontoFanClub.com 
JaySilverheelsFanClub.com 

         Hi-Yo Silver Awaaay!! 

The Silver Bullet is published four times a year (March, June September, December) for the Fan Club Website since 2011 by Circle C Enterprise, a non-profit 

organization based in Salisbury, Maryland and is owned by Garry Cherricks.  

 
TLRFC was established and published by Terry and Kay Klepey from 1988 to 2002. In 2002 it was published by Joe and Sandy Southern until 2011. During this time 

from 1988 to 2010 it was postal mailed to the membership. Now it is no longer poatal mailed and is available in the ”Members Only” area of The Lone Ranger Fan 

Club Website 
 

The Lone Ranger and Tonto and all related characters and materials are Trade Mark and Copyright of Classic Media, Inc., in New York, NY. This Fan club is in no way 

connected with Classic Media. 
 

The Silver Bullet is a fan publication of the official International Lone Ranger Fan Club website expressly for Lone Ranger enthusiasts and collectors. 

  
Deadline for submissions of letters, articles for printing and advertising is one month prior to the month of publication on the website. 

http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.lonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.claytonmoorefanclub.com/
http://www.theloneranger.tv/
http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/
http://www.thelonerangerfanclub.com/

